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To my beloved daughter 
Georgette Elizabeth Bragdon, 

Beautiful in the image of her mother, 
Redeemed by our common Lord, 

A faithful servant of the Most High; 
Wife and companion of Dennis, 

A young Timothy in our beloved church.

Indeed, a woman who walks 
In the tradition of Sarah, Ruth, Lydia, 

And the mother of our Lord.

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, 
the fruit of the womb a reward.” (Psalm 127:3)
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Introduction
Why another pastoral prayer book? Are there not enough on the 

market? The question deserves some kind of answer, at least an apol-
ogy of sorts from the compiler and writer of this one. With the daily 
weight of the ministry, can one do less than begin each day with Word 
and prayer? This daily beginning constitutes one half of the need; the 
other half is found in the lack of suitable materials. 

This, then, is a Lutheran, pastoral, devotional prayer guide, 
centered in the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. In most 
devotional books for pastors, reading of the Scriptures is not a major 
feature, and the use of the Lutheran Confessions is nonexistent. Many 
volumes do follow a set of liturgical readings; however, it seems to 
this pastor that any daily personal, pastoral prayer and study pro-
gram ought to be based on an intensive reading of God’s Word. The 
Scripture reading guide covers fifty-two weeks and is arranged accord-
ing to the Daily Lectionary introduced on pp. 299–304 in Lutheran 
Service Book (2006). The Psalms are read daily for six days and the 
Proverbs selection is for Sundays.

The liturgical approach to God’s Word is also included. There is 
a complete set of daily readings arranged for the Lutheran calendar, 
plus the feasts, festivals, and commemorations. Using both sets of 
readings each day serves as a content study of the Bible and growth 
in the liturgical life.

The appointed Sunday and festival lessons follow the Lutheran 
liturgical calendar featured in Lutheran Service Book. They include 
Series A, B, C, and One-Year. One simply follows the series appointed 
for that year. The collects are those found in Lutheran Service Book, 
with additional collects by Veit Dietrich in the One-Year Series.

The Book of Concord readings follow Concordia: The Lutheran 
Confessions, Second Edition (2006). The Confessions reading guide 
in this volume covers the Book of Concord in fifty-two weeks. No 
attempt has been made to connect or match Scripture and Confessions 
as regards content. One simply finishes reading Scripture and the 
Confessions at the same time. The average lesson in the Confessions 
is a little more than two pages a day.
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In language, the style of this revised edition is contemporary. 
Uncredited work is that of the author or from the liturgical tradition 
of the Lutheran Church, both historic and contemporary.

The hymns match those often thought of as the Hymn of the Day. 
In this way, a core of hymnody becomes part of the pastor’s devotional 
life and thereafter available for meditation and comfort.

Each morning begins with God and His Word. It is as much of 
life as eating, dressing, and the like. Holidays and vacations are no 
exceptions. Occasional days will be missed, but the endeavor is always 
made. The use of this devotional guide, or some other one, is of sec-
ondary matter. What is important is that the undershepherds set aside 
time each day for Word and prayer. Their personal faith life and pro-
fessional calling demands it.

Adapted from the Introduction by George Kraus in 
By Word and Prayer and The Pastor at Prayer (1st Edition)



Daily Devotions
1
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sunday
The Preparation

The Hymn of the Day
The Prayer of Commitment

1.
O Lord, heavenly Father, You have safely brought me to the 

beginning of this day. In the same way, defend me with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day I fall into no sin, neither run into any 
kind of danger, but that all my doings, being ordered by Your gov-
ernance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, my Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.

—Adapted from Prayer No. 409 (LSB, p. 228)

2.
Open my heart, O Lord, to the joy and worship of Your house. 

Attend Your people as they rejoice in Your presence around Word 
and Sacrament. Hear me, O Lord and Savior, because of Your grace 
and in Your name. Amen.

3.
Blessed Father, on this sacred day I remember the glorious resur-

rection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, my Lord. By His death and rising 
to life I am counted a forgiven sinner and worthy to stand in Your 
presence. Now fill my heart with an extra measure of Your Spirit 
as I prepare to worship in Your house. In prayer, in Scripture, in 
Eucharist, in song, in sermon, in all acts of worship may I lead Your 
people in a closer walk with You this day; through Jesus Christ, who 
with You and the Holy Spirit is one Lord and one God now and for-
ever. Amen.

