
PRAISE FOR TEN QUESTIONS TO ASK EVERY 
TIME YOU READ THE BIBLE

We live in a time of soundbites, summaries, and short-form content. While 
there are advantages to this style of communication, it also brings with it weak-
ness. We rarely ask questions about origin, context, or accurate application. “As 
long as this meme makes my point, that’s all that matters,” we say. Andrew Jones 
tactfully teaches readers how to properly engage the Bible so as to rightly be 
acquainted with the words of life. Ten Questions to Ask Every Time You Read 
the Bible is a necessary supplement to your Bible-reading intake.

—Marcus “FLAME” Gray, Grammy-nominated Christian rap artist 
and Concordia Seminary graduate

Andrew offers us something incredibly beautiful and hopeful in his book Ten 
Questions to Ask Every Time You Read the Bible. He guides us with wonderfully 
crafted questions that invite us to go deeper with God’s Word and live out our 
hope in Christ with a renewed spirit. This is a great book for those who are new 
to reading the Bible and even those who have been reading it for years!

—Tanner Olson, author, poet, and speaker

Ten Questions will guide you to read the Bible with confidence. With acces-
sible language and a bit of humor, Pastor Jones moves you through biblical 
passages from the familiar to the unfamiliar (from the Sermon on the Mount 
to Haggai) to hear the voice of the Good Shepherd. With concrete examples, 
sample discussions, and skilled guidance, Ten Questions provides a simple yet 
effective approach that will encourage you to read the Bible more—or begin to 
read the Bible on your own. The short studies at the end of the book on four 
passages are worth reading all on their own. Pastor Jones loves the Scripture, 
loves teaching it, and will help you love reading God’s written Word.

—Jeffrey Kloha, chief curatorial officer, Museum of the Bible



Understanding the Scriptures can be a daunting task. This interactive book is 
a guide for modern-day readers who want to explore the Bible and the God it 
reveals. Andy’s words renewed my love and excitement for the Scriptures, and 
I’m sure you’ll feel the same way too.

—Abi Tesfaye, cofounder of griefs + graces

Jones provides readers with a discipline for reading Holy Scripture in such a 
way that it pierces their heart and carries them into the conversation that the 
Holy Spirit wants to conduct with them through the Bible’s words. Jones puts 
Luther’s plan for reading the biblical text with prayer and meditation—chewing 
on each word, the reformer said—to help God’s people wage battle against Satan, 
the world, and our own desires. The author’s reflections and concrete exam-
ples of how to use his questions help build the readers’ excitement as Scripture 
engages their own experiences of daily life. A most helpful aid to those begin-
ning their journey through Scripture as well as for veteran readers.

—Robert Kolb, professor of systematic theology emeritus, Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis

Whether your Bible is worn in or just being opened for the first time, making 
sense of it on your own can be intimidating. Andy’s heart has always been that 
each person could confidently read the Bible. This book brilliantly offers key, 
direct questions to experience the life, complexity, and beauty held in God’s 
Word with the integrity and humanity that the text demands. In asking these 
ten questions of the Scriptures and of ourselves, we’ll never run out of depth in 
answering the question “Who are You, Lord?” The grace of Christ abundantly 
awaits us in the answer.

—Shelly Schwalm, university ministry associate at Concordia 
University, St. Paul



God has given my dear friend Pastor Andy the gift of taking the rich complex-
ity of God’s Word and making it accessible and meaningful. I’ve read many books 
centered on God’s Word written for specific times, places, and communities, but 
this isn’t one of those books. I genuinely believe Andy’s book can help people 
across cultures and in various seasons of life discover in the Scriptures the living 
and saving Word, Christ, and deepen their relationship with Him.

—Rev. Dawit Bokre, senior pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
and director of mission at LINC Bay Area

When I teach preaching to seminary students, I repeatedly stress they should 
not assume their listeners have an in-depth knowledge of the Bible or understand 
theological terms. Andrew Jones helps us meet that challenge. Ten Questions 
is not just a book about the Bible but is also a book that takes you directly into 
the Bible. Used individually or in group studies, Ten Questions will increase bibli-
cal literacy, and that’s guaranteed by God to increase the sanctified flourishing 
of your congregation!

