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From the Editor
One of the first exercises in our Hom I classes is always 

something that could be called Group Origami. Our 
daily quizzes on Walther’s Law and Gospel we give orally, just 
one or two true-false or multiple choice items each time, so 
no need to waste a full sheet of paper. Instead, we have stu-
dents fold and tear an 8½ × 11-inch page into sixths. That, 
if multiplication factors serve you, means folding in half and 
then again in thirds. But not just any half and thirds. The half 
fold is to be hot dog (not the alternative, hamburger). We do 
it together—fold, fold, and fold again, then tear. Got it? (In 
case you really like multiplication factors, we have eighteen 
quiz days in the quarter, so getting six quizzes out of one sheet 
of paper perfectly utilizes three sheets.)

Admittedly, there is some entertainment value for the 
professors watching graduate students fold hot dog. But that’s 
not the point. It’s a parable. At the very beginning of Hom I, 
we seek to impress on our preachers-to-be that preparing and 
delivering sermons should be a disciplined, methodical task. 
Plenty of room there will be for creativity. But doing certain 
steps every week with every new text will consistently put 
certain essential pieces on the table—then to be the stimuli 
for the unlimited mix, match, juxtapose, shape, and reshape 
of possibilities . . . yet always a creativity that will deliver 
Christ and him crucified the way this week’s inspired writer 
communicated him in the unique elements of this text.

It’s a little like what perhaps the greatest coach of all time, 
John Wooden, used to do with his players at UCLA. On the 
first day of practice, he’d take his freshmen aside—basketball 
talents of the stature of Bill Walton and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
(known in his college days by his birth name, Lew Alcindor). 
And he would demonstrate to them the way a UCLA player 
was to put on his socks and tie his sneakers. No kidding. And 
ten national championships in twelve years.

I didn’t learn our Hom I drill from Coach Wooden. I came 
up with that myself. But I did learn the tertium comparationis 
of the parable from my first and best homiletics coach/pro-
fes sor, Dr. Gerhard Aho.

Gerhard Aho was an admired and beloved professor of 
preaching at Concordia Theological Seminary, Springfield 
and Fort Wayne, from 1960 until his death from cancer in 
1987 at just sixty-four years of age. Prior to that, he had served 
congregations in Illinois; New York; North Queensland, 
Australia; and Michigan for a total of fifteen years. Also 
among his labors for God’s kingdom was a prominent role in 
the National Evangelical Lutheran Church (a Finnish synod 
that was incorporated into the LCMS in 1965), preaching in 

Finnish, and helping prepare pastors for that church body. 
Aho earned his PhD in rhetoric from the University of Illinois 
in 1972.

If there’s one thing that Dr. 
Aho stressed, it was following 
thorough, disciplined steps in 
preparing a sermon—careful 
study of the text using the 
original languages, thinking 
specifically of the needs of 
the congregation, outlining. 
Especially outlining. His 
method is well epitomized in 

his brief book, The Lively Skeleton (originally CPH, 1977), 
which we abridged and serialized in CPR Volume 15. A pre-
cise skeleton, or outline, Dr. Aho knew from his rhetorical 
studies, was essential to the hearers actually hearing and 
processing the Law and the Gospel of Christ that was the 
preacher’s entire purpose.

Yet such a disciplined homiletician knew that careful 
process was a means, never the end. Thanks to his fam-
ily’s kindness, we’re able to share in this issue a lecture 
he presented in 1983 on “Luther the Preacher” (p 16). 
Reading between the lines, you can see him grin when he 
acknowledges that in his later sermons, Luther broke all the 
rules—especially with outlining. Dr. Aho knew a genius 
when he read one. He of all people would.

I believe Dr. Aho would have embraced the variety of 
sermon forms in use today, though their structures look 
very different from his lively skeletons. What he’d affirm is 
that they, too, if they’re to be well done, are arranged just as 
carefully—outlines that are ordered differently, but just as 
orderly—by steps just as disciplined, as he taught.

Dr. Aho’s wife, Irma, is now with him in heaven. But just 
a couple of years ago, his daughter, Monica Andreasen, on 
behalf of all his children, reached out to me and offered the 
rights to all his printed and recorded materials (including 
The Lively Skeleton) to CTSFW for republication as could 
be beneficial to the church. In turn, the seminary has granted 
permission for his lecture on Luther to be shared here by 
CPH. No doubt you’ll see others of these treasures from 
Dr. Aho in the future. Many thanks to his children—Philip, 
Bruce, Monica, Amy, Jeffrey, and Pamela!