4.
Blessed be the Father of all mercies and the God of all comfort! 

Blessed be the most holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I 
praise and bless Your holy name, now and forever. Amen.
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5.
O Spirit of the living God, be with me, Your servant, as I seek to 

guide Your people in worship and the living Word. Touch my heart, 
my mind, my tongue with the fire and wisdom from on high, that I 
may be an instrument of Your love and peace. Hear my prayer in the 
name above all names, Jesus Christ, my blessed Lord. Amen.

The Act of Reconciliation
The Confession of Sin

1.
Almighty God, my heavenly Father, on this memorial day of the 

resurrection of Your Son, I make my confession before Your throne 
of grace.

I readily confess that my sins have earned Your eternal wrath 
and judgment. I am without excuse and stand convicted before Your 
perfect law. I can only plead with the penitent tax collector: Lord, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!

Grant me Your everlasting mercy in Jesus Christ, and by the 
shedding of His most merciful blood, cancel out the handwriting that 
stands against me. I lay claim to Your gracious promise of forgive-
ness won by Your only-begotten Son on Calvary’s cross. Lord, have 
mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.

2.
Lord of heaven and earth, I confess that I have sinned by thought, 

word, and deed, through my own fault and no other. I have not been 
faithful in my service as pastor of Your flock. I have not lived the dis-
ciplined, obedient, loving life of servanthood You require of me. I 
have placed myself first and Your people last. This I readily confess 
with shame and without excuse. But through Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
my Lord, I claim Your forgiveness and renewal for this day to come. 
Hear my prayer through Jesus Christ, Your Son and my Lord. Amen. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

3.
Eternal and most blessed Trinity, comfort me with Your mercy 

and Your grace, for I cannot and will not hide my sin or my guilt from 
You. I have not deserved Your compassion and have no claim by my 
own merit on Your great forgiveness. Yet, O most merciful Lord, hear 
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my prayer and grant my request for rescue and remission; by virtue of 
the incarnation, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the cho-
sen Lamb, slain before the foundation of the world. On account of 
Jesus alone, cancel out all my transgressions, from the greatest to the 
least. Amen. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

The Profession of Faith and Praise 
of the Divine Trinity

1.
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Before 

Me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after Me. I, I am the 
Lord, and besides Me there is no savior. I declared and saved and 
proclaimed, when there was no strange god among you; and you are 
My witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and I am God. Also henceforth 
I am He; there is none who can deliver from My hand; I work, and 
who can turn it back? I am the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator 
of Israel, your King. I, I am He who blots out your transgressions for 
My own sake, and I will not remember your sins.”

Praise the Lord, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples! For great is 
His steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures 
forever. Praise the Lord! Amen.

—Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 43:10–13, 15, 25; Psalm 117

2.
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 

fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He has spoken to us by 
His Son, whom He appointed the heir of all things, through whom 
also He created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and 
the exact imprint of His nature, and He upholds the universe by the 
word of His power. After making purification for sins, He sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we 
are, yet without sin. 

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. We have 
this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into 
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the inner place behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerun-
ner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order 
of Melchizedek. Amen.

—Hebrews 1:1–3; 4:14–16; 6:19–20 

3.
I love the Lord, because He has heard my voice and my pleas 

for mercy. Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on 
Him as long as I live. Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God 
is merciful. The Lord preserves the simple; when I was brought low, 
He saved me. Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the Lord has dealt 
bountifully with you. For You have delivered my soul from death, my 
eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will 
lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord; I will 
pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all His people. O Lord, 
I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant. 
You have loosed my bonds. I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanks-
giving and call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows to the 
Lord in the presence of all His people, in the courts of the house of 
the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord! Amen.

—Psalm 116:1–2, 5–8, 12–14, 16–19

The Word and Doctrine
The Proverb for the Day

The Scripture Appointed for Sunday

The Prayers
1.

The Long Prayer of the Day
I give thanks to You, Lord and Father, for the rest and peace of 

the night and for the grace to share another day of worship with Your 
saints. On this memorial day of the resurrection of Jesus, my Savior, be 
present with Your people as they gather around Word and Sacrament.

Prepare my heart and mind for the privileged task of leading Your 
flock in worship. From my thoughts and attitudes remove indiffer-
ence, arrogance, fear, and egotism. Make me ready and eager to share 



9

the bread of life with those who gather in Your house this day. Cover 
my human frailties and errors from the congregation during the sacred 
hour, so they may see You clearly through me in spite of my faults 
and sins. May my words, my actions, and my intentions reflect the 
love of the Lamb of God who has taken away the sins of the world.

