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Tbis work, THE LUTHERAN TRrAIL, we dedi-
cate to the blessed memory of the sainted Fathers
of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, who,
under God, have blazed a trail through the prair-
ies of northern Illinois, leaving to their children a
sacred beritage, a Church with the Word of God
and His Holy Ordinances pure and undefiled.

We further dedicate this record of the accom-
plishments of God’s grace within the Lutheran
Church to all fellow Lutherans of this region,
particularly to our children and to future genera-
tions, praying that they ever may be mindful of
the rich blessings which the Lord our God bas
wrought so abundantly in our midst during the
past century, and that they may prove to be
worthy administrators of their inberitance.






Preface

IT was with wavering courage that the undersigned yielded
to the request submitted to him in 1944 by the Centennial
Historical Committee appointed by the Rev. Ernest T. Lams,
then President of the Northern Illinois District, to prepare a
history of “True Lutheranism, Its Part in the Development of
Greater Chicago.” The committee, consisting of Pastors Fer-
dinand L. Gehrs, Paul Sauer, and William Gahl, subsequently
forwarded to all pastors in charge of Missouri Synod congre-
gations in the area of immediate concern a friendly appeal
for support in this venture, with the specific request that
“every pastor compile a history of his congregation.” All data
were to be in the hands of the committee by February 1, 1945.
Approximately one year later, a comparatively large number
received another, but more urgent, appeal for historical data:
“Please do not stand back, but send the history of your con-
gregation or a brief sketch of it before September 1, 1946, to
. . .” (the undersigned).

Meanwhile, at several special meetings with the Centennial
Historical Committee in the central office of the Northern Illi-
nois District, 77 West Washington Street, Chicago, the out-
line and the scope of the proposed history were enthusiastic-
ally and thoroughly discussed; these meetings invariably were
followed by personal visits to many sources of pertinent infor-
mation: pastors, teachers, laymen, libraries, historical deposits,
etc., which resulted in a tremendous amount of copying, most
of which was competently done by a daughter of an 1884
graduate of the old Teachers’ Seminary in Addison, Emma,
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VIII The Lutheran Trail

nee Gerlach, my wife. From the more than 6,000 standard-size
double-spaced typed sheets, progress toward adequate con-
ciseness was understandably slow. With the unstinted aid of
John L. Astley-Cock, associate editor of Religion and Educa-
tion, The Chicago Tribune, and of Dr. John G. Kunstmann,
associate professor in the Department of Germanic Languages
and Literatures, The University of Chicago, the basic objec-
tive was reached during the winter months of 1946-1947.
Grateful acknowledgment is herewith directed also to Mr. C.
W. Tennant of the Western United Gas and Electric Co.,
Aurora, for supplying copies of the “Service Bulletins” con-
taining valuable data concerning various points of local his-
torical interest; likewise, to the Rev. Walter G. Stallmann,
through whose voluntary efforts access was prepared to F. O.
Peterson & Sons, printers in Aurora, from whom a well-pre-
served copy of The Centennial Record of Aurora was secured;
also to Miss Clara Schweppe for her cheerful co-operation
while searching for salient facts regarding pastors and day
school teachers in the files of the Statistical Bureau, Concor-
dia Publishing House; to Miss Lillian Brune for her patience
in trying to convince us of her choice of design and general
make-up; to Prof. L. Blankenbuehler and his associates for
their meticulous proofreading; to Dr. Martin Piehler and his
staff for supplying needed copies of synodical Proceedings; and
to all others who in any way participated in bringing the task
to a successful finish.

Difficulties which arose in the printing trade prevented the
publishing of this historical volume, the title of which was
altered to “The Lutheran Trail,” in 1947—the Missouri Synod’s
centennial year. After a long lapse of time this writer was in-
formed that Synod’s Centennial Committee was desirous of
having the history published, with the understanding, how-
ever, that it would be brought up to date. Additional data
were forthwith gathered, and several months afterward the
publishers began the actual printing job.



Preface IX

The feasibility of presenting an, albeit somewhat sketchy,
account of Lutheran activities in America which preceded the
inception of Lutheranism in this part of our country probably
will not be seriously questioned. The purpose seems obvious.
Neither will the chronological arrangement of the 250 con-
gregations constitute a grievous problem; moreover, it is hoped
that the reader’s imagination will not be stretched too taut as
he approaches the end of an article in “1949” and at the be-
ginning of the next one suddenly is whisked back, in spirit,
to “1860” or “19oo.” ’

An attempt to supply vital information concerning the Mis-
souri Synod’s founding and gradual development and the
various educational institutions and charitable organizations
in the Northern Illinois area is exemplified in Part Three.

If the “Trail” has not been properly blazed, we shall soon
find out. May all who follow in its wake charitably consider
the manifold obstacles that had to be overcome on this its first
peregrination.

Vista of the Midway Plaisance
1448 East Sixtieth Street
Chicago g7, Illinois
Lous J. SCHWARTZKOPF
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/9 art One

The Trail Starts

“Martyrum Sanguis Semen Ecclesiae”—“The blood of the
martyrs is the seed of the Church”—and martyrdom marks
the genesis of the Lutheran Traill

Admiral de Coligny, the eminent Huguenot leader, in the
year 1564 had established a settlement near St. Augustine,
Fla,, a territory over which Spain claimed dominion. Where-
upon Pedro Menendez was dispatched under commission “to
destroy the Lutheran French who had dared to settle there.”
Accordingly, on September 20, 1565, occurred the Massacre
of Fort Caroline. Two hundred and thirty-three members of
the settlement were beheaded, and a placard was placed over
their graves bearing the inscription: “We slew them not as
Frenchmen, but as Lutherans.”*

But with this sanguinary execution of his mission Menen-
dez signed his death warrant. There were seven survivors of
the massacre. They, together with the Levantine sailors of
the expedition, mutinied against Menendez, killed him, and
betook themselves in his ship to Denmark, and it was from
Denmark that history, fifty-four years later, erected another

*Some historians refer to these French settlers as “heretics.”
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marker on the Lutheran Trail, again associated with death.

Captain Jens Munck with crews of two Danish vessels set
out to discover the northwest passage to India. In 1619 he
anchored in Hudson Bay and set up winter quarters on the
western shore, now part of the Province of Manitoba. That
winter forty of his crew died. Chaplain to the expedition was
the Rev. Rasmus Jensen. He read the funeral service over
these sailors who were buried in a plot he had previously
staked out, and thus was dedicated the first Lutheran ceme-
tery on the North American continent. The chaplain’s last
recorded pastoral act was celebration of the Lord’s Supper on
Christmas Day of that year. On February 20, 1620, he died
and was interred alongside the flock to which he had so faith-
fully ministered.

Overshadowed as the Lutheran Trail was by mass murder in
the sixteenth century and the tragedy of death in the seven-
teenth, it was further darkened by massacre in the first half of
the eighteenth century.

In 1410 a migration of Lutherans from Switzerland settled
at New Berne in North Carolina. Indians almost wiped out
the colony the following year, and the survivors fled to Vir-
ginia. In 1739 some German Lutherans had founded a colony
on the “wild and forbidding” coast of Maine where today the
town of Waldoboro is situated. Seven years later the settle-
ment was raided by Indians, who murdered the majority, car-
ried the remainder into captivity, and by burning their primi-
tive homes “turned the whole region into a dreary waste.”
But the Salzburgers, harassed for three years in their home-
land, who emigrated to Georgia, found a goodly heritage.

The Salzburgers were a persecuted group from the Alpine
district of Austria, so called because they formed a confeder-
acy named the Salzbund. They existed on a diet of salt and
bread, and vowed never to prove untrue to their Lutheran
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convictions. On October g1, 1731, an order was issued that
they change their faith or emigrate, leaving behind all chil-
dren not of age. A considerable number so did, and they were
welcomed at Charleston in March, 1734, by General Ogle-
thorpe. A few days later, accompanied by the Rev. J. M.
Belzius and the Rev. I. C. Gronau, they were allotted terri-
tory near Savannah. They named their settlement Ebenezer—
“Rock of Salvation.”

Let none think, however, that at this early period the Lu-
theran Trail was nought but sporadically stained with blood;
along its way are many historic markers recording heroes and
deeds of first instance.

There was the first Lutheran pastor to work among settlers
in America, the Rev. Reorus Torkillus. He arrived on April
17, 1640, a passenger of the second expedition from Sweden.
He became pastor of the Swedes who had settled on Christina
Creek, where they had erected a fort, named in honor of their
Queen, Christina.

Then there was the first missioner who erected the first
church, the Rev. Johan Campanius of Sweden. In 1645 he
brought the evangel to the northeastern coast of America and
forthwith busied himself translating the Small Catechism of
Dr. Martin Luther into the Iroquois dialect. On September 4,
1646, he dedicated the first Lutheran church, “a handsome
wooden building,” on the Isle of Tinicum, about fifteen miles
from the mouth of the Delaware River, known now as Tena-
con Island.

Also there was the first pastor to the Dutch, who had set-
tled in 1623 at Fort Orange on Manhattan Island, the Rev.
Johannes Ernestus Goetwater (Gutwasser). He was commis-
sioned by the Lutheran ministry of Amsterdam “to minister
to the Lutherans in the Hudson Valley,” and arrived at his
post early in 1657.1

Next was the first pastor of the German Evangelical Lu-
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theran Church in America, the Rev. Justus Falckner, who holds
the distinction of being the first Lutheran minister to be or-
dained in this country. His ordination took place in the
Swedish church at Wicaco on November 24, 1703. The site
is now included in the “City of Brotherly Love”—Philadelphia,
Pa, After a ministry of about twenty years, mostly in the
States of New York and New Jersey, he died in 1723.2

Finally, there was the Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg,
founder of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania in 1748, the
mother synod of the Lutheran Church, originally called
“United Pastors and United Congregations.”3

The Lutheran Trail now enters on an era of continuous
achievement. Those unrelated, indistinct by-paths, started
variously from Hudson Bay to the Atlantic Ocean, at last
converge to form the objective of this chronicle. All preced-
ing was prophetic of what Lutherans had to surmount as the
Trail began to traverse the State of Illinois before it ended in
the Centennial accomplishment of the Missouri Synod in
northern Illinois.

Before blazing this trail, however, attendant circumstances
and society must be briefly sketched better to apprehend the
arduous labors of those pioneers in the past century.

By the Peate of Paris in 1763 Illinois was ceded by France
‘to Great Britain. Seven years after the adoption of the Decla-
ration of Independence (1776), Illinois was ceded to the United
States of America and was then known as “Illinois County of
Virginia.” “The two extremes of the early civilization of
America were immensely influenced by two very opposite forms
of the religious idea, namely, that which the Puritans repre-
sented in the East and that which the Jesuits represented in
the West,”*

In 1484, one year before the organization of the second Lu-
theran synod in this country, the New York Ministerium,
Illinois became a part of the Great Northern Territory.
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When Thomas Jefferson was elected the third President of
the United States, in 1800, Illinois was made a part of Indiana .
Territory, with General William Henry Harrison as governor
and the seat of government at Vincennes, Ind. By this time
“the New York Ministerium had completely fallen away from
Lutheranism.” Rationalism was the monster that had pounced
upon a large section of Lutheranism.5

In 1803 the North Carolina Synod, the mother synod of all
the Southern synods, was organized by four Lutheran clergy-
men, including the Rev. Paul Henkel, and fourteen laymen
at- Salisbury, N.C.%

For the first time in the history of the Lutheran Church in
America—now about 166 years old—the “language question”
became an issue in 1806. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, Wil-.
liam C. Berkenmeyer, and other German as well as Swedish
clergymen had been preaching in the English language with-
out serious disapproval or drastic interference. But now, in
1806, under the leadership of John Peter Gabriel Muhlen-
berg, an illustrious son of the “patriarch of the Lutheran
Church in America” and colonel in the Continental Army,
some of the members of Saint Michael’s Congregation in the
“City of Brotherly Love,” Philadelphia, Pa., insisted upon call-
ing an English-speaking minister to replace their own two
German ministers. Most of the votes cast were in favor of
abiding by the existing arrangement. The minority left and
established a church of its own—Saint John’s.

