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Who doesn’t love Christmas? Dazzling lights, 
delicious cookies and mulled cider, sweet 
candy canes, joyful parties, colorful cards, 

homemade ornaments on the Christmas tree, 
Santa and his elves, mysterious presents in festive 
wrapping paper, stockings stuffed with goodies, 
and Christmas music. We all carry fond childhood 
memories of this holiday. Who can forget the thrill 
of seeing the presents under the tree or finally 
tearing into the wrappings to see what gifts were 
waiting for us inside?
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Actually, a special gift is the heart of Christmas 
for Christians too. But not just any gift. One 
special gift. It wasn’t lying under a tree; this 

gift was lying in a bed of hay.

You have probably seen a manger scene like this 
before. They can be found in churches, homes, and 
front yards across the country.

But if you look inside, you’ll see the greatest 
Christmas gift ever given. It is the newborn baby 
lying in a feeding trough, or manger. A baby? 
But not just a baby, the baby! That baby in the 
manger is the reason there is a Christmas. In fact, 
the word Christmas comes from His title—Jesus 
the Christ. Our festival “Christmas” was originally 
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“Christ-mass,” that is, the feast of the birth of 
Christ. It is the day we remember and celebrate 
Jesus’ birth more than two thousand years ago.

Who Is the BaBy In the Manger?

But the story of Jesus Christ did not begin in 
that manger. It began long, long before, way 
back when the world was new—even before 

the world was created. In the very first verses in 
the Gospel of John, we read:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things were made through 

Him, and without Him was not any thing made 

that was made. (JOHN 1:1–3)

Jesus Christ is that Word. He is the Son of God 
who existed with His Father before God created the 
heavens and the earth. In fact, Jesus Christ is that 
powerful Word by which God spoke everything 
into existence.

But make no mistake, when God created this 
world, it was not like it is today. He created a 
perfect world without any disease, crime, wars, or 
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death. The earth was a beautiful place of peace 
and life.

God created the first man and woman, Adam 
and Eve, joined them together as husband and wife, 
and placed them in a beautiful garden. Adam and 
Eve delighted in each other, and they loved and 
worshiped God their Creator. They knew Him as 
He truly is: their wise, powerful, good, loving, and 
kind heavenly Father.

Adam and Eve were the parents of the whole 
human race. God’s plan was for them and all of 
us, their children, to live together in perfect peace, 
harmony, and joy as one huge, happy family. His 
plan was for us to know and love Him as we loved 
and served one another.

When God set our first parents in the Garden 
of Eden, He gave them one command: they were 
not to eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. If they ate the fruit, death would 
be the result.

You may wonder why God would even plant a 
tree like that, a tree that could bring death to His 
creation.

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil gave 
Adam and Eve the opportunity to show their love, 
respect, and trust to God. God did not want them 
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to be mindless robots who served Him out of duty. 
He wanted them to know Him and love Him as the 
source of all good things.

That is why it was so foolish for Adam and Eve 
to eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. They already knew all the good there 
was to know, and God wanted to spare them the 
knowledge of evil, suffering, betrayal, pain, and 
death.

But then Satan came to them. He was an angel 
God had created with all the other angels. He was 
originally pure, holy, and good, like Adam and Eve. 
But he did not want to remain in the glorious place 
God assigned to him. He convinced other angels 
to join him in a rebellion against God —a rebellion 
that failed.

Unable to overpower God, Satan turned to the 
man and woman God had made. He convinced 
Eve that she would not die if she ate the forbidden 
fruit; instead, she would become like God, knowing 
good and evil.

Sadly, Eve ate that fruit and gave it to her hus-
band, who also ate it. And by their disobedience, 
they plunged themselves and all of us, their descen-
dants, into sinful rebellion against God.
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Fear, distrust, and hatred became part of our 
lives. And a curse fell on all of God’s creation so 
that humans and all the other creatures who share 
the earth with us experience suffering, aging, and 
death.

God was grieved by Adam and Eve’s rebellion 
against Him. He would have been within His rights 
to abandon or even destroy His creation, but He 
loved us too much. He made a plan and revealed it 
to Adam and Eve as He announced His judgment 
against Satan, the ancient serpent:

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and her offspring;  

He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise 

His heel. (GENESIS 3:15)

God would send His own Son to earth to be 
born of a woman and to save humanity. Before that 
wonderful day, thousands of years went by. Adam 
and Eve and their believing descendants faithfully 
passed down God’s promise to their children, who 
anxiously awaited their Savior’s birth.

Through the pages of the Old Testament, God 
continued to share that promise, and He added 
more and more details to it. These details described 



9

the life of that promised Child, His work, His suf-
fering, death, and resurrection.

Finally, four hundred years after the close of the 
Old Testament, at the first Christmas, God kept 
His promise:

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  

 (JOHN 1:14)

We Christians celebrate Christmas because 
God’s own Son, Jesus Christ, came to live among 
us, teach us about heaven and God, and save us 
from our sins.

Why Was Jesus Born In a Manger?

Isn’t it odd to think God’s only Son, the Savior 
of all humanity, was born in a shelter for ani-
mals and not in a palace? We would expect Him 

to be dressed in extravagant baby clothes, but 
He was wrapped in the clothes of 
the poor—strips of cloth. We 
would expect Him to be laid 
in an elaborate and expensive 
crib, but He was laid in a bed 
of hay, the feeding trough of 
lowly animals.