Carl C. Fickenscher II

I learned the 
tertium from my 
first and best 
homiletics coach/
pro fes sor.



Concordia Pulpit Resources • Volume 33, Part 4, Series A • 3

FE
A

TU
RE

S

Pastors Conference
Your Responses to Practical Preaching Questions

Q: When has the preaching “pump run dry” 
for you, and do you have any suggestions for 
getting it flowing again?

A: I don’t know if the pump has ever exactly “run dry” for 
me in preaching. However, serving as a pastor at a congrega-
tion with a school, as an Air Force reserve chaplain, as an 
LWML pastoral counselor, and as a husband and father, 
I often feel the pinch of time. Too often, I’ve approached 
Saturday evening with not much more ready for Sunday 
than a Theme.

So how do the wells of living water get pumping when 
the pressure’s on? By God’s grace and inspiration, obviously. 
However, I’ll share three practical tips that I’ve found to be 
helpful for me:

Expository sermon: Just go through the text. Find one 
sentence that you want to drive home based on the text. 
Find where and how the verses of the text support that 
Theme. Share some insights that you or someone else had 
(in previous Bible study or commentary) through the text, 
and before you know it, the sermon has basically written 
itself. Don’t worry about creativity or fancy fluff. Just teach 
the Word clearly.

Prior planning: My vicarage supervisor, Rev. Terry 
Naasz, taught me to plan worship services diligently one 
month ahead of each time of the church year. When planning 
for each season, I choose on which reading of the lection-
ary (Old Testament Reading, Epistle, Gospel) I’ll preach. 
During worship planning, I look for overlapping or progress-
ing themes, images, or words in those readings and in the 
propers throughout the season. Once I’ve found a common 
bond throughout a particular season of the church, I expound 
and build upon that theme weekly.

The Propers: The Propers are a rich treasury of ideas! 
Explore and unpack them. Break down one part of the 
Collect of the Day, and you have more than enough to teach 
and preach. You can focus on the title or characteristic of 
God in the address or on what God has done for us in the 
rationale. You can focus on the petition and the benefit. 
The Introit, Gradual, and Hymn of the Day are also rich in 
imagery and content.

If the pump is parched or the pressure is on, I suggest one 
remember the three P’s: ’Pository (expository), Planning, 
and Propers.

Rev. Capt. Keith Witte, pastor, 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church and School, Fairborn, Ohio, and 

Chaplain, Maxwell Air Force Base, 42nd ABW

A: I asked my wife this question, and she said, “Move!” Of 
course, this was said tongue in cheek.

Seriously, though, after thirty-five years in the ministry, 
the pump has run dry several times. What I do when the 
mind is tired is exercise the body. Exercise brings such great 
refreshment to the mind. Additionally, what follows the rig-
orous exercise is a nice hot shower. It’s amazing the creative 
ideas that happen to me while showering.

Second, put away the sacred and bask in the secular. Watch 
a movie, read a book, just enjoy God’s creation found outside 
the church. A creative angle found in the secular can help 
create one in the sacred.

Third, sometimes instead of talking about God, we need 
to be talking with God in prayer and devotional reading.

Lastly, be proactive rather than reactive. This pertains to 
sole pastors, who cannot take a break from the pulpit due 
to having no one else with whom to share it. I’ve made it 
routine now to ask the elders and powers of the church to 
allow one Sunday off from the pulpit every three months. 
I will still do liturgy and Bible class but “contract” a guest 
preacher, so that I can take a break from feeding and in turn 
be fed. Make sure, however, that this Sunday not in the pulpit 
is understood not to be a vacation Sunday.

Rev. Jared Raebel, pastor, 
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Waxahachie, Texas

Editor: I remember having lunch with a pastor friend 
who’d been in his first call for about a year and a half—about 
a year longer than I’d been at mine. That’s when I first heard 
the expression, “the pump’s run dry.” It had for him, he 
said—rather scary after just eighteen months, with four or 
five decades more expected. Since then I’ve learned this is a 
pretty common experience at about that point. You can guess 
the rest: he recently passed forty years as a parish pastor, and 
he’s been producing faithful sermons of Christ crucified ever 
since—including quite a few for this journal.