—Dale A. Meyer, president emeritus, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
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INTRODUCTION:
ASKING QUESTIONS

Why do people ask so many questions? If you have ever spent time 
with a toddler, you have probably been besieged with questions. 
Children often have an insatiable curiosity. They want to know more 
about the world. They want to know more about other people and 
places. They want to know more about themselves. They want to 
search, discover, and learn. So, they ask questions. We would do well 
to keep up our childlike curiosity throughout life.

Asking questions is fundamental to being human. We are curious 
people. We cannot go a single day without asking questions. Questions 
are a part of the fabric of our existence. Questions are a part of every 
culture, every age, every language. We ask questions because they 
move us toward discovery. They bring clarity and understanding. 
Questions help us make sense of our world.

This is a book of questions. These are questions specifically for when 
we read the Bible, also known as the Scriptures.

WHAT IS THE BIBLE?
Breathed out by God (2 Timothy 3:16), the Bible is a library, a 

collection of sixty-six books written by dozens of authors over nearly 
three thousand years. The Bible contains various genres of literature, 
including history, poetry, wisdom, prophecies, census data, biogra-
phies, and letters.

10
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INTRODUCTION: ASKING QUESTIONS

People have varying views on how the Bible should be used. Some 
people view the Bible as an artifact that can be used like a history 
book. It can teach us the perspectives of people and cultures long ago. 
Some people view the Bible as a reference book that can be used like 
an encyclopedia. It can be used to provide answers to our questions.

However, these views are incomplete. They miss out on the reality 
that these sacred writings are more than a useful human collection of 
literature. They are the very Word of God.1 The Bible should be used, 
then, to understand who God is.

These Sacred Scriptures are a treasure that tells us the grand narra-
tive of God’s grace, love, and mercy in Jesus. God reveals who He is 
through these Scriptures. As we read, listen, and meditate upon the 
Scriptures, God continually reveals Himself to us. May we read the 
Bible again and again, getting to know our God better and better.

Yet, when someone tells you a story, no matter how good it is, asking 
questions is always a helpful exercise. Questions help reinforce the 
story, bringing depth and breadth to our understanding. Questions 
can aid us in retention and memory. Questions help us to meditate 
upon God’s Word.

Meditation on God’s Word is one of the fundamental realities of 
the Christian life (along with prayer and the assaults of the devil) 
that Martin Luther highlights, drawing from Psalm 119.2 As we read 
the Bible, ask questions, and meditate upon God’s Word, we discover 
more and more of who God is.

1 For a more in-depth discussion on the Bible, how it came to exist, how we should view it, and why we 
can trust it, I recommend A. Trevor Sutton’s book Why Should I Trust the Bible?

2 Luther uses the Latin phrases oratio (prayer), meditatio (meditation on the Scriptures), and tenta-
tio (temptation). See Luther’s Works, American Edition, 34:285.
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WHY SHOULD I READ THE BIBLE?
As I noted above, the Bible is God’s Word, a precious gift that reveals 

who He is to His people. We read the Bible because these Sacred 
Scriptures help us understand who our God is, how much He loves 
us, and what He has done to save us.

Have you ever received a gift but then never used it? Sometimes we 
receive gifts that are of little concern to us and end up at the bottom 
of a drawer or back of a cupboard—a T-shirt that is too big for you, 
a scarf that is not your style, a coffee mug that you just forgot about. 
The stakes are not high with such gifts.

What about if the stakes were higher? Imagine receiving your favor-
ite famous painting as a gift. You would want to display that in the 
most prominent place in your home, right? But what if you were so 
afraid that it would get damaged that you did not display it but rather 
put it in a closet so that no one, not even yourself, could enjoy this 
beautiful painting.

Or imagine receiving a bottle of vintage wine as a gift, but only ever 
displaying it and never drinking it. Having access to such a gift but 
never using it for its intended purpose is truly a waste.

The Bible is a gift, given to us so that we can get to know God better. 
As the apostle Paul writes, the Scriptures were given to us “for teach-
ing, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 
Timothy 3:16). Just like a painting is made to be looked at and wine 
is made to be drunk, the Bible is meant to be experienced through 
reading or listening.

