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The Holy Bible has guided the teachings of the 
Christian Church and the lives of countless 

Christians for thousands of years. But what is 
it? Where did it come from? What does it say?

What Is the Bible?

The Bible is a collection of sixty-six books divided 
between the Old Testament and the New Testament.

Your word is a lamp to my 

feet and a light to my path. 

(Psalm 119:105)
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Old Testament

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Solomon

Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi
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New Testament

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation
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These books tell the story of God’s relationship 
with His human creatures. Sadly, the first humans 
disobeyed God, contaminating themselves and all 
of us, their offspring, with sin. In the process, they 
brought suffering and death to all creatures and a 
curse on God’s creation. But the Bible reveals God’s 
plan to save fallen humanity and to restore His cre-
ation through His Son.

What Is the DIfference  
betWeen the OlD  

anD neW testaments?

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
but in these last days He has spoken to us by 
His Son.  (Hebrews 1:1–2)

Both Testaments speak about Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God and Savior of the world. Both 

show that humanity needs Jesus, our Savior, 
because we disobey God and mistreat one 
another. The Bible calls these violations sins. We 
deserve God’s punishment, but His Son, Jesus, 
took that punishment as our substitute.

The biggest difference between the testaments 
is when they were written. The people, places, and 
events in the Old Testament occurred before Jesus’ 
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birth, and those in the New Testament occurred 
afterward.

The Old Testament relates mankind’s fall into 
sin and its devastating consequences through many 
generations; it also reveals God’s unfolding promises 
to send the Savior. The New Testament records how 
Jesus Christ accomplished that salvation.

WhO WrOte the bIble?

God chose forty people over a span of two 
thousand years to receive and record His 

words. Since He carefully guided each word 
and letter written, the original manuscripts of 
the Bible books did not and could not contain 
any errors.

For no prophecy was ever produced by the will 
of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:21)

The people God inspired to write the Old 
Testament are called prophets. The books of the 
New Testament were written by eyewitnesses of the 
risen Jesus or under their supervision. We call these 
witnesses apostles.



8

What are the maIn Parts 
Of the OlD testament?

The Old Testament consists of the Books of 
Moses, the Historical Books, the Wisdom 

Books, and the Prophetic Books.

Books of Moses

The first five books of the Bible were written by 
Moses and are considered the most important part 
of the Old Testament.

GENESIS records how the first humans, Adam 
and Eve, disobeyed God and ruined His perfect 
creation. They passed their sinful nature to their off-
spring. Distrust, suffering, and death quickly spread 
through the whole human race. In undeserved love 
and mercy, God promised them a Savior. He revealed 
His plan while pronouncing judgment upon Satan, 
who had tempted Eve to eat the forbidden fruit:

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring; 
He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise 
His heel.  (Genesis 3:15)

The remainder of Genesis focuses on Abraham 
and Sarah, from whom God raised up the nation of 
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Israel, from which He would send His Son into the 
world.

EXODUS describes God sending Moses to free 
Abraham’s descendants from slavery. Through ten 
plagues, God forced Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to 
free Israel. Then God revealed Himself to Israel on 
Mount Sinai. He gave the Ten Commandments and 
instructed Moses to build the tabernacle, a portable 
worship space.

And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may 
dwell in their midst.  (Exodus 25:8)

LEVITICUS contains God’s instructions for the 
priests from Moses’ tribe of Levi. It instructed the 
priests about Israel’s sacrifices, worship, and festivals, 
which all reveal aspects of Jesus’ salvation.

Draw near to the altar and offer your sin 
offering and your burnt offering and make 
atonement for yourself and for the people. 
 (Leviticus 9:7)

NUMBERS is named for two censuses of Israel, 
the first at Mount Sinai before the people set off for 
the Promised Land. When they refused to trust God 
and enter, He made them wander in the wilderness 
forty years.

Your children shall be shepherds in the wil-
derness forty years and shall suffer for your 
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faithlessness, until the last of your dead bodies 
shall fall in this wilderness.  (Numbers 14:33)

DEUTERONOMY contains Moses’ farewell ser-
mons to the next generation of Israel. He reminded 
them of how God had kept His promises in the past, 
encouraged them to trust Him to bring them into 
the Promised Land, and reminded them to live in 
obedience and faith until God would send the Savior:

Therefore choose life, that you and your off-
spring may live, loving the Lord your God, 
obeying His voice and holding fast to Him. 
 (Deuteronomy 30:19–20)

Historical Books

The historical books record Israel’s history after God 
brought them into the Promised Land.

