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“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to 
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you.” (Matthew 5:43–44)

A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE
In forming a loving Christian response to 

Muslims, it is necessary to understand some  
of the basics about their beliefs. In addition to some 
serious misunderstandings that Muslims  have  
about Christianity, there are irreconcilable differ-
ences between the religions.

This booklet provides the Christian with some 
basic teachings of both religions so that common-
alities, as well as differences, can be identified and 
understood.

Dialogue is about listening to the other per-
son’s story. But it is not one-way communication. 
We listen sincerely and sympathetically, pointing 
out commonalities between the two religions, 
with the view of building bridges between Islam 
and Christianity. But the Christian must be able 
to lovingly and uncompromisingly point out how 
the Gospel differs from Muhammad’s message so 
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that the Muslim can see God’s love as revealed in 
Jesus Christ.

THE RISE OF ISLAM
For fourteen hundred years, since the seventh 

and eighth centuries AD, Islam has proclaimed  
itself the corrective to and the fulfillment of the 
Christian message.

For Islam, the Reformation did not take place 
in Germany in 1517, but in Arabia in AD 610.  
Muhammad claimed that he had received a reve-
lation from Allah through the archangel Gabriel. 
Muslims believe the Qur’an is the record of that 
revelation, in which Jesus Christ was deemed to 
be merely an earlier Muslim prophet. Further-
more, the Jesus of the Qur’an foretold the advent 
of the prophet Muhammad. Christ was considered 
inferior to Islam’s prophet, who claimed to be the 
final messenger of Allah, “the seal of the proph-
ets” (Qur’an 33:40).

In less than a half century, the followers of 
Muhammad conquered most of the Old World by 
force, vanquishing Christian-majority provinces 
in the Middle East and North Africa. Traumatized 
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and subjugated, Christian communities in those 
lands were confronted by an insecure future.

Christians and other non-Muslim popula-
tions became second-class subjects in the newly  
declared Islamic lands. They were given three  
options: convert to Islam, pay jizya (a tax up 
to half of their possessions), or die under the 
sword. Before the rise of the nineteenth-century  
European empires, Islam spread from China to 
Eastern Europe, and to North Africa.

Islam’s imperial and military power collapsed 
with the defeat of the Ottoman Empire in WWI 
(1914–18) and the abolishing of the Ottoman  
caliphate in 1923. However, radical Islam rose in 
the second half of the twentieth century all over 
the world with the spread of the Muslim Brother-
hood, the Wahhabi ideology, and the immigration 
of millions of Muslims to the West, including the 
United States.

Radical Islamists have established Islamic cen-
ters in the West, where they promote their version 
of Islam among Muslim immigrant populations. 
Of particular concern is that second-generation 
Muslims in many parts of the West have become 
more radicalized than the first-generation Muslim 
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immigrants. This is due to the establishment of 
Islamic parochial schools and centers generously 
supported by Saudi and Gulf petrodollars.

Some think that the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, were a setback to Islam in the 
West. Not so. In fact, the attacks ignited a new  
interest in Islam all over the West. It is estimat-
ed that around twenty-five thousand people con-
vert to Islam every year in North America. Almost 
two decades after the attacks against the United 
States, Islam is on the offensive in the West.

The twenty-first century has brought an explo-
sion of Islamic propagation via print and broad-
cast media. This propagation targets Muslim pop-
ulations in their homelands as well as the Muslim 
diaspora. Christianity is criticized and disparaged 
on Islamic social media platforms and satellite 
television broadcasts.

Some Christian apologists believe that Islam 
is the main threat to the West in general and to 
Christianity in particular. They fear that Chris-
tians who are not well catechized, who are bib-
lically illiterate, and who are not secure in their 
faith can be swept away by Islamic apologists who 
skillfully attack Christianity.
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For these reasons, Christians may fear Muslims 
and see them as their enemies. However, we are to 
remember the words of Jesus when He said,

“But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44)

Christ’s blood was shed for all the lost:

He entered once for all into the holy places, not 
by means of the blood of goats and calves but by 
means of His own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption. (Hebrews 9:12)

To face both the challenge and opportunity of 
Islam successfully, Christians must know enough 
about the Islamic belief system and, of course, 
their own faith to communicate intelligently. But 
it is not only a question of knowledge. The Muslim 
must sense our genuine concern as we share our 
faith in creative and winsome ways. Prayer, study-
ing God’s Word, witnessing, and outreach are  
important in this time when more and more Mus-
lims are becoming our neighbors.

