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CONVERSATION WITH GOD
Prayer is our conversation with God, a con-

versation built on His mercy and commands. 
It is a remarkable bridge that spans heaven and 
earth, connecting our tiny lives with our Lord in 
heaven. Yet who are we, sinful and insignificant 
as we are, to talk with the mighty and eternal 
God? We’re children of the heavenly Father, com-
manded to speak and thrilled at the privilege.

The bridge of prayer is built on God’s words and 
gracious promises. Prayer brings us into the contin-
uous heavenly conversation that is already going on.

In the conversation of prayer, we tell God our 
hopes and fears, our flaws and desires, confident 
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that He cares deeply about them all. We acknowl-
edge the many promises He has made to us. He 
listens intently to our words, though He knows 
them all before we speak and has already prepared 
His answer. Our prayers echo the words Jesus has 
already spoken for us. Romans 8:34 tells us He 
“indeed is interceding for us” with the Father. Our 
Mediator prayed, “I do not ask for these only, but 
also for those who will believe in Me” (John 17:20). 
Even when we are unable to find words, we pray 
because the Holy Spirit “intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words” (Romans 8:26).

It’s only by His mercy that we dare approach 
Him. Because of Christ’s death and resurrection, we 
know God has already forgiven us so we can come 
into His presence with confidence.

God Commands Us to Pray

Parents are thrilled to hear their child’s first 
word. Those same parents, years later, ask that same 
child, “How was school?” and love the engaging 
conversation that follows. Young people on their 
first date are thrilled to talk with each other effort-
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lessly for hours. That same couple, married for sixty 
years, still hasn’t stopped talking.

People need to talk. Sometimes conversation 
begins by design, but more often it occurs as the 
result of the simple, natural act of being together. 
This can be a model of prayer. In our relationship 
with God, the conversation of prayer happens by 
His command and by His invitation. It’s also our 
time to remember His Word and to repeat those 
words and promises back to Him. Our joyful dis-
covery is that He listens to us and welcomes our 
words.

With the firmness of a Father and Creator, God 
commands us to pray. He commands us to use His 
name rightly, and we do so when we pray to Him. 
He provides us the very words to say in the Lord’s 
Prayer: He tells us, “When you pray, say . . .” (Luke 
11:2). His command to pray includes His promise 
to answer: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you” (Luke 11:9). God knows that we most often 
pray when we’re in need, so He encourages us all 
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the more: “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will 
deliver you, and you shall glorify Me” (Psalm 50:15).

But God’s command to pray is more than that 
of a parent asking a child to tell about her day. 
First, He wants us to unburden ourselves by telling 
Him all our worries. God doesn’t have to guess at 
what we’re going to say; He knows our trouble, our 
sin, our fears, and our need for Him better than 
we ourselves know. Even as we are praying the 
words, He has already prepared His answer: “Your 
Father knows what you need before you ask Him” 
(Matthew 6:8).

Second, when God commands us to pray, He 
gives us the words to say. Not only is the Lord’s 
Prayer the model of prayer and the actual words 
that we can say, but all of God’s Word can also be a 
part of our prayers. When commanding us to pray, 
God is also commanding us to remember what He 
has already said, who He is, and what He is capa-
ble of doing. God gives us wonderful examples of 
prayer throughout the Scriptures.
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Third, God gives power through prayer. James 
5:16–18 speaks of this: “The prayer of a righteous 
person has great power as it is working. Elijah was a 
man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently 
that it might not rain, and for three years and six 
months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed 
again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore 
its fruit.” None of us consider themselves equal to 
Elijah, and we likely aren’t praying for a three-year 
drought. But the point of James’s words is that 
the prophet Elijah was heard by the same caring, 
powerful God who hears us. Pray then with the 
confidence of Elijah. The power of our prayers is not 
in our words but in God, who hears us all equally 
by the grace that is in Christ.

God commands us to pray in every situation. 
This command steps into the center of every trouble 
and offers us the help God has already prepared. 
This command fills our joyful days with the 
reminder that God is the giver of every good gift 
and welcomes our thanks. God directs us to pray 
with the words He has taught us; He promises that 
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those words are as effective for us as they were for 
the faithful we read about in the Bible.

God’s Promises to Listen and Act

“Did you say something? I’m sorry. I wasn’t 
listening.”

Those words are said even in the best of rela-
tionships. It’s no surprise that we often don’t listen 
to one another. We’re focused on tasks at hand, 
thinking of something else, texting, or watching 
a show. Sometimes when people talk to us, unless 
they are shouting, we may catch one word in three.

What if the same standard applied to God? What 
if He didn’t listen because He was busy or doing 
more important things? What if we couldn’t pray 
loudly enough to reach heaven? Would we have any 
chance of being heard? No. When is God not busy 
with more important people and problems than 
ours? And when has our voice ever had volume 
enough to reach to heaven?

But prayer doesn’t depend on our worthiness, 
importance, or voice. Our prayers depend on God’s 
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mercy, His command to pray, and His promises to 
hear us and act. We’re not worthy and never will 
be, yet He hears us completely, by grace, because 
He is our Father:

Or which one of you, if his son asks him for 
bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks 
for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father who is in heaven give good 
things to those who ask Him! (Matthew 
7:9–11)

Like a loving father who hears and responds to 
the needs of his children, God certainly knows our 
needs and has prepared for them. When we worry 
about the basic necessities of life, hear Jesus’ words:

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, “What 
shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or 
“What shall we wear?” For the Gentiles seek 
after all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them all. But 
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seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you. (Matthew 6:31–33)

When we fear that we aren’t important enough, 
God in His Word promises that His attention to us 
is even greater than that of a mother and her child:

Can a woman forget her nursing child, that 
she should have no compassion on the son 
of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I 
will not forget you. Behold, I have engraved 
you on the palms of My hands. (Isaiah 
49:15–16a)

God uses the best examples of the relationship 
of parent and child to assure us that His devotion 
to us is even greater. And since God knows us as 
the perfect father knows his children, He promises 
that He also knows what we’re going to say. All our 
words and thoughts are open to Him.

O Lord, You have searched me and 
known me! . . . Even before a word is on 
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my tongue, behold, O Lord, You know it 
altogether. (Psalm 139:1, 4)

Therefore, we needn’t try to hide any part of our 
lives from God. No sin is too horrible to confess. No 
sorrow is too small to express. When we’ve finished 
telling Him all we’ve said and done, God truly can 
say, “I know.”

We might think that since God knows every-
thing, there’s no need to tell Him anything. 
However, He is a Father who loves His children 
and welcomes them. The parable of the persistent 
widow gives us this encouragement: “And He told 
them a parable to the effect that they ought always 
to pray and not lose heart” (Luke 18:1). The widow 
goes to the unrighteous judge day after day, but he 
refuses to hear her. Then, finally, he listens to her, 
but only to save himself from her coming. Jesus says 
God is the opposite of the judge. “And will not God 
give justice to His elect, who cry to Him day and 
night? Will He delay long over them? I tell you, He 
will give justice to them speedily” (Luke 18:7–8a).
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