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“Christendom has witnessed a virtual Renaissance in Lutheran 
apologetics in the past generation, led in no small measure by the 
tireless efforts of scholars, like Professor Quist, who have wisely 
seen that the incarnational and cross-centered focus of Lutheran 
theology provide a most sure foundation for a factually verifiable 
proclamation of Christ and Him crucified. This volume presents 
proof to a legal certainty that indeed ‘these things were not done 
in a corner’ but are instead founded on ‘many infallible proofs’ 
that have convinced a legion of skeptics of the truth of Christian 
claims.”

—Craig Parton, AB, MA, JD, Trial Lawyer and United States Director of 
the International Academy of Apologetics in Strasbourg, France

“The Reason I Believe is a fitting title for this book, because my good 
friend Allen Quist has been a prominent leader in explaining the 
reasons for being a Christian for decades as a professor and state 
legislator. This is a clear explanation of Christian evidential apolo-
getics, appropriate for the college classroom and below. Professor 
Quist ably explains the ministerial use of reason in the Bible by 
going through passage after passage of Scripture in which Christ 
and His followers use reason to explain and defend the Christian 
faith. His explanation of natural law and its use in apologetics is 
the best I’ve ever seen.”

—John A. Eidsmoe, Colonel, MSSG 
Pastor, Assn. of Free Lutheran Congregations 

Professor, Oak Brook College of Law & Government Policy

“In The Reason I Believe, Allen Quist reveals ‘the forgotten and un-
told secret of our time’ (p. 163), namely, that the apostles ground-
ed their teaching of Christ’s resurrection upon well-supported and 
widely known facts, which secular authorities also documented 
during the first and second centuries AD. Quist identifies four 



objective criteria by which to distinguish true from false prophets in 
the Old Testament era, and four objective criteria by which to distin-
guish reliable from unreliable accounts of the chief events recorded 
in the New Testament. Avoiding academic jargon, he makes Chris-
tian apologetics accessible to a broad audience, equipping the rising 
generation to ‘share the gospel and the evidence of its truth’ (p. 161).”

—Ryan C. MacPherson, PhD 
Chair, Dept. of History,  

Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, Minnesota

“Allen Quist’s book The Reason I Believe: The Basics of Christian 
Apologetics is a remarkable contribution to the defence of biblical 
faith. Most writers in the field restrict themselves to a very narrow, 
philosophical-theological approach, betraying their own lack of con-
tact with today’s world of unbelief. In diametric contrast, Professor 
Quist, with dual careers in college teaching and active politics, offers 
exactly the kind of answers so badly needed. His book is focused, lit-
erary, and solid in Reformation scholarship—just the thing for pas-
tors and church members who want to reach the seeking unbeliever 
but do not know how to do it.”

—Dr. John Warwick Montgomery, PhD (Chicago),  
DThéol (Strasbourg), LLD (Cardiff) 

Professor-at-Large, 1517: The Legacy Project, Irvine, CA, USA  
Director, International Academy of Apologetics, Evangelism,  

and Human Rights, Strasbourg, France 

“The word apologetics scares a lot of people, because they think that 
refers to an exceedingly intellectual treatment of complex matters. 
Such is not the case with this book. Allen Quist offers us an extreme-
ly readable, biblical presentation in clear and accessible language. 
This book is thoroughly scriptural and impressively relevant. And 
Quist’s occasional use of the insights of C. S. Lewis warms my heart!”

—Dr. Joel Heck, Professor of Theology, Concordia University Texas
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Foreword

Apologetics is the task of defending the Christian faith. Examples of it 
abound throughout the course of Church history—from the apostle Paul at 
Mars Hill to the 1940s BBC broadcast talks of C. S. Lewis that were eventual-
ly published as Mere Christianity. And, certainly, the twenty-first century has 
seen its fair share of apologetic activity. There are quite literally hundreds 
(even thousands) of books, websites, documentaries, and other media that 
address the various challenges of our day. But much of this material is either 
highly technical or focused on a specific challenge. So there is and always 
will be a need for a basic orientation to the apologetic task that is broad in 
scope but incisive in focus. The Reason I Believe provides exactly that. 