The following topics provide key points of com-
parison and contrast of the fundamental teachings 
of Islam and Christianity.
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MUHAMMAD, THE PROPHET OF ISLAM
Muhammad was born around AD 570 in the city 

of Mecca in what is today known as Saudi Arabia. 
He died in AD 632. Arabs in the Meccan culture 
of that time believed in many different gods. Lo-
cal and tribal gods received the most attention, 
and the people often carved images of these gods 
and made blood sacrifices to them. They also  
believed in angels and the jinn (Anglicized as  
genies).

Among this pantheon was a god named  
Allah. Before Muhammad’s time, Allah was already 
known in Arabia as a deity. Allah was considered 
to be the creator and sustainer of the universe 
who brought help in time of need.

As Muhammad grew to manhood, he became 
convinced that Allah was the only true god, and 
all others were mere idols. His knowledge of Juda-
ism and Christianity was based solely on conver-
sations with people during his travels and not on 
personal study of the Scriptures.

Islamic traditions state that Muhammad was  
illiterate and would not have been able to read the 
Old Testament. An Arabic translation of the New 
Testament did not exist at that time.
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While Muhammad’s knowledge of the Old and 
New Testaments was limited, the Qur’an does 
mention Old Testament figures such as Abraham, 
Joseph, and Moses; it also includes content about 
John the Baptist and Jesus. Although some of what 
is in the Qur’an matches with the Bible, most does 
not.

Muhammad’s knowledge of Christian doc-
trine was distorted in many ways. For example,  
Muhammad’s beliefs about God were similar to 
that of the Christian heretic Arius (AD 256–336). 
Arius believed that the Father created a lesser  
divinity through whom the creation would arise 
and who would act as our reflection of God. He 
taught that the Logos (Jesus) was a created being.

Chapter 112 of the Qur’an strongly reflects  
Arian rejection of the doctrine that the Logos  
(Jesus) existed from eternity and that through 
Him all things were created:

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the 
Merciful:

112:1 Say: He, Allah, is One.

112:2 Allah is He on Whom all depend.

112:3 He begets not, nor is He begotten;
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112:4 And none is like Him.

Muhammad became convinced that he was a 
prophet of Allah and that Allah had given Muham-
mad a revelation that superseded all other revela-
tions. He claimed that his revelation, recorded in 
the Qur’an, corrected errors found in the Chris-
tian Scriptures.

From beginning to end, the Bible teaches God’s 
people to beware of false prophets who contra-
dict the clear revelation given to the prophets and 
apostles of the Old and New Testaments. Moses 
warned,

“If a prophet . . . says, ‘Let us go after other gods,’ 
which you have not known, ‘and let us serve them,’ 
you shall not listen to the words of that prophet.” 
(Deuteronomy 13:1–3)

The apostle Paul wrote,

But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we 
preached to you, let him be accursed. (Galatians 
1:8)

Jesus, the very Son of God, warned us,

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in 
sheep’s clothing.” (Matthew 7:15)
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Since Muhammad’s teachings contradict what 
God has revealed in the Old and New Testaments, 
in particular on such central doctrines as the  
nature of God, the person and work of Jesus, and 
His substitutionary death on the cross, we can-
not consider them revelations from God. Rather,  
Muhammad is revealed to be a false prophet.

THE QUR’AN AND THE BIBLE
Muslims believe that the Qur’an is the  

uncreated and eternal word of Allah and that 
it reveals the “Truth.” Islam teaches that over a  
period of twenty-two years (AD 610–632), Mu-
hammad received revelations from Allah via the  
archangel Gabriel. Those were then written down 
and compiled in a book after Muhammad’s death. 
At the time of his death, there were actually vari-
ant Qur’ans. Othman, one of Muhammad’s suc-
cessors, compiled a single “authentic” version and 
ordered all the variant copies destroyed.

The Qur’an teaches that Muhammad is the final 
messenger and prophet of Allah, the “seal of the 
prophets,” whose revelations supersede all who 
came before him, from Abraham to Jesus. Muslims 


