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What is Easter to you?

Bunnies and chicks?

Easter egg hunts?

Baskets of plastic grass filled with colored eggs, 
foil-wrapped chocolates, and jelly beans?

What do bunnies, eggs, green grass, and pastel 
colors have to do with this special spring holiday?

For Christians, Easter recalls and celebrates 
Jesus’ death and His subsequent resurrection from 
the dead. From the time of the Early Church, Easter 
was the Church’s chief festival.

For several generations after Jesus’ resurrec-
tion, there was debate concerning the date the 
resurrection occurred. Since the events of Jesus’ 
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death and resurrection happened during the Jewish 
time of Passover, some thought the celebration of 
Easter should happen according to that calendar. 
This meant that Easter could fall on any day of 
the week. Others wanted to preserve the fact that 
Jesus rose on a Sunday. The Early Church had been 
celebrating Sunday as the Lord’s Day almost from 
the time the first congregations had been formed. 
The Church attempted to resolve the controversy in 
the fourth century. For Western Christians, Easter 
was established to be celebrated the first Sunday 
after the first full moon after the vernal (spring) 
equinox. This means that while Easter is always on 
a Sunday, it will be celebrated on different dates of 
the spring from year to year. Orthodox Christians 
still celebrate Easter on a different date.

Easter’s association with the season of spring, 
especially in the northern hemisphere, has marked 
the end of winter and the newness of budding 
trees and flowers, as well as time to start cutting 
the grass again. But for us Christians, Easter is a 
victory celebration, a time to boldly proclaim our 
faith in a risen and victorious Savior.
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Do Christians Really 
Believe Death Is Not the 

End of Our Lives?

Yes, we do. Even more, we believe death is not 
natural. Yes, of course, we recognize that death 

fills our world and surrounds each of us. One day, 
it will catch up to all of us, and we will all lie in 
our graves.

The Bible teaches that life ending in death was 
not God’s original plan when He created the heav-
ens and the earth. All of creation was filled with 
life—and God saw that it was very good.

Death was not in the world as God created it. 
Death came into the world after God made the first 
man, Adam, and placed him in his new home, a 
beautiful garden called Eden.

God told Adam,

You may surely eat of every tree of 
the garden, but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely die. 
(Genesis 2:16–17)
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God also formed Eve out of Adam’s rib to be 
Adam’s wife, and both of them lived in that garden. 

Then Satan, who wanted to destroy God’s good 
creation, came in the form of a serpent and tempted 
them to eat of the forbidden fruit, saying,

You will not surely die. For God 
knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil. 
(Genesis 3:4–5)

Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate the for-
bidden fruit.

Everything changed. Humanity’s pure love, 
respect, and trust in God died, and it was replaced 
by fear, hatred, and distrust. The selfless joy, peace, 
and kindness between humans vanished, and as a 
result, death would now end the life of everyone 
who would ever live in God’s creation.

Easter is all about the Creator’s plan to drive 
death out of His creation forever. Death so perme-
ates creation, it so dominates our cycle of life that 
we have grown accustomed to thinking of it as a 
natural part of life. But it isn’t. Death is an invader. 

For Christians, Easter is all about Jesus Christ 
destroying death as He died and rose from the dead.
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What Do Christians 
Celebrate at Easter?

Back at the very beginning of time, the Son of 
God was with His Father and the Holy Spirit 

when They created the heavens and the earth.

In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were 
made through Him, and without 
Him was not any thing made that 
was made. (John 1:1–3)

When Adam and Eve ate the fruit God had 
forbidden, creation was ruined and death began 
ravaging His creatures.

To save and restore His sinful creatures, God 
told the fallen angel, Satan,

I will put enmity [open hostility] 
between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her 
offspring; He shall bruise your 
head, and you shall bruise His heel. 
(Genesis 3:15)




