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       hat is the Lutheran Reformation? It has been interpreted in various ways through the     
            centuries. Some have defined it as a heroic event led by an individual of great fortitude and 
resolve, throwing off the bondage of church and an outmoded culture. It has been viewed as a Ger-
man national event, even the birth of nationalism. It has been viewed as a decisive moment when 
modern man, conscience freed, broke through the maze and haze of authority and suppression of the 
inherently free individual. Protestant liberals look to Martin Luther as the author of freedom from 
the authority of texts, be they Bible or Confession. At its core, the Lutheran Reformation was none 
of these things. 

 All these attempts to explain the Reformation are abortive, not because they are insufficient, but  
 because they are false. Despite the kernel of truth which they contain, they are misleading. They  
 are necessarily misleading because they do not approach the Reformation from that point of  
 view from which alone it can be understood—from the point of view of the reality of the  
 church. (Hermann Sasse, Here We Stand [St. Louis: Concordia, 1966], 50)

The Reformation was a call to repentance. It was a call to restoration, not revolution. It was a move-
ment to acknowledge the sole sufficient grace of God in Christ Jesus, apprehended by faith alone, 
and doled out in the Word of God preached, in Baptism, Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper. Luther 
called the church to absolute dependence upon God in Christ’s cross and to the sole authority of Holy 
Scripture for all matters of doctrine and life. The cry “Repent,” first uttered by John the Baptist (Mat-
thew 3), was repeated by Jesus Himself immediately following (Matthew 4). The first of the Ninety-
five Theses states, “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ says ‘Repent,’ He wills that the entire life 
of the Christian be one of repentance.” Repentance recognizes that we are beggars who only receive; 
indeed faith itself is a gift. Only repentant faith lays hold of grace, which is all gift, and all gift in Christ 
alone. Repentance bows before the majesty of Christ and His blessed Word. 

This faith—sola fide, sola gratia, solus Christus, sola scriptura—is anything but nostalgia. The faith of 
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the New Testament, the faith of Luther, lives today and is found most fully 
in orthodox Lutheranism. And The Wittenberg Project is anything but 
nostalgia. The long and winding road from purchase to dedication of this 
building is but a flash in the 500-year history of the Lutheran Reformation. 
This project is about a continual call to repentance for all of us, and a call 
to faith in the Christ of the Scriptures, so eloquently confessed in the Lu-
theran Confessions. That is why the building is also a church plant. That is 
why the Old Latin School shall be a hub of activity promoting the catholic 
and apostolic faith of the Lutheran Reformation. That is why the Missouri 
Synod and her confessional sister church in Germany (SELK) are partners 
in this extraordinary endeavor. That is why the building at the epicenter of 
historical Lutheranism will be a beehive of activity for advancing the faith. 

At the eve of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, the world will turn 
its eyes, if only for a moment, to Wittenberg. But the burgeoning Lutheran 
churches of the southern hemisphere will, with ever-increasing intensity, 
continue to look toward Wittenberg. As I’ve traveled the globe these past 15 
years, I’m shocked at the rising interest in this Lutheran faith—this Christ 
of the Scriptures taken seriously—an interest predominantly and numeri-
cally in the southern hemisphere. The Old Latin School—built in 1564 by 
August, Duke of Saxony (the same August who funded the Book of Con-
cord)—where for at least 250 years the old Lutheran faith was taught to 
boys, from its new inception will gather Lutherans from around the world 
as we all endeavor to come to greater clarity on the faith once delivered to 
the saints. The very opening week (May 2015) will, Deo volente, see a con-
ference of some 120 confessionally oriented Lutheran leaders from around 
the world. And the building, its pastors and staff, will welcome university 

students, pastors, laypeople, and hundreds of thousands of tourists who visit 
Wittenberg yearly, with the Gospel of the free forgiveness of sins in Christ. 