JOSHUA describes how God gave the land to His 
people Israel.

Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you 
and all this people, into the land that I am 
giving to them, to the people of Israel.  
 (Joshua 1:2)

By the end of the book, each tribe was allotted 
territory in Canaan.
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JUDGES reviews the four centuries after Joshua’s 
death, when Israel drifted away from the Lord. When 
foreign nations oppressed them, God raised up judges 
to deliver them.

In those days there was no king in Israel. 
Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.  
 (Judges 21:25)

RUTH lived during the time of the judges. She was 
from Moab but had married an Israelite who moved 
to her country because of famine. After he died, she 
traveled to Israel with her widowed mother-in-law, 
Naomi.

Ruth said, “. . . Where you go I will go, and 
where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall 
be my people, and your God my God.”  
 (Ruth 1:16)

In Bethlehem, God gave Ruth a noble Israelite 
husband with whom she became an ancestor in the 
line leading to the promised Savior, Jesus Christ.

FIRST SAMUEL covers the transition from judges 
to kings in Israel. When the Israelites demanded a 
king, God chose Saul from the tribe of Benjamin. 
When Saul grew proud and ignored the Lord’s 
commands, God rejected him and chose David of 
Bethlehem to be Israel’s next king.
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The Lord said to Samuel, “ . . . Fill your horn 
with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for Myself a 
king among his sons.”  (1 Samuel 16:1)

SECOND SAMUEL describes David’s king-
ship over Israel. God promised to build an eternal 
house for David through one of his descendants, 
Jesus Christ.

I will raise up your offspring after you, who 
shall come from your body, and I will establish 
His kingdom. He shall build a house for My 
name, and I will establish the throne of His 
kingdom forever.  (2 Samuel 7:12–13)

FIRST KINGS covers roughly the first half of 
the kingdom years. David’s son Solomon built the 
temple in Jerusalem, and God’s ark of the covenant 
was carried into the temple.

And when the priests came out of the Holy 
Place, a cloud filled the house of the Lord, 
so that the priests could not stand to minister 
because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord 
filled the house of the Lord.  (1 Kings 8:10–11)

But Solomon’s many foreign wives led him into 
idolatry. God tore ten tribes from Solomon’s son, and 
split Israel into two kingdoms. David’s descendants 
ruled the Southern Kingdom of Judah. The ten tribes 
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in the north, called Israel, were ruled by wicked kings 
who kept leading the people away from God.

SECOND KINGS traces the Northern Kingdom’s 
death spiral into idolatry until God finally brought 
in the Assyrians to defeat and exile its people in 722 
BC. The ten tribes never returned and are known as 
the lost tribes of Israel. In 586 BC, Judah’s disobe-
dience led to its capture and exile by Babylon. The 
book ends with God’s favor on Judah’s deposed king, 
Jehoiachin:

In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of 
Jehoiachin king of Judah . . . Evil-merodach 
king of Babylon . . . freed Jehoiachin king of 
Judah from prison. And he spoke kindly to him 
and gave him a seat above the seats of the kings 
who were with him in Babylon.  (2 Kings 25:27–28)

Jehoiachin’s grandson, Zerubbabel will show up 
in the Book of Ezra, leading the returned exiles to 
rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.

FIRST CHRONICLES retraces the genealogy of 
God’s people from Adam and Eve through King 
David. It then describes David’s preparations for the 
temple his son Solomon would build.

O Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel, our fathers, . . . grant to Solomon my son 
a whole heart that he may keep Your command-
ments, Your testimonies, and Your statutes, 
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performing all, and that he may build the 
palace for which I have made provision. 
 (1 Chronicles 29:18–19)

Both 1 and 2 Chronicles were written to encour-
age Judah’s exiles who had returned from Babylon to 
build a temple to replace Solomon’s, which had been 
destroyed by the Babylonians.

SECOND CHRONICLES begins with Solomon 
building the temple. Then it follows David’s descen-
dants who ruled Judah until the sinful nation was 
exiled to Babylon. It ends with an exciting procla-
mation of Cyrus king of Persia:

The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all 
the kingdoms of the earth, and He has charged 
me to build Him a house at Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all His 
people, may the Lord his God be with him. 
Let him go up.  (2 Chronicles 36:23)

EZRA was a priest and scribe sent by the Persian 
king to restore the spiritual life of the returned exiles. 
He also reformed the worship practices of the exiles.

Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest, the 
scribe of the Law of the God of heaven . . . you 
are sent by the king and his seven counselors 
to make inquiries about Judah and Jerusalem 
according to the Law of your God, which is in 
your hand.  (Ezra 7:12, 14)
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NEHEMIAH was a Jewish cupbearer, a trusted 
servant of the Persian king. He was permitted to 
rebuild Jerusalem’s walls to protect the returned 
exiles from their enemies.

I said to the king, “ . . . send me to Judah, 
to the city of my fathers’ graves, that I may 
rebuild it.”  (Nehemiah 2:5)

ESTHER was an exiled Jewish orphan who 
became the queen of Persia. When confronted by 
the evil plot of the chief administrator to destroy the 
Jews, Esther sprang into action:

Who knows whether you have not come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this? (Esther 4:14)

Wisdom Books

Five books record the wisdom literature of God’s 
people Israel. This Hebrew poetry examines the ben-
efits of living in faith and obedience toward God, and 
the hardships we bring on ourselves when we neglect 
God’s wise teachings.

JOB was a believer who suffered great loss and 
disease. When his friends tried to convince him that 
God was punishing him for some hidden sin, Job 
asserted his integrity and begged for an intercessor to 
plead his innocence before God. Finally, God spoke 
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to Job, convincing him to humble himself and live by 
faith. Job predicted Jesus’ resurrection, saying,

I know that my Redeemer lives.  (Job 19:25)

PSALMS is a collection of 150 songs used in 
Israel’s worship. This poetry covers the full range 
of human emotions and experiences. It also reveals 
much about Jesus Christ and His saving work:

He shall cry to Me, “You are My Father, My 
God, and the Rock of My salvation.” And I will 
make Him the firstborn, the highest of the kings 
of the earth.  (Psalm 89:26–27)

PROVERBS is a collection of wise sayings, most 
of which were written or collected by Solomon. They 
speak of the wisdom of trusting God and the folly of 
disobeying Him.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning  
of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 
instruction. (Proverbs 1:7)

ECCLESIASTES exposes the emptiness of life 
without God. Solomon described the vanity of indulg-
ing our sinful desires.

Though a sinner does evil a hundred times and 
prolongs his life, yet I know that it will be well 
with those who fear God, because they fear 
before Him.  (Ecclesiastes 8:12)
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SONG OF SOLOMON celebrates the love between 
a husband and wife through their courtship, wedding, 
and married life. It reveals Jesus’ love for His bride, 
the Church, which drove Him to the cross.

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon 
your arm, for love is strong as death, jealousy 
is fierce as the grave.  (Song of Solomon 8:6)

Prophetic Books

The seventeen prophetic books warn Israel to repent 
of its sin before God’s punishment comes. They also 
reveal much about the life and mission of God’s 
promised Savior, Jesus Christ.

ISAIAH was a prophet to Judah when Assyria 
conquered Israel and invaded Judah. Isaiah predicted 
more events in Jesus’ life than any other prophet.

He poured out His soul to death and was 
numbered with the transgressors; yet He bore 
the sin of many, and makes intercession for the 
transgressors.  (Isaiah 53:12)

JEREMIAH was a prophet to Judah about a hun-
dred years after Isaiah. When Babylon destroyed the 
temple, Jeremiah chose to remain and minister to the 
few survivors in Jerusalem. He also prophesied the 
coming of Jesus Christ:
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Behold, the days are coming, declares the 
Lord, when I will raise up for David a righ-
teous Branch, and He shall reign as king and 
deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righ-
teousness in the land.  (Jeremiah 23:5)

LAMENTATIONS is five poems Jeremiah wrote to 
lament Jerusalem’s devastation after the Babylonian 
conquest and exile. The third poem offers hope:

His mercies . . . are new every morning.  
 (Lamentations 3:22–23)

EZEKIEL was a priest exiled to Babylon. As a 
prophet, he encouraged his fellow exiles to settle 
down for a long stay in Babylon. When the temple 
was destroyed, he prophesied their return.

I will bring you out from the peoples and 
gather you out of the countries where you are 
scattered, with a mighty hand and an out-
stretched arm.  (Ezekiel 20:34)

DANIEL was a young man exiled to Babylon 
during the same time as Ezekiel. He was recognized 
as a wise man and trained as an adviser to the king of 
Babylon. He became a great prophet and government 
official.