Still, many people’s experience of reading or listening to the Bible 
is one of feeling bewildered. The Bible is perhaps a gift that you have 
opened, but it produced more confusion than understanding about 
who God is.
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INTRODUCTION: ASKING QUESTIONS

In one book of the Bible called Acts, a man named Philip encounters 
an Ethiopian eunuch who is reading from the scroll of Isaiah (another 
book of the Bible). Philip asks, “Do you understand what you are read-
ing?” The eunuch replies with his own question, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” (Acts 8:30–31). Sometimes that is how we feel 
reading the Bible. How in the world can we understand all this with-
out a library of resources such as commentaries, Bible dictionaries, 
and study Bibles?

SO . . . WHY SHOULD I READ THIS BOOK?
The goal of this book is to encourage people to read the Bible and to 

help people improve confidence and biblical fluency by asking simple 
questions.

This book hopes to be one guide to help you in your journey of 
getting to know who God is as you read the Bible. These questions can 
be used in your personal devotional life. They can be used in a Bible 
study setting with others. They can be used to help prepare sermons.

This book is not meant to be the only guide you ever use. You should 
seek out other guides, particularly a local pastor who can walk with you 
in helping to answer the lingering questions this book does not address.

When you are seeking to get to know someone, one of the best ways 
to do so is by asking questions. Whether you are on a date, catching 
up with an old friend, or trying to get to know your neighbors better, 
you will naturally ask questions. If we want to get to know God better, 
one way to do that is to ask questions of Him and His precious gift 
of the Bible.

The questions we will cover in this book are not comprehensive. 
Hundreds more questions can be asked as we seek to know who God 
is. Also, the answers provided are not the only possible answers. You 
may answer differently. You may find others who answer differently. 
That is not a cause for concern.
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WHY THESE TEN QUESTIONS?
The ten questions in this book were chosen for two reasons. First, 

as the goal is to help build confidence in biblical readers, these ques-
tions do not require many resources for finding the answers. These 
ten questions can be answered by looking within the Bible itself or 
occasionally through an internet search. You will want to have these 
two resources close at hand as you read through the book. These two 
resources may lead you down rabbit holes of curiosity and discovery. 
That is encouraged.

Second, these ten questions can be applied across the various genres 
of biblical literature. While there is not always an answer to each ques-
tion for every single biblical text, these ten questions have yielded 
good fruit for me in getting to know who God has revealed Himself 
to be in His Word.

The ten questions are divided into three groups.
Questions 1–4 are about the biblical text itself—the verse or chap-

ter or section you are reading at the moment. We will look at who 
God reveals Himself to be in the Bible by conquering the enemies that 
face us and Him.

Questions 5–7 are about the context of the biblical passage you are 
reading. Whether you come across a single verse on a bumper sticker 
or in an Instagram post or read a selection in church or Bible study, 
it’s important to note what comes before and after the passage you 
are reading as well as geographical considerations.

Questions 8–10 involve helping us try to connect our Bible reading 
to our lived experiences. We do not ask these questions to prove the 
Bible’s relevance for our lives in today’s world. Instead, we ask these 
questions to assist in the practice of improving understanding and 
fluency by connecting the biblical text to our emotions and memories.
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Each question is divided into three main sections. In the first section, 
we look at why that chapter’s question is important and how it contrib-
utes to building our biblical fluency. In the second section, we ask that 
chapter’s question of a few biblical texts. The third section concludes 
with some biblical texts for you to use with that chapter’s question.

In the final section of the book, we put everything together. Using 
four example texts from the Bible, you will have space to answer all 
ten questions on your own. We will then look to my answers to the ten 
questions. I hope this format will prove helpful to you in modeling the 
process of discovery and curiosity that comes with reading the Bible.

The most important question in this book is Question 4: “Who are 
You, Lord?” Our goal in reading the Bible is to answer that question 
with as much depth, breadth, and accuracy as possible. All of the 
other questions are asked in order to aid in our answering of this most 
important question.

One thing to remember regarding this book, the Bible, and life in 
general is that sometimes the answer to a question is “I don’t know.” 
That is perfectly okay. It is better to be honest with an “I don’t know” 
than to invent answers out of thin air. Sometimes the answers are hard 
to find. Sometimes God has not revealed an answer. But remember, 
even when we are unable to answer a question and have no idea what 
is happening in a biblical text, God’s Word still does its work. God’s 
Word never returns empty. God’s Word not only reveals who He is, 
it also transforms us. Even when we walk away confused and bewil-
dered, God’s Word still does its work.

