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DECEMBER 1

Read It Again!
Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His  

salvation from day to day.

Psalm 96:2

When my children were little, they each had a favorite book they 
wanted me to read over and over again. If I was in a hurry and left 
out some of the details, they would stop me and make me go back 
and reread the page. After I finished the story, they would often say, 
“Mommy, read it again!”

The account of Christ’s birth is much like that. We never grow 
tired of hearing it. Each year at Advent and Christmas, we look to 
the familiar passages in God’s Word and once again find joy in that 
awe-inspiring story of how the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us (John 1:14). This true story of salvation has been shared not only 
from year to year but also from generation to generation.

Even long before Jesus was born, God foretold of Christ’s birth to 
the prophets of old. Now here we are, thousands of years after Christ’s 
birth, still saying, “Read it again!” We want to hear about the One who 
came to set us free! It’s a story so wonderful that you want to hear and 
tell it over and over again.

Heavenly Father, as we begin this season of Advent, may the familiar 
story of Jesus’ birth rekindle in us the hope we have in Your salvation 
as we wait for Your promised return. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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DECEMBER 2

O Little Town of Bethlehem
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to 

be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth 
for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming 

forth is from of old, from ancient days.

Micah 5:2

With eyes as big as saucers, a child beholds all the gifts under the 
Christmas tree and wonders which one he should open first. I don’t 
know about you, but when I was a child, I always wanted to open the 
biggest present first, thinking it would be the best gift of all. So often, 
we assume that bigger is better, but that’s not always the case. Some of 
the costliest gifts are found in little packages.

We read in the Book of Micah that the town of Bethlehem was so 
little it wasn’t even considered among the clans of Judah. It was just 
a little dot on the map, and yet from this location, something huge 
was going to happen. Hundreds of years before Christ’s birth, it was 
foretold that a ruler would be born in this little town of Bethlehem. 
He was not just any ruler, though. This baby, born in this little town, 
would come to be our most precious gift: the Savior who would take 
away the sin of the world.

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; cast out our sin 
and enter in, be born in us today. (LSB 361:4)
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DECEMBER 3

Born of a Virgin
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  

and shall call His name Immanuel.

Isaiah 7:14

No matter where you go, even in a different country, there will be 
signs posted here and there to give people directions to exits or, more 
importantly, restrooms. Signs also help keep you and those around 
you safe while you’re driving. Watching carefully for stop or yield 
signs can help you avoid being in a major accident. Signs are import-
ant, but sadly, not everyone follows them. We still hear about people 
getting injured or even dying because they simply ignored the signs.

God, who loves us so dearly, gave us a sign. He wanted to make 
sure that we recognized the Savior He was sending, so He promised 
us the sign that our Savior would be born of a virgin. It would be a 
miraculous birth, so amazing that we would surely see and know that 
this truly was the Son of God, sent to abide with us and to save us 
from our sin.

Many have ignored the signs and still live in darkness. But God 
loves the world and is patiently waiting for all to follow the signs that 
will lead them to Jesus Christ.

Heavenly Father, we pray that You would cast all doubt and fear 
away, so that we may clearly see the way that leads to everlasting 
life. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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DECEMBER 4

Good News
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the 

Lord has anointed Me to bring good news to the 
poor; He has sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 

prison to those who are bound.

Isaiah 61:1

A consequence is something that logically follows from an action 
or condition. If you study hard for a test, a good grade should follow. 
If you go outside without your coat on during a snowstorm, you will 
be cold. If you save money, your bank account will grow; but if you 
rob a bank, you’re looking at many years of prison time. Good or bad, 
no matter how hard you try, you can’t avoid the consequences of your 
actions.

The natural consequence of our sin was death. It was what we 
deserved, and it seemed as if that was exactly what we were going to 
get . . . or was it? God had some good news to share with a hurting 
world. He was sending His Son to earth to heal our brokenness and 
to set us free from the consequences of our sin, so that we might have 
life eternal. It is incomprehensible that anyone could love someone so 
much, and yet that is exactly how much God loves us. This is indeed 
very good news.

Heavenly Father, in a world full of sad news, we are grateful for the 
good news that You came to set us free from sin. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.



7

DECEMBER 5

For This Purpose
Now is My soul troubled. And what shall I say?  

“Father, save Me from this hour”? But for this purpose 
I have come to this hour.

John 12:27

On this, the Second Sunday in Advent, you may be starting to feel 
the “hustle and bustle” of the season. You’re excited, but you’re also 
starting to feel stressed by the things you still need to get done. You 
have trees to trim, parties to attend, and all those presents to wrap.

Or you might be dreading the sadness and loneliness that so 
many struggle with this time of year. Those in the military who are 
deployed to a foreign land are longing to be home. Those who have 
recently lost a spouse may not want to celebrate without their loved 
one near. Those who have lost a job may be wondering if there will be 
any gifts at all this year.

