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DECEMBER 1

The Shoot from the Stump of Jesse

READING: Isaiah 11:1–10

KEY BIBLE VERSE: There shall come forth a shoot from 
the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall 
bear fruit. . . . In that day the root of Jesse, who shall 
stand as a signal for the peoples—of Him shall the 
nations inquire, and His resting place shall be glorious. 
Isaiah 11:1, 10

God, through the prophet Isaiah, promised to send a Savior. This 
Savior would be a son of Jesse and the Son of God. Since before the 
time of Isaiah, people have hoped for Him. Before the birth of Jesus, 
there were other sons who became false hopes for our salvation. This 
Advent season, we will reflect on three other sons—the son of Adam 
(Cain), the son of Abraham (Ishmael), and the son of David (Absa-
lom). Like us, each falls short and loses the right to be called children 
of God. Yet we know that this is not a cause for despair. We wait with 
eager expectation for the Son of God. He is the Son who delivers us 
from despair and restores our place as children of God. With hope, 
we anticipate the coming Savior—the Son who was born in Bethle-
hem and who will return in glory at the end of the age.

Son of God, guard our hearts and minds from false hope. 
Keep our eyes focused on the promises of Your Word, 
knowing that You are the Savior for whom we wait. Amen.



4

DECEMBER 2

Hope in the Root

READING: Romans 15:4–13

KEY BIBLE VERSE: And again Isaiah says, “The root of 
Jesse will come, even He who arises to rule the Gen-
tiles; in Him will the Gentiles hope.” May the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in 
hope. Romans 15:12–13

Paul cites Isaiah 11:10, which we read yesterday. As he prays for 
God to give unity to the church in Rome, he emphasizes that the 
promises that God made to the patriarchs are for all people, not just 
the children of Israel. The Root of Jesse will also rule the Gentiles. The 
Scriptures call for all people to hope for the reign of the coming Son 
of God. We who live in the time after Christ’s earthly ministry can 
look back and see glimpses of what the reign of the Root of Jesse looks 
like. God dwells with His people. He brings peace and harmony. The 
benefits that Christ won on the cross are transferred to us. His death 
gives us the unity of which Paul speaks. On account of Christ, we are 
forgiven people, reconciled with God and with one another. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, we live in harmony and hope, in joy and 
peace, waiting for the Root of Jesse.

Root of Jesse, You are the hope of the nations. You came 
and will come again to fulfill God’s promises. While we 
wait, give us joy and peace. Amen.
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DECEMBER 3

Sons of Abraham

READING: Matthew 3:1–12

KEY BIBLE VERSE: And do not presume to say to your-
selves, “We have Abraham as our father,” for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. Matthew 3:9

John the Baptist comes to prepare the way for Jesus. His is a mes-
sage of repentance. “The kingdom of heaven is at hand,” he says (v. 2). 
King Jesus is on His way to bring His kingdom to earth. People from 
all over Judea come in repentance, confessing their sins, to be bap-
tized by John. The Pharisees and Sadducees come too, but show no 
evidence of repentance. Instead, they rely on their lineage. They are 
Israelites, sons of Abraham. Surely their sonship will save them from 
the coming wrath. “No,” John tells them. “Your ancestry will not keep 
you from the unquenchable fire. Hope is found only in the coming 
King, the Son of God. Jesus is coming to baptize with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire. The chaff He burns away, but the repentant are purified 
to bear fruit.” Our hope is in Jesus. He brings us salvation, and, with 
thankful hearts, we bear fruit for His kingdom.

King Jesus, grant me a repentant heart and forgive my 
sins. Guide me in Your ways that I may bear fruit for You. 
Amen.
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DECEMBER 4

The Son Who Sets Us Free

READING: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (LSB 344)

KEY BIBLE VERSE: A voice cries: “In the wilderness pre-
pare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” Isaiah 40:3

The hymn of the day for the Second Sunday in Advent draws on 
the prophecy of Isaiah concerning the voice that will cry out in the 
wilderness. With John the Baptist, the hymn text reminds us to repent 
and prepare our hearts for Christ to enter. Christ is called a refuge and 
reward. He is like a fortress, where we can hide from the attacks of 
the devil. He is our Savior, who frees us from sin and death. Another 
image in the hymn compares the grace of Christ to water. Without 
it, we are like flowers that dry up and die, but with Christ’s grace, we 
flourish and bloom. Not only does Jesus protect us and free us, but 
He also causes us to grow and produce fruit. So as we hear again the 
announcement of John the Baptist that “the Lord is nigh” (st. 1), we 
rejoice and prepare our hearts to receive our Savior.

Eternal Son, we praise You for coming into our hearts. 
Keep us daily in Your grace, where we find refuge and re-
ward. Amen.
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DECEMBER 5

The Offspring of Eve

READING: Genesis 3:14–4:16

KEY BIBLE VERSE: To the woman He said, “I will surely 
multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall 
bring forth children. Your desire shall be contrary to 
your husband, but he shall rule over you.” . . . Now 
Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore 
Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of the 
Lord.” Genesis 3:16; 4:1

Genesis 3:15 is sometimes called the protevangelium, the first Gos-
pel. In it, God promises that Eve’s offspring will be the Savior, the One 
who would defeat the deceiver, Satan. Martin Luther suggested that 
Eve believed that Cain, her first offspring, was the promised Savior. 
A more literal translation from the original Hebrew is, “I have gotten 
a man, Yahweh.” Did Eve mean that she thought she had given birth 
to God Himself? Perhaps she did think this, but as events unfold, it 
becomes obvious that Cain is not a savior but a killer. Cain is not the 
promised son. He bears the same sinful nature as his parents, but the 
promise is still alive. There is another Son who will be the Savior. He 
will be the Son of God and will not inherit a sinful nature. He will live 
a perfect life and offer that life in place of ours. This Son is Jesus, who 
bruised the head of the devil and freed us all from sin.

