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DECEMBER 1

Let’s Go!

I was glad when they said to me,  
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
(Psalm 122:1)

“Being in a garage does not make you a car. So being in a church 
does not make you a Christian.” Thus, absence from the services of God’s 
house are justified. “I can be a Christian without going to church.” Hid-
den behind those words is the assumption that church attendance is a 
burden. 

“Being in my living room does not make me a part of my family.” 
True enough. Yet knowing what awaits me in my living room—spouse, 
child, parent—and the riches they bring to my life prompts me to enter 
the living room with joy. 

That is the Christian view of the house of the Lord. We join the 
psalmist in saying, “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the 
house of the Lord!’” (Psalm 122:1). He awaits us in His Word; He comes 
to us with His gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. We enter His pres-
ence with joy. Faith says, “Let’s go!” 

How fitting that Advent begins with these words from Psalm 122. 
The coming weeks are filled with added services. Are they a burden? 
Hardly. They are a source of joy for those who enter the house of the 
Lord. 

Heavenly Father, You promise to 
dwell among us in Your Word. Grant 
us joy in Your presence throughout 
this season and always; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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DECEMBER 2

Up We Go

Jerusalem . . . to which the tribes go up. 
(Psalm 122:3–4)

Jerusalem sits upon a hill surrounded by valleys. The topography 
was a blessing for King David and others as it created a strong defensive 
position for the city. Even more, Jerusalem’s elevated position served the 
people of God as they streamed to the temple. Chief among the hills of 
Jerusalem is Zion, where the Lord instructed His people the temple was 
to be built.

At the biblical festivals—Passover, Booths, and Weeks—the faithful 
would go up to Jerusalem and then up Mount Zion to the temple, where 
the Lord promised He would forgive their sin through the sacrifices of-
fered there. Thus, the people’s feet, eyes, and thoughts were led heaven-
ward. 

Christians have long utilized that wisdom. Churches were often built 
upon hills, and believers would walk upward as they went to worship. 
That position allowed people to see the church from all around as a bea-
con of hope and promise. Within many church buildings today, Chris-
tians ascend steps to the Communion rail, where they receive Christ un-
der bread and wine. 

Our ascending those steps brings joy only because Christ has already 
descended. He descended from His heavenly throne to take on flesh in 
the womb of Mary. He descends to dwell with us in His Supper. He will 
descend again on the Last Day to give us everlasting life. 

Lord Jesus Christ, as You chose to 
dwell among us in the flesh, so grant 
us certainty that You continue to 
dwell with us bodily in Your Supper. 
Amen.
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DECEMBER 3

Give Thanks

Give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
(Psalm 122:4)

Mom taught you well. When you receive a gift, what do you say? 
“Thank you.” A simple note of thanks to the giver of a gift may be cher-
ished by the giver as much as the gift is cherished by the receiver. We all 
want to know that what we have done for someone else is appreciated. 
Don’t give just to receive thanks. Give out of love. Then, cherish their 
gratitude.

The Lord gives you good gifts simply because of His nature. In his 
Small Catechism, Martin Luther makes this point nicely in the expla-
nation of the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us this day our 
daily bread.” The catechism teaches us that “God certainly gives daily 
bread to everyone without our prayers, . . . but we pray in this petition 
that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with 
thanksgiving.” 

Whether you ask or not, whether you desire it or not, whether you 
realize it or not, God will give you good gifts, from food and clothing, 
house and home, family and friends to forgiveness, eternal life, and sal-
vation. It is just His nature to give such things. So it is all the more fitting 
that we give thanks to Him. 

Heavenly Father, Your gifts tran-
scend our comprehension. Receive 
our heartfelt thanks for all Your gifts 
of body and soul, those known and 
those unknown; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen.
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