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Bacon and eggs. Coffee and doughnuts. A good book and a 
comfortable chair. Some things just go together. Each is fine by 
itself, but who wants a doughnut with no coffee? We want the 
whole package.

Perfection and patience. Are you seeing these two as a natural 
pair, the spiritual match to the chair and book? Maybe not. Ei-
ther one is fine, but together perfection and patience could cancel 
each other out. We want perfection, at least from God, and we 
can make a good case that perfection is what He should deliver. 
After all, He is perfect, and the world He made began that way. 
But if perfection is too much to ask, then I suppose we can settle 
for patience. But isn’t asking for patience just admitting that per-
fection will never come?

In this book, we’ll find a union of patience and perfection 
that might surprise us. We’ll study seven biblical themes that are 
repeated actions combining God’s perfection and patience. Pa-
tience is the essence of God’s walk with us, and His perfection 
draws us to Himself each day. Though we’ll never keep to a perfect 
line, He persists in walking with us. His patience is His perfect, 
strong hold on us.
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with me over the years of teaching at Concordia University Wis-
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excellent ideas on the choice of hymns as examples of the seven 
themes.



Finding Peace in God’s Plan for You!     5

Besides the many at Concordia University, thanks go to the 
editors and others at Concordia Publishing House for their cre-
ative work on this project. Special thanks go to Laura Lane, my 
editor. Her encouragement made each day of writing more hope-
ful, and her editing made each page much better. Finally, thanks 
goes to my family for their patience with this project during very 
busy family times. My wife, Holly, and our three children, Christy, 
Steve, and Nicole, are wonderful examples of biblical patience and 
perfect love and care.

Blessings to you as you follow these themes and see how di-
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C H A P T E R  1

Perfect? Really?

You have to buy new clothes. You’ve put it off as long as you 
can, but now there’s no escape. The clothes are not the problem. 
It’s the dressing room, that little place with unfocused mirrors and 
a pincushion’s worth of discarded pins. You really don’t want to go 
there, but you have to. Taylor, who loves you, has come shopping 
with you, and Taylor insists that this time you are actually going 
to try these clothes on.

Taylor chooses a whole new outfit for you: shirt, pants, belt, 
even socks and shoes. Taylor puts them into your arms, points 
you to the dressing room, and says, “Go. I’ll wait here.” That’s code 
for “Put these on and come out here wearing them.” This time 
there’ll be no carrying the clothes out and promising, “They fit 
fine.” This time, Taylor wants proof.

It’s the mirrors, the pins, and the stiffness of it all that gets you. 
The mirrors in the dressing room are on three sides, showing you 
a profile you didn’t know you had. It’s shocking to see what others 
look at every day. Maybe that’s why people are always smiling at 
you. The pins are everywhere in these clothes, and when you’ve 
taken twelve of them out of the shirt, there’s one more waiting in 
the collar, aimed at your artery. And then there’s the stiffness of 
it all. The shoes have a knife edge around the top, the belt won’t 
bend around your waist, and the holes for the shirt buttons act 
like they’re still sewn shut.

But eventually you have it all on. You have to go out now. Stay 
any longer and Taylor is going to come to the dressing room door 
and ask, “Are you okay in there?” To prevent that, you open the 
door and step out.
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Taylor is not alone. There’s a semicircle of people waiting for 
their loved one to come out. The sound of the dressing room door 
opening gave them all hope, so they all watch as you step out. 
Everyone looks you over, even though they know in an instant 
you’re not the one they want to see. They take in the shirt, hastily 
tucked, the belt straining to go around, the pants with one cuff 
tucked into a shoe. They all smile. It’s a smile that says, “Are you 
sure about this?”

You’re not sure. That’s the point. You know this isn’t working, 
and you are a half step from turning around and going back. But 
then Taylor takes one step forward, looks you over again, actu-
ally smiles, and says, “Perfect.” It’s so loud and so surprising that 
everyone else looks you over again. But they only smile one more 
time and then stare at Taylor with a look that says, “Really? You 
think so?”