Near Saint Michael’s stood Zion Church. Under the aus-
pices of the United States Government a memorial service for
“the Father of his Country’—George Washington—who died
December 14, 1799, was held in the latter Lutheran church on
December 26, 1799. Members of the Senate and the Supreme
Court as well as many generals and other officers who had
served under General Washington’s brilliant leadership at-
tended that service. General “Light Horse Harry” Henry Lee



6 The Lutheran Trail

gave the principal address on this occasion, and it was here
that the now familiar words were heard for the first time:
“First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his
countrymen.”

In 1815 Saint Michael’s Congregation was again disquieted
by the “language question”; and in September of the follow-
ing year another separation occurred, resulting in the found-
ing of Saint Matthew’s Congregation.”

In 1809 Illinois was made a separate territory, with Ninian
Edwards as governor and the seat of government in the old
French village of Kaskaskia,® in what now is Randolph County
in the southwestern part of the State.*

During the “era of good feeling,” which began in 1816, or
slightly less than four years after the United States Govern-
ment had signed the treaty of peace with England, the fifth
President of the nation, James Monroe, in his second annual
message to the Congress of the United States, declared: “I
communicate with great satisfaction the accession of another
State [Illinois] to our Union, because I perceive from the
proof afforded by the additions already made the regular
progress and sure consummation of a policy of which history
affords no example, and of which the good effect cannot be
too highly estimated. By extending our Government on the
principles of our Constitution over the vast territory within
our limits, on the Lakes and the Mississippi and its numerous
streams, new life and vigor are fused into every part of our
system.”® Thus Illinois, in 1818, became the eighth State to
be admitted to the Union.

What constitutes a State?

Not high-rais’d battlements, nor labored mound,
Thick wall, nor moated gate;

Nor cities proud, with spires and turrets crown’d,
Nor starr’d and spangled courts,

Where low-born baseness wafts perfume to pride:
*In 1820 the seat of government was moved to Vandalia, where it remained
until moved to Springfield in 1837,
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But men! high-minded men,
Who their duties know, but know their rights,
And knowing, dare maintain them.®

In the same year, 1818, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of
Ohio and Adjoining States, constituting the western part of
the Pennsylvania Ministerium, was founded at Somerset, Perry
County, Ohio.1!

It was during the decade 1820-1830 that the great westward
trek was in progress. The gradual opening of new territories
beyond the Appalachian Mountains, combined with the wide-
ly publicized offer of low-priced land and relief from the hard
times which had been brought on by the recent War of 1812,
lured many people away from the Atlantic seaboard. “Over-
land in great Conestoga wagons, and driving their herds before
them, came settlers from Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and
Virginia, entering the eastern borders of Indiana, establishing
their homes and subduing the wilderness. From the sunny
Southland came hardy pioneers, desiring to improve their
temporal conditions, and to escape the baneful influence of
slavery. Everywhere the woodman’s ax was heard, and the
smoke ascended from hundreds of clearings, where the finest
poplar, oak, and walnut were consigned to the flames to make
room for the corn and wheat of the thrifty farmer.”22 Among
the participants in that great early “Cavalcade of America”
were numerous Lutherans. “Lutherans of Pennsylvania and
New York moved into Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, and many
from Maryland and Virginia and the Carolinas went to south-
ern Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, and even Missouri.”13

First settled in the southern section, Illinois as a United
States territory and State, derived its earliest population large-
ly from southern and southeastern States. The first known
Lutheran clergyman in the young State was the Rev. John L.
Markert from Ohio.1* According to Wagner, however, the Rev.
Daniel Scherer “may justly be regarded as the patriarch of the
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Lutheran Church in Illinois”; in fact, Wagner goes so far as
to say that Scherer was for a number of years the only Lu-
theran pastor in the State.15

Illinois, the “most level” of the forty-eight States, has an area
of approximately 56,650 square miles. The northern section,
which is our immediate concern, comprises approximately
eleven thousand square miles. Hence, only about one fifth of
the State’s total area is the theater in which the events between
1840 and 1949, chronicled in these pages, took place.

Inasmuch as Chicago will be referred to more frequently
than any other city, town, or village in Illinois, no apologies
are offered for presenting at least a brief outline of this great
metropolitan center’s history and development.

The wars which had ravaged the northwestern frontiers were
terminated on August 8, 1795, by General “Mad Anthony”
Wayne when a treaty of peace with the hostile Indian tribes
was successfully negotiated at Greenville, Ohio. By that
treaty, signed for the United States by General Wayne and
for the Indians by Chief Little Turtle, the Indians ceded,
along with other items, “one piece of land six miles square, at
the mouth of the Chikagou River, emptying into the south-
west end of Lake Michigan, where a fort formerly stood.”

The fort alluded to probably had been built by the French
during the latter part of the seventeenth century. In 1804
another fort was erected on or near the same site and named
“Dearborn,” in honor of General Henry Dearborn, an officer
in the American Revolution and later Secretary of War. It
was located on the south bank of the Chicago River, directly
east of what was the Rush Street Bridge.* At that time the
“Chikagou” River took a sharp turn to the south, just east of
the fort, and made its way into the lake over a heavy sandbar
near the now eastern end of Madison Street. “Far in the wil-
derness,” the fort was reached from Detroit by a woodland

trail.

*Rush Street no longer extends as fag south as the river; also, the bridge has
long since been non-existent.
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When, in 1812, this nation became involved in war with
Great Britain, the Indians independently went on the warpath
and in this part of the country attacked Fort Dearborn. Obe-
dient to an order from General William Hull, at Detroit,
Mich., Captain Nathan Heald and his party abandoned Fort
Dearborn in the middle of August, 1812. On the fifteenth day
of that month the company was attacked by Indians among the
sand hills along the lake shore. Most of the Americans, “in-
cluding twelve children, were massacred and their scalps sold
to Colonel Proctor, who had offered a premium for American
scalps.”

For four years after this tragic event the place was deserted
by all save the Indians. . . . Chicago seemed to have been re-
committed to aboriginal obscurity. At the end of that dark
period, however, the pendulum started a powerful swing back-
ward, and a great change took place in the dramatic presenta-
tions, particularly in the “Northern Illinois Theater.”

In 1816 the fort was rebuilt under the direction of Captain
Hezekiah Bradley, and thereafter it was continuously occupied
by United States troops for twenty-one years, except for a
short time in 1831. In 1827 the town of Chicago was com-
posed of six or seven families, a number of half-breeds, and a
lot of idle, vagabond Indians loitering about. For several years
mail was brought once or twice a month from the nearest
post office—Fort Wayne, Ind.

At that time, Cook County, named after Daniel P. Cook,
one of Illinois’ first Congressmen and perhaps better known
as the “father of the Illinois-Michigan Canal,” embraced all
the territory now included in the counties of Lake, McHenry,
Du Page, Will, and Iroquois. For a short time prior to that,
the entire northern portion of the State of Illinois was in-
cluded in Peoria County.

According to George S. Phillips the period between the sec-
ond building of the fort until 1830 was, geologically speak-
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ing, the Saurian period of Chicago’s history. The first white

settler was John Kinzie, and the first white child born in Chi-

cago was Ellen Marion Kinzie. Reputedly, however, a Negro, -
Jean Baptiste Pointe du Sable, has the distinction of having

been the first “Chicagoan.”

In the spring of 1831 the United States Government Postal
Department in Washington, D.C., established a post office in
the village of Chicago, which during the previous year had
been laid out to cover an area of only three eighths of a square
mile and “had streets marked off, although these were indis-
tinguishable in the mud.” The time required for mail to come
from New York, via Cleveland, Ohio, and Detroit, Mich., was
about twenty days.

The Government troops which had been dispatched to expel
the Indians from the “Great Northwest” returned to their
respective homes in 1832 and there sang the praises of the
fertile valleys which they had discovered along the banks of
the Illinois, the Fox, and the Rock Rivers. This resulted in
the beginning of a great influx of immigrants into this area;
many of them preferred to settle in the little town of Chicago
at Lake Michigan, “the great water.”

When Andrew Jackson in 1833 started upon his second term
in the White House, the Congress made an appropriation for
a harbor at Chicago. Piers were built out into the lake, a
channel was cut through the old sandbar, and the heavy spring
rains, together with the melting snow, gave it a thorough and
much needed cleansing.

On August 10, 1833, the incorporation record of the “vil-
lage” Chicago, numbering 250 inhabitants, was registered in
the now thirteen-year-old capital, Vandalia. A few weeks later,
September 26, the treaty of peace with the Potawatomis, Otta-
was, and Chippewas was definitely completed, and soon after-
ward the Indians, accompanied by Chief Sauganash, were on
their trek toward their new reservation on the western side of
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the Mississippi River, “the Father of Waters.” Two years after
its incorporation the village’s population had increased to
3,297-

In 1836 the digging of the Illinois-Michigan Canal, linking
Lake Michigan and the Chicago River with the Illinois River
and the apparently boundless riches of the vast Mississippi
Valley, was begun. In the following year, 18347, when Martin
Van Buren became the eighth President of the United States
and had to cope with an acute financial panic, the first candi-
dates for the mayoralty of Chicago were nominated: the Demo-
crat William Butler Ogden and the Whig John H. Kinzie.
Ogden was elected with a majority of 282 votes—8og being the
total number of votes cast.

At that time Chicago’s population was 4,180. There were g8
dwellings, 29 dry goods stores, 5 drugstores, 5 hardware stores,
4 warehouses, 45 grocery stores, 10 taverns, 17.law offices, and
5 churches when the struggling village was reincorporated as a
city in 1837.

The financial panic referred to affected the Chicagoans to
such an extent that for a time it appeared as though it would
have been better for most of them to have remained at the
Eastern seaboard, if not in the “old country.” More and more
they were being fettered by poverty and practically profitless
toil. The real estate boom bu;'st like a bubble; the value of
landed property declined with almost incredible speed; cash
money was virtually out of circulation; and trade and com-
merce lay wholly prostrate.

A factor which very materially helped to prevent Chicago
from sinking back into oblivion was the construction of the
Illinois-Michigan Canal, which provided an income for many
Chicago laborers. Other early settlers moved into the country
districts round about and engaged in farming and truck
gardening on a greater or lesser scale. This fact may account
for the familiar reference to Chicago as the “Garden City.”
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According to Lewis and Smith, Chicago’s incorporation as a
city included the selected motto “Urbs in Horto” (City in a
Garden). The depression lasted for seven long years, and dur-
ing this time some of the inhabitants supplied food for their
tables by hunting and fishing. The Madison Street Bridge
was a popular place for duck hunting. “As late as 1838 wolves
could be heard at night howling in the woods around this little
town.”

