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Introduction

Rev. Michael W. Salemink 
Executive Director, Lutherans For Life

Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?”  
Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life.”  John 6:67–68

God’s Word concerns life. God’s Word gives life. From Genesis 
to Revelation and alpha to omega, the Scriptures speak, show, 

and bestow the breath of life. Human life above all bears the image of 
Father, Son, and Spirit. His own abundant and everlasting life inhab-
its human bodies. He wills each one to have this life by the grace of 
Christ Jesus: “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” 
(John 10:10). He wills all humankind to know its fullness by faith in 
this Lord and Savior: “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through 
the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17).

Only God’s Word delivers and defines life. The Almighty Maker’s 
“Let there be” utters life into being and upholds it. The Word become 
flesh and abiding among us salvages life lost in sinfulness and fallen 
into broken suffering, divided from its divine Source and left for dead. 
His Spirit lends His voice and vitality to the words of the prophets 
and apostles so that He may incorporate every member of our species 
into His own communion, household, and heavenly kingdom forev-
er. God’s work of creating proclaims all human beings special, from 
the invisible miracle of conception. His labor of redeeming proves 
all human beings precious, unto the moment of natural death. His 
activity of calling pronounces all human beings priceless, even amid 
afflictions. His grace—not anyone’s own age, appearance, ability, or 
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history—provides all human beings sanctity and significance. And 
His Word relates it all to our race.

God’s Word of life does not only say no. To be sure, He does make 
it clear that we must not murder. He plainly forbids elective abortion 
and embryo-destroying experimentation. He firmly prohibits aborti-
facient contraception and assisted suicide. He disallows any despis-
ing or neglecting of our fellow descendants of Adam and offspring 
of Eve. And He does so because He perceives how the devil enslaves 
us to death by deceptively advertising it to us as an escape. However, 
even God’s no only heralds His yes to something far better. He retains 
responsibility for deciding death so that He may Himself exercise the 
privilege of providing life, in His good time and on His good terms. 
Indeed, Jesus sets death’s boundaries by bringing life in His crucifix-
ion and resurrection. The hearts He relieves of this cosmic responsi-
bility have room and freedom to take hold of the ceaseless reign and 
celebration He shares in the new creation.

Fear does not motivate God’s Word for life. Neither does anger 
nor control. Instead, joy and hope and love mark this message, mis-
sion, and ministry. God’s people may receive His Word and its life in 
the same manner we receive one another and our neighbors, as bless-
ings and treasures. God’s people may also reflect His delightful will. 
We may enjoy and exemplify courage and compassion, speaking His 
truth and showing His love, and share life both with Him and with 
the least of these—His sisters and brothers. We advocate and enact re-
spect and protection for even the most incapable, belittled, and guilty 
among us—yes, especially for them—not only because it is right but 
also because it is good. 

The articles of this volume find the fullness of life throughout the 
Scriptures. Life’s irreversible value is not limited to a few isolated pas-
sages. It is not a peripheral afterthought to the biblical history and 
narrative. The belovedness of all human persons belongs to the heart 
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of the Gospel and the fabric of God’s relationship of forgiveness and 
salvation. These articles discover God’s devoted love in difficult cir-
cumstances. They describe His gentle mercy in the middle of often 
controversial questions. They display His fierce purpose—to bring life 
and give life—even in the face of otherwise uncomfortable conversa-
tions. They recognize the variety of life issues not simply or primar-
ily as political disputes but as matters of the heart, which the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ directly addresses. After all, life issues are always and 
ultimately about people, about their needs, and about their heavenly 
Father meeting them in the body of Christ.