You’ve got an answer. “I don’t think I’ve got all this on right. 
I know I missed a button somehow, and something didn’t line up 
right. And there’s still a pin in here somewhere. These shoes are 
really tight, and I think I’m standing funny in them.” Taylor hears 
all this, but it doesn’t seem to register. Taking one step closer to 
you, Taylor says it again, “Perfect.”

Now that you two are a little closer, you dare to say, “Well, if I 
got back on the diet and actually lost those ten pounds, then may-
be this would work better.” You’re 
also ready to suggest that going to 
the gym wouldn’t hurt and that it’s 
also one terrible hair day. But you 
don’t get to say that. By now, Taylor 
is right in front of you, puts a finger on your lips, stops your mum-
bling, and says for the third time, “Perfect.”

And you are, if Taylor says you are. At that point, you have to 
decide who to believe. Do you trust the mirrors in the dressing 
room and the people standing outside? Or do you trust Taylor, 

Taking one step closer 
to you, Taylor says it 

again, “Perfect.”
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who said only the same word three times, but said it as though it 
were true? I say, trust Taylor. You’re perfect.

That’s the surprising judgment of God over us. Hebrews 10:14 
says, “For by a single offering He has perfected for all time those 
who are being sanctified.” The single sacrifice of Jesus is the basis 
for the judgment of God over us. In that judgment, God declares 
us perfect in His sight. It is not a perfection of our promises or 
progress. It is the perfection of His choice, His sight over us.

In this book, we’ll study the perfection that comes from God. 
When we seek perfection from and with God, remember that it is 
a perfection of His sight and His judgment. It might be a perfec-
tion hidden from the rest of the world and, at times, hidden also 
from us. But God’s perfection joins with His distinctive patience 
to announce that which Taylor said, “Perfect.”

To hear and believe this is much like the story of the dressing 
room. For example, when we worship, we go through the dress-
ing room experience. We enter with our old clothes, stained with 
the knowledge of our sins. We put on the new clothes of forgive-
ness, and in fact, we are clothed in Baptism with Christ Himself 
(Galatians 3:27). However, when we step out of worship into the 
familiar circle of those who know us, we wonder, “Is this really 
true?” Those who see us don’t see perfection. They have that same 
indulgent smile, at best, that asks, “Perfect? Really? You think so?” 
And we would all be quick to offer up the same excuses we’ve used 
for years. You’re not perfect, but you’re trying. If work wasn’t so 
busy right now, if Mom didn’t make you so angry every time you 
talked, if all the bills didn’t come all at once, you’d be better.

To all that, God takes a step closer and says, “Perfect.” Again, 
you don’t see anything close to perfection, but you might suggest 
to God that, given a little more time, you could be better. Maybe 
if you started getting up earlier and had a more peaceful start to 
the day, did some thinking and praying. Maybe if you didn’t watch 
the news so much and get so upset by everything that’s happening. 
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Maybe . . .

In the midst of the maybes, God steps right up to you, puts 
His finger on your lips, and stops your mumbling, excusing, and 
promising. He looks deeply into your eyes and says, “Perfect.” He’s 
not talking to someone else, and He’s not talking about a someday 
you won’t likely ever see. He’s talking about you, now, and it’s true.

Perfection Is Married to Patience
God’s declaration of “Perfect” is true, but it takes time for us 

to take it all in. That’s the role of patience, one of the great spiri-
tual gifts. But patience is not 
only a gift for us to exercise. 
Patience is the quality per-
haps most married to God’s 
perfection. God’s view of us 
as perfect includes His di-
vine patience. He declares us innocent as a timeless, eternal truth. 
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). This perfection is our present reality 
and is the partner with God’s patience over us. God’s patience is 
built upon His declaration that we are perfect in His sight, a sight 
that doesn’t change. Because of that judgment, God has all pa-
tience with us.