Over the course of fourteen chapters, this book introduces its readers 
to the essentials of the apologetic task. After first answering the important 
question of “What is Christian apologetics?” and offering biblical examples 
of how the apostle Peter himself used apologetics, this book immediately fo-
cuses, as did Peter at Pentecost, where any proper Christian apologetic ought 
to begin—with a defense of the deity and, therefore, the authority of Christ. 
This is followed by chapter-length treatments of other essential topics such 
as arguments for the existence of God, the reliability of the Old Testament, 
a biblical response to the problem of evil, and the scientific problems with 
Darwinism. And to all this is added a final chapter promoting the use of 
natural- law reasoning in non-Christian environments. 

Throughout the work, Professor Quist remains committed to a fact-based 
defense of Christianity. This is distinct, for a good portion of contemporary 
works on apologetics take a more philosophical approach. Those that do so 
typically go on the offense and attack non-Christian worldviews by exposing 
their logical inconsistencies. This is normally followed by a description of the 
Christian worldview by highlighting its internal coherence and consistency 
with the basic laws of logic and other philosophical first principles. 

But our culture is philosophically illiterate. Appeals to philosophical first 
principles and the laws of logic are often lost on people. But it is hard to dis-
miss facts. They are, as John Adams famously put it, stubborn things. They 
stand out as evidence of something that cannot merely be written off or 
forgotten. They remain a firm and unalterable witness to events of the past. 

Here is where Professor Quist distinguishes himself. He presents and 
advances fact upon fact—including some that are often overlooked—to 
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demonstrate the correspondence between the world of hard fact and the 
claims of Christianity. It is this relationship that illustrates and verifies the 
meaningfulness and truthfulness of Christianity. No other religion or world-
view can account for itself this way. 

The subsequent pages of this book will be well worth your time and at-
tention. In an age such as ours, with all its moral and religious confusion, a 
basic orientation to apologetics is becoming increasingly vital for all Chris-
tians, including both pastors and laity. Professor Quist has achieved just 
the right balance for both, providing a robust yet succinct overview of the 
evidence of the Christian faith. 

Dr. Adam Francisco
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C H A P T E R  1

What Is Christian Apologetics?1

In 1521, Martin Luther was called before Holy Roman Emperor Charles V at 
the Diet of Worms (diet meaning “a formal meeting,” and Worms being a city 
south of Frankfurt). At that meeting, Charles demanded that Luther recant 
all he had said challenging the authority of the pope and the Roman Catholic 
Church. What Charles heard instead was Luther’s defiant statement:

Unless I am convinced by the teachings of Holy Scriptures or by 
sound reasoning—for I do not believe either pope or councils 
alone, since they have often made mistakes and have even said 
the exact opposite about the same point—I am tied by the Scrip-
tures I have quoted and by my conscience. I cannot and will not 
recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither safe nor 
right. Here I stand. God help me. Amen.2 

With these few words, Luther clarified one of the most important prin-
ciples of orthodox Christianity—that all doctrine must have its foundation 
solely on God’s Word. This standard applies to Christian apologetics as well.

While Bible studies usually focus on matters of teaching—on doctrine, 
and rightly so—a study on apologetics, in contrast, does not concentrate on 
doctrine, at least not directly, but rather on whether the basis of our doctrine, 
the Bible, is trustworthy. Christian apologetics deals with the question of 
whether Scripture—and Christianity—is true. 

The word apologetics comes from the Greek word ἀπολογία (apologia), which 
means “to defend a person or thing.”3 The Anchor Bible Dictionary defines  

1  This chapter could also be called “What Is Lutheran Apologetics?” because it is based on the 
Lutheran principle that Scripture alone forms the foundation for our faith and life. 