Inspire me with wisdom for the preaching of the Gospel. Enable 
me to explain and apply the living Word to the hearts and lives of 
Your people. May the words be Yours, not mine; and accompany 
them with Your Holy Spirit. Accept the prayers, the hymns, and the 
acts of worship our congregation brings to You this day. For those 
who will kneel at Your altar, may the body and blood of Christ be 
received with all repentance, thanksgiving, and joy in Your forgive-
ness. May the encounter with Your Word and Sacrament strengthen 
and build this people in the holy faith.

Be present in our Sunday School and Bible classes. Grant to all 
our teachers a love for Your Word and a concern for their students, 
both children and adults. Touch the hearts of all our parents so they 
realize the importance of their support for our educational programs.

For all who cannot publicly hear Your Word and join in the wor-
ship of the church today, for the sick, the homebound, the lonely, the 
discouraged, and the prisoner, visit them with Your mercy and help.

For the delinquents of our congregation, the lapsed in faith, and 
the indifferent; for those who worship other gods while still carrying 
Your name; and for the avowed enemies of the Gospel, visit them 
with Your enlightenment, Your renewing power.

Continue to bless Your universal Church of every tradition, espe-
cially in those countries where your children suffer persecution. Guide 
the clergy and laity alike to conform their faith and life to Your sure 
Word alone. Heal the divisions and schisms among Your people. 
Keep human personalities and ambitions to a minimum and Your 
person and will at a maximum. Make the crucified and risen Christ 
the very center of all worship, faith, and life.

Be with the seminaries of our own church. Grant us capable and 
dedicated men to study for the holy ministry. Bless our Synod with 
humble and learned instructors in theology, men who are captive to 
the Word. Be present with the Synod and District officers. Guide 
them with Your Holy Spirit, so they may reflect Your wisdom and 
will in the performance of their duties. Go with all the clergy of our 
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Church this day as they step into their pulpits to speak the Word of 
truth and share the bread of life.

Encourage our missionaries wherever they serve, both at home 
and abroad. (Especially this day I bring to your throne of grace 
_______________ name of mission field, ministers, agencies, commis-
sions, departments, boards, etc.) Remind our people to pray for them 
and support them with generous gifts of money. Let no area of Your 
vineyard wither because we have failed in our congregation to do 
what is required.

I ask for Your zeal and wisdom on our elders and deacons. Never 
let them forget the importance of their responsibilities in the spiritual 
life of Your people. Bless my ministry in this place with committed 
people for these tasks. Keep them from discouragement and bitter-
ness. May they prove to be pillars of strength and encouragement for 
all God’s people in our congregation.

And keep our officers in the congregation alert and concerned 
with the administration and growth of the parish. May our people 
support them as they lead and direct the affairs of the Kingdom in 
our common community.

(Special Requests and Thanksgivings)

Finally, Lord, accept my thanks for the privilege of serving in 
the holy ministry here in ______________ congregation. Help me 
to grow intellectually, emotionally, spiritually, so I can be a faithful 
shepherd of Your sheep. Hear my prayer through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, my Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
eternally one God. Amen. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
2.

The Shorter Prayer of the Day
O Lord, our God, You have commanded the light to shine out 

of the darkness in the person of Your only-begotten Son. Now shine 
with the power of Your Holy Spirit into my heart as I prepare for this 
day of worship. Fill me with joyous anticipation as I look forward to 
leading Your chosen people in the adoration of the divine Trinity. 
Reign in my heart that it may be responsive to Your thoughts, Your 
will, Your desires, and Your love.
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Forgive my sins of sloth, indifference, and carelessness as I ready 
myself to lead Your people in the way of peace. Grant me a clear 
vision of those holy things I am to proclaim without fear or favor, in 
the name of Your Son, our Redeemer. Speak mightily through me to 
the hearts of the faithful this day, and shower great and many bless-
ings upon them.

Assist the saints at worship this day; let not the evil one have 
power over them. Encourage all our members to gather around Your 
Word and Sacraments. May they grow in the grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Remove from their thoughts 
the sinful desires of this world, and instill in them the holy desire 
for those things that are from above. Meet all Your chosen in the 
appointed hour, and may it prove to be the high point of the week 
for all Your children.