The first census of Chicago was taken July 1, 1839. It
showed a grand total of 4,170 persons, of whom g§,989 were
white, 77 Negroes, and 104 sailors.

As the 1840’s dawned, 4,470 inhabitants sat along “Garlic
Creek”—more politely called the Chicago River—wondering if
they were justified in referring to their community as the
Garden City, or if the slurs of certain other people after all
had more basis in fact, namely, that Chicago was only a “mud-
hole in the prairie,” or a huge dismal swamp. Perhaps some
of them opined that they had jumped out of the frying pan
into the fire.

The climax of the depression came in 1843, when, due to
the complete exhaustion of essential materials, work on the
canal was halted. A loan from the United States Govern-
ment, in 1844 or 1845, made possible the resumption of work
on this project. Despite the hard times the city’s population
had increased to twice its pre-depression size—about 8,000.
The reason for this sharp increase was probably the restora-
tion of economic stability in the country at large, and many
people, hoping to improve their lot, were streaming from the
Eastern States and from the southern to the northern part of
Illinois to the Chicago area. The rising generation sought
its own place. So soon as they felt that they could properly
handle an ax and a rifle, the young men set out for the “Far
West.” And older people who could not live peaceably with
their relatives or neighbors went along with the young folks.
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In those days there was no Lutheran church in Chicago.

The first Christian Sunday school was opened on August 19,
1832, in a log house at the Point, on the west side of the river’s

south branch. The first pupils, fifteen in number, were mostly
children of the French and half-breed residents.

A Methodist minister conducted services in a portion of his
own double log house near the river bank, where the north
and south branches meet, in 1832. It was here also that the
first services of the Presbyterian denomination were held in
1833. According to Charles Cleaver, however, the building
which constituted the locale for various denominational be-
ginnings in Chicago “had five or six windows on the side
fronting on Franklin Street . . . owned, so we afterward
found, by the Baptists, but then used, being the only one in
the village, by the Presbyterians and Methodists as well.” The
first Baptist church was organized on October 19, 1833. The
first Roman Catholic resident priest in Chicago was the Rev.
Saint Cyr, who come from Saint Louis, Mo., in 18g3. The
first church of this denomination was built “somewhere on
State Street” and called "Saint Mary’s. The first Episcopal
parish, Saint James, was organized in 1834 in a wooden
building which stood on the corner of Wolcott (now North
State Street) and Kinzie Streets. The first church building
was erected on land donated by the Kinzie family. In the
month of July, 1837, the Rev. Jacob Boas, who at that time
had charge of the Miami Circuit (Ohio) of the Evangelical
Association, came on horseback through the wilds of Indiana
on a missionary visit to Chicago—the first German Protestant
minister that penetrated these parts—and in August preached
the first sermon in the German language in Chicago in the
old Methodist frame church, near the corner of Washington
and Clark Streets. An organization was not deemed practicable
at this time, and Mr. Boas, after having confirmed the or-
ganization of several societies in the country and visited and
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preached in other settlements, as for instance at Dunklees
Grove, returned to his charge in Ohio.16

“In 1846 the Illinois Methodist Conference sent the Rev.
Philip Barth from St. Louis to serve the German emigrants
settling here. Finding no parsonage, no church, and no con-
gregation, compelled to sell his furniture in order to feed
himself and his family, the Rev. Mr. Barth nevertheless or-
ganized a congregation, and a year later built a church on
Indiana, now Grand Avenue, between Wells and Franklin."1?

Between 1840 and 1850 Pittsburgh, Louisville, Detroit, and
Cincinnati all doubled their population, while the increase in
the case of St. Louis was nearly fivefold and in the case of
Chicago sixfold.18

The Lutheran Trail is now passing through the “roaring
forties.”
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From Duncklees Grove
to Cummings Corner

1. Duncklees Grove

The dawn of Lutheranism in this part of the country was
dimly foreshadowed, not at the center—Chicago—but at the
periphery, slightly less than twenty miles northwest of Chi-
cago, on an island, not a body of land surrounded by water,
but an island of trees surrounded by prairies (Waldinsel—
grove). There were many such “islands,” or groves, in the vi-
cinity of the “Garden City,” or, as Chicago was also known,
the “Prairie City by the Lake,” as will be seen in subsequent
chapters.

The first of these groves to be considered was named
Duncklees Grove.* Presumably this island of trees was named
in honor of the first settler in that region. History, it would
seem, has thus far failed to ascertain the nationality of this
settler. T. John Grosse merely points out that at the time the
first German settlers arrived there, in June, 1834, only “two

Americans, M. Smith and H. Duncklee, sojourned here”
#QOther spellings: Dunkel and Dunckley.
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(“hielten sich damals hier auf”) and that the other inhabitants
. of the wild prairie were Indians.

Vague and fragmentary records of the territory and of its
earliest white inhabitants lead one to the belief that among
them was a Jan Hinrich Rothenfeld, who, while residing in
“Amt Stolpe” in the province of Hanover, Germany, de-
veloped the desire to emigrate to “fabulous America” and to
seek out Duncklees Grove, about which he had heard numerous
and, perhaps, only glowing accounts, for the establishing of a
homestead. Eventually he came to Chicago and thence walked
along Indian trails to the place of his not altogether' wild
dreams—Duncklees Grove. Without undue delay he pur-
chased from certain “Yankees” a suitable tract of land; and be-
fore long he realized that the soil, which he forthwith began to
cultivate, by far surpassed that of “Amt Stolpe.” Yearning for
good, amiable, and industrious neighbors of his own kind,
with whom he might associate and leisurely converse (“en
baeten wat snakken”), he soon corresponded with his rela-
tives in the “Old Country,” wishing to lure them across the
Atlantic. Surely he did not fail to tell them about the source
of good meat: deer, grouse, rabbits, etc. Grosse relates that
one day a number of prairie chickens gathered on top of the
chimney of Fred Stuenkel’s log house. Mr. Stuenkel shot one
of them; it fell down through the chimney and directly into a
pot of boiling soup.

Numerous relatives of Jan Hinrich Rothenfeld, pleased
with the prospect of better living conditions, at more or less
frequent intervals, appeared on the scene, and each group,
according to. its means, then purchased real estate, the price
of which was raised in proportion to the increase in the num-
ber of purchasers. A flourishing and prospering German set-
tlement was the result of this influx. There were difficulties,
to be sure, including altercations with interloping “Yankees”
who from time to time appeared in the vicinity of Duncklees
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Grove to stake claims of land already bought and paid for by
the German settlers. The names of some of the earliest Ger-
man settlers, 1834--1844, appear below*

The social life of these pioneers can, perhaps, be more
readily imagined than described. That the conversations were
carried on in their native language or dialects may be regard-
ed as a foregone conclusion. But, of course, religious life
nowhere in the world originates in the fertile soil or in agri-
cultural enterprises. Having been reared in a religious atmos-
phere, those German settlers surrounded themselves with a
similar atmosphere in their new home at or near the “island
of trees,” Duncklees Grove. However, for quite some time,
so it would seem, no serious attempt at erecting a church build-
ing was made by them. Moreover, unlike the Saxon settlers
in Missouri (1839), there were no ordained clergymen among
the Duncklees Grovers. '

Discussions of church matters culminated in the decision, in
1838, to organize a Christian congregation. Viewed in the
light of subsequent history, this congregation actually proved
to be a very strange compound of conflicting, contradictory,
and incongruous religious elements.

The first preacher to serve the newly organized congrega-
tion was a Prussian, Ludwig Cachand-Ervendberg. After only
about two years of “spiritual activity” (1837-1839) at Duncklees
Grove he departed for the State of Texas (then the independ-
ent republic of Texas),t where for a time he served a con-
gregation as pastor. In 1863 he was killed by Mexican Indians.

*Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig Blecke Mr. and Mrs. Friedrich Stuenkel
Mrs. G. Buchholz Mrs. Sophia Tonne

Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig Leeseberg Mrs. Dorothea Plagge

Mr. and Mrs. Friedrich Leeseberg Wilhelm Buchholz

Mrs. Sophia Megenbrink Friedrich Krage

Mrs. Dorothea Preuszner Heinrich Stuenkel |

Friedrich Graue Mr. and Mrs. Dietrich Hahn
Heinrich Buchholz Mr. and Mrs, Friedrich Eickhoff
Friedrich Knigge August Graue

Wilhelm Rabe Heinrich Hackmeister

Mr. and Mrs. Wilhelm Boeske
fTexas was admitted to the Union in 1845; shortly afterward the United States
was at war with Mexico, 1845-1848,
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Ervendberg’s successor as preacher among the Germans of
Duncklees Grove (1840) was eighteen-year-old Francis Arnold

Hoffmann, a printer by trade and a youth whose heart was
filled with enterprise. Being obliged to earn his living during
the week, he was unable to prepare sermons for Sunday delivery
and at first read sermons “out of a book.” Later he prepared
and delivered lectures on various religious subjects, and be-
fore the close of the second year of his adopted profession as
a preacher, young Hoffmann was officially recognized as the
congregation’s spiritual leader and pastor, “without further
examination and ordination.” After three years he left the
congregation, and during his absence a Jew who had joined
the Methodist Church preached several times. According to
Grosse, Pastor Hoffmann returned to Duncklees Grove in Au-
gust, 1844, and pleaded for forgiveness. Not only was he for-
given, but reinstated in the pastorate. Karl Kretzmann dis-
agrees with Grosse’s version; he says: “The truth is that Hoff-
mann, apparently early in 1841, traveled to Southeastern
Michigan, where he received whatever theological training
could be obtained in those days, probably from the Rev.
Friedrich Schmid of Ann Arbor, president of the Michigan
Synod. ‘By diligent study he soon became so proficient that the
superintendent of the circuit, a Hannoverian by the name of
Wyneken, could ordain him, after he had passed his examina-
tion’ (Hannoversche Tagespost, April 16, 1861). Nor is there any
room for the claim of Grosse that Hoffmann ‘looked for a bet-
ter congregation.” His temporary absence from Addison is ac-
counted for by his trip to Michigan and by his missionary
activities in the territory assigned to him by the Michigan
Synod in Northeastern Illinois, covering the counties of Du
Page, Cook, and Will, in Illinois, and Lake County, Indiana,
an area of about 4,000 square miles. . . . In 1844, on February
22, in Crown Point, Ind., Hoffmann married a young lady of
English antecedents, Miss Cynthia Gilbert, who had been born
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May 18, 1825, in Columbiana Co., Ohio, where C. A. T. Selle
held a pastorate in 1844-45."*

In 1842 a tract of land comprising forty-eight acres was pur-
chased for $200, and upon it was erected the first church. No
official records having been kept prior to 1844, the exact date
of the formal dedication cannot be definitely established, but
it is believed to have taken place on a Sunday in November,
1842. Its official name was “Die deutsche vereinigt reformirt
lutherische Gemeinde zu Addison, Du Page County, Illinois”
(“The German United Reformed Lutheran Congregation at
Addison, etc.”). A paragraph of its constitution contained this
broad and liberal statement: “The faith and the confession of
the teacher and the hearer shall never be taken into considera-
tion in this congregation.” The author of this document was
a surveyor, Dunlop by name. In later years Dr. Martin
Luther’s Small Catechism, introduced by Pastor Hoffmann, was
used for instruction in Christian doctrine.

