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Why So Many?

Before we begin to explain Lutheranism, let’s 
consider the variety of churches, groups, 
movements, denominations, and so on. 

How do you make sense of it all? It’s not real-
ly as hard as most people think. There was a 
major split in the eleventh century between 
the Western Church (Roman Catholic) and the 
Eastern Church (Eastern Orthodox). By the six-
teenth century, a formal “Reformation” in the 
Western Church took place, led chiefly by Martin 
Luther. But soon, more radical reformers arose, 
followed by others who formed what today we 
call “Reformed” or “Calvinist” churches. From 
Calvinism have come a dizzying variety of “spin-
off” church groups: Anglicanism, Methodism, 
Baptist churches, Presbyterianism, Pentecostalism, 
Holiness movements, Charismatic movements, 
and so on. From a historical perspective, with a 

few exceptions, it comes down to three questions: 

 West or East? 
  Luther or the Pope? 
   Luther or Calvin?
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With the rise of modernism, all churches have 

been turned on their ears, and there has been an 

ongoing struggle in all Christian groups because 

of it. Beginning in the late-eighteenth century, and 

continuing today in the twenty-first century, the 

Christian Church worldwide, in every denomina-

tion or branch, has been rocked by modernist theo-

ries and attitudes about the Bible. In churches that 

have embraced modernism, even the most basic 

beliefs of traditional Christianity are called into 

question, doubted, neglected, and often replaced 

with a variety of social causes, movements, and 

agendas. Embracing these changes, or resisting 

them, has been the major challenge for Christianity 

everywhere. In those churches flowing from the 

Reformation, there is a split between conserva-

tive churches and liberal, so-called “progressive” 

churches. It is important to be aware of the fact 

that genuine, confessing Lutheranism, such as in 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), 

remains firmly committed to the historic doctrine 

of the Lutheran Church, whereas the Evangelical 
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Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and other 

Lutheran churches like it have not. In fact, the 

ELCA has compromised nearly every key Lutheran 

point of doctrine in various ecumenical agreements 

with Roman Catholics, Calvinists, Reformed 

churches, Methodists, and even with the most 

liberal church body in the world, the United of 

Church of Christ, in which a high percentage of 

clergy do not even believe in the historic doctrine 

of the Holy Trinity! When you hear “Lutheran” in 

the media, keep in mind that rarely are reporters 

or journalists careful to distinguish between the 

liberal, mainline Protestant version of it and the 

genuine Lutheranism we are presenting here.

Added to the confusion caused by liberal 

Christianity is the phenomenon of “spirituality.” 

So often we hear people say, “I’m not religious, 

but I am spiritual.” What does that mean? It’s 

hard to say. Is spirituality a matter of picking and 

choosing what one wants to believe or agree with 

across worldwide religions and spirituality? For 

many today, that’s what their understanding of 
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“being spiritual” means. One approaches one’s 

religious life as one would a buffet that offers every 

possible option; then you “build” your own set of 

beliefs. We hear people say, “There are many paths 

to God.” But this is not what Jesus Himself said. 

Instead, Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me” (John 14:6). Classic Lutheranism is 

all about teaching and preaching about Jesus and 

spreading His message.

ClaSSiC lutheraniSM

For the purpose of this little pamphlet, we 

are going to offer a simple explanation of 

Lutheranism that is classic, historic, and 

genuine, not the liberal version of it. But how 

can you know what that is? Thankfully, the 

classic Lutheran Confessions are contained in a 

single book, The Book of Concord, published in 

1580. For nearly five hundred years, The Book of 

Concord has been used by genuine Lutherans to 
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share their faith and confession with the world 

by saying simply, “This is what we believe, teach, 

and confess,” and because we do, “This is what 

we therefore reject and condemn.” But let’s not 

get ahead of ourselves. First things first. Let’s 

talk first about the Bible and its place in classic 

Lutheran churches.

If you want to understand genuine Lutheranism, 

you have to understand what we believe about 

the Bible. The Bible (meaning “book”) contains a 

remarkable variety of literature: history, poetry, 

narratives, wisdom literature, prophecies, visions, 

and so on, written over many centuries by a wide 

variety of human authors. The Bible is often called 

“holy” and held to be “Sacred Scriptures” (Holy 

Writings) because the words in the Bible were given 

to human authors to write by direct inspiration 

from God the Holy Spirit. Inspiration means “to 

breathe out,” and that’s why classic Lutheranism 

believes and teaches that the Bible is incapable of 

error (infallible) and free from error (inerrant). 

Modernist Christians and modernist Lutherans no 
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longer hold the Bible in such high regard. Rather, 

they view the Bible as filled with errors; therefore, 

it can be ignored or explained away when it does 

not square with modern viewpoints about every-

thing from science, life, birth, death, sexuality, 

marriage, and so on. 

Lutheranism does not regard the Bible as simply 

a lot of dos and don’ts, though of course there is 

that, but that’s not the main point of the Bible. 

No, above all else, we cherish the Bible because 

in it God reveals, with absolute truthfulness and 

authority, the good news of salvation, life, hope, 

joy, and a future in Jesus Christ! The Bible is all 

about Jesus and His Gospel (Gospel means “good 

news”)! To understand the good news revealed in 

the Bible, we need to understand why it is, in fact, 

such good news.

The Bible teaches that as we human beings 

come into this world, we have a huge problem, 

a problem we cannot fix or get ourselves out of. 

It’s a God-size problem that requires a God-size 

solution. We are talking about sin. As a result of 
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sin, there is guilt and shame—plenty to go around. 

Why? Because the first humans disobeyed God and 

rejected Him and His will for them. This rebellion 

was a sin against God and has become our inheri-

tance. The Law of God is like a mirror. It tells us, 

“Look into it, long and hard.” The more we look, 

the more we see what we are truly like, the more 

we see ourselves as God sees us, and the more we 

realize we need to be rescued from the inevitable 

result of sin: eternal separation from God for all 

eternity. 

Once we realize and come to grips with our 

huge sin problem, we are ready for the good news. 

And, wow, it is ever good news! God’s gift of His 

Son, Jesus Christ, is the solution for our problem. 

There is hope. There is a love and peace beyond 

all human understanding. God, who created us 

and everything, wants everyone to have this peace, 

love, joy, and hope. So much, in fact, did God love 

this world, that He sent His one and only Son into 

it to redeem it, to save it, by taking upon Himself 

the world’s guilt of sin. Only God can solve a God-


