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DECEMBER 1

Hope Comes

Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest! 
(Luke 19:38)

In order to have hope, a beggar must go to someone who has 
money, a sick person must find a physician, and a needy subject 
must present himself to the king. That’s ordinarily how it works. 
But in Advent, we are reminded of something quite extraordinary: 
God’s kingdom doesn’t work that way. Advent in Latin means “he 
comes.” Advent is not about us going to God. It’s about God com-
ing to us. The Rich Man coming to the poor. The Healer coming to 
the sick. The Significant One coming to the insignificant.

Hope is confident trust in what is not seen. Advent hope is 
confident trust in the Person who currently is not seen but who has 
promised to come for us in glory on the Last Day. That Person is 
God in the flesh, our King, Jesus Christ. How comforting it is that 
He is the same King who has already come to us in lowliness. He 
rode into Bethlehem in a virgin’s womb to be born for us as a child. 
He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey to die for us as our Savior. He 
is the same King who now rides into His Church on humble bread 
and humble wine to help poor, sin-sick, and needy sinners with 
His mercy.
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DECEMBER 2

Our Little Child of Hope

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and 
the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child 
shall lead them. 
(Isaiah 11:6)

Dr. Luther preached in one of his Christmas sermons that if 
he had come to Bethlehem with the shepherds, he would have 
thought none of what they heard and saw made sense. He’d ques-
tion whether this babe could be the Messiah. He’d likely proclaim 
it all to be sheer nonsense and the Christian faith in what hap-
pened that night to be foolishness.1 But long before it happened, 
Isaiah also prophesied an image of nonsense. He painted a picture 
of predatory animals dwelling in peace with their prey and a little 
child in their midst. That child is Jesus Christ, the Son of God and 
Prince of Peace. Isaiah’s picture can only make sense because of 
that child in the middle.

You know your wolf-like tendencies. You know your beastly 
passions. You know how you’ve feasted on the good name of oth-
ers. Yet, despite it all, Jesus, the little child of hope, gathers you 
around Him at His altar and imparts to you—the undeserving—
His peace that passes all understanding. He gives you this peace 
because He grew up into adulthood to let your sins feast on Him 
at the cross. He gives you this peace because He rose again so that 
you might now feast on His very body and blood for forgiveness, 
and so that you might let His Spirit tame and lead you.

What hope! An Eden prophesied
Where tame live with the wild;
The lamb and lion side by side,
Led by a little child! 
(LSB 342:1; text: copyright © 1998 Stephen Starke; admin. CPH)

1 See the great Reformer’s sermon “Shepherds” in Martin Luther’s Christmas Book, edited by 
Roland H. Bainton (Minneapolis: Augsburg Press, 1997).
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DECEMBER 3

Beautiful Child

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three 
months by his parents, because they saw that the child 
was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s 
edict. 
(Hebrews 11:23)

It is a good thing that hope means “confidence in what is not 
seen.” There was not a reason for hope to be seen anywhere by the 
Hebrew slaves in Egypt. They saw chains. They saw taskmasters. 
They saw their baby boys being tossed into the Nile River. But they 
saw nothing that could give them hope.

Their only hope was in a merciful God. And one day, He gave 
them hope in something they could see—a beautiful child. This 
child’s mother hid him for three months and then laid him in a 
basket along the banks of the Nile River. The child, Moses, was 
rescued from the Nile, he was spared, and he grew up to be the 
Hebrews’ savior from slavery.

Born into this world as slaves of sin, in bondage to Satan, and 
under the unforgiving taskmaster of the Law, our situation was 
hopeless. But the same God of mercy who delivered Israel out 
of Egypt also sent us hope in the form of a child. What Child Is 
This? Jesus Christ, our beautiful Savior, whose mother laid Him 
in a manger. He is beautiful because He was willing to be man-
kind’s Savior from sin, Satan, and the power of death by dying an 
ugly death and rising again to beautify ugly sinners through Holy 
Baptism.
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DECEMBER 4

Living Hope

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. 
(1 Peter 1:3)

How fitting it is that it is the apostle Peter who preaches to us 
about the living hope we have through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. Peter often failed. In his failures, we see our 
own. We, too, have been ambitious for our own glory. We, too, 
have lacked courage. At times, we have even denied our Lord by 
our silence and opposed His will by our actions. Any hope of sal-
vation that we might have can only come from outside of us. If we 
look to ourselves and our own efforts, our situation is hopeless.

But our God and Father caused us not only to be born but also 
to be born again—that we might live in hope of eternal life. We 
didn’t decide to be born, nor did we decide to be born again. Salva-
tion is a gift through Holy Baptism from the heart of our merciful 
Father in heaven. The same Father sent His only Son to be born on 
earth. He succeeded in the flesh where we have failed. He died in 
the flesh and rose again in the flesh that He might grant living hope 
to flesh-and-blood sinners such as Peter and us. 
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DECEMBER 5

Zechariah’s Hope

But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, 
for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth 
will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.”
(Luke 1:13)

Faithful Zechariah lived in hope. Even though he and his wife, 
Elizabeth, were advanced in years, he prayed in hope that they 
would be blessed with a son. Moreover, Zechariah was described 
as righteous (see Luke 1:6), which meant he lived with the even 
greater hope that God would send the Messiah as He had prom-
ised. However, faithful Zechariah was not very faithful when he 
doubted the angel Gabriel’s announcement that God was about to 
fulfill His promise. As a result, God took away Zechariah’s ability 
to speak for a time. Zechariah became a voiceless priest.

Yet this priest would speak again when the Lord kept His 
promise and blessed Zechariah with a child named John. John’s 
birth meant the coming of an even greater child. What Child Is 
This? This child is Jesus Christ, our blessed hope. This child is the 
Messiah whom Zechariah longed for. This is the child whose birth 
caused angels to sing on earth. This is the child who was born to 
be the most faithful Priest ever—one who in every respect was 
tempted as we are yet never succumbed to those temptations (see 
Hebrews 4:15). He is the Priest who was willing to be silent as He 
went to His atoning death and resurrection for our justification. 
This heavenly Priest now intercedes for us at God’s right hand.
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DECEMBER 6

The Great Appearing

For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly 
wait for the hope of righteousness.
(Galatians 5:5)

We normally don’t value waiting. We often complain about 
waiting in line at the store or waiting in stalled traffic. We’re 
bothered because we consider waiting a waste of time. But then 
there’s the kind of waiting that we enjoy, the kind that can even be 
exciting. Consider the people waiting for their loved ones to arrive 
at an airport. Consider the fans eagerly waiting for autographs af-
ter a professional football game. There is such joy when the people 
being waited for finally appear.

The Holy Spirit, given to us in Holy Baptism, has made us the 
kind of people who wait eagerly. And as Paul says in Galatians, it 
is for the hope of righteousness that we eagerly wait. Don’t be de-
ceived into thinking this world will go on as it always has. Rather, 
we eagerly await the glorious appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Righteous One. By His life, He fulfilled all righteousness for 
us, and by His death, He paid for all our unrighteousness. In our 
Baptism, we graciously receive Jesus’ completed and perfected 
righteousness. That righteousness will come to fruition in our glo-
rification on the Last Day. Until then, the Holy Spirit helps us wait 
eagerly with great joy. 


