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BROKEN PIECES

When I was in seminary in St. Louis, I took 
frequent trips to the Cathedral Basilica—a beau-
tiful place to sit, pray, and reflect. Often, my eyes 
wandered to the various pieces of stunning art-
work throughout the space. The most eye-cap-
turing pieces in the cathedral are the mosaics, 
made with more than forty-one million pieces 
of glass in seven thousand colors. From a dis-
tance, they don’t look like mosaics at all—they 
look like paintings. 

Why start with mosaics? It is because every 
person’s life consists of millions of little pieces 
that make the picture of who they are. Some of 
these pieces are great moments, like the birth of 
a child, while some are dark memories, like the 
death of a loved one or the end of a marriage. 

As a child, and grandchild, of divorce, I wres-
tled with how this piece added to the mosaic 
of my life. I went through the normal stages of 
grief, like many do, before finally learning in my 
college years that, because of Christ, anything 
can be made whole again. One of the best pieces 
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of wisdom that communicates this truth is from 
Dr. Jacob Youmans, who told me, “Travis, if you 
believe in the resurrection, then you believe that 
God can restore absolutely anything.” 

If you gain nothing else from the remainder 
of this writing, I pray that you would know that. 
God can, and does, make your broken life whole 
through the precious blood of Jesus.

BIBLICAL REASONS FOR DIVORCE
Brokenness is not what God intended for the 

world. God created this beautiful place called 
the Garden of Eden, which was absolute perfec-
tion. It was free from death, wrongdoing, and 
any corrupted intentions. In this garden, God 
made Adam and Eve. 

When Adam saw Eve, he said, “This at last 
is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” 
(Genesis 2:23). Immediately after that, we see 
the words that are read at most Christian wed-
dings: “Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24).

Unfortunately, this uncorrupted, beautiful 
garden did not stay that way for long. Adam and 
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Eve listened to Satan, disobeyed God, were ban-
ished from the garden—and here we are today. 

Divorce was never part of God’s plan. Rather, 
it is the result of a fallen world. Please do not 
take this as a judgmental statement—it is sim-
ply fact. Every person who has entered a marital 
union, or has been part of any relationship, is 
a sinful individual. The apostle Paul, who wrote 
much of the New Testament, calls himself the 
“foremost” of sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). He ex-
plains, “For I do not do what I want, but I do 
the very thing I hate” (Romans 7:15). In every 
relationship, sin rears its ugly head and reminds 
us of imperfection. 

Divorce was not part of what God wanted for 
humans; nevertheless, we live in a world where 
this is reality. In the New Testament, we hear 
about divorce from two people: Jesus and Paul. 

Let’s take a look at what Jesus says about it in 
the Gospel of Matthew:

Now when Jesus had finished these say-
ings, He went away from Galilee and 
entered the region of Judea beyond the 
Jordan. And large crowds followed Him, 
and He healed them there. And Phar-
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isees came up to Him and tested Him 
by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s 
wife for any cause?” He answered, “Have 
you not read that He who created them 
from the beginning made them male 
and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh’? So they are no longer 
two but one flesh. What therefore God 
has joined together, let not man sepa-
rate.” They said to Him, “Why then did 
Moses command one to give a certificate 
of divorce and to send her away?” (in ref-
erence to Deuteronomy 24:1–4). He said 
to them, “Because of your hardness of 
heart Moses allowed you to divorce your 
wives, but from the beginning it was not 
so. And I say to you: whoever divorces 
his wife, except for sexual immorality, and 
marries another, commits adultery.” 
(Matthew 19:1–9, emphasis added)

Jesus gives the first reason for divorce: sexu-
al immorality. 
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Now, let’s look at what Paul says in 
1 Corinthians:

To the married I give this charge (not I, 
but the Lord): the wife should not sepa-
rate from her husband (but if she does, 
she should remain unmarried or else 
be reconciled to her husband), and the 
husband should not divorce his wife. 
To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if 
any brother has a wife who is an unbe-
liever, and she consents to live with him, 
he should not divorce her. If any woman 
has a husband who is an unbeliever, and 
he consents to live with her, she should 
not divorce him. For the unbelieving 
husband is made holy because of his 
wife, and the unbelieving wife is made 
holy because of her husband. Otherwise 
your children would be unclean, but as 
it is, they are holy. But if the unbelieving 
partner separates, let it be so. In such cases 
the brother or sister is not enslaved. God 
has called you to peace. For how do you 
know, wife, whether you will save your 
husband? Or how do you know, hus-