Patience can only last where God’s perfect judgment is already 
in place. Imagine if we were not already justified in our relation-
ship with God. Then what patience with God might we find? If we 
were not declared to be justified by Christ’s sacrifice and resur-
rection, if we were not declared to be innocent and even perfect 
in God’s sight, how long would His patience last? Patience looks 
for progress. Patience wants promises kept. Patience needs a pur-
pose for all its waiting. But despite our best intentions, we find 
ourselves faltering in a Romans 7 frustration. The good that we 
would do, we don’t, and the evil that we would end, we continue 

God steps right up to you, 
puts His finger on your lips, 

and stops your mumbling, 
excusing, and promising.
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in it. Left to that failure, we can only wonder when God’s patience 
will end. We would have to conclude with Paul in Romans 7:24 
“Wretched man that I am!” God’s patience should end with a 
thunderclap, a lightning bolt, and His words of agreement, “Yes, 
you are wretched!”

But God’s patience is founded on the perfection that has al-
ready come in His Son. At Jesus’ Baptism and His transfiguration, 

the Father says, “This is My beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased” 
(Matthew 3:17; 17:5). God doesn’t wait 
anxiously for a dimly reflected, quickly 
passing perfection that we might offer 
Him. He doesn’t snatch a moment of 
perfect reflection, a spiritual firefly that 

glows only long enough to be noticed but never long enough to be 
kept. God has seen perfection on earth already in Christ. He has 
seen that perfection in His Son for eternity and displayed that 
perfection throughout His years on earth. Now God has extended 
that perfection to us. He sees all those in Christ in a marriage re-
lationship with His Son—He as the true, ideal Husband and we 
believers as the perfect Bride. Paul describes God’s view of us in 
that marriage relationship with Christ, who has “cleansed her by 
the washing of the water with the word, so that He might present 
the church to Himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish” (Ephe-
sians 5:26–27). This view of absolute perfection brings patience. 
In fact, perfection and patience make up the wedding party, the 
maid of honor and the best man.

Weddings take ages to plan, and they prove that by never 
starting on time. Weddings need patience. It is often not the fault 
of the bride but someone else like the photographer who shows 
up an hour late. The groom is left waiting and wondering what’s 
taking so long. A wise groom just waits and says, “No problem. 
She’ll be perfect.” Only a fool greets his bride at the altar by saying, 

Patience can only 
last where God’s 
perfect judgment 
is already in place.



Finding Peace in God’s Plan for You!     11

“You’re late.” A wise groom greets her, no matter what the time is, 
and says, “You’re perfect.” She is exactly the vision he has always 
had. It’s not that he could only now see her like this, dressed with-
out blemish or imperfection. He’s always seen her this way. That’s 
what happens when patience and perfection come together. 
When these two are at the center, that’s a marriage that lasts.

God creates that union between Himself and us. He supplies 
both the perfection in His view of us and the patience by which 
He waits and walks with us. We learn at least a measure of His pa-
tience and trust upon His perfect plan and will. We begin to adapt 
our expectations to Psalm 46:10: “Be still, and know that I am 
God.” Knowing the perfection of God’s power and mercy, we can 
say with David in Psalm 27:13–14, “I believe that I shall look upon 
the goodness of the Lord in 
the land of the living! Wait 
for the Lord; be strong, and 
let your heart take courage; 
wait for the Lord!” While 
we haven’t seen yet all that 
God plans to do with and for us, the sharing of His patience with 
us must be one of the most important steps He has in mind for us.

This combination of patience and perfection is the foundation 
of this book and the seven biblical themes we’re going to discuss. 
The repeated actions of God in the Bible show an interplay be-
tween these two. Patience and perfection need each other to be 
fulfilled. Taken separately, they would stand out in any list of what 
we expect of God. We might even put them at the top of our list 
of what defines God for us. He is perfect, of course, and He is pa-
tient toward us. However, we’re speaking of more than qualities 
on a list. We want to see how these two interplay throughout our 
understanding of God and our relationship with Him. To do that, 
our understanding of God’s perfection has to be broadened a bit. 
We likely want an instant perfection, but greater patience might 
be needed in our understanding of God.

He supplies both the 
perfection in His view of us 
and the patience by which 

He waits and walks with us.
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Our Perfection Is Brittle
It was perfect. Just look at it. Get closer if you want, but don’t 

touch it! Your fingerprints would be the first thing wrong with it. 
Just look at it. You don’t need to inspect it because there’s nothing 
wrong with it. Just take it all in. From every angle, see what you 
knew you would see. Perfection.