Jesus, offspring of Eve, You are the Promised One, who 
defeated Satan with Your holy, innocent sufferings and 
death. Grant us faith to hold onto the promise amid a 
world that is corrupted by sin. Amen.
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DECEMBER 6

A Tale of Two Adams

READING: Romans 5:12–17

KEY BIBLE VERSE: For if, because of one man’s trespass, 
death reigned through that one man, much more will 
those who receive the abundance of grace and the free 
gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man 
Jesus Christ. Romans 5:17

One of the choruses from Handel’s Messiah begins with the mark-
ing grave (Italian for “weighty”). The voices sing a slow and somber 
phrase: “Since by man came death.” The words are repeated, louder 
with a heightened sense of anticipation: “Since by man came death.” 
Then the chorus erupts with a joyous, rhythmic, allegro section: “By 
man came also the resurrection of the dead, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead!” Another grave marking, and they sing a 
slow, marked phrase: “For as in Adam all die, for as in Adam all die.” 
This jubilant refrain follows: “Even so in Christ shall all be made alive, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive!” In this short chorus, Han-
del captures the dissonance between the sin we inherit from Adam 
and the resurrection and new life that we inherit from the Second 
Adam—Jesus. As children of Adam, our inheritance is nothing but 
death, but God sent a Second Adam who grants us an inheritance of 
eternal life.

Jesus, death reigned because of the sin of Adam. I praise 
You for being the Second Adam who saved me from the 
reign of death and delivered me into life eternal. Amen.
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DECEMBER 7

Murderer!

READING: Matthew 5:17–26

KEY BIBLE VERSE: You have heard that it was said to 
those of old, “You shall not murder; and whoever mur-
ders will be liable to judgment.” But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to 
the council; and whoever says, “You fool!” will be liable 
to the hell of fire. Matthew 5:21–22

In Genesis 4:8, Cain murdered his brother, Abel. God called him 
to account for this sin, condemning him to be a fugitive and wan-
derer. Jesus warns us that anger toward our fellow man deserves the 
same punishment as actual murder. Our thoughts, as much as our 
actions, contribute to our guilt. We commit murder when we think ill 
of our neighbor, and this thought condemns us to the fires of hell. For 
holding a grudge against our brother, we deserve to be in prison. We 
are sinners and should be put in prison until we have paid our debt. 
Cain could not pay the debt for the murder of his brother, and we can-
not pay the debt for our sinful thoughts, words, and deeds. But thanks 
be to God, the jailer who keeps us in prison has been defeated by the 
One who fulfilled all righteousness. Jesus pays the debt we owed the 
Father for us and releases us from the devil’s prison.

Jesus, You have freed me from the prison created by sin. 
Thank You for paying my debts and releasing me to serve 
You. Amen.
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DECEMBER 8

The Return of the Redeemed

READING: Isaiah 35:1–10

KEY BIBLE VERSE: Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall 
the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
mute sing for joy. Isaiah 35:5–6

Isaiah described the return of God’s children from exile. All of 
creation would welcome back those whom God had redeemed from 
captivity. The desert would bloom. The weak would be strong. Hot 
sand would become a cool pool. People would not need to fear preda-
tory animals. The “Way of Holiness” (v. 8) would go through the land, 
and the ransomed of the Lord would return singing. The Israelites 
would return from captivity in Babylon.

This prophecy, however, has more than one fulfillment. It does 
not simply and only tell of the historical return of Israel from the Bab-
ylonian captivity. It points further forward to the coming of God, in 
the flesh, to dwell with His people. It points to the arrival of Christ, 
His miracles, and His redeeming death. Yet there is an even greater 
fulfillment still to come. This and every Advent season, we wait for 
the time when Isaiah’s prophecy will be finally and fully fulfilled. 
We expectantly await the return of Christ when He will gather the 
redeemed to Himself and restore all of creation. “Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped.”

God of Israel, just as You redeemed the children of Israel, 
You have redeemed me. I look forward to the day when 
Christ returns to gather all believers to live with Him for-
ever in the new creation. Amen.
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DECEMBER 9

Patience

READING: James 5:7–11

KEY BIBLE VERSE: Be patient, therefore, brothers, until 
the coming of the Lord. James 5:7

James compares us patiently waiting for the return of the Lord 
to the way a farmer waits for the seed to grow and produce fruit. He 
plants the seed in the soil and waits. He waits for the rain. He waits for 
the warmth of the sun. He waits for the sprout to come forth from the 
earth. He waits for the plant to grow. He waits for the blossom, and 
he waits for the fruit. When he plants the seed, he knows that there 
will be much waiting ahead, but he also knows what to expect. He 
won’t see any growth at first, but he trusts that the plant is beginning 
its growth beneath the soil. Eventually, it will come forth and grow 
and finally produce the expected fruit. In the same way, we wait. Even 
when we cannot see that God is working, we know that He is at work 
in hidden ways. Even when we are quarrelsome and argue with one 
another, we are reminded to repent because our Judge is on His way. 
Even when we suffer, we can patiently endure, following the example 
of those who went before us. We know the Lord’s purpose. We know 
that He is compassionate and merciful. We know that, in Christ, God 
reconciled the world to Himself. Like Job, we know that we will see 
our Lord with our own eyes on the Last Day, so we wait . . .

Compassionate and merciful Lord, sometimes I become 
impatient with waiting. Forgive my impatience and re-
mind me of the blessings that are mine in Christ. Amen.