The king answered and said to Daniel, “You 
are that Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, 
whom the king my father brought from 
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Judah. I have heard of you that the spirit of 
the gods is in you, and that light and under-
standing and excellent wisdom are found 
in you.”  (Daniel 5:13–14)

HOSEA was a prophet to Israel at the time Isaiah 
was a prophet in Judah. God directed Hosea to marry 
an adulterous woman, illustrating Israel’s unfaithful-
ness to God and God’s mercy for His bride.

The Lord said to me, “Go again, love a 
woman who is loved by another man and 
is an adulteress, even as the Lord loves 
the children of Israel, though they turn to 
other gods.”  (Hosea 3:1)

JOEL was a prophet to Judah in the years before 
Assyria invaded Israel. He warned that the Assyrians 
would invade like a swarm of locusts and prophesied 
the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost:

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will 
pour out My Spirit on all flesh.  (Joel 2:28)

AMOS was a prophet to both Israel and Judah 
at the same time as Hosea and Isaiah. God was 
stalking both nations like a lion and would bring 
the Assyrians to destroy Israel and ravage Judah. 
Amos’s final chapter speaks of the coming Savior 
and His Kingdom.
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In that day I will raise up the booth of David 
that is fallen and repairs its breaches. 
 (Amos 9:11)

OBADIAH preached against Edom, the descen-
dants of Jacob’s brother, Esau. The Edomites 
delighted to see Babylon destroy Jerusalem, even 
betraying refugees who fled to them. Obadiah prom-
ised God would restore Judah but destroy Edom.

But do not gloat over the day of your brother in 
the day of his misfortune; do not rejoice over 
the people of Judah in the day of their ruin; do 
not boast in the day of distress. Obadiah 12)

JONAH was sent to Nineveh, the capital of 
Assyria, about seventy years before Assyria destroyed 
Israel. But Jonah disobeyed God and fled on a ship. 
Using a great fish, God turned Jonah to obey and 
warn Nineveh of God’s wrath. The people repented 
and God relented.

When God saw what they did, how they turned 
from their evil way, God relented of the disas-
ter that He had said He would do to them, and 
He did not do it.  (Jonah 3:10)

MICAH lived in Isaiah’s time and was a prophet to 
the leaders of Judah and Israel. He denounced their 
idolatry and warned of their coming destruction. He 
also prophesied the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem:
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But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too 
little to be among the clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for Me one who is to be ruler 
in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, 
from ancient days.  (Micah 5:2)

NAHUM announced God’s judgment against 
Nineveh, the capital city of Assyria. Though the 
Ninevites had repented at Jonah’s warning, later gen-
erations returned to their cruelty. Nahum announced 
God’s judgment and Nineveh’s fall.

The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of 
trouble; He knows those who take refuge in 
Him. But with an overflowing flood He will 
make a complete end of the adversaries. 
 (Nahum 1:7–8)

HABAKKUK was a prophet to Judah. He asked 
why God tolerated injustice in Jerusalem. God prom-
ised to send Babylon to end the injustice. Habakkuk 
complained that the Babylonians were worse than 
Judah. God promised to punish Babylon in time and 
called on Habakkuk to trust Him and live by faith 
until that day.

Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright 
within him, but the righteous shall live by 
his faith. (Habakkuk 2:4)



22

ZEPHANIAH was a prophet to Judah with 
Jeremiah. He warned of God’s punishment on the 
“Day of the Lord.” Zephaniah’s warning reminds 
us of the final judgment but also promises deliverance 
for all believers.

The Lord has taken away the judgments 
against you; He has cleared away your ene-
mies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in 
your midst.  (Zephaniah 3:15)

HAGGAI was sent to the returned exiles in 
Jerusalem. He stirred Zerubbabel, the governor, 
and the high priest to unite the people to rebuild the 
temple. He promised the Christ would come to this 
new temple.

The latter glory of this house shall be greater 
than the former, says the Lord of hosts. And in 
this place I will give peace, declares the Lord 
of hosts.  (Haggai 2:9)

ZECHARIAH was a prophet to the returned 
exiles. He worked alongside Haggai to encourage the 
people to rebuild the temple. In stunning detail, he 
described the sufferings of Jesus Christ (chs. 11–13).

