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The Books  
of Moses

The Bible opens with five books that 
were all written by Moses  They teach us 
about the early years of God’s creation, 
humanity’s fall into sin, and the horrible 
depth of that sin  But they also teach 
us God’s amazing mercy and love in 
promising to send His Son to save us 
and establishing the nation from which 
His Son would come 
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DAY 1

GENESIS
 CR E AT ION TO 1876 BC

Summary: God creates the universe, mankind fills it with suffering and death, 
and God announces His plan to restore us 

 CR E AT ION  Genesis 1–2

In six days, God created the heavens and the earth and everything in them  Then, 
on day six,

God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” (Genesis 1:26)

God’s world was perfect; there was no hostility, disease, war, or death  God 
created Adam and Eve, united them in marriage, and placed them in the Garden 
of Eden  Their dominion over the earth was kind, beneficial, and caring  Most 
importantly, our first parents knew, loved, and trusted our loving Creator 

 TH E FA LL  Genesis 3

God commanded Adam and Eve not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil or they would die  A fallen angel named Satan came to Adam and 
Eve in the form of a serpent 

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:4–5)

Adam and Eve ate that fruit and lost their perfect relationship with God, 
with each other, and with creation  Pain, suffering, and death spread through all 
God’s earthly creatures  God had every right to curse them, but in deep love, He 
pronounced judgment upon Satan and introduced His amazing plan to restore 
humanity and His creation  He told Satan,
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I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and 
her offspring; He shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise His heel.” (Genesis 3:15)

That offspring was Jesus Christ, God’s own Son  
His suffering and death on the cross (the bruising of 
His heel) bruised Satan’s head, removing the curse 
and punishment his temptation had brought to all 
humanity, and condemning Satan, all his evil angels, 
and all who reject Jesus to everlasting torment in hell 

 TH E FLOOD  Genesis 6–8

Adam and Eve’s descendants multiplied, but sadly, most rejected God’s great 
promise  Because of their growing wickedness, God decided to purge His creation 
with a worldwide flood  But He chose a believer named Noah to build a great ship 
in which God saved Noah’s family and all the kinds of animals on earth 

But the flood could not wash the sinful nature from Noah’s offspring  As they 
increased, many turned from God and rejected His promise  So God chose another 
couple from which He would raise up a new nation and separate it from all others 

 TH E FATH ER OF A N E W NATION  Genesis 12

God chose a seventy-five-year-old man and his wife who were childless 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 
And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and 
in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1–3)

All the families of the earth were blessed because Abram’s offspring was the 
promised Savior  The Lord renamed Abram Abraham, which means “father of 
many nations ” Twenty-five years later, Isaac was born 

 ISA AC’S SACR I FICE  Genesis 22

When Isaac was a young man, God gave Abraham a command:

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, 
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, 
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 
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GEN ESI S – DAY 1 

and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 
of which I shall tell you.” (Genesis 22:1–2)

Abraham obeyed God  When Abraham was about to slay Isaac, God provided 
a substitute ram, tangled in a nearby thicket by its horns  Nearly two thousand 
years later, God brought His only Son, Jesus, to this same place and sacrificed 
Him on the cross to save us from death and hell 

 JACOB A N D H IS T W ELV E SONS  Genesis 29–30, 35, 37

Isaac married Rebekah, who gave birth to twins, Esau and Jacob  God chose Jacob 
to be the father of the promised nation and changed his name to Israel  Jacob 
fathered twelve sons from whom the twelve tribes of Israel arose 

Jacob favored his eleventh son, Joseph, over the rest 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because 
he was the son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many col-
ors. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more 
than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peace-
fully to him. (Genesis 37:3–4)

Consumed with jealousy and hatred, Joseph’s older brothers sold him as a 
slave to some traders going to Egypt 

 JOSEPH R ISE S TO POW ER I N EG Y PT  Genesis 41

The Lord was with Joseph and kept his faith strong, even when he was falsely 
accused and thrown into prison  Then God gave Pharaoh, king of Egypt, two 
haunting dreams that no one could interpret 

And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there 
is no one who can interpret it. I have heard it said of you that 
when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” Joseph answered 
Pharaoh, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable 
answer.” (Genesis 41:15–16)

When Pharaoh told Joseph his dreams, Joseph explained that God was warning 
him of a severe, seven-year famine coming after seven years of abundant harvest  
Joseph advised Pharaoh to store up the excess harvest during the seven years of 
plenty to carry Egypt through the coming famine  Pharaoh placed all of Egypt 
under Joseph’s command 

When the famine struck, everyone went to Joseph for food—including his 
brothers 
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 ISR A EL MOV E S TO EG Y PT  Genesis 45–47

When Israel (Jacob) ran out of food, he sent his sons to Egypt  Joseph tested 
them, found they were sincerely sorry for selling him into slavery, and revealed 
himself to them 

And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still 
alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dis-
mayed at his presence. So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to 
me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother, 
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed 
or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent 
me before you to preserve life.” (Genesis 45:3–5)

In many ways, Joseph was a model of Jesus  Mistreated like Joseph, Jesus was 
beaten and crucified to take away our sins  On the third day, He rose again and 
now sits at God’s right hand, commanding all of creation  He promises to provide 
for us until He returns to restore the earth and raise us to new and eternal life 

Genesis closes with Israel moving his whole family to Egypt to live with Joseph  
There, Israel’s family grew and multiplied for four hundred years 

What Does Genesis Have to Do with Me?
Genesis explains the origins of our world, sin, and death  It shows God’s protecting 
love as He raised up a nation from which to bring His Son, Jesus Christ, into our 
world to save us lost sinners 

Reflection: How does God’s intimate care for His creation help give direction and 
meaning to your life?