Upcoming Topics!
34-1: Besides, perhaps, designing a series, do you do anything different 
or differently in preaching evening midweek services than you do on 
Sunday morning? (Thank you for your responses.) 

34-2: Which Lenten hymn would you say “preaches” the best “sermon”? 
(Submit by August 1, 2023.) 

34-3: What advice would you give to a brand new preacher just starting 
out? Anything! (Submit by November 1, 2023.) 

34-4: Any clever suggestions for filing your sermons, sermon illustra-
tions, or future sermon ideas? (Submit by February 1, 2024.) 

Responses should be a maximum of 350 words and may be sent to 
Editor, Concordia Pulpit Resources, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 
63118–3875 or emailed to cpr@cph.org. We also invite suggestions for 
future topics.
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Ideas for Illustrating
Pentecost 15
God Qualifies the Called

In my office, I have a sign. It reads like this: “God does not 
call the qualified; he qualifies the called.” True for Ezekiel 
(Ezek 33:7–9), true for me, and true for you. God qualifies 
the called.

Jeffrey H. Pulse, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Pentecost 16
“Stop in the Middle of the Law!”

Several years ago, my children were playing in the house. 
They were playing what we called cops and robbers when I 
was growing up. I suppose it was “law enforcement officers 
and perpetrators,” because my children are much more 
sophisticated than I was at that age. My daughter had taken 
on the role of law enforcement agent and was chasing the 
felons through the house. As they stormed by me, my daugh-
ter skidded to a halt, and in a very tough, squeaky voice she 
hollered, “Stop in the middle of the law!”

I cracked up! There was something in the demanding 
tone of her voice and her misspoken words that wiped me 
out. Then when I calmed down, it occurred to me there was 
a sermon illustration here somewhere. “Stop in the middle of  
the law!” Is this not what we do as the children of God? When 
we adopt the world’s attitudes—the world’s attitude toward 
mercy, the world’s attitude toward love, the world’s attitude 
toward forgiveness—we stop in the middle of the Law!

God gave us his Law in order to prepare us for his beautiful 
Gospel message. He gave us his Law so that we would see 
our sins and our inability to deal with them and our need for 
his mercy, his love, and his forgiveness. He gave us his Law 
so we would better understand the love and forgiveness of 
his Gospel (Gen 50:21) . . . and somewhere along the way, 
we get stuck right in the middle.

Jeffrey H. Pulse, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Pentecost 17
Advancement of the Gospel

Nursing home visits for the purpose of bringing comfort 
and consolation to the souls of the elderly have always been 
a great joy in my ministry. I find that in many such cases the 
nursing home residents that I visit bring messages of comfort 
and peace to my troubled soul as well. One such case:

 I was going to visit a member of my congregation who’s 
suffered greatly over the last few years with diabetes. She’s 

had multiple amputations beginning with a toe, and then 
a foot, and most recently the whole leg. She is, of course, 
now confined to a wheelchair and to a bed each day. For all 
intents and purposes, she is imprisoned. However, from the 
prison of her failing body, from the prison of the wheelchair, 
and from the prison of her room, she continues to advance 
the Gospel. She witnesses of her faith to me each time I 
visit. She testifies to the truth of Jesus Christ to the nurses 
and care workers that she encounters in her residence. She 
tells of her faith in the Lord Jesus Christ to the doctors who 
bring medical care to her failing body. She never allows the 
suffering she faces in this world to diminish her trust in the 
Lord Jesus.

Probably every pastor has a member like this that he visits. 
And this is Paul’s story too, as he writes the letter to the 
Philippians from prison. Even his imprisonment God uses 
for the advancement of the Gospel (Phil 1:12).

Timothy J. Rehwaldt, Sauk Rapids, Minnesota

Pentecost 18
A Farmer’s Joy

A farmer I know was standing on the edge of his field 
one day as I drove by on my way to the church. I saw him 
standing there, so I pulled over on the gravel road and got 
out of my car to walk over to him.

He didn’t even turn to look and see who was stopping 
and approaching him. He just stood there looking at his 
field. The field had been recently planted, and at this time 
nothing could be seen growing. The weather had been good 
for planting; the soil was dry, allowing the tractor and planter 
to move easily through the field, dropping the seed into the 
ground. I walked up and stood next to my farmer friend and 
member of the congregation I served. I looked out over the 
field to try to determine what he was looking at.

