
A Biblical Response to 
Mormonism

This booklet was created in partnership 
with Truth in Love Ministry, a global out-
reach to Mormons. Each year, they share 
millions of Gospel messages with Mor-
mons. You can find messages to share on 
their website to Mormons, beyeperfect.org. 

Truth in Love Ministry has empowered 
tens of thousands of Christians to witness 
in thirty-four different countries. To learn 
more about how God can use you to reach 
Mormons, visit the TILM website, tilm.org.



Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 
1-800-325-3040 • cph.org

Written by Jonathan Leach with Truth in Love Ministry

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be repro-
duced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission 
of Concordia Publishing House.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the 
ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copy-
right © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked KJV are from the King James or 
Authorized Version of the Bible.

Manufactured in the United States of America

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10       31  30 29 28 27  26 25  24  23  22



3

AN AMERICAN RELIGION
It was a historic moment. In 2012, Mitt Rom-

ney became the first Mormon nominated by a 
major party for president. Suddenly, Mormonism 
took center stage across America. Many had more 
questions than answers. Romney tried to frame 
those discussions. “ ‘How Mormon am I?’ he said. 
‘You know, the principles and values taught to me 
by faith are values I aspire to live by and are as 
American as motherhood and apple pie. . . . [Mor-
monism] is in some respects a quintessentially 
American faith.’ ”1

He’s right. Mormonism, also known as the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS), 
is an American religion. It uniquely captures the 
American spirit and work ethic. You can achieve 
anything if you’re willing to work hard for it. 
Roll up your sleeves, and with enough can-do 
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determination, you will be the master of your fate. 
People come to the US in pursuit of this Ameri-
can dream. For similar spiritual reasons, many are 
drawn into Mormonism.

Its roots stem from American religious revival-
ism. In 1823, Joseph Smith claimed to find golden 
plates in upstate New York and translated them 
into the Book of Mormon. They spoke of Jesus 
appearing in the Americas. Smith asserted that 
the true Christian church was now being restored 
through him.

Mormonism is now one of the fastest-grow-
ing religions around the world. In two hundred 
years, Mormonism has grown to nearly seventeen 
million members. As a point of comparison, with 
thousands of years of history, the world’s Jew-
ish population is only about fifteen million. This 
American religion is on the move.

CULT OR CULTURE?
Many Christians refer to Mormonism as a cult. 

Its exotic teachings and particular practices out-
side of Christianity’s norm meet that theological 
definition. Cults are often associated with brain-
washing, fraudulent claims, and isolationism, 
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which are all real concerns Christians have for 
Mormons. Here are a few examples of notable dif-
ferences from Christianity:

• Polygamy. Joseph Smith practiced the prin-
ciple of plural marriage. Social pressures 
eventually contributed to a new revelation, 
which discontinued this practice. Mormon-
ism still teaches eternal marriage, allowing 
for the potential of polygamy in heaven.

• No coffee or tea. Mormons will also avoid 
alcohol and tobacco. These restrictions, 
known as the Word of Wisdom, must 
be kept for a Mormon to be considered 
worthy.

• No crosses. Mormon chapels stand out 
because they have steeples without cross-
es. While the cross is a central focus for 
biblical Christians, Mormons view it as a 
symbol of death.

• Temples. Temples, different from their 
churches, replace the cross in Mormon-
ism as the gateway to eternal life. Access 
is highly restricted; less than 50 percent 
of Mormons are considered templewor-
thy. Here they perform ordinances: an 
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endowment ceremony, sealings (eternal 
marriages), and baptisms. Since most of 
these temple ordinances are for the dead, 
Mormons are very involved in genealogy 
studies. Templeworthy Mormons wear 
sacred undergarments they believe will 
provide divine protection. 

• Ongoing revelation. The president of the 
LDS Church is considered a prophet who 
can share new revelations. Mormonism 
uses additional scriptures: the Book of 
Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants (D&C), 
and the Pearl of Great Price. Mormons also 
use the King James Version of the Bible but 
believe it is their least reliable scripture, 
claiming “many plain and precious things” 
were taken from it (1 Nephi 13:28, Book of 
Mormon).
While these differences may seem cultish, 

that perspective can unintentionally cause Chris-
tians to focus on correct teaching and winning a 
debate rather than winning a soul. Instead, see 
Mormonism as a culture. It has a unique history, 
foods, dress, and (as we’ll later see) even its own 
language. Like a missionary in a foreign country, 
try to understand why their beliefs are different. 
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Focus on the heart of the matter: helping Mor-
mons understand Jesus’ saving role.

GIFT VS. PLAN
“For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9). Consider what this 
means for you. God gives salvation. Jesus is your 
substitute. Trusting that He did everything means 
you now have complete confidence. You know 
how your story ends.

Imagine being taught this instead: “For we 
know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all 
we can do” (2 Nephi 25:23, emphasis added). That 
changes everything, doesn’t it? Here god only does 
his part if you do yours. Since there is always more 
a person could do, this throws open the door to 
uncertainty.

Mormonism teaches their god gives a plan of 
salvation. An architect can draw up a blueprint, 
but it still must be built. Jesus is their example and 
shows them the way. From beginning to end, it is 
then up to Mormons to follow the plan.
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