Lutherans For Life thanks especially the authors who have con-
tributed their expertise and sensitivity. Their words embody and de-
liver all the force and affection of our mighty, kindhearted God, Father, 
Son, and Spirit. They represent a diversity of Lutheran traditions and 
communions but confess with unified voice the truth of God’s Word 
and His love for life in Jesus Christ. Special appreciation belongs to 
Dr. Jim Lamb, our former executive director, who developed this col-
lection in its previous incarnation, the God’s Word for Life Bible. We 
acknowledge also the indispensable efforts of Rev. Scott Licht, our na-
tional director, and Lowell Highby, our director of communications, 
in compiling, revising, updating, and preparing the manuscript for 
publication. Laura Lane and Peggy Kuethe, our editors, and the whole 
staff of Concordia Publishing House likewise deserve commenda-
tion for making this project presentable and available to the Church 
and the public. Finally, our gratitude goes to our nationwide network 
of volunteers, supporters, partners, and donors—you are the faces, 
fingers, and feet of our mutual mission equipping Lutherans to be 
Gospel-motivated voices for life!
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God’s Creation:  
The Foundation for Life

A Brief Study of Genesis 1:1

Introduction

The first verse of the first chapter of the first book of the Bible is 
foundational to all the rest of Scripture. It is foundational to this 

book. It is foundational to your understanding of your dignity and 
value in God’s eyes and of why the Bible was written for you. 

If God, through His Son, Jesus Christ (see John 1:3), did not cre-
ate “heaven and earth” in six days, then the rest of Scripture is based 
upon a myth and has lost its credibility. If God did not create hu-
man life in His own image on the sixth day, then there is no ultimate 
Source that gives intrinsic value and dignity to you or any other hu-
man being. If everything came into existence through evolution, then 
death is the operative word. The theory of evolution requires millions 
and millions of years of death to bring about life as we know it. How-
ever, if everything came into existence through God’s creative Word, 
then life is the operative word. God created everything to support and 
enhance human life. As Dr. David Menton writes, “Christians should 
be particularly careful how they treat Divine Creation because it is 
foundational to the whole Bible and Christianity” (1998, 7). You are 
invited to read this article in order to grow in your understanding of 
the critical foundation creation plays in The Lutheran Witness, vol. 
117, no. 7 (July 1998).
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Creation, Evolution, and Jesus
The Bible focuses first and foremost on Jesus: “And beginning with 

Moses and all the Prophets, He interpreted to them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning Himself ” (Luke 24:27). Jesus was there in the 
beginning chapters of Genesis: “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). The need 
for Jesus and the rest of the Bible is revealed in the beginning chapters 
of Genesis: “She took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 
husband who was with her, and he ate” (Genesis 3:6b). As the Bible 
also reveals, “For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 
all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:21–22). 

Again quoting Dr. Menton: 

Most important, there is an integral relationship between 
Creation and our salvation. The first three or so pages of 
the Bible reveal both man’s accountability to God through 
His Creation and man’s subsequent fall into sin and death 
through his disobedience. All the remaining pages . . . deal 
directly or indirectly with God’s solution to man’s sin-
problem documented in the first three pages. (1998, 7)

As the Bible details, sin and death entered God’s perfect creation 
through the first Adam. Prior to this there was no death. This cre-
ates a problem for Christians who try to hold to some form of evolu-
tion. Evolution requires millions and millions of years of death. There 
had to be death before there were people, according to evolution. The 
evolutionist would say that death is a natural part of the evolution-
ary process rather than something unnatural that resulted from sin. 
Such thinking eliminates the need for a Savior from sin and death. 
If no literal Adam sinned in Eden, that means there’s no need for a 
second “Adam” born in Bethlehem. But Adam was real and his sin 
was real. The reality of Adam and his sin foreshadowed the reality of 
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God becoming man but without sin. The reality of Adam’s death fore-
shadowed the reality of Jesus’ death on a cross but without remaining 
dead. Jesus’ resurrection assures that everyone who believes in Him 
will live even if they die (John 11:25). The beginning chapters of Gen-
esis are absolutely necessary to understanding the need for the rest of 
the Bible and for the One the entire Bible is about—Jesus. 

Creation, Evolution, and Human Life
The theory of evolution does not offer anything that gives inher-

ent dignity and value to human life. Consider some of evolution’s 
main teachings about human life: 

• Evolution says life is the result of a chance combination of 
chemicals in some primordial slime pit. In other words, life 
came from nonliving things. This contradicts the scientific 
principle of biogenesis that declares that life comes from life. 