Many have worked on this effort. Many more have contributed, and none 
more than Dr. Bruce G. Kintz and Concordia Publishing House. We thank 
God for Rev. David Mahsman, Managing Director, who has been indefati-
gable. We thank God for the International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg 
and its capable board members, especially Chairman Rev. Michael Kumm 
and Bishop Hans-Jörg Voigt of the SELK. We thank God for Rich Rob-
ertson and the Lutheran Church Extension Fund, for their expertise and 
strong support. We thank God for David Bueltmann and David Rohe, who 
years ago saw an opportunity and made the dream begin. We thank God 
for Bob Claus, Wilhelm Torgerson, Ulrich Schroeder, Jobst Schoene, Mark  
Hofman, the Schroeders, and many, many others. Finally, Bürgermeister  
Eckhard Naumann of Wittenberg has been as summarily helpful as he has 
been patient and gracious. 

May this beautiful book serve as a remembrance of God’s graciousness these 
past 500 years. May we forever treasure in these last times the blessed Gospel 
of Christ, as it runs its ancient course ever anew through this effort. And may 
this message of grace come to those, from Wittenberg to the far reaches of 
the globe, who do not know Christ.

 Pastor Matthew C. Harrison
 Assistant Pastor, Village Lutheran, Ladue, Missouri
 President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
 Second last Sunday of the Church Year, AD 2014
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 utherstadt Wittenberg, Germany, is one of the world’s special places. This is not simply 
 because the town’s history goes back more than 800 years, or because it’s on the list of   
 UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) World 
 Heritage sites, or even because some very famous people once lived here. It’s because God  
 acted here in a particularly important way some 500 years ago, and as a result, we  
 are immensely blessed still today.

 Throughout all time, God has worked in and through various people to spread the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, when and where He puts them in various callings and stations in life. At the time of the  
Reformation, God chose Martin Luther and his colleagues to help restore the centrality of the Gospel  
in the Church, a blessing we enjoy to this day.

 It’s because of Wittenberg’s almost singular role in the history of salvation since apostolic times 
that there is a “Wittenberg Project” rather than a Berlin, Paris, or Rome project.

LGod works  
through people.
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Illustration below:
 Wittenberg, circa 1720. A city in the Electoral 
principality of Upper Saxony, famous for its  
university. 
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Left:
 Prince Elector August I by Lucas Cranach the Younger.

Center:
 Martin Luther by Workshop of Lucas Cranach the 
Elder (German, 1472–1553).

Right:
 Martin Luther statue in the Wittenberg town square.

 Prince Elector August I (1526–1586) was ruler of Saxony when construction began on 
the Old Latin School in 1564. (It wasn’t the “old” Latin school then, of course, but something 
brand new.) His name is on the inscription above the Kirchplatz (church plaza) door of the 
school, along with those of the pastor and mayor. The elector’s treasury funded a major part 
of the school building’s construction costs with a grant of 350 Reichstaler. The total cost of 
the original building was just over 775 Reichstaler, so the elector provided nearly half the cost.  
(By way of comparison, the second largest contributor was Wittenberg University, which gave 
just over 52 Reichstaler.)
 Elector August was a staunch defender of Luther’s theology and was especially vigorous in 
his defense of the Lutheran understanding of the Lord’s Supper over against those who were 
trying to introduce a more Calvinistic teaching in his land. August put his money where his 
mouth was, donating 70,000 Reichstaler toward preparation of the Book of Concord of 1580, 
which comprises our Lutheran Confessions and explains clearly the Lutheran understanding of 
Holy Scripture.



  n its very essence, The Wittenberg Project is Gospel ministry  
   through Christian education and evangelistic outreach. It seeks to  
reach Christians and non-Christians, though in different ways and with  
different ends in mind.
 The goal of the The Wittenberg Project is: 
 
  To honor our Lutheran heritage as we approach the 500th  
  anniversary of the Reformation by nurturing and strengthen-  
  ing the faith of Christians and introducing the Christian faith 
  to non-Christians.           
  
  Through development of a Christian education and outreach  
  center in the very birthplace of the Reformation, we will attract  
  students and visitors, promote confessional-Lutheran theology,  
  and open doors to Gospel outreach and works of mercy.

 The partners in this Gospel endeavor are The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, Concordia Publishing House, and Germany’s Inde-
pendent Evangelical-Lutheran Church (known as the SELK, short 
for its name in German, Selbständige Evangelisch-Lutherische Kirche). 
The three have established a German non-profit corporation, the In-
ternational Lutheran Society of Wittenberg (ILSW), for the sake of  
doing ministry together in the town where Luther spent his entire career 
as a reformer.