Somehow, without even turning his head, he knew that 
I, his pastor, was standing next to him. After a short time, 
which seemed long to me, he said, “Preacher, do you think 
the seeds will grow?”

I said simply, “Yes.”
He turned to me and said, “How can you know?”
I could have told him that I studied agriculture in college 

before going to the seminary. I could have told him that I 
grew up on my father’s farm and that I knew how the process 
of germination takes place. I could have talked about my 
experience in planting seeds and how they always seem to 
grow. Instead, I said simply, “Because you planted them in 
good soil.”

He turned back to the field and said with a smile on his 
face, “That’s right!” That farmer was filled with joy because 
he knew that just like God, who plants good seed into good 
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Articles

The Body of Your Sermon: 
Preaching Incarnational Theology

Rev. Dr. Scott Stiegemeyer, Associate Professor of Theology and Bioethics and Director of Pre-Seminary and Pre-Deaconess Studies, 
Concordia University—Irvine, Irvine, California

When we think about our bodies, it tends to be with either 
shame, disgust, or idolatry. Attitudes toward the body in the 
history of the Christian Church have been complicated. You 
find suspicion toward the body, especially regarding sex and 
sexuality, in patristic, monastic, and medieval sources as well 
as plenty of places today. For a variety of reasons, Christians 
frequently think of the body as an impediment to the spiritual 
life or, at best, as unimportant to it. But this is anti-biblical 
and thus damaging. To be human means to be soul and body. 
To be saved means that Christ saves the whole person.

Though J. A. T. Robinson is not generally a reliable source 
for pure doctrine, his words about the scriptural importance 
of the body are hard to match:

It is from the body of sin and death that we are deliv-
ered; it is through the body of Christ on the cross 
that we are saved; it is into his body the Church 
that we are incorporated; it is by his body in the 
Eucharist that this Community is sustained; it is 
to a resurrection of the body to the likeness of his 
glorious body that we are destined. Here, with the 
exception of the doctrine of God, are represented 
all the main tenets of the Christian faith—the doc-
trines of Man, Sin, the Incarnation and Atonement, 
the Church, the Sacraments, Sanctification, and 
Eschatology.1

The body really is the “hinge of salvation.”2 God’s Word 
reveals the truth about what it means to be human in light 
of creation, the incarnation, the cross and resurrection, the 
holy sacraments, and our everlasting hope. It shows that 
we are God’s dearly beloved, substantial creatures who are 
bestowed with God’s righteousness and participate in the 
life of the Holy Trinity mediated by the person and work 
of Jesus Christ. This truth is lucid and life-giving, unlike 
Satan’s empty promises, and is dearly needed by those who 
hear us preach.

Seeing the Problem
Some say that theological anthropology is the pressing 

article of Christian doctrine in need of clarification for our 
day. Our world is crippled by a false anthropology, to be 
sure. Rationalism, for instance, reduces the human person 

to mere physical material. This objectification devalues the 
human being and leads to commodification by others. While 
hyper-spiritualizing of humanity may be a well-meaning 
corrective to materialism, it is no less personally degrading if 
the body is seen as nothing more than a temporary apparatus 
for the “real you.”

It is easy for the Church to oppose materialism, but 
opposition is not enough. Without a biblically integrated 
anthropology, Christians can easily overcorrect into a form 
of neo-Gnosticism. Platonists and Gnostics have histori-
cally held a variety of beliefs that all consist of some form 
of devaluation of the concrete matter of the world. They 
taught that the material element of human nature itself is 
the epitome of evil or, at best, a distraction from true life. 
Christianity teaches that the body, sex, and the material 
world are good according to their creation; they are fallen 
but not intrinsically evil. Contemporary people do not buy 
into the old Gnostic cosmologies or eons and emanations, 
but they do question the value of the body to the life of 
the spirit. Any Gnostic tendency, even an unconscious one, 
undercuts all of Christian theology and life. 

Of course, our suspicion toward our bodies is understand-
able. Our bodies in this fallen order do betray us. Disease, 
injury, and deterioration reveal that the world, as we now 
experience it, does not exist in alignment with God’s cre-
ational intention. Frustration over our physical limitations 
can sometimes transform into actual contempt for the 
body itself.