• Evolutionists say that human life gradually evolved as the 
result of billions of years of random mutations of lower life 
forms. This hypothesis is held even though scientists know 
that mutations typically make things worse, not better. Inter-
estingly, there’s a scientific law called the Second Law of Ther-
modynamics which says that, left to themselves, things decay 
and move toward disorder. (The two-week-old banana or the 
iron pot left in the rain are familiar examples.) The evolution-
ary claims that things have—over the course of billions of 
years—become more orderly and complex directly contradicts 
this law. 

• Evolution says one species evolved from another over billions 
of years. If this were so, you would think that the fossil record 
would reveal transitional forms—creatures that were half fish 
and half amphibian for example. But even evolutionists admit 
there is little evidence in the fossil record of such transitional 
stages. 



13

God’s Creation: Te  oundation  or  i e 

Creation, however, offers quite a contrast to evolutionary theory! 
Creation says you are just a little lower than God Himself (Psalm 8:5)! 
Because God created human life in His image in the beginning, hu-
man life still has value even though sin has corrupted that image (see 
Genesis 9:6; James 3:9). God gave special value to human life in the 
way humans were created. It was very “hands on.” God formed Adam 
from the dust of the ground and breathed into him the breath of life 
(Genesis 2:7). God made Eve from one of Adam’s ribs (Genesis 2:22). 

According to the Bible, God remains the hands-on Creator of 
life. He knit us together in our mothers’ wombs (Psalm 139:13). If 
you have something your grandma made by hand, it has special value 
even if it is worn and torn. Similarly, value is given by the hands that 
made us, and not by our stage of development or the condition of our 
health. The embryo in the petri dish has as much value as the Olym-
pian. Grandma with Alzheimer’s has as much value as the neurologist 
who studies her disease. It is who made you, not how well you work, 
that gives your life value! 

Added value is given to human life because God sent His Son, 
Jesus, to reclaim what His hands had made after sin entered the world. 
When Jesus died, He paid the complete price for the forgiveness of 
sins for all people for all time. “You were bought with a price” (1 Cor-
inthians 6:20) applies to every human being whether they believe it or 
not! Every human life from the petri dish to the nursing home bed is 
a life for whom Jesus died. For those who do believe in Jesus, there is 
the certain hope of everlasting life in perfect joy and peace. 

Thus, the Bible’s account of creation reveals that human life comes 
from God. It also details that in and through Christ, we will return to 
the God who created us. You do know where you are from and where 
you are going! It follows that you can live your life knowing that you 
do have purpose and meaning because you know that God promises 
to be at work in the lives of those He has created and reclaimed. 
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What a contrast to human theories! Evolution is about death and 
hopelessness. Creation is about life and a certain, confident, eternal 
hope!

Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb

Cross-References:

For more about the God-given value of human life, see “The Hands of God and the Value of 
Human Life” (Isaiah 43) on p. 118. 

For comments on humans being created in God’s image, see “The Image of God and the Value 
of Human Life” (Genesis 1:26) on p. 15.
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The Image of God and  
the Value of Human Life

Some Christian defenders of the value of human life will argue that 
since human beings were created in the image of God, human life 

has special value. Others will argue that this is improper since the im-
age of God was lost when Adam and Eve sinned.

Certainly the “image of God” argument regarding the value of hu-
man life cannot be used in a way that ignores the depravity of human-
ity brought about by sin. Nevertheless, it is not improper to equate the 
value of human life with being created in the image of God. To better 
understand this, let’s review some of the basic scriptural facts about 
the image of God. 