In the fall of 1842 a German man, well reputed and gen-
erally known in Chicago, suddenly died. His family at once
dispatched some of its members to Duncklees Grove in an en-
deavor to secure Pastor Hoffmann to conduct the service of
interment. The road through the woods proved impassable,
and plans to bring Pastor Hoffmann to Chicago for the funeral
had to be abandoned. Meanwhile a colporteur, found in the
city, was engaged to speak at the service. Many of the Germans
of Chicago attended the rites. Most of these were sorely disap-
pointed with the appearance and message of the man who had
been pressed into service. This situation tended to heighten
the desire for an organized church and a full-time pastor who
would uphold the faith and language of the Prussian State
Church.

Pastor Hoffmann remained with the United Reformed Lu-

theran Church of Duncklees Grove until 1847, when he ac-
®Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly
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cepted a call to the near-by German settlement of Sarah’s
Grove (Schaumburg). Thereupon three candidates presented
themselves for the vacant place, and each preached a trial ser-
mon. One, F. W. Poeschke, a converted Jew, selected for his
theme “The Jewish Laws Regarding the Ten Commandments.”
When he had come to “fourteenthly,” only three people re-
mained in the church. When neighbors inquired as to what
had kept them so long at church, they replied: “Why, we are
getting home early. The preacher has more than a hundred
commandments to explain; we left at the fourteenth; the last
will come at about four o’clock tomorrow morning.” Of
course, this candidate completely annihilated his chance of
being called as Hoffmann'’s successor. Candidate Ernst August
Brauer, who had the assurance of the Consistory in Hanover,
Germany, that upon his return from America he could enter
the State Church at Hanover, was ordained and installed at
Duncklees Grove December 15, 1847. He accepted the pas-
torate on the condition that the congregation should become
thoroughly Lutheran. It was determined upon; but then
came bitter opposition from the rationalistic party, which
in February, 1848, separated from the “mother” congregation
and built a church of their own a short distance from the
first one.

The way having been prepared for a sounder type of Lu-
theranism, Pastor Brauer experienced on the one hand the joy
of seeing a change in the congregation’s name to that of
“Evangelical Lutheran” and, on the other hand, the sorrow of
witnessing a defection. Within the next two years, however,
it became increasingly apparent that the defection did not
have the expected damaging effect upon the “mother” church;
in fact, the increase in membership necessitated enlargement
of the church building, in 1850, and on October 8, 1851, the
parish was divided into four parts: North, South, East, and
West.
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During the following thirty-five years special school dis-
tricts were established in various centers of the large parish.
The eastern district was organized on May 2, 1852; the south-
ern, at “Franzosenbusch”—approximately nine miles south of
Duncklees Grove—now known as Proviso, October, 18y2; the
northern, November 4, 1855; another portion of the southern,
about one mile southeast of Lombard—at a place called York
Center, 1860; the Elmhurst district, March 8, 1879; the Town
Bloomingdale district, July 25, 1880; and the Itasca district,
July 29, 1885. The “home district” had been established on
January 14, 1849. In the latter, the following served as teach-
ers: H. Bartling, G. Seitz, Miss Regina Rotermund, A. Albers,
J. Brackmann, Adolph Gruhl, Karl Koebel, W. Kammann,
Christian Greve, Miss Liesette Leeseberg, Miss Bertha Heide-
mann, Miss Amalia Brauer, Edmund Brust, and G. Ritzmann.

The following served in the eastern district:* F. Griese, H.
Riebling, W. Kohlmann, G. Seitz, W. Fuerstenau, Frederick
Polzin, A. Daake, H. D. Cluever, C. A. Louis Wuellner, and C.
Theo. Diesner.

School activities in the northern district were begun in a
private home. A certain Mr. Gehring, who “happened to be
staying with Pastor Brauer,” was engaged to teach; he left in
May, 1857, and joined a “sectarian church.” Other teachers
were Fred Gehrke, Henry Gehrke, R. Vogel (he died of the
cholera in 1866), A. Albers, A. Ehmann, E. F. Rosen, Adolph
Kastner, Eugene Schulz, Martin Eggerding, and Walter G.
Gerth.

In March, 1856, the congregation, now known as Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Congregation, was received into mem-
bership with the Missouri Synod, which had been organized
in 1844, in Chicago.

In March, 1857, Pastor Brauer accepted a call to Pittsburgh,’

Pa. His place at Duncklees Grove was taken by the Rev. A. G.
* This district was closed from September, 1860, to April, 1861.
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G. Francke, called from Cook’s Store, Lafayette County, Mo.
He was installed as pastor of Zion Congregation on August
28, 1857. That year also marked the beginning of extensive
mission activities in the surrounding territory, including the
following communities: Proviso, York Center, Elmhurst,
Itasca, Bloomingdale, Bensenville, and Elk Grove. In January,
1878, the Rev. Traugott John Grosse, professor at the Teach-
ers’ Seminary at Addison, a short distance west of Duncklees
Grove, was called as assistant pastor of Zion Congregation,
and, upon the death of Pastor Francke at the age of 58 years,
January g, 1879, Pastor Grosse was installed as permanent pas-
tor on May 11, 1879. The Rev. Prof. J. C. W. Lindemann,
first director of the Teachers’ Seminary, died at the age of g2
on January 15, 1879. Addressing himself to the students, the
Rev. Henry Wunder of Chicago, in the course of a memorial
address on January 20 in the institution, said: “Here below
you can no longer thank your instructor for what he has done
for you; so, then, follow his footprints: become humble students
of the Word, fervent in the faith, zealous in godliness, faith-
ful in your profession.”

During the winter of 1888-1889 services were conducted
every other week in near-by Bensenville; but pecause of poor
attendance they were soon discontinued.

In 1892 the members residing in the Elmhurst school dis-
trict were granted permission to withdraw from Zion and to
organize their own congregation; it was named Immanuel.

Beginning in June, 1892, afternoon worship services were
held on alternate Sundays in the chapel of the Teachers’ Sem-
inary for the students and for other Lutherans living in the
vicinity of that institution. Beginning the first Sunday in
November of the same year, forenoon services were held there,
with Professors C. August T. Selle, E. A. William Krauss,
John Theodore Brohm, and Frederick Koenig serving accord-
ing to a prearranged schedule. On September 8, 1893, Prof.
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Frederick Lindemann was called by Zion Congregation to
serve as assistant pastor.

In January, 1895, the Duncklees Grove congregation was re-
incorporated under the name “German Evangelical Lutheran
Zion Congregation of Addison, Du Page Co., Ill.” By that
time the “claim wars” of the early pioneer days probably had
been completely forgotten; but another kind of problem had
arisen: horse thieves—how to handle them? These disturbers
of the peace took advantage of the opportunity to ply a
profitable “trade”—particularly, it seems, while the Duncklees
Grovers were attending worship services or meetings and their
patient horses were tied to the hitching posts outside. So, the
congregation hired a special watchman and paid him for his
services—fifty cents for daytime watching and one dollar for
nighttime.

In April, 1go7, the western and Bloomingdale Township
school districts were released to Saint Paul’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Congregation in Addison. At the same time a pastor was
called to conduct services and teach school in the Itasca school
district. With eleven members released from Zion, Saint
Luke’s Congregation was organized in the village of Itasca in
19o%7. Prof. Frederick Lindemann died Dec. 13, 1907.

Pastor Grosse died February 14, 1919. His successor, the
Rev. Oscar H. Weinrich of Janesville, Calif., was installed
June 15, 1919.

A severe hailstorm in 1927 destroyed all the windows of the
church building. In January, 1929, the congregation decided
to content itself with only eight acres of the original property
purchased in 1842. Forty acres were sold to Harvey Branigar of
Chicago. Three of the retained acres on the east end com-
prise the cemetery, while on the other five acres are the
church, the parsonage, and the janitor’s dwelling.

During the ten-year period 1927-1937 English and German
services were repeatedly shuffled; a regular schedule of three
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English and four German services was maintained after that
time, with an additional English service combined with Com-
munion on the fifth Sunday of certain months.

On August 19, 1937, the church was struck by lightning, and
after burning for three hours the fire was extinguished, but in
its wake was a mass of wreck and ruin.

On April 20, 1945, Pastor Weinrich died. His successor in
the Zion pastorate, the Rev. Erwin H. Heidorn of Hoxie, Kans.,
was installed September 2, 1945.

Many of the congregation’s children now attend the cen-
tral school in Itasca, maintained by Zion of Duncklees Grove
(now called Churchville) and Saint Luke’s of Itasca. The
teachers: Gerhard Elbert, Mrs. W, Danker, Miss Edna Bonitz.
Recently a new school was established by Zion—the first one
on the original church property—taught by Alfred C. Abel.

A large number of Lutheran pastors and teachers could
point to Duncklees Grove and say: “That’s where I was born.”
The names of some of them are listed below.*

Among those who died while studying at the Teachers’
Seminary at Addison were August Mesenbrink (March 7%,
1869), Ernest Bartling (May g, 1881), and Edward Hoppen-
staedt {October 11, 1887).19

2. Chicago, First Saint Paul’s

Returning from Duncklees Grove by way of the Indian
Trail (Lake Street), the Lutheran Trail at once proceeds to
what is now known as Chicago’s near North Side. Prior to the
year 1846, seemingly, there was no evidence of Lutheranism

anywhere in the “Garden City.” ,

®Pastors: William Bartling, Augustus Reinke, F. Wesemann, Henry Norden, Fred
Lindemann, George Rosenwinkel, W. Burmeister, H. L. Pflug, J. Johl,
Adolph Bartling, William Koepchen, and W. Baeder. Karl Selle, a stu-
dent at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Mo., died on March 12, 1885,

Teachers: George Bartling, Ernest Selle, Louis Selle. Henry Brauer, Carl Appel,
William Leeseberg, Louis Rittmueller, William Pflug, Herman Weiss,
Clem. Kambeiss, Alfred Johnson, Hermann Maudanz, Albert Rossmann,
and Henry Grosse.
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Standing at the portal of that eventful and memorable
year, outstanding events in Chicago’s history during the pre-
vious record must be reviewed.

In 1836 several members of the German Evangelical Asso-
ciation had emigrated from Warren, Pa., to this then remote
and insignificant village at the Lake. In the spring of 1837 a
number of families from the same place had followed, settling
in what is now the village of Northfield, others in Naperville,
and a few of them in McHenry County. In the summer of
1840 the first society of that Association had been organized
in Chicago by the Rev. Isaac Huffert. Three years later Chi-
cago had been selected as a center of mission activity under
the direction of the Rev. Frederick Wahl. A lot on the north-
east corner of Wabash Avenue and Monroe Street had been
donated by the old Canal Company, and upon it a church,
32x38 feet, had been erected. This, then, was the first Ger-
man Evangelical church in Chicago.

In the year 1840 the Rev. Frederick C. D. Wyneken of Fort
Wayne, Ind., started out on horseback to investigate mission
possibilities in the Chicago area. Because of inclement weath-
er he could not go beyond Elkhart, Ind., where he then
spent some time doing mission work.

