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THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH YEAR
Three main sections make up the Church Year: the 

Time of Christmas, the Time of Easter, and the Time 
of the Church.

Each of these main sections of the Church Year tells 
a part of the salvation story. In the Time of Christmas, 
we hear the beginning of the story of Jesus, how the 
Father sent His Son to be born of the Virgin Mary in 
Nazareth. The Time of Easter tells us the story of what 
Jesus did for us: He died on the cross for our sins and 
rose again from the dead for our salvation. In the Time 
of the Church, we hear how the Spirit brings us into 
Jesus’ story: in the Word, which creates the faith that 
believes in Jesus as our Savior; in Baptism, which places 
us as members of the family of God, the Church; and 
in the Lord’s Supper, which strengthens us with the 
Word that forgives our sins. This is the story of how 
God loves us and desires us to live in peace with Him. 
This is how God orders our days in His peace.

Each part of the Church Year has something new 
to offer, some new piece of the story to tell. The tools 
the Church uses to tell us the story and draw us into 
it in the Divine Service are many: Scripture readings, 
specific colors, various prayers, songs, and customs. 
This book is designed to help you learn how to listen 
to the story the Church Year is telling, for this story is 
about God’s love for you.
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THE CHURCH YEAR CALENDAR
The Church Year is typically portrayed 

as a circle with the various seasons and 
festivals of the year shown as a segment 
of the circle. The colors on the calendar 
represent the colors of the paraments used 
for that season or festival. For festivals 
with fixed dates, the dates are included 
on the chart. Festivals with variable dates 
display just the name of the festival. 
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THE TIME OF CHRISTMAS
The Time of Christmas invites us into the story of 

the Father sending His Son, Jesus, into the world to 
redeem us from the power of sin, death, and the devil.

ADVENT
But when the fullness of time had come,  
God sent forth His Son, born of woman.

—Galatians 4:4

The Church Year begins with Advent, the first part 
of the Time of Christmas. The word Advent is from 
the Latin, meaning “coming into.” The story of Jesus 
in Advent is the story of hope coming into the world. 
When the time was just right, God sent His Son, Jesus, 
into the world. Jesus came to save you and the whole 
world from the power of sin and death. Jesus is the 
world’s only hope of salvation from these enemies.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose 
way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming 
Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world, and 
calling sinners to repentance that they might 
escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory.

—Proper Preface for Advent
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How We Worship in Advent 

In each season of the Church Year, the way we wor-
ship changes. These changes help us learn the story of 
God bringing salvation to the world. 

These are signs of Advent as we wait for our coming 
King:

•  We see blue or violet in the church.  
The colors used to decorate the church change 
with each season. The color for Advent is blue. 
Blue symbolizes anticipation and hope in our 
coming King. You may also see violet during 
Advent. The color violet is used as a symbol of 
our repentance in preparation for our coming 
King.

•  We do not sing the Gloria in Excelsis.  
“Glory be to God on high: and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men” is the song the angels 
sing on Christmas. We usually sing this in the 
Divine Service as the traditional Hymn of Praise. 
However, in Advent, we are in a time of waiting 
for the King to come, so we pass over this song of 
praise in silent anticipation. Then, on Christmas, 
we will again join the angels in their song to the 
shepherds.
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•  We light the Advent wreath.   
An Advent wreath has four candles—one for each 
week in Advent. Each Sunday during Advent, an 
additional candle is lit, marking the passing of 
time until Christmas. As the candles are lit each 
week, our anticipation mounts as we look for-
ward to Jesus’ coming. 

•  We gather for midweek services.  
Many churches have special midweek services 
during Advent to heighten our awareness and 
anticipation for the celebration of Christ’s coming 
in the flesh.

Jesus in Advent: Our Coming King
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 
the government shall be upon His shoulder, and 
His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

—Isaiah 9:6

God’s prophet Isaiah tells us that Jesus is the King 
over all kings and the Lord over all lords. King Jesus 
is the loving King who came to serve, not to be served 
(Matthew 20:28). This is the message of the Advent 
prayers and readings.

But Advent does not stop with what Jesus has 
done—it goes on to tell us the story of what King Jesus 
is coming back to do in His second advent. The King 
who first came to us as a child in Mary’s womb will 
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come again with power and might. During Advent, we 
pray for Jesus to come swiftly to raise us from the dead 
and bring us into His kingdom.

CHRISTMAS: THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD   
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word  
was with God, and the Word was God. . . .  
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

—John 1:1, 14

Advent is the season of hope, and Christmas is the 
day that hope is fulfilled. Christmas tells the story of 
Jesus as the long-awaited King who has finally come to 
save us. When God wanted to save you from your sins, 
He did not send a prophet or even an angel: He sent 
His own Son into human flesh just like yours. Jesus is 
the only hope of the world because Jesus is the only one 
who could set us free from our sins. On Christmas, we 
celebrate the feast of the Nativity of Our Lord.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the 
mystery of the Word made flesh You have given 
us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing 
You in the person of Your Son, we may know 
and love those things which are not seen.

—Proper Preface for Christmas
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Jesus, God’s Son, the King of heaven and earth, is 
born in Bethlehem! The Son of God is a baby lying in 
a manger! Jesus has come to save us! The whole world 
rejoices on such a day! Merry Christmas!

How We Worship at Christmas

At Christmas, we worship our God-made-flesh in 
the following ways:

•  We sing the Gloria in Excelsis.   
We sing with the angels their Christmas Hymn of 
Praise: “Glory be to God on high: and on earth 
peace, goodwill toward men.”

•  We decorate the church in white.   
The color for Christmas is white, which symbol-
izes the divinity, eternity, purity, light, and joy of 
Jesus Christ.

•  We gather at midnight and morning.   
The angels announced the birth of Jesus to shep-
herds who were “keeping watch over their flock 
by night” (Luke 2:8). Many Christians celebrate 
with a special Divine Service (often with can-
dlelight) late in the night on Christmas Eve. On 
Christmas Day, Christians celebrate the Word of 
God made flesh and receive Him in the Means of 
Grace.
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