The Image Given
God created the first man—Adam—and woman—Eve—in His 

image and likeness (Genesis 1:26–27). Biblical scholars have writ-
ten much about exactly what that means. A simple yet very inclusive 
definition is offered by Rev. Dr. Nathan R. Jastram of Concordia Uni-
versity in Mequon, Wisconsin. He defines the image of God as being 
“like God” in a variety of ways. For instance: 

• There is the righteousness and holiness associated with being 
like God. Adam and Eve had a perfect knowledge of God and 
His kindness. Adam and Eve were holy and righteous and, 
consequently, immortal. 

• But being like God also includes having reason and intellect 
that makes us different than the animals. It includes being able 
to make moral choices and ruling over God’s creation. 
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The Image Lost
Genesis 5:3 tells us that Adam had a son in his own image. After 

their fall into sin, Adam and Eve were no longer like God in terms 
of righteousness and purity of the knowledge of God. They still had 
knowledge of God, but it was no longer the pure knowledge of His 
kindness. It was only a knowledge seen in His creation (Romans 1:20), 
a knowledge that brought fear of God (Genesis 3:10). There was no 
longer joyful conformity but hostility that did not submit to God (Ro-
mans 8:7). Humans are now by nature God’s enemy—unholy, unrigh-
teous, and mortal.

The Image Reversed
In order to rescue His creation that was no longer like Him in 

holiness, God took on the likeness of man (Romans 8:3; Philippi-
ans 2:6–7). Although He remained sinless, Jesus took upon Himself 
humanity’s unholiness, unrighteousness, and mortality. He bore the 
wrath of God that all humans deserved as He was forsaken by His 
heavenly Father on the cross. Jesus rose from the dead to validate all 
that He had done through His holy life and unholy death. Complete 
payment for sin was made once and for all.

The Image Renewed
By God’s favor and through faith in Christ’s victory, the likeness 

of God’s holiness is being renewed in believers. There is renewal of the 
knowledge of God. “You have put off the old self with its practices and 
put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the im-
age of its creator” (Colossians 3:9–10). Unlike the original knowledge 
of God, however, this knowledge is not natural and is revealed only 
“in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6). There is renewal in 
righteousness and holiness. “Put on the new self, created after the like-
ness of God in true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:24). Unlike 
the original righteousness and holiness, however, this is not perfect 
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or complete. Paul spoke of the sinner that still remains in all of God’s 
saints. “For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I 
want, but I do the very thing I hate” (Romans 7:15). The image is being 
renewed—we “are being transformed into the same image from one de-
gree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit” 
(2 Corinthians 3:18)—but it is not yet complete. One pastor captured 
this succinctly with the sermon title “Now—Not Yet.” What believers 
have now is good, but the best is yet to come!

The Image Restored
The end of time will mark the full restoration of the image of God. 

In the new “heaven and earth” God creates, there will once again be 
the direct knowledge of the goodness of God. The intimate relation-
ship with God that Adam and Eve experienced will be restored. Sin’s 
consequences will cease to exist: “He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away” 
(Revelation 21:4).

The Image of God and the Value of Human Life
With all the above in mind, we are now ready to discuss the place 

the image of God has in the innate value of human life. 

Passages like Genesis 9:6 and James 3:9 indicate that even after 
Adam and Eve’s fall into sin, value is attached to human life because of 
the image of God. Murder is prohibited on this basis as is the cursing 
of human beings. After the fall into sin, human beings are no longer 
like God in terms of holiness, but there still remains a likeness to God 
that engenders inherent value and respect for human life. Human be-
ings are still like God in terms of reason, intellect, and the ability to 
choose. Despite the fact that these all have been marred by sin, such 
things do elevate human life above animal life. 



18

Grounded in God’s Word

It seems proper, therefore, to argue that the child in the womb 
has value to God, not only because God is intimately involved in the 
creation of that child (Psalm 139:13–14) and declares that the child is 
a gift (Psalm 127:3), but also because in the beginning human life was 
elevated above all other aspects of the creation and was created in the 
image of God. It would not be proper to argue that the child in the 
womb has value because that child is like God in the way Adam and 
Eve were like God before the fall. This would contradict God’s Word 
that clearly reveals that we are sinful from the moment of conception 
(Psalm 51:5). The child in the womb is no longer like God in holi-
ness but is still like God as outlined above and, therefore, has inherent 
value as a human being.