2  Nohl, Luther, 107.
3  Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon, 65. 
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Christian apol-
ogetics deals 
with the ques-
tion of whether 
Scripture—and 
Christianity—is 
true. 

apologetics as being “the art of persuasion employed by the 
Early Christians.”4 Dr. Rod Rosenbladt explained that apolo-
getics is the presentation of arguments for the truthfulness 
of the Christian faith.5 

The apostle Peter admonished us to be ready to make use 
of apologetics. In 1 Peter, he wrote that we should always be 
“prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect” (3:15).6 That is, we should be ready to present our 
reasons, including our evidence, for being Christians. We derive our English 
term Christian apologetics from this text in 1 Peter.

The main application of apologetics is to mission work and evangelism. 
In America, up until the 1980s or so, Christians could verify the Gospel mes-
sage simply by quoting the Bible. That is not always the case today—we can 
no longer assume that mission prospects see the Bible as trustworthy. Even 
many churches and church-related institutions actually deny that the Bible 
is reliable. Some of these bodies accordingly also deny that the Bible is God’s 
Word. In a sense, we are back to New Testament times, when neither Jesus 
nor the apostles assumed their listeners would believe what they said just 
because they said it. Neither did the apostles assume that non-Jewish listen-
ers would recognize the authority of the Old Testament. For these reasons, 
Jesus and the apostles presented evidence to demonstrate that what they 
said was true. Today, Christians do well to follow their example. 

Additionally, the Greek word apologia has two parts: apo, meaning “from,” 
and logia, as used in 1 Peter 3:15, meaning “logic.”7 Peter urged us to be ready 
to defend the Christian Gospel message and to do so from logic, that is, by 
providing arguments and evidence to substantiate the truth of the Gospel 
message. Here, “providing arguments and evidence” does not refer to using 
philosophical discourses or speculation. On the contrary, it’s referring to the 
presentation of hard facts—the kind of evidence an attorney would use in 
a court of law, the kind of evidence the Bible itself used to substantiate its 
truthfulness: historical artifacts, credible documents, eyewitness reports, 
and the like. 

In New Testament times, apologia was commonly used to denote a speech 
of a defendant in a court of law. In such a speech, a defendant would present 

4  Anchor Bible Dictionary, 302. 
5  Rosenbladt, “Beyond Culture Wars,” 1.
6  This passage is usually considered to be the sedes doctrinæ (basis) for Christian apologetics. 
7  Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon, 381.
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reasons and evidence in an attempt to disprove the accusations against him. 
In 1 Peter 3, Peter implored us to be ready to give our reasons for the hope 
that we have. That is, we should be ready to give our reasons, including our 
evidence, for believing that the Gospel message of Jesus Christ is true. 

In his second epistle, Peter gave us a striking example of how he person-
ally presented such evidence. He said, “For we did not follow cleverly devised 
myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 Peter 1:16). Here, Peter 
argued that we can be assured of the truthfulness of everything he told us 
because he and other disciples were there; they were eyewitnesses of Jesus 
in all His divine glory. Peter meant that he and the other apostles were eye-
witnesses in the same sense that someone is an eyewitness in a court of 
law—someone who can give trustworthy testimony because he was there 
and saw and heard it all for himself (see 1 Corinthians 15:5–8). 

John’s Gospel provides us with numerous examples of the reasons Peter 
said we should be ready to supply to those who are willing to hear. John, for 
example, explained that the reason so many people came to welcome Jesus 
into Jerusalem is they had heard that Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead 
(John 12:18). John also explained why he recorded these reasons and evi-
dence when he said, “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in His name” (John 20:30–31). John told us that he recorded 
many of the “signs” (miracles) Jesus performed so we would have evidence, 
so we would have proof, that Jesus is who He said He was—the promised 
Messiah, God in the flesh and Savior of the world. John also explained why he 
wanted us to conclude that Jesus is the Messiah—namely, that “by believing 
you may have life in His name” (v. 31). The purpose of apologetics is leading 
lost sinners to a saving faith in Jesus Christ. Apologetics is not about win-
ning arguments; it’s all about leading people to faith in Jesus, the Messiah. 

In other words, the purpose of apologetics is demonstrating 
the truth of the glorious message that Jesus Christ, God in the 
flesh, came to live a perfect life and die a sinner’s death in our 
place so that by faith in Him we can be forgiven and live in fel-
lowship with Him in the here and now and forever in paradise.