One Sunday afternoon, late in 1843, during a heavy bliz-
zard, nine men and several women met by arrangement in a
grocery store at the corner of Franklin and Lake Streets
definitely to attempt the organization of a congregation. As
was the custom in Germany, these men organized themselves
into a church council and appointed a “ways and means com-
mittee” of five men to select and obtain a building lot; and they
decided upon the name Saint Paul for the new congregation.
The names of the founders are on record: George Schaiver,
Karl Teschner, John Pfund, Charles Stein, B. A. Beyer, H. H.
Rantze, Arnold Kroeger, William Frank, and Jacob Letz.
Pfund was a baker, and Letz a shoemaker.
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In that year the “city fathers” decreed that the farming citi-
zens (“Ackerbuerger”) must not permit their pigs to roam
about in the streets and lanes of the city.

Before the end of the year 1843 the little German congre-
gation received as a gift from William Butler Ogden—“the
city’s richest man”"—and Walter L. Newberry a spacious piece
of property on the southwest corner of Ohio Street and La
Salle Avenue, in an area which at the time was largely swamp-
land, dotted here and there with small groves of trees; the
nearest building, a small frame house, stood at the corner of
Ohio and Clark Streets. The small and unpretentious church
building, 20x60 feet, was completed in February, 1844. The
men of the congregation had carried the lumber on their
shoulders to the building site all the way from the Jackson
Street Bridge, about a mile south.

During the first year of its existence the congregation did
not have its own pastor. Various unpleasant experiences
with self-styled “clergymen” induced the leaders of Saint Paul’s
Congregation to appoint a special committee for the purpose
of carefully selecting and calling a competent and depend-
able preacher and pastor. “In those primitive times,” says
Solon Justus Buck, “it was not thought to be necessary that
a teacher of religion should be a scholar. . . . However igno-
rant these first preachers may have been, they could be at no
loss to find congregations still more ignorant, so that they
were still capable of instructing someone.” Obviously, such
was not the case here. The little group had had enough of
Catilinarian practices and “ravening wolves in sheep’s cloth-
ing.” Through the mediation of the Rev. J. Fred Winkler, a
Lutheran pastor in Detroit, Mich., to whom the first call had
been extended, but by whom it was declined, presumably for
cogent reasons, the committee extended a call to the Rev.
Christian August Thomas Selle of New Lisbon, Ohio. He
accepted the call on the condition that he “could serve the
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congregation as a Lutheran congregation and in a building
suited for Lutheran worship services” (“ . . . dass er die
Gemeinde als eine lutherische, in einem fuer lutherische
Gottesdienste geeigneten Gebaeude bedienen koenne”).

After a long trip, partly by wagon and partly by boat, from
New Lisbon, Columbiana County, Ohio, by way of Detroit,
the Strait of Mackinac, and Milwaukee, Wis., the new pastor
arrived in Chicago on Easter Day, April 18, 1846, and on the
following day, also a church holiday, he preached his first
sermon here (in German) on the topic: “Christ is Risen In-
deed.” Within the next few days the first Lutheran parochial
or day school in Chicago was opened with twenty-six pupils,
a Lutheran constitution was unanimously adopted, and Pastor
Selle was, upon his request, recognized as a Lutheran pastor and
preacher. About two years later, April g, 1848, this constitu-
tion was repudiated and rejected by an overwhelming major-
ity of the members, and one with “Reformed” tendencies was
substituted. Pastor Selle and only four of his members, R.
Ohm, C. Michel, C. Bluess, and W. Brockschmidt, although
in a veritable sea of troubles, declared their adherence to the
Lutheran constitution. After the meeting these four men ap-
peared in Pastor Selle’s home to assure him of their deter-
mination to assist in the continuation of the Lutheran con-
gregation, even though its membership might never be in-
creased.

At that time, the city limits extended from the Lake to Wood
Street, and from North Avenue to 22nd Street, now Cermak
Road. “The years from 1833 to 1848 had been, in every
sense, elemental.” During the latter part of that period the
war with Mexico was in progress, and between seven and
eight hundred men of Chicago had volunteered to help ter-
minate that conflict. Chicago was at the dawn of a new com-
mercial and political and industrial era. The great new
region west of the Appalachian Mountains was on the march,
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and Chicago was becoming its dynamic expression. In an-
other respect the 1840’s may be regarded as an age “charac-
teristic for its ‘dollar magazines, shilling theaters, shilling con-
certs, penny papers, beggarly office seekers, rascally politicians,
unprincipled bankers, cut-throat financiers, doubtful saints,
miserable Wall Street editors, and fine women.”” But what
about that remnant of Saint Paul’s Congregation, which on
April g, 1848, was like a ship tossed to and fro on the sea of
life? Cognizant of the fact that the majority group by with-
drawing had established a new and non-Lutheran congrega-
tion, the minority group, abiding by the Lutheran constitu-
tion and considering itself the true continuation of Saint
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation, henceforth called
itself “First Saint Paul’s.” On the next day, Sunday, April 10
(Judica Sunday), the entire confirmation class, composed of
sixteen members, appeared for instruction at Pastor Selle’s
home. All declared their intention of vowing loyalty to the
Lord as Lutherans on the following Sunday, even though it
would be necessary to be confirmed in a nook (“Winkel”).
Contrary to all expectation, in the course of the first week
after the separation had taken place, eight of the former
voting members returned to join the minority group. The
confirmation took place, not in a “nook,” but in the County
Court House, at the southeast corner of Clark and Randolph
Streets, and 250 persons attended.

In connection with the “Chicago Charter Jubilee,” a bronze
plaque, authenticated by the Chicago Historical Society, was
placed on the wall of the building now standing on the site
of the original Lutheran church.

Desirous of erecting a church of its own, First Saint Paul’s
Congregation purchased a piece of property on Indiana Ave-
nue (now Grand), between Wells and Franklin Streets, at a
cost of $600. On February 8, 1849, the following resolution was
passed: “Dass der Kirchenrath beauftragt sei, mit dem Bau-
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meister einen Kontrakt abzuschliessen ueber den Bau einer
Kirche (34x55 Fuss) mit einem Turm, der Arbeitslohn die
Summe von $260 nicht uebersteigend.” (“That the church coun-
cil be instructed to make a contract with the architect for the
erection of a church building, g34x55 feet, with a steeple, the
cost of labor not to exceed the sum of $260.”

In March, 1849, the Chicago River was the scene of a disas-
trous flood.

At the third annual convention* of the German Evangelical
Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, popularly
known as the Missouri Synod, which had been organized in
Saint Paul’s Church at Ohio Street and La Salle Avenue (now
forfeited to the aforementioned majority group), First Saint
‘Paul’s Congregation was accepted into membership. One
month later, July 15, 1849, its church was dedicated. By 1851
the congregation had a membership of fifty voters, and the
enrollment in the day school, conducted from the beginning
by the pastor, was 49. The time, therefore, had come to give
serious consideration to the calling of a teacher in order
somewhat to alleviate the pastor’s growing burden. A young
man, who had expressed the desire to enter the teaching pro-
fession, was at first engaged as an assistant instructor. Should
he prove his teaching ability, he was to be called permanently.
In the preliminary dealings, however, it became apparent that
the young man under observation was an obstinate and
arrogant individual (“ein eigensinniger und hoffaertiger
Mensch”). Among other things, he declared that an annual
salary of $100 would be insufficient; he wanted $104; also he
refused to “fire up” for the school, because he insisted that he
was no “Feuerjunge” (fire boy). Later he dropped these
*ridiculous” demands; but the congregation did not call him,
not even as assistant.

This happened at the time when the streets of Chicage
®June 6-16, 1849, in Fort Wayne, Ind.
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were being planked and, for the first time, the city was lighted
by gas. '

In February, 1851, Pastor Selle received a call to Crete, Ill.
Among the reasons advanced for accepting the call, Pastor
Selle gave the following as “probably the principal one: “Dass
ich meine Hausmiete nicht mehr erschwingen konnte, ohne
Schulden zu machen, zu deren Abtragung ich keine Aussicht
hatte, waehrend ich freilich zugleich hoffte, des Herrn Werk
in Chicago werde um so herrlicher voranschreiten unter
einem andern treuen Pastor, auf dessen Namen nicht in den
Augen des allgemeinen Publikums das Odium bestandener
heftiger Kaempfe lastete. Vor der Trennung war, meine ich,
mein Jahresgehalt $300 gewesen; die drei Jahre nach derselben
nie ueber $130. Davon forderte die Miete $50, die Feuerung
$50, und der Rest ging auf Milch, und Wasser, das beim Fass
gekauft werden musste.” (“I could no longer raise enough
money for my house rent without going into debt, for the
settlement of which there was no prospect; while, at the same
time, of course, I hoped that the Lord’s work in Chicago
would progress more gloriously under the guidance of another
faithful pastor, upon whose name, in the eyes of the general
public, did not rest the odium of furious battles of the kind
to which I had been subjected. Prior to the separation, I
think, my annual salary had been $g00; during the three years
following the separation it was never above $130; of this
amount, rent required $50, fuel $50, and the rest was used
for milk, and water, which had to be purchased by the keg.”)
Bessie Louise Pierce says that in those days water was trans-
ported to consumers by carts, from which householders could
buy a barrel for ten cents.

Of more than passing interest is the following quotation
which concerns Pastor Selle, who was not, as below intimated,
“the founder of the Missouri Synod”: “Persoenlich war an
diesem wuerdigen und gewissenhaften Manne nicht das Min-
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deste auszusetzen. Aber er war ein orthodoxer Lutheraner und
gruendete gegen Wunsch und Willen der Gemeinde, deren
Mitglieder zumeist aus der sogenannten unierten Kirche
hervorgegangen waren, im Jahre 1847 auf einer von 16 Gemeinden
beschickten Konferenz die lutherische Missouri Synode.”” (“So far as
his person was concerned, there was not the least reason for
censuring this worthy and conscientious man. But he was an
orthodox Lutheran, and fourded, contrary to the wish and will
of the congregation, most of whose members had come from
the so-called ‘united’ church, in the year 1847, at a conference to
which sixteen congregations had sent delegates, the Lutheran Mis-
~ souré Synod.” (Italics our own.)

In his biography Pastor Selle states that his congregation
approved of the invitation, but decided not to join the Synod
immediately.

Pastor Selle did not at once follow the call to Crete, I11.; he
accepted it in April, 1851, and went there in September of
that year.

On January 19, 1851, George Henry Fischer was installed as
First Saint Paul’s first day school teacher. Eight months later,
September 21, 1851, the congregation’s second pastor, the Rev.
Henry Wunder of Centerville, near Millstadt, Ill.,, was in-
stalled.

During the decade 1850-1860 the membership grew to such
an extent that the church on Indiana Avenue, erected in 1849,
became too small. A site on the corner of Franklin and Su-
perior Streets was purchased for $5,400, and upon it a church
building was erected. It was dedicated in December, 1864.

Late April, 1859, four cars of the Chicago City Railway,
laden with Chicagoans enthusiastic over the new method of
transportatidn, made the initial trip from Lake to Twelfth
Street.