We can also argue that all human life is given special value be-
cause God sent His Son to make complete payment for the sins of the 
world. The gift of God’s Son is the ultimate proof of the value God 
places even on unbelievers, be they born or unborn. Jesus came to 
die for the “ungodly” (Romans 5:6) and those who were His “enemies” 
(Romans 5:10). Every human life is a life for whom Jesus died. 

It is also proper to argue that people of faith have special value 
because God is at work in them. Indeed, their bodies are temples of 
God’s Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19). Through the Word and Sacra-
ments, the Holy Spirit is at work renewing in believers the true knowl-
edge of God “from the face of Christ” and applying to them the “righ-
teousness and holiness” of Christ. 

Christians do not have value because they bear the image of God 
as did Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. Christians have value 
because God’s Spirit is at work in them renewing that image through 
Christ. It cannot be fully restored until the sinful flesh is finally laid 
aside. 

Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb
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Animal Rights and Animal  
Welfare from the Lutheran Perspective

Today we hear much controversy concerning animal rights. What 
is the difference between animal rights and animal welfare? What 

role do animals play in the life of a Christian?

Animal Welfare: The American Veterinary Medical Association 
states that animal welfare refers to how an animal is coping with the 
conditions in which it lives. Protecting an animal’s welfare means pro-
viding for its physical and mental needs. An animal in a good state 
of welfare is healthy, comfortable, well nourished, safe, and able to 
express natural behaviors. They should not suffer from pain, fear, or 
distress. 

Animal Rights: The definition of animal rights is the belief that 
animals should not be exploited by humans and that non-human ani-
mals are entitled to control their own lives and interests without hu-
man intervention. Persons holding this belief categorically state that 
animals should not be utilized by humans for any purpose and should 
be afforded the same considerations as similar interests of human be-
ings. Therefore, animals should not be used for entertainment, food, 
research, labor, hunting, etc., and should not be confined. 

The concept that animals have identical rights to human beings 
is especially prominent in Eastern religions such as Hinduism and 
Buddhism. A biblically based worldview holds that man has responsi-
bility for an animal’s welfare but that the animal does not have rights 
equal to that of a human being. God, Yahweh, created animals of ev-
ery kind, and then He created man and woman in His image, which 
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means humans possess an eternal soul. God gave animals to man as a 
gift, put them under man’s dominion, and made man responsible for 
their welfare. Sin changed this relationship, of course, and we went 
from caring for the animals to eating them. Death and the distortion 
of God’s perfect plan had entered our world. In Genesis 9:2–6, as part 
of Noah’s blessing, God said that all living creatures were given into 
man’s hands and would be food for him. Though God created the 
animals for our use and enjoyment, He requires us to rule over them 
compassionately and to assure their welfare.

In much of the world today, it is legally argued that since animals 
cannot enter social contracts, they cannot possess rights as humans 
do. Some governments have given animals rights. The most egregious 
was the German Nazi regime. They outlawed the use of animals in 
research, the only government to ever take such a step, and nullified 
the difference between man and animals. This allowed them to use 
human beings for slave labor and medical experiments. Declaring 
animals more valuable than certain humans opened the door for the 
Holocaust. The Animal Rights viewpoint is still a danger today as it 
negates the value of human life.

On a more positive note, animal welfare relates to human welfare 
also. Decades of medical studies have shown the many positive ben-
efits of pet ownership to the physical, emotional, and mental health 
of millions of people. Many pet owners will confess that their dog or 
cat sleeps in their bed, eats off their plate, and kisses their children 
on the lips. People will sacrifice much to get their pet quality medical 
care. Some people have pets instead of children, and some people love 
their pets more than their family. In our broken world, sometimes a 
pet is truly the only source of the unconditional love they do not find 
in human relationships. 

In the final analysis, no matter how much we love them and grieve 
their loss, pets are not humans. They are not created in God’s image. 