About this Gospel message, Paul said, “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek” 
(Romans 1:16). Genuine, Bible-based apologetics is effective 

Apologetics is 
not about win-
ning arguments; 
it’s all about 
leading people 
to faith in Jesus, 
the Messiah. 
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because it leads lost sinners to Christ. The power to save is 
not in the promotion of living of a good life, nor is it achieved 
by obtaining sophisticated understanding or knowledge. The 
power to save lost sinners is in the Gospel message of Jesus 
Christ and in this Gospel message alone. 

When Paul said the Gospel is the “power of God for sal-
vation to everyone who believes” (v. 16), he was speaking of 
much more than just an intellectual assent on our part as to something be-
ing true. He was referring to receiving a new spiritual life of faith that is 
accomplished only by the power of the Holy Spirit. This new spiritual life is 
God’s gift to us because of His grace and His grace alone. Only God can create 
this new spiritual life of faith, as Paul said, “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result 
of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9).

In His conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus Himself emphasized that 
faith is a new spiritual life created by the Holy Spirit. Jesus said,

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be 
born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s 
womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:3–8)

In this way, Jesus clarified that saving faith is far more than a mental conclu-
sion we come to in our own minds. Here, Jesus explained that the creation 
of saving faith is a miracle, a creative act of God the Holy Spirit. By creating 
faith in us, the Holy Spirit has called into existence something that wasn’t 
there before—a new living spiritual entity that is now part of who we are and 
unites us in fellowship with God Himself. The role of apologetics is to help 
us realize that this glorious Gospel message is true, and when we heed this 
message, the Holy Spirit creates a living faith within us. 

TWO FORMS OF APOLOGETICS

There are two forms of apologetics: offensive and defensive. The apostle 
John illustrated offensive apologetics in his explanation of why he record-
ed many of the signs Jesus performed, especially the resurrection (John 
20:30–31). John did so, he said, to convince his readers that Jesus truly is 
the long-awaited Messiah. Offensive apologetics directly points to the truth  
of the Gospel message. Jesus gave us numerous examples of this type of apol-

Genuine, Bible- 
based apologetics 
is effective be-
cause it leads lost 
sinners to Christ. 



14 The Reason I Believe

ogetics—for example, when He raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11:38–44). 
Even Jesus’ enemies recognized the significance of evidence like this, saying, 
“‘If we let Him go on like this, everyone will believe in Him’ ” (v. 48). 

Defensive apologetics, in contrast, consists of answering objections to 
Christianity. Defensive apologetics is like driving a car on icy roads in win-
ter—we know where we wish to go, but sometimes we must overcome some 
serious obstacles to get there. Jesus made use of defensive apologetics in the 
following debate between Himself and the Jewish Pharisees:

Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was 
brought to Him, and He healed him, so that the man spoke and 
saw. And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the 
Son of David?” But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is 
only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out 
demons.” Knowing their thoughts, He said to them, “Every king-
dom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house di-
vided against itself will stand. And if Satan casts out Satan, he is 
divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? And if 
I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them 
out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by the Spirit of 
God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come 
upon you. Or how can someone enter a strong man’s house and 
plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then 
indeed he may plunder his house.” (Matthew 12:22–29)

Here, the Pharisees were alleging that Jesus performed miracles by Sa-
tan’s power, not God’s. Jesus refuted this accusation by explaining their ob-
jection was irrational because Satan would not weaken his own kingdom by 
casting out demons. By answering the Pharisees’ objection, Jesus also told 
His listeners that the only reasonable explanation for His miracles was that 
He did them by the power of God, meaning He was speaking by God’s author-
ity and was, therefore, speaking the truth. Jesus’ use of defensive apologetics 
began by refuting the objection of the Pharisees. Then, by means of sound 
logic, He proceeded to a powerful proclamation that the Messiah had come 
and now stood before them. All Christian apologetics, either directly or indi-
rectly, points to the message that Jesus is the Messiah of God, who came to 
save lost sinners. 

