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INTRODUCTION

In 1978, the United States Army added a new 
religion to its manual for chaplains, Religious Re-
quirements and Practices. Under section VII, “Oth-
er Religions,” the Church of Satan was recognized 
as an official religion that would be served by a 
chaplain.

Satan clearly holds an appeal for some people, 
maybe even for you. After all, the US Army pro-
tects the rights of its soldiers to practice it. The 
purpose of this booklet is to describe satanism 
and its appeal, give a brief history of modern sa-
tanism, and listen to what the Bible says about Sa-
tan and satanism.

HISTORY OF MODERN SATANISM

On April 30, the spring equinox of 1966, a for-
mer carnival worker named Anton LaVey and a 
group of his followers organized the Church of 
Satan in San Francisco. In 1969, he published The 
Satanic Bible, which is a mix of occult teachings, 
black magic, and essays ridiculing Christianity.
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Consider LaVey’s Nine Satanic Statements as 
found on page VII–20 in the chaplain’s manual:

1.  Satan represents indulgence, instead of absti-
nence!

2.  Satan represents vital existence, instead of 
spiritual pipe dreams!

3.  Satan represents undefiled wisdom, instead of 
hypocritical self-deceit!

4.  Satan represents kindness to those who de-
serve it, instead of love wasted on ingrates!

5.  Satan represents vengeance, instead of turn-
ing the other cheek!

6.  Satan represents responsibility for the 
responsible, instead of concern for psychic 
vampires!

7.  Satan represents man as just another animal, 
sometimes better, more often worse than 
those that walk on all fours, who, because of 
his “divine and intellectual development,” has 
become the most vicious animal of all!
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8.  Satan represents all of the so-called sins, as 
they lead to physical, mental, or emotional 
gratification!

9.  Satan has been the best friend the church has 
ever had, as he has kept it in business all these 
years!

Many satanists today claim reading LaVey’s The 
Satanic Bible led them into satanism.

Atheistic Satanism

You may have noticed that in the Nine Satanic 
Statements, LaVey repeatedly wrote, “Satan rep-
resents.” LaVey and his Church of Satan never 
worshiped Satan as an actual being. In fact, they 
don’t believe in a personal being named Satan, nor 
do they believe in God the Creator or the Holy 
Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. They be-
lieve in Darwinian evolution.

They call themselves satanists because they like 
what Satan stands for in Christianity—rebelling 
against authority so we can seek our self-interest 
and become whatever we want to become. Many 
of these satanists have strong libertarian traits.
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They don’t believe in the God of the Bible, 
but they contend that the Christians established 
a Judeo-Christian culture based on the arbitrary 
rules of their God. They see the Christian God as a 
domineering dictator from whom mankind should 
break free.

For Christians, this may seem to be a really 
strange idea. But how many of us have felt this 
same way at some point in our lives—possibly 
in our teens or twenties? If you can recall a time 
you wanted to rebel against your parents’ rules, or 
a law you thought was too restrictive, or a com-
mandment of God that only seemed designed to 
take the thrill out of life, then you can understand 
the appeal of satanism. And often, the more firmly 
authorities set boundaries in place and enact laws 
and rules to curb our individual desires, the stron-
ger becomes our sinful desire to defy those laws. 
Indeed, the Nine Satanic Statements are a pretty 
good exposé on the desires that arise from our sin-
ful nature.

In case you are curious about the state of the 
Church of Satan today, it is still going strong, but 
it is far from united. As early as 1971, rifts began 
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to form among LaVey’s followers, and groups 
broke off and founded new churches. Following 
LaVey’s death in 1997, these rifts widened, and 
new “churches” were multiplied from the dissen-
sion over who should lead the Church of Satan 
and where the headquarters would be.

Theistic Satanism

There are satanists who believe in the actual 
existence of a supernatural being named Satan, 
but they seem less numerous than the atheistic sa-
tanists. Their “churches” are small and decentral-
ized, and differ widely in beliefs. These satanists 
see Satan as a liberator who offers his power to 
enable humans to be and do what they wish. They 
seek to access Satan’s power and receive his help 
through prayer and magic but still feel they are re-
sponsible to do their own part.