During the period 1857-1863 a great missionary effort was
made by the “Missouri” Lutherans of Chicago, which resulted
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in the organization of many new congregations throughout
the Middle West—in the States of Indiana, Iowa, Michigan,
and Wisconsin. The vast and comprehensive mission program
was sponsored jointly by First Saint Paul’s and its first “daugh-
ter” congregation, First Immanuel (founded 18g4). In the
course of time the following three young clergymen were
called to serve as assistant pastors for both congregations: Wil-
liam Heinemann, Gotthilf Simon Loeber, and H. F. Fruech-
tenicht. Later, First Saint Paul’s independently called, con-
secutively, as assistant pastors: Traugott John Grosse, who
was ordained and installed before the close of the seminary
term because of the prevailing pressing circumstances (“unter
den obwaltenden noetigenden Umstaenden”); Grosse served as
assistant until First Saint John’s Congregation, another daugh-
ter of First Saint Paul’s, was organized in 186%; then, in 1869,
Candidate Herman W. Querl, who served as assistant until
Saint James (Sankt Jakobi) was organized in 1869; next came
Herman Brauns, and then Herman Sauer. And then occurred
a tragic interruption.

Men said at vespers: “All is well.”

In one wild night the city fell;

Fell shrines of prayer and marts of gain
Before the fiery hurricane.

On threescore spires had sunset shone,
Where ghastly sunrise looked on none.

Men clasped each other’s hands and said:
“The City of the West is dead!”*

At ten o’clock in the forenoon of October g, 1871, the
church, which had been solemnly dedicated less than seven
years before, fell a victim of the flames of the Great Chicago
Fire. The only article saved was the wooden figure of an angel

which used to hang on the wall above the pulpit and which
*First two stanzas of “Chicago,” by John Greenleaf Whittier.



PLATE 1

. ERECTED BY
305 CHARTER

(PLATE 1T following page)



€he Weckly Chicago Bemocrat

18 PUBLIAMES EYERY TUESBAY NORMNG AT

20.107 LAXE-ST., G TICAGO, ILL3
AT THREE PULLARY A VEAR,
Fram which one dultar wih b de ucted wiicn | avioest s
made 1 2,
ADV LITIEL!LHTS

Wl b lasernt reasoualic ternm and atarger and het.

e eaculation ;11 ee Lo them than by an uther paper

n the Suate.
There |9 alse issved from this uffice the.

Dailp Demorrat,

X7 Pive Dullass & year, ar FiRy Cents for one month. 2§

sW SERIEN, VOL.
e — T ——

TOESD\Y, APRIL 39, 1847.

HARBOR ‘AND RIVER CONVENTION.
ADDRESS OF THE CHICAGO
COMMITTEE.

The bigh prices of Treight, takenin connection
with the lose of life and property upon the weat-
ern waters, last sewson, caus:d several puliic
meetings 1o be held in varioas sections of the
cuuntry, for the parpose of devising the best
meuns of remedying these and other evils of
which the great mass of the pevple interested in
commerce, were complaining At all these
meetings, the propriety of bolding & conveation
at some n-u-u-l point, was discussed aud

ing been geno-
s citizeus call-
eda m-u‘ numed the fifth of July as the ep-
, sad chose the undersigned a
eomarittee to araft am address, aciting forth the
objgets of the convention.

The moversiu this maiter, hate been, from
the firdt, like the wadersigned, of cmtirely ditfer-
ent politics, and, so far from thére being even in

pelisiecldongn i

e
Jacnsat £, & totoh Gigethst BF & CoRID ob-
S5, 5o wen of oif parties, and & cemince the
fawple seagy Wére that the improvements de-
#08yere st mow, sover bave been, and eever
should be conmected with **Party Politics'’ in
the ordinary use of that term. Such a connec-
tion would, in the miuds of all interested, have
a very deleterious tendency. It cannot be de-
niec that there is a predisposition among all poli-
ticians to support the measurcs of a chief mag-
istrate of their own purty; and hence we have
seen western representatives, originally sup-
perting barbor and river improvements, and
elected upon express pledges to do so, fiuslly
¥nte 1o suppert & reto of bills providing for thit
purjose and assigning as a reason therefor that
it was their daty a an execu'ive of their
oxn selection, even though it be in expreas op-
position o the wishes and interests of their con-
stituente. ated instances of this kind must
eveutually give this queciion somewhat of & po-
htical cast, which the undersigned and sll who
co-operate with them, would seriously regret.
he construction of erbors upen our north-
ern lukes, as well as upon the Atlantic, with the
improvement of our grest rivers, whose com-
merce is of = mutional character. necessaril
ves 0o questizus of party diflerence.
are matters that niust interest all purties, as they
do all (lusees, slike, and Harbor and River bills
have been supported by the abiest men of buth
the grest political parties which divide this cou
try.  Them subject hue pever entered into any
presidential canvass. since each panty has al

ILLINC'S TROOPS.

To the two Lll:nois Reiments is due the eredit
of winning the vatde of Bucma Viata. Nearly
all the others have bhad their conduct impesched
in one way or an other. Bt net a vaiee has
ever been raised against our own llincis sons.
On that oecasion they houored themselves and

r mors prosperans fimes
than the present, effurts to keep np a paper st
<Jolict buve jroved upsucceseful. lndeed, the
idea of being ablo to suppert » pupier at that town
was about being ahandomed wken the present
proprictors, Messrs Zauixrs, seck Yold of it.—
They were sons of su cld democratic farmer,
Reazon Zarley, Esq., who imparted to his boys
the real fire of the Lint. Ilelersat them i
Iy life that they were no Letter than other people,
snd yet were just as good il tcy ouly conducted
themselves we well.  This made lhrmdcmw(-
He worked hard himgelf end made his boys work,
teo. This mude them boih steady nud industri-
ous. Fresh_from p farm, tiees two young men
teok the |'ress almost cotny letely ruined and they
have placed it on a permanent foundation- They
do their own work, mental and physical, writing
and primting. Thegcen xuse no rectional or Imd
quarrels, but conffe theirlators to tFe advoésey
of democratic y¥incipals and suppdrt of regular
nominecs. We are glad 10 see the young men
of our State coming forward in this way, gaining
popular esteem by their induatry, punctuslity,
economy and virtue. This is practical democe
racy. The rise o these men will not be mete-
oric like some of our limba of the law, nor will
their fall be to. Dut, like the stately ouk, their
root extend so far and so decp, that t.ey
will have a strength commensurate with their
growth and po storm can overturn them.

ROCK ISLAND.
Rocx Istaxp, 1., April 21, 1847,
Editor Chicago Drmocrat:
Drax Sia: Oor returns, for Delegates, sre
mostly in and the following is the result, so fur
as uscertained:

cure

ways tuken it for granted tha: the candidate of
the other was above su-picion upon a mutter of
such pre-emingt importance. The first Cou-
g exs tht cves assembled under the present con-
sitution, mmhny of whose members heiped to

alaw defraying ull ezpenses
d accrue after the fifteenth of Aug-
8 the necessary snpport, maintemance,
of all Ir‘hl-houles, beacons, buoys,
widic piers erected, placed or sunk befose

wnd
the pussage of this act, st the entrance of or

inlet, karlor, or e ports of the
, Jfor renderi, w’ rativn
ooy end ogfe. Gem. Washington signed

hia bill; and bifls fer the costinvamce of such
w succeswively signed oo

vithiu any bay,

drots the »ler Adams, Jeflerson acd Madison
The frat Lake Harbor bill wes sigoed by Mr.
Mosroe.

He pever ruimed the constitutional

any distinction bo-
[ fresk water imaprovements, or bo-
sud demestic commerce. Al at

ths power ls comstruct

ernul  improvement should e

exercieed, General Jucheom sad Mr. Van
s sigwed

inlls for she improvement of
mm and ""'""‘:“.L hlnh-v;.hh the
awount of 0,888, e two sigad
o Gen 12- 1636 contained me less then

' | delegatoe of their respecti

Wuia Dismocmar
J. W. Spencer  Juseph Knmoz
Tilinois City 9 msjority
Edgingon's 30 33
Cansden 45 53
Rock lsland u3 166
Molize 93 17
Hamjton 64 29
Port Byron 35 3
Cordova reported majority 6
Drury’s 5 reportad 7
Totuls 304 24
24
Majority’ 130

There were rbout 750 votes pelled sui of about
1100 There is not, on « fuir trisl, mwre than 30
or 40 whig mujority in this county. The wmiajor-
ity, last full on a full vote, was 39 for Killputrick
for Governor and 28 for James Kunox for Congress.
We are graiificd with the course of Wemtworth
the past winter: and we shall, 50 far as able, en-
deavor to eustain his views.

LUTHERAN SYNOD.

The Germau Evangelical Lutheran Synod of
Iediana, Missouri and adjoining States s i ses-
sion at 8t. Paul's Church, (Ohie street, north
side of the river,) in this city. We learn that
there is quite a number of clergymen and lay-
churches.

& The eleyn..-.. vi
Somived te
drowsed
swim the river near l’hdndclphm.

They had oxhibited in that city during the win-
ter and were [roceeding o the tour to N. York
2ad the castward by way of Camden.

VOICE OF THE PEOFLE.

an addition ss wlll not only prohibit slavery iteslf
but will probibit any legistation which acknowl-
edges its existence in any other State. Every
human beig treading the Illinois soil should be
free except in cases provided for by the United
States luwe. On our own statutes the word slave,
or fugitive from labor, or bound to scrvice shiould
oot sppear.  If other States will have sinves, it
it & quusi endorseraent for us to make laws io fa-
cilitute the eaptere of fugitives.

ax name of the St. Peters:
River, and is composed of two words; mire, wa-
ter, and soLeh, turbid, or whitish turbid, in con-
adistinction from the reddish tinge which mud-
d: stroams generally have. At tha junction of
the St. Peters with the Mississippi, erpecially
in the high waters of the spring, the difference
in the color of the streamn iv quite perceptible ut a
li-tance of four or five hundred y

appears to be u settled principle to give the new
States and Territories the nauiof the princgmb
stream running through theyn, 30 is the case with

Winois, Wisconain, low: d ifissouri, the wo:
ingsofs, (sbeuld g [~

0]
pﬂk(e‘ as the St. Peters is undoubtedly the long-
it mot the largest river in the New “Terri-

Taveor writes, under date of March
cr the buttle of Buena Vista to General
Butler us follows:

1 tnay observe that 1 have becn also named
as a candidate for that high office by a few newn-
paper editors und others, which has been done
without my knowledge, wishes or consent.

This I hive aseared all who have written me
on the subject, aesuring them | had no asjira-
olhev civil office; that my
s, 1 nd were and
had been nlsorbed i cha way as I thought
hest calenlated fo bring this war 1o a speeds and
honaruble close, believing it was for the interest
of both countries the sooner it was done the bet-
ter—at any rate 50 far_us ours was concerned;
and that Presicent-muking should be lost sight
of uutl this wus accomplished

It is suid that other letters had been received
from Gen. Taylor expressing it as his opinion
thut the North is entitled to the next Presidency
and giving a preference to Judge McLean.

DE KALD COUNTY.

De Kalb, April 22, 1847.
ty convention at so late &
not get our proceedings to
voit before election,  We passed resolutions in
favor of the Wilmot Proviro and egiinst a ten
[and coee tox: and alro one approving the
cunrae of Me. Wentworth the part winter.