And I will pour out on the house of David and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace 
and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look 
on Me, on Him whom they have pierced, they 
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shall mourn for Him, as one mourns for an 
only child, and weep bitterly over Him, as one 
weeps over a firstborn.  (Zechariah 12:10)

MALACHI prophesied to the returned exiles after 
the temple was rebuilt. He confronted the priests 
for offering unworthy sacrifices and challenged the 
people to support the Levites with their tithes and 
offerings. He added a prophesy of the coming of John 
the Baptist and Jesus Christ the Savior (3:1–2; 4:5–6).

Behold, I send My messenger, and he will pre-
pare the way before Me. And the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to His temple; and 
the messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight, behold, He is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts.  (Malachi 3:1)

What are the maIn Parts 
Of the neW testament?

The New Testament consists of the Gospels, 
the History of the Church, and the Epistles.

The Gospels

These four books describe the life, teachings, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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MATTHEW was one of Jesus’ twelve apostles. 
He wrote to the Jewish people, using many Old 
Testament prophesies to show that Jesus of Nazareth 
is the promised Savior and Son of God.

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
call His name Immanuel.”  (Matthew 1:22–23)

MARK was an aide to Peter, one of Jesus’ 
twelve apostles. He wrote for the Romans among 
whom Peter preached, focusing on Jesus’ authority 
and power.

And [Jesus] awoke and rebuked the wind and 
said to the sea, “Peace! Be Still!” And the wind 
ceased, and there was a great calm. . . . And 
they were filled with great fear and said to one 
another, “Who then is this, that even the wind 
and the sea obey Him?”  (Mark 4:39–41)

LUKE was a physician Paul had met on one of 
his missionary journeys. Luke’s Gospel came from 
interviews with eyewitnesses. This book is known 
for showing us Jesus’ human side.

And being in agony [Jesus] prayed more ear-
nestly; and His sweat became like great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground. 
 (Luke 22:44)
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JOHN was one of Jesus’ twelve apostles. His 
account clearly shows that Jesus is the Son of God.

Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen 
to Him, came forward and said to them, 
“Whom do you seek?” They answered Him, 
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, 
“I am He.” . . . They drew back and fell to 
the ground.  (John 18:4–6)

The History of the Church

The early history of the New Testament Church is 
recorded in the Book of Acts.

ACTS was written by Luke. He described how 
Peter, then Paul, carried the Gospel from Jerusalem 
to Rome.

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be My 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.  (Acts 1:8)

The Epistles

The Epistles are letters the apostles wrote to various 
churches and individual believers. Paul wrote the 
first thirteen.
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ROMANS sums up the entire Christian faith and 
life. Paul especially focused on the righteousness Jesus 
Christ gives to us by faith apart from our works.

But now the righteousness of God has been 
manifested apart from the law . . . the righ-
teousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe.  (Romans 3:21–22)

FIRST CORINTHIANS addresses a church divided 
into various groups with differing interests. Paul 
exposes these divisions and asserts that we are all 
united in Christ crucified.

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and 
that there be no divisions among you. 
 (1 Corinthians 1:10)

SECOND CORINTHIANS follows up on what 
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians. Having learned of the 
Corinthians’ repentance, Paul wrote to comfort them 
in Jesus Christ.

For I wrote to you out of much affliction and 
anguish of heart and with many tears, not to 
cause you pain but to let you know the abun-
dant love that I have for you. (2 Corinthians 2:4)

GALATIANS confronts a congregation deceived 
into believing they had to do the works of Moses to 



27

be saved. Paul shows that our righteousness comes 
from Christ’s perfect life and death alone.

I am astonished that you are so quickly desert-
ing Him who called you in the grace of Christ 
and are turning to a different gospel. 
 (Galatians 1:6)

EPHESIANS was written to a church divided 
between Jewish and Gentile believers and subjected 
to false teachings. Paul focused them back on Jesus 
Christ, our righteousness.

[Jesus] Himself is our peace, who has made us 
both one and has broken down in His flesh the 
dividing wall of hostility.  (Ephesians 2:14)

PHILIPPIANS was a congregation in a town made 
up mostly of retired Roman soldiers. Paul focuses on 
the heavenly citizenship Jesus won for us.

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we 
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 (Philippians 3:20)

COLOSSIANS counters greedy, false teachers who 
were trying to turn believers away from Christ. Paul 
reminds us as well that Jesus is the Lord of creation, 
in whom the fullness of God dwells.



