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No one who is seriously Lutheran would ever main-
tain that only Lutherans are going to heaven or 
that there are no Christians in other church bodies. 

On the other hand, no one who is seriously Lutheran 
would ever say that the differences between the various 
Christian church bodies are unimportant or superficial. 
There are important reasons—biblical reasons—why 
Lutherans are Lutheran and not Roman Catholic, Eastern 
Orthodox, Methodist, and so on.

Each summary provides a brief history, statistical 
information, and the primary sources of doctrine 
for each denomination, followed by information 
concerning the role of Christ in salvation and the 
denomination’s teaching regarding the Sacraments. 
Each summary concludes with suggestions on how to 
respond to individuals from that denomination. 
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Some people might say we have oversimplified the 
differences among Christian church bodies. These 
summaries are intentionally brief, and they certainly 
are no substitute for a more detailed examination of 
each church body. 

The LuTheran ChurCh—Missouri synod

HISTORY

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod was formed 
in 1847 by twelve pastors and fifteen congregations as 
“The German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, 
Ohio, and Other States.”

VITAL STATISTICS

The LCMS has approximately 2.3 million members. 
The international headquarters is located in St. Louis, 
Missouri. Source: www.lcms.org.

SOURCE OF DOCTRINE

The LCMS bases its doctrine on the inerrant Word 
of God found in the Scriptures and, as an exposition of 
the Scriptures, the Lutheran Confessions found in the 
Book of Concord.

ROLE OF CHRIST/WAY OF SALVATION

Salvation is a free gift given by grace through faith in 
Christ Jesus. Even faith is a free gift of God that human-
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kind plays no role in. We simply receive the free gift of 
faith in our Baptism. Salvation is found in Christ alone. 

SACRAMENTS

Baptism bestows forgiveness, rescue from death and 
the devil, and the gift of faith to eternal salvation. In 
Holy Communion, the communicant receives the true 
body and blood of Christ for forgiveness and strength-
ening of faith.

WisConsin evangeLiCaL LuTheran synod

HISTORY

The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod traces 
her history to a mission society from Germany formed 
in 1828. The first official meeting of the Wisconsin 
Synod took place in 1850 in Granville, Wisconsin. In 
1961, WELS suspended fellowship with The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod.  

VITAL STATISTICS

The Wisconsin Synod has more than 369,000 mem-
bers in more than 1,200 congregations. The WELS 
Center for Mission and Ministry is found in Waukesha, 
Wisconsin. Source: www.wels.net.

SOURCE OF DOCTRINE

The WELS bases its doctrine on the inerrant Word 
of God found in the Scriptures and, as an exposition of 
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the Scriptures, the Lutheran Confessions found in the 
Book of Concord. Their teachings are summarized in 
a document called “This We Believe.”

ROLE OF CHRIST/WAY OF SALVATION

Salvation is a free gift given by grace through faith in 
Christ Jesus. Even faith is a free gift of God that human-
kind plays no role in. We simply receive the free gift of 
faith in our Baptism. Salvation is found in Christ alone. 

SACRAMENTS

Baptism bestows forgiveness, rescue from death and 
the devil, and the gift of faith to eternal salvation. In 
Holy Communion, the communicant receives the true 
body and blood of Christ for forgiveness and strength-
ening of faith.

LCMS RESPONSE

Of all Christian denominations, the LCMS and WELS 
probably share more in common than most other 
church bodies. Despite their split more than fifty years 
ago, the dialogue between the church bodies remains 
open and ongoing. 