LEE COUNTY.
April 24th, 1847
Dear Sir: 1senc vou the result of the elec-
tien in Lee county, lll.  The votea canvarsed us
follows: Col. J. De.neat, democrat, 308; W. W
Heaton, whig, 249. Gaeton, abolitionist, 63: J.
V. Eustice, holter of democratic ncminution, 12;
teaving Col. J. Dewent apl ; of 59.

We had our c:
ldﬂ,\- tht we ¢

ix:

DU PAGE CIRCTIT COJRT

On the ¢ iminal docket there were V3 cases,
of which 17 were disposed of, and 6 convicted.

On the common luw docket there were 47 ca-
of which 37 were disposed of, and 10 con-
victed.

In Chancery, there were 21 cases, 13 were
disposed of, and 8 convicted.

In all, 91 cases, disposed of, 67, convicted, 24-

85 We would direct public
concert of vocul asd imstrmem

CityBaloon, to-morrow, (Wednesda:
for the bemefit of the Permanent T

fention to the

< Pl P e
for sgerectype.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 88.

I W. G. Fargo, of Buffalo, has ot o
route from here to Milwaukee ; and ¥, C. Cex
from here to St. Charl and E. 8. Alvo
to Springfield.

‘We hope these contractors will come vy foril
with, as there is now one universal wiwtem
mnil diearrangements thronghout Iilinois.

The Departinent, som- time ago, ordered t}
St Charles mail to leave here on Tuesdsys ar
Friduye. It now leaves on Wednesdays on
and breaks ite whole western connection.

Dr. Tunnes, of the U. B. A., who was att!
battle of Buena Vista, is now at the Bberm:
House, in this city, with his lady.

Scmoot Taxation.—An article on this cubje
in to-day's paper should bo read.

Mr Clay, has been sef wp for nearly 30 yea!
Mr. Culhoua for nearly™25, Gen. Cass tor neas
15, Gea. Bcott for ;bout the” same period. M
Van Buren ever dince *hie was pied in 1840, ¥
Webster ever aince Gen. Juckson's second ele
tion, and Jiudge MiLean cver since 1829.
cguld mention several others who have been
roviden Buj nyl up PR Twow

. The Union says the President will call imm
divtel§ about 6000 more volnuteer 1roopy into,t
service.  They are principally intended to fill
the placgs of voluuteers whuse time of service
lhon.l 1o expi

These troops are intended to streagihea thi
8 of our army, viz —at Santa Fe, the ¢
wy in the direction of the Rio Grande, and ac
uuin of Vers Cruz.

=3

Joun Quiscy Avaus —For more than 60 yer
Mr. Apaus is understood to huve kept a diary
which cvery thing connected with his event
life is presented with careful minutence,
has been stuted, also, that he has written a m
wnoir of his father, but he has found time to cor
plete ouly gle volume, of four or five whi
the plan embrsced.

Mr Celhoun has $een in Congre-. or int
Execilive, from o immemorial, and Sou
Curolina has learueil.t think that the election
any other wan to thé Presidency would be ©
constitationnl  K8athcky thinks the same
Mr. Clay, Maswacliug@its of Mr. Webater, N¢
York fMr. Van Uuren, and other States
other veterans.

Quick Tums—The Exstern meillast evenit
brought Buffaby papers of Saturday the 24th in

Thin makes us feel some nearer that city.

ICE AT MACINAC.

The stearner St. Louis, Capt. Fred Whel
hus retisue | to Detroit after an unsuccesaful t
1o Maciima.  Bhe reports twenty miles of ico
the struite.

The Capt. eleo reports propeilers Clevelar
Oucida, Princeion, Manhattan, and the sch
Windhan end A'vin Clark, tnd one brig, nei
not knows, ot Macinse,

LATEST FROM THE GULF.
Coin. Perry was about leaving with the fle
to capture every Mexican port om ,the Gi
which had not been taken south of Alvarade.
A fine one, called Kacotalpel, possesses a nob
sheltered harbor.

7 Al red to Comn. Perry,
his sending a flag of truce, before Gen. Qu
an and his troops came 1p.

L4 Tho \Cn‘bn., Jabaait . swec
£400, m &

at lhlu(u.

Union, of this city Marsten’s (Rechabite,)
Bund, the Harmon Choir, aud Mr, Kieth have
volunteered their services for the occasion.

Distances paow Vera Caoz 70 Mexico,—

OPENING OF TIE CANAL.
The New York Canal boards bive doskled
open their canals o the first dy of Hey.

TRSMRXT BATTLE.
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AHOOL TAXATION.

Chicago, April 26, 1847,
mx Beroe Dirrcrons or Coox Co., I
et AR ™ upon You that the Schoo! Law
mposed The principal duty ia carryg ont its
isions, rative to taxation for w1e sapport of
on Saweole. it scems to 1 that this com-
iceation 1 appropriately =ddressed to you.—
insportnce of the sulject leads me 1o h
you will at once fulfll the duty of yeur po-
nd having ealled a meeting of the inhuh-
aof you districts respectively as required b
urgs weon them the necess
he sepprt of co.amon schoo

he Legulature at its last ses<ion passed a
s0l law 10 take effect from and after the first
of Maw.)347, which repeals all former acta
1 the epiect.  This act contuing the follow-
sectionarelutive to the nsscasment and col-
on of laves for the support of commun
ols, tc

1

ro 1L On nu- ﬁm Smu—dm of May next,
mnd onthe first arday of May annually,
eaer, the inhbitants, logal voters, (2) of
#chipo distri tin this State, may meet to-
ier atane convenicnt place in the district,
e phado-e of voting for, or sguinst levying
X foragee support of common schools, for
Jimns 38 1004 school houser. or for other
L e, 0T 10 DAY CXIHINE debite nnntrie
f ™ol purposes belore that time, in the
ict ¥ he school director (:3) shall give ten
1 o122 of such mecting, by ‘posting np no-
Vio atisant three public places in the dis-
:metimg forth the time, place an of
1 meen Protided, that if five of wuid in-
tanb ~cquest it, achool directors shull call
Lamecung o be ».omf.. vpon any Suturda
Meiag given an aforenaid.
e Ml The umuhu ate, legal voters, when
as above provided, shull orgauize by
nne nf their number chairman, and
hey shall then determin
iv such manner as they may choose, (4)
, whe her they will tax themsclves for the
‘ose or cither, or any of thein, (5) in sec-
119 specified  If two-thirds of the voters
SaE 001 bo far n taty they shall dete-mine
1gherate to be levied for the current year,
rxceeding fiftecn cents on the one hundred
t purpose o purpoacs (6) au-
sections 109 and 110 hereof, the
cd by tax shall be applied.  The sec-
rvaml keep u irue record of the proceedings
ach meeting, which shall be certified snd
#d b5 the chairman and secretury, and pre-
ed wy waid wecretars, together with the
s o all rexident tax ‘payers of the distri
lo the cistrict surer: procided. thut for
hase. of lat, or building and furni<hing schoo!
i, #he rate of taxation may be any amount,
rinved by vote as uforewaid, not excceding
commron the one hundred dollpre.
he tah section of the sct cre.tes a district
sure , whois 1o be sppointed by the school
ton in the everal districts of the tow nship.
10 ¥us officer that _the proceadings of tive
ting ahove spoken of. are 1o bo certified,—
“n these procecdings are reccived by him,
37ih section of the uct mikes 1t his duty *+t
to the clerk of the Conuty
Court, REFORE THX FIRST DAY
sum w correct alstract of the votes, (8) und
unent of money voted to be raised nt
ting of the inhbitunts, under the provisions
setins 110 and 111" The agency of the
de 1o thix inatter ceases here, no other
erding in required of them.  The issui og the
‘i for the collection of the tax und its col-
on, are duties imposed upon the County
k nd the collector.  After the tax is col-
W, the district treusurer is authorized to de-
d aud receive the amonnt of the collect-

may be necesiary to give & few practical
‘esmonn on the eubject of sections 110 and
s aifticultiee somiclimes eceur in regard to
soustructign of legisltive ucts. Thess sug-
-uﬁ-ldelm-q shall miske as they oc-
w vaging these scctioas, end number them
wiwenient refercu
5. L This meeting may he held upon any
oy r-qne-ml in the m or poinied ont

Aremmsson o . muke Lij
410t eounty ‘clerk, which is betors {he]
ey of Jul
oL Itis uot mecessary that sl the inhabi
+ € the district, logul votern, shonld be pres.
stihe tnceting. If it is catied avconiimg to
javion..am of the 111th section, iber

Hebitauts witending it, great n-:ndl.'-lll‘
1YPIMDion, cous.ituls » lngal meeting.

HURSDAY, APRIL 29.

NOTICE.

A generil meeting of the citizens of C

will be held at the Court [louse, on ba(urdn
evening, May 1st. for the purpose of nomin ting
deleguien to the River and .rbar Convention,
10 be held in this city on July 5

A generl atteudauce is p.uuunul\ reques-
ted.

We see no nece

ity of this meeting at ull.
citizen of lllinois ought to be considered u
member of the conveution, nd every citizen of
the United Statcs an invited guest.

Supposing a select few get toguther on Satur-
day night and appoint noue but members of their
owu circlo or own party as delegutes, do they

(]
2 <

suppose the wiass of the people of Chicago will -

submittoit? No, never!

It hus been with great difficulty that jealonsy
h s thus far been kept down.  But the matter
is well enough now, and will be if a f w men do
not undertuke, on their own reaponnibility, to re-
solve their own particular selves into a mass
meeting.

Isit intended to have this convention in a
school house, a law office, or some other small
room that it becomes necessary to exclude a;
portion of our feilow citizens? We hope 1l
prej=ct will be ahandoned, anJ that every body
be aliowed to uttend ths convention

For the democratic party, we sa
that they have acted thux far in good faith wnd
intend touo so.  They, however, know when
they are well used; and, unless every bod; 1.
lowed to take part in the Couvention, they will
hand it over, with sl its respons %, to that
party which is eternally proving itself more nice
than wise. o
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT.

Brigadier G neral Giorox J. Pirtow. 1o be
M jor Geueral in the army of the United Staten,
in the place of Thomas H. Benton, who declined
to acrept.

Brigudier General Joux A. Quiwas, to be
Mazjor General in the arn
in the place of Willian Cumming, who de-
clined to accept.

Colonel Carzn Cosnixo, to he Brigndier Gen-
eral inthe urmy of the United States, in the
place of Jehn A. Quitman, promoted.

07" Mr. Baptiste Irwin, of Louisville, K.,
was 80 severely w unded by the prematare dis-
charge of a cannon, with which he, with other
citizens, was firing a salute in honor of he glori-
ons victory of Buena Vists, an to cause his death
on the cvening of the next day.

once for al

Alvuuvu, as every one nnnmpmcd. was ta-
ken without firing « gun, und the squadron has
returned to Vers Cruz. - Capt. Mayo _has heen
left as Governor of the town with a sranil foree,
while Capt. Tatnall, in the Spitfire, han gone
farther up the river to look in at the different
towns, '

A great number of cannon and other military
stores were captured at Alvarado, for the e were
nolera than seven forto and batteries on the wa-
tersile. Itis said that Com. Perry brought off
every thing of value.

The two ports reported to have been taken by
our forcea are Tlucotaipan and Cosumoloapen,
above Alvarado. They have fallen without re-
sistance. They are important points, sitnuted
upon fine inlund wauters which haveo their outiot
to the Gulf of Alvarade.