Here we must recall, though, that illness, suffering, and 
death are not from the Creator. These are things that we 
have brought upon ourselves. St. Basil, the fourth-century 
bishop of Caesarea, wrote: “It is folly to believe that God is 
the author of our sufferings. . . . God, who made the body, did 
not make illness.”3 And likewise, “God did not create death.”4 
Disease and dysfunction and death are foreign invaders. We 
are now under a despotic occupation, an occupation with 
which we readily collaborate. Jesus, then, is the liberator who 
expels the hostiles and restores the peace.

Hatred of our embodied selves leads to many disordered 
thoughts that manifest in ills we face as pastors. Confusion 
about sex and gender, abortion and euthanasia, body 
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Sermon Studies

PENTECOST 15 (PROPER 18), SEPT. 10, 2023

Ezekiel? Not Me!
Text: Ezekiel 33:7–9
Other Lessons: Psalm 32:1–7; Romans 13:1–10; Matthew 
18:1–20
Sermon Theme: God qualifies us to be his “Ezekiels” to our 
world.
Sermon Goal: That hearers, even in the midst of their fears 
and misgivings, will be assured that the Lord God has prepared 
them and sends them out with his Word into the world.
Hymns:
Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying LSB 826
My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker LSB 820
Lord Jesus, Think on Me LSB 610
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing LSB 528
Dr. Jeffrey H. Pulse, The Dean O. Wenthe Professor of Old  
Testa ment Theology, 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Liturgical Setting
We are in the midst of the long season of Pentecost. 

Frequently this season is seen as a time of preparation for the 
eschatological coming of the King. Preparation in the midst 
of a wicked and evil world is the focus as the Church prepares 
for her King. This preparation takes place both within and 
outside of the Church, as the lessons for this day indicate.

In the Psalm, for example, David, himself a king, declares 
that one is blessed by the divine King, Yahweh, when he 
acknowledges his sin and receives the Lord’s forgiveness 
(Ps 32:1, 5). This understanding comes to David after he 
for nine months “kept silent” about his guilt with Bathsheba 
and his “bones wasted away” (32:3). In the Epistle, Paul 
teaches us that while we await the return of Christ our King, 
we Christians are to subject ourselves to earthly kings, even 
if these “governing authorities” are as wicked as the Roman 
emperor and his appointees—for even these are appointed 
by God (Rom 13:1–2). And in the Gospel, Jesus tells us 
that to be in the kingdom at all requires becoming like little 
chil dren (Mt 18:3). Therefore, the Church will constantly 
prepare for her King’s return by warning of and rebuking sin 
(18:15–17), just as Ezekiel was called to do.

Relevant Context
This is a short text from Ezekiel but proves to be a pivotal 

part of the book. It is helpful to go back to Ezekiel chapters 
2 and 3. Chapter 2 is the “call” or “sending” of Ezekiel as a 

prophet to the people of Israel, specifically to those who 
are in exile in Babylon. There were three (or perhaps four) 
deportations of the Southern Kingdom to exile in Babylon. 
Ezekiel had been carried off in one of the first two (or three), 
when Jerusalem was sacked but not leveled. Thus, when 
he began his prophetic ministry, the city was still standing, 
but now not for much longer; the final deportation will be 
announced just a few verses after our text.

Looking at chapter 3, the similarities to our text are strik-
ing. Ezekiel is called to be a watchman/guard (3:17), and he 
is told he will deliver his soul by doing his job (3:21). And 
then in verse 26, God makes Ezekiel mute. He can only speak 
when God opens his mouth. This continues until we come 
to chapter 33. In our text, Ezekiel is once again told he has 
been made a watchman/guard (33:7), and the Lord tells 
him to warn the people. In fact, if he does not warn them, 
their blood will be on his hands. But if he does, even if they 
do not listen, he will have delivered his soul. Continuing in 
chapter 33, in verses 21–22 a fugitive from Jerusalem comes 
to Ezekiel to tell him the Holy City has fallen—the night 
before the Lord has opened his mouth so he can speak once 
again. This time Nebuchadnezzar’s army razed the city to the 
ground. It appeared to be the end of Jerusalem.

Chapter 33 is pivotal in another way as well. Previously, 
Ezekiel has been bringing prophecies by way of symbolic 
actions, except when the Lord opens his mouth. Horace 
Hummel called this “street theater.” Now, in chapter 33 
and following, Ezekiel becomes very apocalyptic in his 
words. This is why Ezekiel is well called the father of  
apocalyptic literature.

