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AN AMERICAN HERO

The place: Montreal, Canada. The year: 1976, 
an Olympic year. Igniting the passion of Amer-
ican sports enthusiasts, Bruce Jenner took the 
podium as the gold-medal winner of the decath-
lon. It was the ultimate test of athletic talent, 
skill, endurance, and accomplishment .  .  . and 
Bruce Jenner was the best in the world. Instantly, 
he became a national hero. His picture appeared 
on a Wheaties cereal box, a distinction reserved 
for champions. Young men and old wanted to 
be like him. Fast-forward to the year 2015. On 
the cover of the July issue of Vanity Fair maga-
zine was a photograph with the caption “Call me 
Caitlyn.” It was Bruce Jenner—a very different 
Bruce Jenner. Not long before that, in an inter-
view with Diane Sawyer on the television show 
20/20, Jenner came out as a trans woman, saying 
that she had dealt with gender dysphoria since 
her youth and that “for all intents and purposes, 
I’m a woman.” That was the rationale for multi-
ple surgeries and hormone treatments to make 
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Jenner appear on the outside the way he was 
feeling on the inside, like a woman. 

The reaction to Jenner’s very public story 
of personal transformation was all across the 
board. Some applauded his courage. Some were 
repulsed. Judgmental words flew back and forth. 
But all sides of the issue had to admit—a nerve 
had been struck. Adults and children were say-
ing, “That’s how I feel.”

WHY ARE YOU READING THIS?
Four people are reading these words right 

now. One is shocked and appalled by where 
society is going and is looking for ammuni-
tion to blast “those people” from a posture of 
self-righteousness. Another is concerned about 
where things are going in our world and wants to 
learn more, but is viewing it all from a distance. 
Still another has started to see these issues com-
ing closer and, in fact, is saying, “I see that in my 
world . .  . in my life . .  . in my family.” And the 
final person is thinking, “This is talking about 
me.” 

To the first person—put down this booklet. 
What is written here is about speaking the truth 
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in love and not about fueling angry diatribes and 
judgmental attitudes. You will only misuse what 
you find here. 

To the others—keep reading. The message of 
Christianity is one of a shared struggle with sin, 
shared by all. But the message of Christianity is 
also one of promise and victory in Jesus Christ, 
designed for all. Regardless of where people 
are—on society’s fringe or on Christianity’s 
moral and spiritual fringe—the heart of God is 
filled with compassion and longing to draw all 
people to Himself.

NOTHING NEW
Some people are wringing their hands, won-

dering why this “new” problem has emerged 
in our society. In many ways, however, “there 
is nothing new under the sun,” as the writer of 
Ecclesiastes says in the Bible (1:9). All the way 
back in the Old Testament, the fledgling nation 
of Israel specifically needed to be instructed: 
“A woman shall not wear a man’s garment, nor 
shall a man put on a woman’s cloak, for whoever 
does these things is an abomination to the Lord 
your God” (Deuteronomy 22:5). Please note: Care 
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should be given when extracting Old Testament 
laws for the nation of Israel to apply to our con-
temporary culture; however, it is clear—ancient 
times had instances of women and men who 
wanted to cross certain gender-defined lines. 

So, if it is true that people have struggled 
with their sexual identity for much of history, 
why does it seem different today? It’s all over 
the place. There are men who think not only 
that they would be better off living as women 
but also that they really are women. There are 
women who think they would be better off as 
men. There are girls attracted to girls and boys 
attracted to boys, some to neither, but some to 
both. As if that were not enough, the social media 
platform Facebook at one point came out with 
fifty-eight different designations under the cat-
egory “Gender.” Now, the options on Facebook 
are simply “Male,” “Female,” and “Custom.” 

What has happened? Answer: Issues that 
have troubled humanity for ages have hit social 
media and a permission-giving culture. Con-
versations that previously happened in back 
rooms are now in the mainstream. And society 
is struggling to have these conversations when 
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many have either rejected or are ignorant of the 
biblical worldview and what the Bible says about 
God’s gift of humanity and sexuality. 

A SAFE PLACE
There is a dangerous opinion floating around 

our communities, and it is that the Church is 
not a safe place to talk about issues of sexual-
ity and gender identity. Some falsely think the 
Bible and those who say they live by it are filled 
with nothing but judgment. The first step in a 
Christian, biblical response to transgenderism 
is changing that perception. Certainly, the Bible 
is filled with judgment statements. “Thou shalt 
not” does not leave room for “But what if I want 
to?” Behind God’s statements of judgment and 
declarations of His Law are His love for His cre-
ation and His desire to set humanity on a good 
path, a redemptive path, a path that is described 
by Jesus as life to the full, as having life “abun-
dantly” (John 10:10).

When Jesus walked this earth, He had an 
incredible ability to balance judgment with love. 
He had remarkably high standards. He had zero 
tolerance for sin in any form. However, He also 