The very lateet report at Vera Cruz was that
Seuta Anna wonld dispute the puseage of our
1roops to Mexico with an army of 20,000 msen.

Tor. Buxtox.—The st Commerciul Bulletin,
published in Booneville, contains the following
important letter from Col. Benton :

Wasntnaron Cirr, March 21, 1847,

Mr. Qgveeuny—Sir: | seo that have
put mp mv name for tne {rasidency, st the hnnd
of vour editorial colnmn: and while I thank vou

fml
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CANAL TRUST
The Trustees of the Canal, in hehn” of tle
Forcign Bond holders, Capt. Swift and Mr.
Leavitt, arrived, lust night, snd will roceed to
Lockport, 10-day.  They cxjress a determina-
tiun 10 complete the work within the vear 1847:
and with thix our people will be satisfied, atd
Cais much they expect.

DELEGATES.
We notice in wwn, the present week, Wm
ure Exq.y of Will, and D. 1L Whitney
» of Buone.

We find both of thess gentlemen opposed to
all incorpor:

nd exclusive privileges what-
over, and for inserting in the constitution a posi-
tive prohitition agaiust muking any dfF rence
between u nan as a banker, a werchant, a doc-
tor, or any thiug else. They would have a
banker bronght before a inagistrate, for his bi b,
in the same way an for hie notex of hand.  And.
if ane banks, they want all to have the privil-ge
wha can so sceure the public that the Governor.

ity in the Treasury of the State,
will put his name on the bills. Thus all the
stockholders can be sued individually at any
time, the same as on their notes of hand, and
then the Gvernor has the security in par stocks,
dollar for dollar, besiges.

We befieve every bunk-mon in this Stato will
oppoue any euch jurt restrictions.

VIRGINIA ELLCTIUN.

Gth District—Returns from Richmond city,
Powhatan and Chesterficld countics, and part of
Hanover county, gives Botts, (whig) 620 major-
ity.—Hc is undoubtedly elected.

“Bth District—Newton, (whig) supposed o be
elected over Willoughby.

9th District—John J. Pendleton, (]
re-elected

BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA.

The numbers of killeu, wounded and
according to Gen. T

Killed. —Commissioned officers, 23; nou-¢ -
missioned officers, musicians, artiticers and pii-
vater, 239;—total 267.

IWounded.—Commissioned offivers, 41; non-
commiasioned, &c.. 415;—total 456.

Missing. —Non-commissioned officers,
sians, et ficers an | privates, 23

Grand totalof killed, wouniad an | missing,
716.

musi-

The number of tronps engaged in the m\n
was: Commisioned officers, 334;
sioned officers, musiciaus, artificers and privater,
1. 425 —totul, 4,730
MOVEMENTS OF THE PEO’LE.

Acopy of the poll baoks of Caledonia pre-
inct, Boone Co., has been forwarded us with
Tite questions
the pollx, as

dxty-three names attatched.
were put und decided viva vocs ut
ioliows;

For the Wiliot Proviso,
Fora te

% 63, nocy 03—
a and coffee tex, ayes <0, nocs GJ.
nrovement of har ) , noes 00.
Keep the bl in motion! There will be a
chance for other precincts to speak in Aug

YrauiLriox axp Caaxricyz Covwries.—{Ve
are gratiiied to learn that TR Webber, Esq.,
hzs succeaded in Champuigne Co.; und regret
very much that Mr. 'avis was beater in Ver-
million, as will all the democrats who know hi.

the two sirongest men in the county, with tacir
liost of friende to oppoau him, and yet he gave
thew a hard ru

LAKE CO. OFFICIA
Dear Su —T'ne following is an abetract of the
votes cast in Lake County for delegutes to the
Convention to amon: tho (,--usmulmn of this
tate, ours Resprctful!

A l"Al l'hllSO\ Ce. CI'k.

e had ull the wealth, talents and poprfarity of [

BY AUTHCRITY.
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tunra K. ok, President.
Presidea’. Jou:
Eepreseuiaines |
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bore the inscription, in German: “Fuerchtet Gott und gebet
ihm die Ehre!” (“Fear God, and give glory to Him.”)

No attempt will be made here to give a detailed description
of this appalling catastrophe. However, a few paragraphs
will not lead to boredom.

“The burning of Moscow, in 1812, caused a loss amounting
to £30,000,000; but the loss at Chicago was in excess of this
amount. The Great Fire of London, in 1666, devastated a
tract of 436 acres and destroyed 18,000 buildings; but that of
Chicago swept over 1,900 acres and burned more than 17,000
buildings.” A. T. Andreas writes: “The following is the state-
ment of the area burned over and of property destroyed, made
by the Chicago Relief and Aid Society, and which is probably
authoritative: “The total area burned over the city, including
streets, was 2,124 acres, or nearly three and one-third square
miles. This area contained about 7§ miles of streets, 18,000
buildings, and the homes of 100,000 people.”” Some of us re-
member the story as it was printed in the Lesebuch fuer Ober-
klassen evangelisch-lutherischer Schulen, in which the author re-
fers to the Great Fire of Chicago as an “unprecedented picture
of the transitoriness of earthly things.” By others it was called
“a grand but awful spectacle”; by still others, an “appalling
calamity.” “A fellow standing on a piano declared that the
fire was the friend of the poor man. He wanted everybody to
help himse]f to the best liquor he could get and continued to
yell until someone as drunk as himself flung a bottle at him
and knocked him off.” J. Pat Maloney, writing in “The Voice
of the People” of the Chicago Tribune, made the following state-
ment concerning the cause of the great conflagration: “The
fire was started by four hobos who were rushing the ‘beer
can’ and sleeping in the hay over the cow barn. One of the
four dropped a lighted match in the hay.” Mr. Maloney says
he got that information from Frank T. Scanlan, who lived two
blocks from Saint Patrick’s Church on Des Plaines Street. He
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was sixteen years old at the time and knew the O’Leary family
well. On State Street was the fine row of five-story marble-

front buildings known as “Booksellers’ Row.” These magnifi-
cent buildings were . . . filled with books and stationery. . . .
An exploration of the ruins failed to discover a single book—
or a sheet or a quire of paper. “The only legible thing found
was a single leaf, badly scorched, of a Bible, and this is said
to have contained that part of the first chapter of Jeremiah,
which opens: ‘How doth the city set solitary that was full of
people, how she became as a widow. She weepeth sore in the
night, and her tears are on her cheeks.”” Robert Collyer tells
this story: “I well remember in our great fire in Chicago a
slender young man who undertook to carry a lady and her
little child in a light buggy out of the burning city. He
was going down Michigan Avenue, the street was crowded to a
jam, and he had to stop and wait for the jam to get loose. All
at once there came along behind him a great fellow driving
a furniture-wagon, who yelled to him, with an oath, to get
out of the way or he would run into him. ‘I cannot stir,’ the
man said quietly, “and this lady is sick and has a little babe
with her not a week old. Now, you must be quiet and stay
where vou are, and we will all come out together very soon.’
Then the brute swore a great oath that he would come down
and pull him out of that and twist the thing out of his way.
He jumped out of his wagon to do it. The young man jumped
too. They were both on the ground at the same instant, but
before the giant had time to strike him or clutch him, the
young man had sent his fist about where the brute’s dinner
would go if he could get any that day, and that brought him
down. But as he was coming down, he caught him with the
other fist right under the chin, and that brought him up.
‘Now,’ he said, ‘you get onto that wagon and do just as I tell
you, or I will give you the greatest licking you ever had since
you were born.” The fellow swore horribly, mounted the
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wagon, and drove down the avenue at the back of the buggy
when the jam gave way. But the best of the story is this, and
I vouch for its truth, that this young man was a minister in
our city, in good standing, a mighty man in preaching and
prayer, as I know, a man who wouldn’t hurt a mouse and in
every way a gentlemen.” Unfortunately, the identity of that
minister is hidden from us.

One year after the conflagration, James T. Fields, in the
course of a lecture, said: “Instead of ruin I found such a
grandeur of restoration and strength of enterprise, such an
overwhelming result of indomitable will, unfailing industry
and courage, that I almost doubted the evidence of my senses
and could scarcely believe that any such conflagration as we
had heard of, read of, had occurred at all.”

Possibly very few people, as they travel by auto on the pres-
ent beautiful Lake Shore Drive, realize that the greatest por-
tion of the “foundation” for the area between the Illinois
Central Railroad tracks and the Lake, which now constitutes
a part of Chicago’s “front yard,” is composed of rocks and
debris hauled out there soon after the Great Fire.

As that exciting decade closed, it was reported that Thomas
Alva Edison had solved the problem of the electric light.

On August 26, 1896, the Rev. John Baumgaertner, Pastor
Wunder’s son-in-law, was called as assistant at First Saint
Paul’s. Following the death of Dr. Wunder* at the age of
eighty-three on December 22, 1913, the assistant was installed
as full-time pastor.

Toward the close of the first decade of the twentieth cen-
tury, the congregation became increasingly aware of the fact
that it could not much longer remain in the neighborhood,
because the entire region was rapidly becoming dotted with

factories of various kinds; also, the elevated raidroad (Rapid

. Pastor Wunder received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., on the occasion of the sixtieth anmiversary of his or-
dination to the ministry, in 1909,



36 The Lutheran Trail

Transit—"L”), erected on the east side of the church edifice,
created intolerable disturbances during the services and meet-
ings. These considerations led to the purchase of the present
building at the northeast corner of Goethe and North La Salle
Streets for $45,000 from a Hebrew congregation. This church
was dedicated on August 28, 1910. Less than eight years later,
on January 19, 1918, Pastor Baumgaertner, First Saint Paul’s

third “regular” pastor, died at the age of forty-four. His suc-
cessor was the Rev. Henry G. W. Kowert, a native of New
Zealand, who, before coming to Chicago, had served congre-
gations in Cordelia, Calif., and in Chicago Heights, Ill. Pas-
tor Kowert came to Saint Paul’s in 1916. He was installed on
September 16, 1917, and served the congregation during Pastor
Baumgaertner’s last illness.

In 1931 the day school, established in 1846, was closed be-
cause there were “too few children to continue.” A Sunday
school had been started in the fall of 1910. In 1937 the Rev.
Louis W. Grother was called as Pastor Kowert’s assistant for
one year and in 1938 as associate pastor. Pastor Kowert died
on August 18, 1944, at the Lutheran Sanatorium, Wheat Ridge,
Colo., and shortly afterward the associate pastor became full-
time pastor. Pastor Grother accepted a call to Kalamazoo,
Mich., and left Chicago soon after Easter, 1949. His successor,
the Rev. James G. Manz, assistant pastor of Grace Congrega-
tion, River Forest, Ill., since January, 1946, was installed at
First Saint Paul’s on October g, 1949.

The following teachers served First Saint Paul’s day school:
George Henry Fischer, Christian Luecke, Charles Laufer,
Christian Schumm, John Nickolaus Haase, G. Koebel, John
Doerfler, Louis C. E. Doering, Arthur H. Eggers, Miss M.
Koplien, and Gustav A. Niethammer.2 Eduard Bartling,
formerly at Bethlehem in Colehour, served for about four
months, 1876-1877. He died February 8, 1874, at the age of 22.