While theistic and atheistic satanists differ on 
the real existence of Satan, both groups are drawn 
to the liberation and self-determination Satan of-
fers. Now we will turn to the Bible to see what it 
says about Satan and his followers.
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WHAT DOES THE OLD TESTAMENT SAY 
ABOUT SATAN?

Satan the Tempter

We first meet Satan very early in the Bible, in 
the third chapter of the first book, Genesis. In the 
first chapter, God created and ordered the heav-
ens and the earth, filling the earth with plants 
and animals. The second chapter describes how 
He created the first humans, Adam and Eve, and 
placed them in the Garden of Eden. They bore His 
image of purity and holiness and exercised a kind, 
caring dominion over their fellow creatures. God 
gave them one restriction by which they could 
show Him their love and devotion—they must not 
eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
or they would die.

In chapter 3, Satan came in the form of a ser-
pent to speak with Eve. Satan directly contra-
dicted God, telling Eve,

“You will not surely die. For God knows that 
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
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and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” (Genesis 3:4–5)

Eve was deceived by Satan. She believed God 
had withheld something good from her. Satan 
convinced her to doubt God’s goodness and rise 
up against His authority and rule.

But Satan was lying. Adam and Eve did not 
learn anything good when they ate the fruit of the 
forbidden tree. They only learned by painful expe-
rience what evil was as they experienced lives of 
fear, insecurity, betrayal, dissension, pain, illness, 
and death—and passed those evil lives on to all of 
us, their descendants.

Interestingly, in Paradise Lost, John Milton’s 
epic poem, Milton portrayed Adam and Eve’s fall 
as actually being fortunate, as though the devil 
still did mankind a favor in this temptation. He de-
livered us from an eternal childish naivete and let 
us “grow up” and learn of God’s love through the 
sacrifice of His Son to atone for our sin. But that is 
just another one of Satan’s lies.

In truth, there was nothing childish or naive 
about Adam and Eve before the fall. They were  
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innocent and naive about sin and evil, suffer-
ing and death, but who is better off experiencing 
those things? Adam and Eve and their descendants 
could have remained innocent and pure without 
eating that fruit and still progressed in learning, 
education, culture, and science—without the bit-
ter pain and death that sin brought into the world.

And there was nothing kind and benevolent 
about Satan’s temptation. His goal was to hurt God 
by forcing Him to put His beloved human crea-
tures, made in His own image, to death. Thank-
fully, God came to confront Satan in the garden. 
After exposing Adam and Eve’s transgression, He 
announced His judgment on the fallen angel:

“I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring; 
He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise 
His heel.” (Genesis 3:15)

This was fulfilled when God’s own Son, Jesus 
Christ, was nailed to the cross and suffered and 
died for our sins. He satisfied God’s wrath at our 
disobedience and undid the damage Satan did to 
all humanity and all creation through that temp-
tation. Jesus’ great suffering was the serpent bit-
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ing His heel. But in the process, the Son of God 
bruised—crushed—the serpent’s head. He lies 
wriggling in the throes of death, seeking whom he 
might deceive and take with him to destruction.

Satan Assaults Job

The first two chapters of the Book of Job in the 
Old Testament pull back the curtains on Satan’s 
activity, exposing his true motives and feelings to-
ward the people he is tempting. In chapter 1, God 
commended Job to Satan:

“Have you considered My servant Job, that 
there is none like him on the earth, a blame-
less and upright man, who fears God and turns 
away from evil?” (Job 1:8)

Satan responded,

“Does Job fear God for no reason? Have You 
not put a hedge around him and his house and 
all that he has, on every side? You have blessed 
the work of his hands, and his possessions 
have increased in the land. But stretch out 
Your hand and touch all that he has, and he 
will curse You to Your face.” (Job 1:9–11)