Textual Notes
V 7: Ezekiel is called a watchman/guard and is com-

manded to give warning or to caution. The verb “to give 
warning” is in the Hiphil form and appears in all three verses 
of our text, always also in the Hiphil. This generally conveys 
a causative action. While one may not necessarily translate 
this “cause to give warning,” it is important to remember 
the causative nature of the Hiphil and acknowledge the 
causing agent.

V 8: The Qal form “to speak” with the preposition is 
translated as “when I speak,” although frequently it is trans-
lated as “if I speak.” Again, the verb “to give warning” is in 
the Hiphil, this time an infinitive. “From your hand I will 
require his blood” is a reference to the blood of the wicked, 
who would die if not warned.

V 9: Once again the verb “to give warning” is in the Hiphil, 
here with a prefix: “if you warn.” The verse ends with another 
Hiphil form meaning “to save; to rescue; to deliver.”
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Special Sermons

ANOTHER 500TH: FIRST LUTHERAN MARTYRS 
AND LUTHER’S FIRST HYMN

Songs and Shadows
Matthew 28:11–20
Rev. Charles E. Varsogea, missionary, 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
and captain, Chaplain Corps, United States Navy (LCMS Ministry 
to the Armed Forces)

Sermon Outline
 1. We like to think there’s no truth outside ourselves, that 

we make our own truth.
 2. But, as the first Lutheran martyrdoms illustrate, we use 

“fake news” to deny our sinfulness.
 3. Still, the truth is, Christ forgives us.
 4. This sets us free to live new lives.
We Deny Our Sinfulness, but the Truth Is, Christ 
Forgives Us, Which Sets Us Free to Live New Lives.
 5. Everything truly beautiful in our lives comes from out-

side ourselves, especially our love for one another.

Sermon
1.

We like to think there’s no truth outside ourselves, that 
we are each able to make our own truth. We say things like 
“Follow the science” or “It’s just a fact,” but what we really 
mean is that everyone else should adopt the reality we’ve 
decided upon. We think we’re God. Think of other things 
we say: “Perception is reality.” “The medium is the message.” 
“There’s no such thing as bad publicity.” We are all hard-core 
spin doctors. We obsess over “fake news.” We create social 
media portraits of ourselves so wildly out of touch with real-
ity that they drive our neighbors and “friends” to despair. Our 
penchant for replacing substance with shadows is so strong 
that the Department of Homeland Security had to establish 
the very unfortunately named Disinformation Board.

As we learn from the preacher in Ecclesiastes (1:9), 
“There is nothing new under the sun.” Nebuchadnezzar tried 
to create his own gods in the third chapter of Daniel. He even 
tried to incinerate Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego for 
not buying into his delusion. In the last chapter of Matthew 
(28:12–14), the chief priests pay the guards to spread disin-
formation about Jesus’ resurrection. They gave a sufficient 
sum of money to the soldiers and said, “Tell people, ‘His 
disciples came by night and stole him away while we were 
asleep.’ And if this comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy 
him and keep you out of trouble.”

2.
There was plenty of “fake news” in Martin Luther’s day 

too. In fact, his very first hymn was written and sung to cast 
light on the shadows of a lie being spread about the martyr-
dom of two young men for believing the Gospel, the first 
Lutheran martyrs.

Five hundred years ago, on July 1, 1523, Heinrich Voes and 
Johann Esch were burned at the stake in Brussels for refusing 
to deny the Gospel being proclaimed by the Reformation, the 
truth that we are saved from our sins by grace, through faith, 
for Christ’s sake alone. They, like Luther, were Augustinian 
monks, but unlike Luther, they had no powerful prince to 
protect them from the murderous rage of their adversaries.

Not content to have murdered these boys for their faith, 
the enemies of the Gospel also began to spread the rumor 
that these martyrs had denied the faith in their last moments 
on earth. In response, Luther turned to the most powerful 
social media platform of the day to shed some light on the 
subject. He wrote a ballad praising these martyrs and uphold-
ing their confession of faith. By late summer or early fall, the 
song had gone “viral” and opened Luther’s eyes to the power 
of song to overcome the shadows of deception.