Wherever you are in life this season, remember that the purpose 
for celebrating Christ’s birth is not about gifts or being with loved 
ones. Yes, those things are nice, but even without them, we still have 
reason to celebrate. Jesus came with the sole purpose of sacrificing 
His life for ours. We can still celebrate with joy in our hearts, knowing 
that we are now free from the burden of sin.

Heavenly Father, may we celebrate the birth of Your Son with joy as 
we reflect on the purpose for which He came. In His name we pray. 
Amen.



8

DECEMBER 6

The Grace of God
For the grace of God has appeared,  

bringing salvation for all people.

Titus 2:11

Grace is one of those words that is not easily defined. One dictio-
nary had seventeen different meanings. For example, in one defini-
tion, it means approval, as in being in one’s good graces. Other mean-
ings include favor, pardon, a privilege, or even how one might address 
a duke or duchess. It’s also what we call the short prayer we say at 
mealtimes.

Still another definition of grace is a reprieve, a release or deliver-
ance, freedom from liability. 

This definition well describes the grace of God. He knew that 
the world was in dire need of a Savior. God, who loves His people, 
revealed to them that a Savior would be born who would take away 
the sin of the world. He was sending us a reprieve from the punish-
ment we all deserve because of our sin.

The grace of God brought salvation to all people. It reprieved 
us from the punishment we deserved. God’s grace appeared to us to 
set us free from our sin. It appeared to us to save us from death. It 
appeared to us in the person of Jesus Christ, God’s only-begotten Son. 
It is a free gift for all those who believe.

Gracious heavenly Father, we thank You for the salvation You freely 
give to all people. Open our eyes and ears, so that we may believe 
in all You foretold to us about our Savior, Jesus Christ. In His name. 
Amen.
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DECEMBER 7

Still with Us
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken 
by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us).

Matthew 1:22–23

There was a law in the Old Testament that required the men to 
appear before the Lord three times during the year. They were also 
not to appear empty-handed but were to give according to the bless-
ings they had been given (Deuteronomy 16:16–17). How difficult that 
must have been for these men. Transportation was usually by foot 
back in that day, so they had to travel for days, if not weeks, to fulfill 
this law.

To hear that God was sending His Son, Immanuel, must have 
given the people so much hope. They would no longer have to appear 
before the Lord three times a year, for the Lord was coming and 
would appear before them. He did not appear empty-handed either. 
He brought with Him an abundance of blessings and gifts. He came to 
teach, to heal, but most importantly, to save them from their sin and 
their inability to fulfill the Law.

Immanuel indeed has come and has promised that He is still with 
us through the power of the Holy Spirit, who dwells within us.

Thank You, heavenly Father, that You are always with us. Continue 
to lead, guide, and teach us the ways that lead to righteousness. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



10

DECEMBER 8

Keep Guard
By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the 

good deposit entrusted to you.

2 Timothy 1:14

Many of us have a lockbox where we keep important papers or 
expensive items. We also may put in security systems with alarms to 
scare off those who would try to take our treasures. We want to hold 
on to the things we have, so we keep guard over them.

When God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth, He did so for the purpose 
of bringing us salvation. Christ suffered and died to bring this trea-
sure to us. He rose from the dead to give us victory over death. When 
Jesus ascended into heaven, God sent His Holy Spirit to dwell within 
us so He would always be with us. There is no treasure greater than 
this precious gift of salvation entrusted to us, but there is one who 
persistently schemes to take it from us.

However, the Holy Spirit, who dwells within us, is the best secu-
rity system for keeping our treasures protected from the evil one. 
He will help us guard what has been entrusted to us. He will give us 
strength to fight off the one who is constantly trying to take it from 
us. We can rest easy at night, knowing that God never sleeps and is 
always keeping guard over us.

Heavenly Father, You have entrusted us with a gift more precious 
than gold. Help us treasure this gracious gift. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.
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DECEMBER 9

For This Reason
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father.

Ephesians 3:14

There is a catchy phrase this time of year: “Jesus is the reason for 
the season.” It’s a reminder to us to take our eyes off the things of this 
world and to turn our eyes toward Jesus. In doing so, we may be sur-
prised to learn that actually, you and I are the reason for the season.

When God sent His Son to be born, it was for our salvation. God 
wasn’t doing it for Jesus. Jesus wasn’t in need of a Savior; we were! 
After Jesus had already returned to heaven, Paul wrote to the Ephe-
sians, letting them know that he had been brought to his knees as he 
earnestly prayed for them. He wanted them to understand the reason 
Jesus came. He wanted them to be strengthened by the Holy Spirit 
that had been sent to dwell within them. He wanted them to be filled 
with the fullness of God and to know His love (Ephesians 3:14–20).

This same message is one that should also bring us to our knees 
as we pray for all those who have not yet heard the good news that we 
are the reason for the season.

Heavenly Father, help us to always remember the reason that You 
came. Give us courage to gladly share it with others, so that they too 
may put their trust in You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.