God shares this encouraging word in Isaiah 55:10–11: “For as the 
rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there 
but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes out 
from My mouth; it shall not return to Me empty, but it shall accom-
plish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which 
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I sent it.” Even when we do not understand, God’s Word is at work, 
shaping us, preparing us, transforming us.

Whether this is your first time reading any portion of the Bible or 
you have read it cover to cover a hundred times, this book and these 
questions will help build your confidence while reading the Bible and 
help you get to better know who God is.



QUESTION 1

WHO  
IS THE ENEMY?
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WHY IS THIS QUESTION IMPORTANT?
If a baby is crying, you will naturally seek to identify the problem 

causing the crying. Perhaps the baby has a dirty diaper. Perhaps he 
or she is hungry, tired, or has a fever. Perhaps the baby wants to be 
picked up or laid down. Perhaps the problem will remain a mystery. 
Whatever the case, you will seek to identify the problem.

You check the baby’s diaper, feel the baby’s forehead, think back to 
the last time he or she ate or slept. Pick the baby up. Put the baby down. 
Pick the baby up again. In so doing, you are identifying the problem so 
that you can offer a possible solution. You are identifying the enemy 
so that you can conquer it. Checking for a dirty diaper is like identi-
fying the enemy in the Bible. As we identify the problem, the conflict, 
or the enemy, we see how that problem is solved, how that conflict is 
resolved, and how that enemy is defeated.

It perhaps sounds strange to begin the task of getting to know who 
God is by asking about enemies. We start here because if we misiden-
tify the enemy, we could fail to understand why God acts and speaks 
as He does in the Bible. So much of God’s character is revealed in 
how He deals with the enemies that oppose Him and the enemies 
that oppose us.

Identifying the enemy in a biblical text is important because then we 
can see where God is at work in what we are reading. We will look more 
specifically at how God conquers these enemies with the next question.

In short, the reason the question “Who is the enemy?” is import-
ant is because it centers us in reality: There are enemies that oppose 
God. There are enemies that oppose us.

In Genesis 3, we see the first enemy take the stage: Satan. Satan 
comes for God’s people. God has placed Adam and Eve in the Garden 
of Eden to tend and care for it and all the animals that dwell there. In 
Genesis 3, Satan shows us who he is. Satan is opposed to God’s desires, 
God’s instructions, and God’s character. As Satan appears to Eve, he 
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begins with a question, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any 
tree in the garden’?” (Genesis 3:1). This question is deeply deceptive. 
Satan knows full well what God actually said. Yet he comes at Eve side-
ways, casting suspicion on God and His instructions. Eve answers Satan 
fairly well.3 God has given the fruit of the trees for eating, but there is 
one tree from which He instructed them not to eat. If they do eat from 
it, they will die. Now that Eve has arrived at God’s instruction, Satan 
casts more doubt upon God’s words, telling Eve, “You will not surely 
die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:4–5).

Satan deceives and tempts Eve with a lie couched in truth. She will 
be like God insofar as she will know good and evil (as God does) once 
she eats of the fruit of that forbidden tree. However, what Satan does 
not reveal is the consequence of disobeying God’s instruction: Eve will 
cease to be like God in other ways once she has eaten this fruit. She 
will get the knowledge of good and evil, but she will trade away holi-
ness, perfection, righteousness, and even proximity to God. Once she 
and Adam eat the fruit, they will be banished from the Garden of Eden. 
Furthermore, Satan’s line, “You will not surely die” (Genesis 3:4), is 
both true and false. Eve will not die immediately, but Eve will die even-
tually as a result of this disobedience, this sin.

The first enemy, Satan, leads to the second enemy: the enemy of sin. 
Satan is opposed to God in every way. God wants us to be holy. Satan 
wants us to sin. God desires that we obey His Word for our own good 
because He loves us. Satan wants us to disobey anything and every-
thing God wants us to do because he hates us.

Notice what happens in Genesis 3 after Adam and Eve fall into sin: 
“Then the Lord God said, ‘Behold, the man has become like one of 
Us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and 
take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—’ therefore the 

3 More on this later when we look at Galatians 1 in the final section of the book.
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Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground 
from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east of 
the garden of Eden He placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that 
turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life” (Genesis 3:22–
24). God’s banishment of Adam and Eve is both punishment and grace. 
It is punishment in that the Garden of Eden was truly paradise, as 
perfect as we can imagine. Adam and Eve no longer had access to this 
perfect place. It is grace in that God removes them from the possibil-
ity of an eternity cursed by sin.