Watch over the sick and homebound. Shelter them from pain 
and loneliness and preserve them from a sense of futility and despair. 
Through Your Word, reveal to them that none of Your children suf-
fer in vain or without Your divine permission. Strengthen them with 
Your support and healing presence.

Be with all the ministers of our Church who stand in Your pul-
pits today. May they speak with the authority of the Holy Spirit, well 
grounded in the living Word. Grant them the presence of Your holy 
angels to keep them in all their ways. Crown with success the spoken 
Word, the Gospel of Christ, in all Your churches this day.

(Special Requests and Thanksgivings)

Finally, Father in heaven, accept my thanks for all Your mercies, 
though I have not deserved them. It is by Your grace alone I serve in 
the ministry of Your Church. Hear my prayer through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, my Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, eternally one God. Amen. 

Alleluia! The Lamb who was slain lives and rules eternally! 
Alleluia!

3.
The Liturgical Prayer of the Day

With thankful and grateful hearts for all the good and perfect 
gifts my Savior Jesus Christ has bestowed on His Church, especially 
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the gift of Himself, the forgiveness of sins, the Means of Grace, and 
the many opportunities to serve in the Kingdom:

O most glorious Trinity, I praise You and consecrate myself 
to Your service this day.
With thanksgiving and praise for the free gift of grace in Jesus 

Christ, the only-begotten, and for the sacrifice of Calvary and the full 
remission of all sins which the precious blood of the Lamb without 
spot has won for me and all mankind:

O most glorious Trinity, I worship You and consecrate myself 
to Your service this day.
For the hour of worship and Your people assembled around the 

Word and Sacraments, for the revelation of the most high and holy 
Trinity in the Sacred Scriptures, and to the only true God and Lord, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:

O most glorious Trinity, I adore You and consecrate myself 
to Your service this day.
For establishing the holy ministry in Your Church, for the men 

and women who pray and work to make our worship beautiful and 
meaningful, and for the congregation of saints who gather to wor-
ship and serve in Your vineyard:

O most glorious Trinity, I revere You and consecrate myself 
to Your service this day.
For the proclamation of the Gospel of the crucified and risen 

Savior in ______________ congregation, for the right administra-
tion of the Sacraments, for the pure exposition of the divine Word, 
and for the upbuilding of the saints in their most holy faith and life:

O most glorious Trinity, I laud You and consecrate myself 
to Your service this day.
For those who serve the sick and the dying, for the brothers and 

sisters in the household of faith unable to attend public worship, for 
those who counsel the distraught and the erring with Your powerful 
Word of wisdom, and for all who share Your grace with those in need:

O most glorious Trinity, I glorify You and consecrate myself 
to Your service this day.
For all programs of Christian education, the instruction of the 

young and the spiritual growth of all Your followers; for the teachers 
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committed to Your Word, and especially for all who work with youth 
and small children:

O most glorious Trinity, I exalt You and consecrate myself 
to Your service this day.
For the commitment of Your people to a life of service and stew-

ardship, for the many talents You have granted our congregation, for 
the vision of Your people in the service of Your kingdom, and for 
the many blessings that have enabled us to be Your faithful servants:

O most glorious Trinity, I honor You and consecrate myself 
to Your service this day.
For the many missionaries who carry the light of the Gospel to 

the far cor ners of the earth, and for the seminaries, which train men 
to be bearers of the Word, the light of the world:

O most glorious Trinity, I thank You and consecrate myself 
to Your service this day.

(Special Requests and Thanksgivings)

For the privilege of serving in Your kingdom as a minister of the 
Gospel, for the many gifts and graces You have showered on me, for 
the many promises to help in time of need, for Your support in my 
daily rounds, and for the hope of glory You have given through the 
resurrection of Your Son:

O most glorious Trinity, I thank You and consecrate myself 
to Your service this day; in the name of Jesus Christ, my Lord 
and Savior. Amen.

The Festival Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

1.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy king-

dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.
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2.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Yes, Lord 

God, dear Father, hallowed be Your name, both in us and through-
out the whole world. Destroy and root out the abominations, idolatry, 
and heresy of those who war against the Church: all false teachers 
and the divisive spirits who wrongly use Your name and in shameful 
ways take it in vain. They horribly blaspheme and insistently boast 
that in Your name they teach Your Word, when in reality it is the 
devil’s deceit and trickery in the guise of Your name by which they 
seduce many poor souls throughout the world, even killing and shed-
ding much innocent blood, and in such persecution they believe that 
they render You a divine service.

