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DECEMBER 1: INTRODUCTION

Stump with a Shoot
READING: ISAIAH 11

KEY BIBLE VERSE: 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of  
Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
(Isaiah 11:1)

It’s December! We know what that means: Christmas is coming! 
Waiting is hard. It is hard to wait for the joy, the laughter, the family 
time, the food, and the presents. But why do we celebrate Christmas? 
We celebrate Christmas because we celebrate Christ. Jesus, who is true 
God, begotten of the Father from eternity, came down from heaven 
and became a little baby boy. He lived, died, and rose again, that our 
sins would be washed away and we would live with Him forever.

Waiting is hard. Before Jesus was born, a lot of people were wait-
ing for the Messiah. God promised Jesse’s son, King David, that the 
Messiah would be his descendant. The Messiah would be a part of 
Jesse’s family tree. The people of Israel anxiously awaited the arriv-
al of the promised Messiah, just as we are now waiting to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus this Christmas. Jesus is the branch that bears fruit 
from the stump of Jesse, and we, as baptized children of God, are 
grafted into the branch. We are a part of God’s family tree! During 
this Advent and Christmas season, we will follow the promise of the 
Messiah, from creation to the events surrounding Jesus’ birth.
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DECEMBER 2: CREATION

The World
READING: GENESIS 1:1–2:4

KEY BIBLE VERSE: 

God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it 
was very good.
(Genesis 1:31a)

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth by the 
power of His word. He said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
All of creation—aside from man—was made when God spoke it into 
being. Man was made with dust, water, and the breath of God. In six 
days, He created the world and everything in it, and on the seventh 
day, God rested. He looked at everything He had made, and it was 
very good. The mountains, trees, stars, animals, and all of creation 
reflected God’s majesty. Man was made in God’s image. Everything 
was perfect.

“At the Name of Jesus”

At the name of Jesus Ev’ry knee shall bow,  
Ev’ry tongue confess Him King of glory now. 
’Tis the Father’s pleasure We should call Him Lord,  
Who from the beginning Was the mighty Word.
At His voice creation Sprang at once to sight,  
All the angel faces, All the hosts of light, 
Thrones and bright dominions, Stars upon their way,  
All the heav’nly orders In their great array.
(LSB 512:1–2)
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DECEMBER 3: THE FALL

Apple
READING: GENESIS 2:7–25; 3:1–24

KEY BIBLE VERSE: 

When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 
fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband 
who was with her, and he ate. 
(Genesis 3:6)

Although God made a perfect world, it did not stay perfect for 
long. Adam and Eve disobeyed God when they ate from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Sin entered the world, and with it, death. 
God still loved His creation, and He gave Adam and Eve the promise 
of a Savior. God said to Satan, “And I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; He 
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel” (Genesis 3:15). 
This was the first Gospel promise. Jesus was the offspring that would 
destroy Satan through His death on the cross.

“Creator of the Stars of Night”

Creator of the stars of night,  
Thy people’s everlasting Light: 
O Christ, Redeemer, save us all  
And hear Thy servants when they call.
Thou, grieving that the ancient curse  
Should doom to death a universe, 
Hast found the healing, full of grace,  
To cure and save our ruined race.
(LSB 351:1–2)
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DECEMBER 4: NOAH

Rainbow
READING: GENESIS 6–9

KEY BIBLE VERSE: 

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 
make between Me and you and every living creature 
that is with you, for all future generations: I have set My 
bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between Me and the earth.”
(Genesis 9:12–13)

The world became very sinful after Adam and Eve disobeyed 
God. It became so bad that Noah and his family were the only peo-
ple who were still faithful. God destroyed the world with a flood, but 
He saved Noah and his family in the ark. God’s promise of a Savior 
would continue through their family. When we see a rainbow, we can 
remember God’s promise to never destroy the world by water again. 
We can also remember that just as sin was destroyed in the flood, our 
sins were destroyed in the waters of Holy Baptism.

“Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying”

In a wat’ry grave are buried  
All our sins that Jesus carried; 
Christ, the Ark of Life, has ferried  
 Us across death’s raging flood.
(LSB 597:2)
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DECEMBER 5: ABRAHAM

Tent
READING: GENESIS 12:1–3

KEY BIBLE VERSE: 

And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. 
(Genesis 12:2)

God did not forget His promise of a Savior to Adam and Noah. 
He chose to continue the promise through a man named Abraham. 
God asked Abraham to move to a new land, and Abraham trusted in 
the Lord, even when he was living in a tent and did not know where 
he was going. God promised Abraham that he would be the father of 
a great nation. Abraham would have so many offspring that count-
ing them would be like trying to count the stars in the sky. His de-
scendants became the nation of Israel, God’s chosen people, and from 
Israel came our Savior, Jesus Christ.

“The God of Abraham Praise”

The God of Abr’ham praise, Whose all-sufficient grace 
Shall guide me all my pilgrim days In all my ways. 
He deigns to call me friend; He calls Himself my God. 
And He shall save me to the end Through Jesus’ blood.
(LSB 798:3)