From this first hymn would come “A Mighty Fortress,” 
his hymn versions of the chief parts of the catechism, our 
culture of singing the Divine Service as a congregation, and 
so much more. If you want to read the text of Luther’s first 
hymn, you can find it in Luther’s Works, American Edition, 
volume 53, beginning on page 211. It is a powerful poetic 
testimony to the faith of these martyrs. The hymn is called 
“A New Song Here Shall Be Begun.” A couple of verses of that 
ballad appear in The Lutheran Hymnal of 1941 as Hymn no. 
259, “Flung to the Heedless Winds.” Here they are:

Flung to the heedless winds
Or on the waters cast,
The martyrs’ ashes, watched,
Shall gathered be at last.
And from that scattered dust,
Around us and abroad,
Shall spring a plenteous seed
Of witnesses for God.

The Father hath received
Their latest living breath,
And vain is Satan’s boast
Of vict’ry in their death.
Still, still, though dead, they speak,
And, trumpet-tongued, proclaim
To many a wak’ning land
The one availing Name.
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Children’s Messages

PENTECOST 15 (PROPER 18), SEPT. 10, 2023

What God Wants Us to Do
Text: Ezekiel 33:7–9
Visual: none
Summary: God asks us to do things we do not want to do, and 
then he gives us the ability to do them in Jesus.
Jeffrey H. Pulse, professor, 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Good morning, everyone! Question—a very big ques-
tion: Ever have to do something you didn’t want to do? 

Ever been asked to clean your room? Did you want to? Have 
you ever had to eat all the vegetables on your plate? Did you 
want to? Have you ever had to finish your homework before 
you could play? Did you want to? There are a lot of things 
we’re asked to do that we really don’t want to do.

Let me tell you about a man named Ezekiel. Ezekiel is a 
prophet in the Bible, but Ezekiel did not want to be a prophet. 
Ezekiel did not want to do all the things God told him to do 
so the people would know what God was saying. One time 
Ezekiel had to lie on his side for 390 days and then roll over 
and lie on his other side for forty days. Would you want to do 
that? Not me! God even made it so that Ezekiel couldn’t talk 
unless God told him to. Pause. Would you like that? Not me! 
How could Ezekiel do all these things God asked him to do?

God gave Ezekiel the power to do these things. Even 
though Ezekiel didn’t want to do them, even though he was 
afraid he couldn’t, God helped him do what God asked.

Did you know God asks us to do things too? He asks us to 
love people, even when they aren’t very lovable. He asks us to 
follow him no matter what. He asks us to talk to others about 
Jesus. He asks us to follow his commandments and live as 
his children. These aren’t easy for us. How can we do them? 
Like Ezekiel, God gives us the power to do what he asks.

Any ideas how God gives us this power? Receive responses. 
God gives us this power by first making us his children. He 
sent Jesus into our world to make us his children. On the 
cross, Jesus suffered and died for us so our sins would be 
washed away and we’d be God’s children. So, when you are 
baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, you are made a child of God. And because you 
are a child of God, you have God’s power to do the things 
he asks. Ezekiel could do all those strange things God asked 
because he was a child of God; God gave him the power. 
Same is true for us. We can do all God wants because we’re his 
children, and God gives his children the power to follow him.

PENTECOST 16 (PROPER 19), SEPT. 17, 2023

I Forgive You, in Jesus
Text: Genesis 50:15–21
Visual: none
Summary: We can only forgive others because Christ has first 
forgiven us.
Jeffrey H. Pulse, professor, 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Why do you forgive someone who did something mean 
to you? Take responses. Should you forgive them? But 

forgiving someone who did something mean to you isn’t easy. 
Usually, we think about getting even! My brother broke my 
toy, so I’m going to break one of his toys! My sister called me a 
bad name, so I’m going to call her one! Other times, we want 
the person who was mean to us to sweat—to worry about 
what we’re going to do to them and when we’re going to do it.

In the Bible reading from the Old Testament, this is what 
Joseph’s brothers think he’s doing. They’ve done some very 
bad things to Joseph in the past; they even thought about 
killing him. Instead, they sold him into slavery, and he ended 
up as a slave in Egypt. That’s pretty bad! Now, around twenty 
years later, they’re worried Joseph is going to get even with 
them. They think the reason he’s waited is because their 
father was protecting them from Joseph, but now their father 
has died, and they believe Joseph is going to get even. All this 
time they’ve worried and suffered, but now the day has come.

Have you ever wanted to get even with someone but you 
knew you’d get in big trouble if your parents found out? That’s 
what the brothers of Joseph think Joseph is doing—waiting 
for Dad to die so he can get even! But guess what? Joseph 
wasn’t thinking like that at all. He forgave his brothers for 
all the bad things they did to him. He even said that God let 
it happen so God could use Joseph to save people, even his 
brothers who were mean to him. Joseph said it was all up to 
God! How could Joseph be that way?