I hope you’ve had this experience. Was it your first new car? 
Maybe it was the diamond engagement ring, still in the box. It 
was your first home, the house you actually were buying, not just 
renting. One way or another, I hope you’ve seen perfection at first 
sight.

Of course, perfection is a brittle thing. It’s waiting to break at 
our first touch. Even looking too hard might be too harsh. Look-
ing too hard might invite us to imagine some imperfection that 
we never noticed before. Perfection is a sharp point, a single mo-
ment that neither waits nor lasts. And so, given just a bit of time, 
that new car became the old, dented thing you sold for less than 
what was your single monthly payment. After a year, the house 
needed new gutters, a new roof, a new garage door, and a new 
furnace. It still looks good as you drive to it, but you’re wondering 
if it wouldn’t look even better if you were driving away from it.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if perfection both existed and last-
ed? What if new cars stayed new, right down to that wonderful 
smell? What if new houses always had clean walls and new car-
pets with no worn paths? And let’s have engagement rings always 
express not just the hope but also the reality of a perfect relation-
ship. We’d all agree: let perfection come, and let it last.

Wouldn’t God be for this, our desire for perfection? After all, 
God is the ultimate in perfection Himself. He has no error, no 
fault, no weakening or stopping. Isaiah 40:28 says, “Have you not 
known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow 
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weary; His understanding is unsearchable.” God’s perfection was 
expressed in Genesis 1 and 2 through His creation, and His own 
judgment on all He made was “It is 
good.” We have every reason to ex-
pect that God will bring about per-
fection as a central quality by which 
we know Him. Further, wouldn’t it 
be reasonable for God to protect that 
perfection when it comes? We can’t lock up a car in a sealed ga-
rage or safeguard every carpet in our home, but couldn’t God 
keep His world just as He wants?

Perfection Comes in Pieces
However, this expectation has several problems. First, how do 

we know what perfection is? What we judge perfect is limited by 
the little we know. We’re far from Eden, so our experience with 
perfection is a worn hand-me-down. In this area especially, we 
are children, as Paul said. “For we know in part and we prophecy 
in part, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away” 
(1 Corinthians 13:9–10). Perhaps we need a wider view of what 
might be called perfect.

I know a man, Brady, who restores motorcycles to like-new 
condition at his shop, Retrospeed in Belgium, Wisconsin. When 
he’s done, the bike is at least as good as it was when it left the 
Honda, Ducati, or Suzuki factory fifty years ago. His bikes are 
masterpieces that are on the cover of national magazines, and 
they sell for deservedly high prices. With even a glance at one of 
his bikes, you would say, “Perfect.”

But that’s not how he finds these bikes. For example, when a 
1977 Ducati 900 SuperSport came into his shop, it was in terri-
ble shape. Engine dead, tires flat, chrome scratched, chain rusted 
solid. In other words, it was perfect. Perfect because it came in 
pieces. Perfect because it gave Brady something to work on and 

Perfection is a 
sharp point, a single 
moment that neither 

waits nor lasts.
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perfect because, while it was found in a field in Texas, it was final-
ly in Wisconsin, ready to be worked on. Perfect because it showed 
Brady’s talents. When you hear the story of the restoration, you 
want to see what Brady started with just as much as you want to 
see the completed bike. You need the “before” pictures to appreci-
ate the “after” pictures.

Perhaps we don’t recognize God’s perfection because we want 
only the “after” pictures. We want to be the “after” picture of per-
fection. We imagine that we could embody perfection now if God 
would only set His hand to the task; we imagine that He should 
and could keep us in that perfect state. However, our sad experi-
ence living east of Eden is that we are always in motion, either 
motion toward God’s perfection or away from it. In this life, with 
the burden of original sin, we cannot achieve any lasting state of 
perfect living. We’re declared justified by God’s grace and are seen 
as innocent by God’s choice through the sacrifice of His Son. But 
our actual experience feels far from that, so we end up echoing 
Paul in Romans 7:18–19: “For I have the desire to do what is right, 
but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, 
but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing.”