Why, then, did most of the Pharisees reject Him? Jesus answered that 
question when He said: ‘“And this is the judgment: the light has come into 
the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their 
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works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates 
the light and does not come to the light, lest his works 
should be exposed’” (John 3:19–20). Jesus also said to the 
Jewish people, “How often would I have gathered your chil-
dren together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you were not willing!” (Luke 13:34). People don’t reject 
Christianity for lack of evidence; they do so because they refuse to believe. 
As Jesus said in Luke 16:31, “If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, 
neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.” Histo-
ry demonstrated the truth of Jesus’ words when the Pharisees and skeptics 
refused to believe even when Jesus Himself rose from the dead.

In closing this chapter, we recognize that the principles we have con-
sidered present us with a bit of a paradox: since being a Christian is totally 
a matter of faith in Jesus and entirely the result of God’s grace operating 
by the power of the Holy Spirit through the Word and Sacraments (Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper), how, then, can evidence have anything to do with it? 
In answer, we see that the evidence for the truth of Christianity is part and 
parcel of the Word’s testimony to the Gospel of Christ. Jesus’ miracles, His 
fulfillment of messianic prophecy, His resurrection, and His establishment 
of eyewitness accounts are all essential components of the Word’s testimony 
to the saving Gospel message. The doctrine of God’s declaration that we are 
forgiven and are, therefore, righteous because of what Christ has done for 
us—and the evidence for its truth—are both essential parts of the Gospel 
message. The doctrine and its verification are intertwined.8

By itself, however, defensive apologetics gets us nowhere. In evangelism 
and mission work, Christians use defensive apologetics to make offensive 
apologetics possible. Defensive apologetics is useful for removing barriers 
to the Christian faith. We use it to create openings for the successful procla-
mation of Jesus, the Savior of the world, just as Jesus Himself used it in the 
example above from Matthew 12. The power of God to save sinners is in the 
Gospel and only in the Gospel. Apologetics is sort of like a football game—we 
sometimes need to play defense in order to get the ball back and move it in 
the right direction while on offense. Our goal with apologetics, always, is 
effectively presenting the saving message of Jesus Christ to all who are lost. 

8  Christian apologetics makes use of the ministerial use of reason—that is, reason as an instrument 
based on God’s Word—but Christian apologetics rejects the magisterial use of reason, reason that 
places itself above God’s Word. Christian apologetics rejects rationalism as a methodology for 
knowing religious truth. 

People don’t reject 
Christianity for lack 
of evidence; they 
do so because they 
refuse to believe. 
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QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW AND DISCUSSION

1. What if a non-Christian were to ask you why he or she should 
become a Christian instead of a follower of another religion?  
What would you say?

2. How do you think the apostle John might have answered that  
question?

(The rest of this book is intended to provide additional information that 
should be helpful in answering questions such as these.)
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C H A P T E R  2

Peter’s Use of Apologetics  
at Pentecost

This chapter further explains the nature of Christian apologetics by describ-
ing how Jesus’ twelve disciples—in particular, the apostle Peter—used apol-
ogetics in their proclamation of the Christian Gospel message. The disciples 
were committed to telling the world only what was true and would give the 
world the best possible evidence to demonstrate that the Gospel message 
was true. We will focus on the apologetic content of the first recorded speech 
(also known as a sermon) given by one of Jesus’ disciples, Peter, whose speech 
to the onlookers on the day of Pentecost is recorded in Acts 2.

ACTS 2:1: PETER EXPLAINS IMPORTANT CRITERIA FOR BEING ONE  
OF THE TWELVE

Acts 2 begins as follows: “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all 
together in one place” (v. 1).

To understand the apologetic nature of Peter’s sermon, we first need 
to understand who Luke, the author of Acts, was describing when he said 
“they.” Who were these people who were filled with the Holy Spirit on Pen-
tecost? For this answer, we look to the first chapter of Acts, where Peter clar-
ified that on the day of Pentecost there were only eleven disciples present 
because Judas had committed suicide (Acts 1:18–19). 