28

For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased 
to dwell, and through Him to reconcile to 
Himself all things.  (Colossians 1:19–20)

FIRST THESSALONIANS encourages a congre-
gation facing tremendous persecution from a hostile 
culture. Paul communicates again that in Jesus Christ 
we can endure persecution and remain faithful.

For you, brothers, became imitators of the 
churches of God in Christ Jesus that are 
in Judea. For you suffered the same things 
from your own countrymen as they did from 
the Jews. (1 Thessalonians 2:14)

SECOND THESSALONIANS addresses the con-
fusion caused by rumors that Judgment Day had 
already come. Paul assures us that we will not miss 
Christ’s return, but that we must be ready to endure 
persecution and false teaching until that day.

We ask you, brothers, not to be quickly 
shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit 
or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be 
from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord 
has come  (2 Thessalonians 2:1–2)

FIRST TIMOTHY is Paul’s first pastoral letter, 
written to an individual. Paul met Timothy on his 
missionary journeys. He instructed Timothy how 
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to carry out his responsibilities as pastor to the 
Ephesians.

Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of 
the eternal life to which you were called. 
 (1 Timothy 6:12)

SECOND TIMOTHY is likely Paul’s last letter. 
Imprisoned in Rome and expecting to be martyred, 
he urged his dear friend to come to him quickly.

For I am already being poured out as a 
drink offering, and the time of my departure 
has come. (2 Timothy 4:6)

TITUS was a young pastor Paul had left to min-
ister on the island of Crete. Paul instructed him how 
to lead the congregation.

This is why I left you in Crete, so that 
you might put what remained into order, 
and appoint elders in every town as I 
directed you.  (Titus 1:5)

PHILEMON was a faithful Christian whose slave 
Onesimus had run away to Rome, met Paul, and 
been brought to faith. Paul urged Philemon to forgive 
Onesimus and receive him back.

I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose 
father I became in my imprisonment.  
 (Philemon 10)
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HEBREWS was written to Jewish Christians who 
were considering returning to Judaism in the face of 
persecution. The writer proves that Jesus Christ is 
vastly superior to Moses, the temple, and even the 
angels in the Old Testament.

[Jesus] is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of His nature, and 
He upholds the universe by the word of His 
power. After making purification for sins, 
He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high.  (Hebrews 1:3–4)

JAMES was Jesus’ earthly brother and leader of the 
Church in Jerusalem. In this letter, he discussed the 
need for godly living that flows from genuine faith.

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves,  (James 1:22)

FIRST PETER addresses pastors in Asia Minor. 
Peter urged the pastors to teach their members 
how Christ is glorified when they endure severe 
persecution.

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial 
when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But 
rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad when His 
glory is revealed.  (1 Peter 4:12–13)
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SECOND PETER reminds Christians in Asia 
Minor of the certainty of Christ’s return.

The day of the Lord will come like a thief, 
and then the heavens will pass away with 
a roar.  (2 Peter 3:10)

FIRST JOHN is the first of three letters written by 
the apostle John, who reminds his readers of God’s 
love in Jesus Christ and calls us to live out our faith 
in genuine love for one another.

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is 
from God, and whoever loves has been born of 
God and knows God. (1 John 4:7)

SECOND JOHN urges Christians to love one 
another and to turn from false teachers.

Many deceivers have gone out into the world, 
those who do not confess the coming of Jesus 
Christ in the flesh. (2 John 7)

THIRD JOHN exposed an egotistical leader who 
refused to accept the evangelists John had sent.

I have written something to the church, but 
Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does 
not acknowledge our authority. So if I come, 
I will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked 
nonsense against us.  (3 John 9–10)
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JUDE was an earthly brother of Jesus. Jude urged 
his readers to ignore false teachers and rescued those 
who have been deceived by their false teachings.

Have mercy on those who doubt; save others by 
snatching them out of the fire; to others show 
mercy with fear.  (Jude 22–23)

REVELATION was written by the apostle John. 
The book explains the hostile persecution the 
Christian Church was facing. Jesus will return on the 
Last Day with all His angel armies to banish Satan 
and give us glorious eternal life in the new heavens 
and the new earth.

I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be 
His people, and God Himself will be with them 
as their God.  (Revelation 21:3)

From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible tells the 
epic story of God’s perfect creation, His plan to save 
that creation through His Son, and our Lord’s return 
on the Last Day to restore us and that creation to 
eternal perfection.