Dig Deeper Challenge:
Read the whole story of Abraham offering Isaac in Genesis 22:1–19  It has striking 
similarities to Jesus’ sacrifice: a father sacrifices his son, the son carries the wood 
for the sacrifice, God provides a substitute, wearing a crown of thorns 
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DAY 2

Exodus and Leviticus

EXODUS
(1876 BC to 1446 BC)

Summary: Israel is enslaved for four hundred years in Egypt  God raises Moses 
to deliver them 

 MOSE S’ BIRTH  Exodus 2

In time, the Egyptians enslaved the Israelites  When Israel kept growing, Pharaoh 
ordered all male babies to be thrown into the Nile River  An Israelite mother placed 
her baby son in a basket in the Nile  Pharaoh’s daughter rescued him 

When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby was 
crying. She took pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ 
children.” . . . When the child grew older, [Moses’ mother] brought 
him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named 
him Moses, “Because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” 
(Exodus 2:6, 10)

 TH E BU R N I NG BUSH  Exodus 3

Moses was raised an Egyptian but never forgot his Israelite identity  After killing 
an Egyptian, he fled to Midian  While grazing his sheep near Mount Sinai, he saw 
a burning bush  When he came near, God called to him:

And He said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, 
for he was afraid to look at God. . . . “And now, behold, the cry 
of the people of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the 
oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come, I will 
send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children 
of Israel, out of Egypt.” (Exodus 3:6, 9–10)
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 TH E PA SSOV ER  Exodus 12

Moses commanded Pharaoh to free the Israelites, but Pharaoh refused, even 
after God struck Egypt with nine plagues  Finally, God sent a devastating tenth 
plague, the angel of death  He directed the 
Israelites to kill a lamb and put its blood 
on their doorframes so that the angel of 
death would pass over the houses marked 
in blood and would not kill the firstborn 
there  At midnight, the Lord struck down 
all the firstborn males in the land of Egypt  
Pharaoh freed the Israelites 

The Passover points forward to the 
suffering and death of Jesus  In Baptism, 
we are sprinkled with His blood, so at the 
final judgment, the angel of death will pass 
over us, and we will live with Jesus in the 
restored creation forever 

 CROSSI NG TH E R ED SE A  Exodus 14

God led Israel out of Egypt to the shore of the Red Sea  Pharaoh changed his mind 
and sent his army to recapture Israel 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord 
drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the 
sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the people of Israel 
went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a 
wall to them on their right hand and on their left. (Exodus 14: 21–22)

Pharaoh’s warriors pursued them, but God brought the waters back upon 
them, drowning the army  God led Israel to Mount Sinai, where He had appeared 
to Moses in the burning bush  

 TH E TEN COM M A N DM EN TS  Exodus 20

At Mount Sinai, the Lord God came down and spoke His Ten Commandments 
directly to the Israelites  The Commandments were to show Israel their need for 
a Savior since sinners cannot keep them perfectly  They served as guides for holy 
living—as they do for us today 

What Does Exodus Have to Do with Me?
Just as Moses led Israel out of slavery in Egypt, Jesus has led us out of slavery to 
Satan, sin, death, and hell by His death and resurrection  In Baptism, He made us 
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God’s own people  Now He leads us through the wilderness of this sinful world 
to the promised land of heaven  He is always with us, and we can always run to 
Him for forgiveness and help in times of trouble 

Reflection: How can this knowledge bring you peace, calm, and confidence the next 
time you face a great trial?

LEVITICUS
(1445 BC on Mount Sinai)

Summary: Leviticus is a worship guidebook for the members of the tribe of Levi, 
whom God chose to serve as Israel’s priests and their assistants  God gave Moses 
these instructions during his forty days on Mount Sinai 

 TH E SACR I FICE S  Leviticus 1–7

God established sacrifices for the various sins and offenses an Israelite might 
commit  The Israelite laid his hand on an animal’s head and confessed his sin  The 
animal was killed in the sinner’s place and its body burned on the altar 

He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall 
be accepted for him to make atonement for him. Then he shall kill 
the bull before the Lord, and Aaron’s sons the priests shall bring 
the blood and throw the blood against the sides of the altar that 
is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. (Leviticus 1:4–5)

There were six different sacrifices  Each sacrifice pointed to a different aspect 
of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross in our place 

 TH E DAY OF ATON E M EN T  Leviticus 16

The high point of Leviticus is chapter 16, which describes a fall festival  Moses’ 
brother, Aaron, was Israel’s first high priest  One of his sons replaced him as high 
priest after he died  The high priest could only enter the Most Holy Place one day 
a year, the Day of Atonement  He sprinkled the blood of sacrificial animals—first 
for his own sins, then for the sins of Israel so they might continue to dwell in 
God’s presence 

Then, he took a live goat called the scapegoat:

And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, 
and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and 
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all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them on 
the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the 
hand of a man who is in readiness. (Leviticus 16:21)

These foreshadowed Jesus’ death on Good Friday as humanity’s great High 
Priest  He carried our sins and shed His blood on the cross to atone for all of our 
sins  When this fall festival was combined with the spring festival of Passover, Israel 
saw a complete picture of the salvation Jesus would accomplish on Good Friday 

What Does Leviticus Have to Do with Me?
Leviticus shows us that worship is a precious gift God gives us  He takes away 

our sins and lays them on Jesus, who satisfied God’s wrath on the cross  Through 
the Word and the Sacraments of Baptism and Communion, Christ gives us His 
holiness, strengthens our faith, promises to help us through our daily lives, and 
reminds us of the eternal home He is preparing for us 

Reflection: How can Jesus’ suffering and death in your place give you special comfort 
when you struggle with guilt?

Dig Deeper Challenge:
Read the exciting story of Israel passing through the Red Sea in Exodus 14 