Peter then described the necessary qualifications for any man to be eligi-
ble to replace Judas. He said: 

“So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time 
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from 
the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from 
us—one of these men must become with us a witness to His  
resurrection.” (Acts 1:21–22)

Peter, here, emphasized that for anyone to be an acceptable replacement 
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for Judas, he must have been with Jesus for the entirety of Jesus’ earthly min-
istry, including His Baptism, death, resurrection, and ascension into heaven. 
He further clarified that to be part of Jesus’ inner circle of disciples, the man 
must have personally witnessed everything so he could serve as a witness to 
the world regarding everything Jesus had said and done. 

To understand the significance of this criterion, we must recognize that 
by the word witness, Peter meant eyewitness. Peter was referring to the kind 
of witness who, for instance, would be of particular importance in a court 
of law—someone who could give reliable, firsthand information about what 
Jesus had said and done. Peter made it clear that someone possessing sec-
ondhand accounts or unsubstantiated stories would not be allowed. He and 
the other disciples made sure they would give the public only that testimony 
which was completely accurate. That way, the public would have good rea-
son to recognize it as such. The disciples subsequently chose a man named 
Matthias to replace Judas. 

ACTS 2:2–15: PETER REFUTES FALSE ACCUSATIONS

Acts 2 continues as follows:

And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty 
rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sit-
ting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested 
on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spir-
it and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from ev-
ery nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came 
together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hear-
ing them speak in his own language. And they were amazed and 
astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we 
hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 
And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What 
does this mean?” But others mocking said, “They are filled with 
new wine.”
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But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and  
addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let 
this be known to you, and give ear to my words. For these people 
are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of 
the day. (vv. 2–15) 

Peter continued his sermon by refuting the false accusation that he and 
the other apostles were speaking in the native languages of their listeners 
because they were drunk. To refute this allegation, Peter appealed to the 
common knowledge of his Jewish audience, who knew that at that time Jews 
did not drink to excess in the early morning hours. (It’s not that they never 
drank too much, but if they did so, it was in the evening, not in the morning.) 
By example, Peter shows us that there are times when we, too, should an-
swer objections to the Gospel message since these objections may prevent 
our audience from hearing the message of Christ. 

ACTS 2:16–21: PETER DELIVERS HIS FIRST ARGUMENT

Peter continued by saying: 

But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:

“ ‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams;

even on My male servants and female servants
in those days I will pour out My Spirit, and they shall 
prophesy.

And I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;

the sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.

And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” (2:16–21)

Peter here presents his first line of argument and evidence for the truth 
of the Gospel message—namely, that his audience was witnessing the par-
tial fulfillment of the Old Testament prediction of the prophet Joel that the  



20 The Reason I Believe

coming of the Messiah would be accompanied by miraculous events, includ-
ing the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on both men and women, young and 
old, and even on those of lowly estate.9 In this way, Peter began to develop his 
first argument for the truth of the message of Jesus as Savior of the world—
that Jesus fulfilled the messianic prophecies of the Old Testament.

ACTS 2:22–23: PETER DELIVERS HIS SECOND ARGUMENT 

Peter then said: “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that 
God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves know” (2:22).

This is Peter’s second argument for the truth of his message—that Jesus 
performed numerous and sensational miracles in their midst and thereby 
established the His own authenticity and the truthfulness of His claims. As 
proof, Peter again appealed to what was commonly known among the Jews; 
he said, “You yourselves know [of these miracles]” (v. 22). The miracles of 
Jesus were, in fact, widely recognized, and as we will see later, even Jesus’ 
enemies admitted He performed miracles. 

Since Peter was speaking to a Jewish audience, they would have known 
that one of the characteristics of true prophets of God was their ability to 
perform miracles. Up until the time of Jesus, no prophet had met this test 
more admirably than Moses, who was instrumental in the parting of the 
Red Sea—a sensational miracle that allowed the Israelites to cross over the 
sea on dry ground while the pursuing Egyptian army was drowned (Exodus 
14:13–31). Even the Samaritan woman with whom Jesus spoke at the well 
of Sychar understood this test—the ability to perform miracles—for deter-
mining true prophets. When Jesus revealed to her that He knew things no 
ordinary man would have known, the woman at the well replied by saying, 
“Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet” (John 4:19). 