Think about this: How can you forgive someone who’s 
been bad to you? Maybe we should ask the question this way: 
How can God forgive us when we’re bad? Remember how? 
He sent Jesus! Jesus went to the cross and died for all our 
sins. Jesus washed away, forgave, all those sins. God loves us 
and forgives us because of Jesus! And now that you’re God’s 
children, you can forgive one another as Jesus first forgave 
you. It’s still hard to forgive, but when we think about what 
Jesus did for us and how he’s forgiven us, it is possible. We 
can forgive others because Jesus forgave us first.
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Coming Next Issue

Christocentric: 
What Does This Mean? 
One Lord, Jesus Christ
Dale Meyer

“I think going forward we all can give our listeners a more 
temporally accurate presentation of Jesus.” Rather than a 
Christ divided between the first century and his return in 
what seems to us the far distant future, Dr. Meyer shares 
reflections about giving our hearers a clearer presentation 
of Christ on the timeline of salvation history. The first of a 
series to run all four quarters of CPR Volume 34.

God’s Promise for a 
Speechless Church
Christian Neddens

Gustaf Wingren once described Hans Joachim Iwand (1899–
1960) as probably the best Lutheran theologian of the twen-
tieth century. A systematician, Iwand’s most lasting impact 
was nevertheless in homiletics, largely through a series of 
sermon meditations he initiated and edited in the years after 
World War II, and many of which he wrote. Dr. Neddens, 
Professor of Systematic Theology at the Lutherische Theo-
logische Hochschule, Oberursel, Germany, introduces us to 
this treasure.

Advent-Christmas Series: 
Resounding Psalms for Advent
Jeffrey Stone

The histories behind various psalms narrate many of the 
highlights and very lowlights of the story of Advent, God’s 
Old Testament people longing for the promised Messiah, 
and the psalms themselves resound with poetic expressions 
of restoration, revival, return, and . . . then, when the Messiah 
arrives, well, joy to the world! Pastor Stone has crafted a 
beautiful preparation for and celebration of Christ’s coming!

Pastors Conference
Besides, perhaps, designing a series, do you do anything dif-
ferent or differently in preaching evening midweek services 
than you do on Sunday morning?

Upcoming Sermons, Series B
 Sunday Text, Title

 Advent 1 1 Corinthians 1:3–9, Waiting for Christ

 Advent 2 Isaiah 40:1–11, A Joyful Homecoming

 Advent 3 John 1:6–8, 19–28, Not an Impersonator!

 Advent 4 Luke 1:26–38, It’s All about God’s Plan!

 Christmas 1 Isaiah 61:10–62:3, Waiting for God

 Baptism of 
 Our Lord Romans 6:1–11, The Reality of Christ

 Epiphany 2  1 Samuel 3:1–10 (11–20), A Word to  
Hear When God Seems to Be Silent

 Epiphany 3  Jonah 3:1–5, 10, Your Ninevehs: The  
Lord Will Not Fail

 Epiphany 4  1 Corinthians 8:1–13, Concerning . . .  
Your Brother

 Epiphany 5 1 Corinthians 9:16–27, The Jesus Club?

 Transfiguration Exodus 34:29–35, The Light of Christ: 
 of Our Lord Bright, Brighter, and Brightest

 Special  
 Sermons Text, Title

 Sermon Series: For the Widow, the Fatherless,  
 Sermons of  the Sojourner, the Poor 
 God’s Justice Zechariah 7:8–14; Matthew 23:23–28, 
  True Judgments 
  Deuteronomy 24:17–22, Justice and Mercy

Feast of St. John 1:35–42a,  
 Andrew So It Begins, and So It Goes

 Christmas Eve Luke 2:4–7, No Room?

 Christmas Day John 1:1–14, Your Light Has Come

 New Year’s Eve 
 or Day Luke 2:21, Marked with Signs and Scars

 Epiphany of 
 Our Lord Matthew 2:1–12, Look Here! Hear!

 Epiphany  
 Evangelism Romans 15:14–21, There Are Gentiles!

 Sanctity of 
 Human Life Mark 1:14–20, Just as I Am

 Presentation Luke 2:22–40, Complete the Cast, 
 of Our Lord Commence the Feast