WHAT IS  
        “THE WITTENBERG  PROJECT”?

Top right:
 A view of the Old Latin School prior to renovation.

Bottom right:
 An early architect’s drawing of the Kirchplatz side of 
the building.
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 It’s understandable that many people think of 
The Wittenberg Project as an effort to renovate 
a historic building—the 450-year-old Old Latin 
School, or Alte Lateinschule—a phase of the proj-
ect that is now completed. Buildings are concrete 
(no pun intended): they can be seen, touched, and 
photographed. This particular building is impor-
tant; it’s the place where ministry happens. 
 But it’s the ministry that makes this so worth-
while.
 Through the hard work of a committee  

of LCMS and SELK educators, we have de-
veloped—and continue to develop—programs 
that range from study-abroad opportunities for 
Lutheran university and seminary students to 
youth and elder hostel retreats and pilgrimages. 
We have even created a “confirmation capstone” 
immersion experience that will invite congrega-
tions to bring their confirmands to Wittenberg 
for a fuller understanding of their Lutheran  
heritage and their part in God’s mission.
 “If we manage to create an atmosphere in 
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[the Old Latin School] that enables those who 
study there to have a keener understanding of 
their mission and to help them do mission, that 
part is a success,” said Rev. Roger Zieger, direc-
tor of SELK’s Lutheran Church Mission and 
a member of the ILSW supervisory board. “It 
should be a place where the participants get a 
state of mind, a habit, that furthers the mission 
of God in the world.”
 The Wittenberg Project isn’t just “con-
tinuing education” for Christians, however. 
It also provides us with a platform for Gos-
pel outreach to those who visit Witten-
berg and to the people who live in Witten-
berg and the surrounding region. This may 

Top left: 
 Real estate agent Eber-
hard Wattrodt, in tan jacket, 
shows the Old Latin School 
in 2006.

Top right: 
 Among those who met 
in June 2006 to lay the 
groundwork for The Wit-
tenberg Project were (from 
left) Jonathan Schultz and 
Dr. Bruce G. Kintz of Con-
cordia Publishing House; 
Rev. Dr. Wilhelm Torg-
erson, who proposed the 
project; and Rev. Dr. Robert 
Roegner, then executive di-
rector of the former LCMS 
Board for Mission Services.

Bottom right:
 The Supervisory Board 
of the International Luther-
an Society of Wittenberg 
(ILSW), guests, and LCMS 
Eurasia missionaries, who 
were meeting in Witten-
berg at the time, gather at 
the Old Latin School for a 
photo in January 2013.

Previous page, top:
 Pioneers of The Wittenberg Project met together in 
June 2006. Among them, from left, were Dr. Bruce G. 
Kintz; Rev. Dr. Robert Rosin, who teaches Reforma-
tion history at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; Jonathan 
Schultz; Rev. Roger Zieger, then the SELK superin-
tendent (district president) for the area that includes 
Wittenberg; and Rev. Dr. Wilhelm Torgerson, then a 
member of the SELK Kirchenleitung (church council), 
who formally proposed the project.

Previous page, bottom:
 LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison listens 
to a presentation at the January 2013 meeting of the 
ILSW Supervisory Board.
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be the place where the Reformation began, but today only about 15 to  
18 percent of the people here profess to be Christian. Reaching the non-
Christians with the Gospel isn’t easy, but with God, nothing is impossible. 
One day, we hope to see a SELK congregation here where those who live in 
this place are fed the bread of life through Word and Sacrament.

Top right: 
 Rev. David Mahsman; Dr. Bruce G. Kintz; and Rev. Dr. Lawrence 
Rast, president of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, pay 
attention during an ILSW board meeting in January 2013.

Bottom right:
 Participants in a January 2013 meeting of the ILSW board walk 
down Wittenberg’s Juedenstrasse toward the Old Latin School.
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Bottom left:
 Rev. David Mahsman, managing director of the ILSW, Dr. 
Bruce G. Kintz, and Bob Claus of St. Louis, who helped with 
raising funds for The Wittenberg Project, tour the construc-
tion site in January 2013.


