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EDITOR’S PREFACE

The People’s Bible Commentary is just what the name
implies—a Bible and commentary for the people. It includes
the complete text of the Holy Scriptures in the popular New
International Version. The commentary following the Scrip-
ture sections contains personal applications as well as his-
torical background and explanations of the text.

The authors of the People’s Bible Commentary are men
of scholarship and practical insight gained from years of
experience in the teaching and preaching ministries. They
have tried to avoid the technical jargon which limits so
many commentary series to professional Bible scholars.

The most important feature of these books is that they
are Christ-centered. Speaking of the Old Testament Scrip-
tures, Jesus himself declared, “These are the Scriptures that
testify about me” ( John 5:39). Each volume of the People’s
Bible Commentary directs our attention to Jesus Christ. He is
the center of the entire Bible. He is our only Savior.

We dedicate these volumes to the glory of God and to
the good of his people.

The Publishers
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PART ONE

Preparation for Service
(1:1–4:13)

Preface to Luke’s gospel

Introduction

1Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that
have been fulfilled among us, 2just as they were handed down to

us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of
the word. 3Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated
everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write
an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4so that you
may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.

Luke is the only one of the four evangelists who intro-
duces his gospel with a kind of personal foreword. He
clearly states the purpose of his writing: “that you may know
the certainty of the things you have been taught.” Luke does
not want his readers to be in doubt about the truth concern-
ing Jesus Christ, the Servant of God. By the time Luke wrote
his gospel, other reports of the life and teachings of Jesus
were beginning to circulate. Luke assures his readers that he
has investigated everything from the beginning and now pro-
vides this orderly account of the truth.

Who is Theophilus, to whom Luke addresses this gospel?
The name literally means “lover of God.” Perhaps
Theophilus was a prominent Christian in the early church;
some suggest he may have paid for the parchment on which
this gospel was written. However, it is possible that the name
could be symbolic and refer simply to any believer, any lover
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of God. The name occurs again in the second volume of
Luke’s writings, the book of Acts. That book begins, “In my
former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began
to do and to teach.” Each person who reads this gospel must
hear himself addressed as the lover of God who seeks to
know the truth about Jesus Christ.

The births of John and Jesus

The birth of John the Baptist foretold
5In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named

Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his
wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6Both of them
were upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s com-
mandments and regulations blamelessly. 7But they had no chil-
dren, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well
along in years.

8Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serv-
ing as priest before God, 9he was chosen by lot, according to the
custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and
burn incense. 10And when the time for the burning of incense
came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.

11Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the
right side of the altar of incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he
was startled and was gripped with fear. 13But the angel said to
him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard.
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him
the name John. 14He will be a joy and delight to you, and many
will rejoice because of his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight
of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink,
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. 16Many
of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God.
17And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.”

18Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am
an old man and my wife is well along in years.”

Luke 1:5-25
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19The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of
God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good
news. 20And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the
day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which
will come true at their proper time.”

21Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and won-
dering why he stayed so long in the temple. 22When he came out,
he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in
the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable
to speak.

23When his time of service was completed, he returned home.
24After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months
remained in seclusion. 25“The Lord has done this for me,” she said.
“In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace
among the people.”

Luke parallels the births of John and Jesus. In each
case the angel Gabriel makes the announcement foretelling
the birth; both the mother of Jesus and the father of John
sing hymns of praise—one before and one after the births
of their sons; then comes the description of the two births
and the rite of circumcision that follows. While there are
some parallels between John and Jesus, above all we must
recognize how much greater Jesus is than John. Both are
servants of God, but the service that Jesus renders is far
superior to anything John does. Above all, Jesus is the Son
of God; John is only the blessed offspring of two very
pious and aged human parents.

Zechariah and Elizabeth prayed earnestly to the Lord
that he would grant them a child. However, Elizabeth had
reached the point in her life when women normally no
longer can conceive children. So when the angel Gabriel
announces to Zechariah that he would father a child, this
old man is dumbfounded—and he does not believe. As a
chastisement from God, Zechariah is unable to speak for
the entire nine months of his wife’s pregnancy.

Luke 1:5-25
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Gabriel describes the special role this John (which
means “the Lord has shown favor”) is to fulfill: “He will be a
joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his
birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. . . . Many
of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their
God.” John would be like the great Old Testament prophet
Elijah; his calling was “to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord.”

Zechariah was serving his turn as priest in the temple
when the angel appeared to him. Aaron had 24 grandsons;
one was named Abijah (1 Chronicles 24:10). John was born
from this priestly family. He grew up very conscious of the
requirements of the law. In the plan of salvation, he was just
the right person to serve as the forerunner of the Savior.

The birth of John took place in the time of Herod king
of Judea. This is the same Herod who slaughtered many
innocent boys after the birth of Jesus. The announcement
of John’s birth is linked to the reign of a king who was
quite insignificant in comparison to the great Caesar in
Rome. The birth of Jesus will be related to the actions of
the great world leader Caesar Augustus (2:1).

We dare not leave this story without mentioning the joy
of Elizabeth and her acknowledgement of the Lord’s gra-
cious action: “The Lord has done this for me. . . . He has
shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the
people.” Here is a mother-to-be who truly anticipates the
birth of her child as a blessed gift of the Lord!

The birth of Jesus foretold
26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a

town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly
favored! The Lord is with you.”

Luke 1:26-38
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