We should notice that Peter appealed to nonbiblical evidence to establish 
his assertion that Jesus performed miracles when he said, “As you yourselves 
know” (Acts 2:22). Peter understood his audience, knowing they would have 
received numerous reports—nonbiblical reports—about the miracles of Je-
sus. We previously observed that Peter also used nonbiblical information to 
answer the objection about drunkenness. Peter’s example indicates that we, 
too, should not only understand to whom we are speaking but also make use 
of nonbiblical information in our evangelism and mission work. This non-
biblical information includes secular historical records as well as the records 

9  As is not unusual for messianic prophecies, Joel described signs of both the first and the second 
comings of the Messiah. 
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of those associated with the New Testament Church. It 
also includes historical artifacts that verify the biblical re-
cords as well as provide additional details to the what the  
Bible records. (We will discuss more of this in the following  
chapters.)  

We should also note that Peter forcefully proclaimed that 
his listeners had broken God’s moral law by saying, “This 
Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and fore-
knowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men” 
(2:23). Peter’s sermon, and every sermon recorded in Acts, contains both Law 
and Gospel. There are no exceptions.

ACTS 2:24–32: PETER DELIVERS HIS THIRD ARGUMENT 

Peter then said:

“God raised Him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was 
not possible for Him to be held by it. For David says concerning 
Him,

‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for He is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
my flesh also will dwell in hope.

For You will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let Your Holy One see corruption.

You have made known to me the paths of life;
You will make me full of gladness with Your presence.’

“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch 
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us 
to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that He would set one of his descen-
dants on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection 
of the Christ, that He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did His 
flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all 
are witnesses.” (vv. 24–32)

This brings us to the third and most important piece of evidence Peter 
presented in support of Jesus being the Messiah of God: His resurrection 
from the dead. We notice the fulfillment of prophecy and the testimony of 
numerous eyewitnesses are used to verify the truth of Jesus’ resurrection. 
The arguments for the truthfulness of the Gospel message are intertwined. 

Peter’s sermon, 
and every sermon 
recorded in Acts, 
contains both Law 
and Gospel. There 
are no exceptions.
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We also notice that the resurrection of Jesus is far more than 
apologetics—it is also a critical doctrine of Christian theol-
ogy. In the resurrection, doctrine and apologetics are inter-
connected. 

Jesus Himself had predicted that the primary evidence 
for His being the Messiah would be His resurrection from 
the dead: 

So the Jews said to Him, “What sign do you show us 
for doing these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy 

this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then 
said, “It has taken forty- six years to build this temple, and will 
You raise it up in three days?” But He was speaking about the 
temple of His body. When therefore He was raised from the dead, 
His disciples remembered that He had said this, and they believed 
the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. (John 2:18–22)

It would be difficult to overstate the profound impact Jesus’ resurrection 
had on His disciples. The effect of the resurrection on Thomas is recorded for 
us in John’s Gospel:  

Eight days later, His disciples were inside again, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then He said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see My hands; and put out 
your hand, and place it in My side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” (20:26–28)

The response of the other disciples must have been similar. Something 
incredible must have happened on that Easter Sunday to transform disciples 
who were once frightened, disillusioned, confused, and directionless men 
into courageous and highly focused spokesmen for the marvelous good news 
that Jesus had risen from the dead. As a consequence of Jesus’ resurrection, 
they insisted and knew beyond all doubt that He was indeed the Messiah of 
God, who had come to seek and to save those who are lost. 

This radical change in the disciples was not what anyone had expected. 
The Jewish rulers had bribed the Roman guards to say the disciples had sto-
len Jesus’ body. So if the resurrection was a lie, these disciples knew it was 
a lie. But all the disciples were willing to die, several of them by crucifixion, 
rather than change their story. And while people may die for a lie, they won’t 
die for something they know is a lie. The disciples were so bold because they 

In the resurrec-
tion, doctrine and 
apologetics are 
interconnected. 