Imagine if they had eaten from the tree of life after falling into sin. 
Imagine an everlasting life tainted by sin. It is a terrifying thought. 
Fallen into sin and exiled from the tree of life, Adam and Eve will die. 
The second enemy, sin, leads to the third enemy: death.

The apostle Paul corroborates this when he writes, “The wages of sin 
is death” (Romans 6:23). Adam and Eve are the first to truly behold 
the connection between the enemies of Satan, sin, and death because 
their son Cain murdered their son Abel.

That connection in one sentence is this: Satan tempts us to sin, and 
our sin causes our deaths. But let us take a closer look at each of 
these enemies.

Martin Luther identifies these three enemies when talking about 
Jesus in his Small Catechism. When Luther asks “What does this mean?” 
of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed (Part 1; the section about 
Jesus), he writes, “I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of 
the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, 
is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power 
of the devil” (emphases added).

Luther identifies sin, death, and the devil as three powerful enemies 
that work against God’s people. While there are other enemies in the 
Bible and our daily lives, I have found that almost every enemy can be 
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traced back to these three. Sin, death, and the devil are the generals 
in the army of enemies that face us. They will often send other foot 
soldiers to do battle against us, but these three are the triumvirate 
that stands against us.

Furthermore, these three enemies do not work against us separately. 
Life is not a video game with enemies at the end of different stages that 
we can focus on one at a time. Sin, death, and the devil are enemies 
that work together against God and against us.

In order to help us identify these enemies as we read the Bible, let 
us look at each of them in more detail.

WHO IS SATAN?

The Bible identifies Satan in a variety of ways. John puts many of 
Satan’s names together in Revelation 12:9 as he remarks on Satan’s 
defeat, saying, “And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient 
serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole 
world.” Satan, or the devil, is the ancient serpent who tempted Adam 
and Eve in the Garden of Eden. He is the deceiver of those two and 
of the whole world.

Satan is also a murderer and the father of lies. John records these 
words of Jesus: “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to 
do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father 
of lies” (John 8:44). We see that Satan’s lies in Genesis 3 prompt sin 
and disobedience of God and lead to death.

Paul also talks about Satan as a deceiver and a liar when he writes, 
“For even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 
11:14). Satan constantly seeks to deceive God’s people by any means 
necessary. Nothing pleases Satan more than sin and death, his co-con-
spirators against God and His people. Satan wants us to die, and he 
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wants us to die as far away from God with as many sins heaped upon 
us as possible. Satan uses sin as a tool to distance us from God. And 
Satan uses death because that is simply his character. He loves death. 
He is a murderous wretch.

Satan opposes all that is good and godly. Where God is for truth, 
Satan lies. Where God creates and gives life, Satan seeks the death of 
all. Where God is love, Satan is hate. Where God calls for obedience 
to His way for the good of His people, Satan accuses and tempts us 
into disobedience.

Satan uses other enemies to help him in his quest. A demon himself, 
Satan has a host of demons at his command, as was revealed in many 
of the miracles of Jesus. Satan also commonly allies himself with two 
enemies often referenced in the Bible known as the world and our 
sinful flesh.

When you are reading the Bible and see the term the world, it could 
be referring to different concepts. Sometimes the world is referenc-
ing all of creation and is spoken of positively or neutrally. Sometimes 
the world is referenced negatively and in opposition to God. Such 
instances refer to the world as it has fallen into sin. Satan uses the 
world in this second sense—the fallen world that Jesus references 
as He prays for His disciples: “I have given them Your word, and the 
world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am 
not of the world” (John 17:14).

Satan does not work merely on an individual level. His deception 
is global, worldwide. He seeks to lead individuals, couples, families, 
groups, churches, communities, cities, nations, continents, and the 
entire planet away from God. Satan seeks to plant division, discord, 
and dissension between families, churches, nations, and anywhere else 
he can. Division breeds preference, superiority, and ultimately hatred. 
The dividing lines Satan creates throughout the world are evidence of 