Any perfection we might have is not in the place we are now. 
Our present location is not perfection. Tomorrow’s destination 
won’t be perfection. Only our direction might be our perfection. 

Since we’re in motion, our sole hope is 
that we are in the direction of God’s plan. 
Paul again speaks of this in Philippians 
3:12–14: “Not that I have already ob-
tained this or am already perfect, but I 

press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me 
His own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. 
But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining for-
ward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” Our restoration process is 
long, much like Brady working on a forty-year-old Ducati. If there 

We want to be 
the “after” picture 
of perfection.
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are pieces strewn about and things seem more apart than togeth-
er, remember, you should have seen how it looked when it came 
in. So we also are declared perfect by God even in the middle of a 
long restoration, far from any visible perfection.

That restoration is a daily journey. Our direction, however 
small and faltering, comes under that grace of God and is even 
found acceptable to Him purely by grace. Every parent who has 
taught a daughter or son to drive knows this use of “perfect” in 
regard to motion and direction. You take your daughter out to 
drive, or even better, to practice parallel parking. It won’t be fast 
or pretty. But you’ll say “Great” and “Perfect” a lot. As long as the 
wheel is turned roughly in the right direction, the transmission 
is in reverse or drive as it should be, and her foot is on either the 
brake or throttle, but not both at the same time, it’s “Perfect.” You 
might still end up a foot from the curb with the left front fender 
sticking out a little in the traffic lane, but “Honey, it’s perfect.”

So God is in motion with us. Our vision of perfection might 
be a spotless Lexus parallel parked on the street, three inches 
from the curb. But God understands that we’re a hand-me-down 
Honda with one wheel, at best, a foot from the curb. But in Christ, 
God declares us perfect. Again Paul speaks of this at the end of his 
discussion on the thorn in the flesh and his request that God re-
move it. God’s answer helps Paul recognize this perfection in im-
perfection: “But He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for 
My power is made perfect in weakness.’ There-
fore I will boast all the more gladly of my weak-
nesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me” (2 Corinthians 12:9). Our perfection 
is in God’s proclamation that we are not guilty; 
His proclamation is complete and perfect by the work of Christ. 
We see this perfection in action in how God patiently walks with 
us in our weakness and demonstrates His power through our fal-
tering steps.

In Christ, 
God declares 

us perfect.
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God’s Method of Perfection
So one of the challenges we have is seeing God declare an ac-

tive perfection over our imperfect motion. We see perfection by 
God’s declaration of mercy, not by any state we have achieved. But 
another challenge of God’s unique perfection is recognizing the 
means He uses to express this mercy. We can understand that we 
might not be perfect, but certainly we can expect God to be. Yet 
when we see His mercy in action, it looks far from perfect.

Of course, God is perfect by any standard of holiness. Isaiah’s 
breathtaking view of God announces this with the cries of the 
seraphim: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth 
is full of His glory” (Isaiah 6:3). But Isaiah is also afraid of God’s 
holiness because he is a man of unclean lips, living among equally 
sinful people: “Woe is me! . . . For my eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts!” (Isaiah 6:5). Given such a view as this, our awe 
and fear of God’s perfection would be just as immediate and 
obvious.

We can see this expression of God’s perfection repeatedly in 
the Old and New Testaments. One of the biblical themes in this 
book, “What Does Greatness Look Like?” expresses this expecta-
tion. The transfiguration of Jesus might be the highpoint of this 
visible and convincing perfection. Jesus shines like the sun while 
the Father speaks from the clouds. The sight and sound of such 
perfect glory reduce the disciples to an Isaiah-like fear coupled 
with a desire to see more. God’s perfection draws us close enough 
to watch but distant enough to escape.

However, God has chosen a different method of perfection 
through the ministry and especially the death of Jesus. His per-
fection is that of the servant, the One who emptied Himself and 
became obedient to death, even death on the cross, as Paul sum-
marizes in Philippians 2:6–8. He is the One who chose on the 
cross to be despised: “He had no form or majesty that we should 
look at Him, and no beauty that we should desire Him. He was 

When we see 
His mercy in 
action, it looks 
far from perfect.