Dear Lord God, convert and restrain them, that together we 
may hallow and praise Your name both with true and pure doctrine 
and with a good and holy life. Restrain those who are unwilling to 
be converted so that they are forced to cease from misusing, defiling, 
and dishonoring Your holy name and from misleading the poor peo-
ple. Amen.

––Martin Luther

The Closing Doxology
1.

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, He is One! Father Eternal, 
Son Most Gracious, Spirit of Life: to You alone I give all praise and 
glory, now and forevermore. Amen. 

2.
Praise be to the Lord Most High, the Bulwark of Israel, the Rock 

of Ages, the Redeemer of the world, the Light of the nations, the 
Judge of the peoples. Praise Him forever. Amen.

3.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with me each hour of the 

day. The love of the heavenly Father surround me each step of the way. 
The communion of the Holy Spirit be my comfort and stay. Amen.

4.
I step forward in quiet boldness, Father, for I go forth in Your 

promise with great expectations and with a triumphant joy. I praise 
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You, Lord, for I have this confidence that the day is already won 
in Your Son. I praise and glorify Your name now and forevermore. 
Amen.

5.
May the presence of the eternal God be with me, and His grace 

in my word during the hours before me—
His light to guide me,
His power to strengthen me, 
His Spirit to cheer me. Amen.

The Evening Prayer
1.

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent 
hours of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and 
chances of this fleeting world may rest on Your eternal changeless-
ness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

2.
God and Father, I thank You for the gift of this day with all its 

gifts of Your love for Your children. I especially praise You for the 
time with Your Word and Sacraments. May this involvement with 
the Means of Grace strengthen me for the week ahead. For my family, 
our health, our joys together, for the presence of Your holy angels to 
watch over us, for the rest and refreshment of this night of sleep, and 
for all and every gift You have showered on me and mine, I praise and 
thank You. Keep us all as the apple of Your eye this night; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

3.
Creator and Redeemer, Shelter, Hiding Place, Shield and 

Buckler, I commend my body and soul and all things into Your care 
and protection this night. Keep me safe until the morning when I rise 
to meet a new day in Your name. Amen.

4.
Shepherd of souls and bodies, who neither forgets His own nor 

sleeps during the hours of the night, surround us now with Your holy 
protection; shelter us under Your wings that no terror or danger of the 
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night may trouble our sleep. Hear our prayer through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord. Amen.

5.
Into Your hands this night, gracious Father, I place all that I am 

and all that I have. You alone have made me Your own for time and 
eternity. You called me into Your presence, crowned me with Your 
gifts, and have kept me in this one true faith. Now, during the hours of 
darkness, I ask for Your protection for body and soul. Grant my fam-
ily and me a restful night, that we may arise in the morning to another 
day in Your kingdom; through Jesus Christ, my merciful Lord. Amen.

monday
The Preparation

The Hymn of the Day
The Prayer of Commitment

1.
Blessed Lord, be with me in my pastorate this day. Guide my 

tongue, my heart, and my mind as I seek to proclaim Your Word of 
life. Hear me, O Lord, in the name of Your Son, who gave Himself 
for me to redeem me and make me Your servant and son. Amen.

2.
Father, thank You for the rest and refreshment of the past night 

and for Your presence during my sleeping hours. Be with me also this 
day in all the tasks I undertake in Your name. As I begin a new week 
of Kingdom work, be my Guide, my Comforter, and my Protector. 
Whatever You have planned for me in the coming days I accept with 
thanksgiving, and pledge myself as a willing instrument in Your 
hands; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord. Amen.

3.
Almighty God and Savior, Lord of the universe, King of the 

Church, with love and thanksgiving I acknowledge Your glory and 
worship You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, eternal Trinity. As I begin 
this week in Your holy name, pledge to me Your renewing grace for 
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The Time of Christmas 107
The Time of Easter   125
The Time of the Church (Series A) 153
The Time of the Church (Series B) 167
The Time of the Church (Series C) 182
The Time of the Church 
  (One-Year Lectionary) 196

The following pages contain the collects, the appointed readings, 
and the hymns according to the outline above. 

During The Time of Christmas and The Time of Easter, the 
appointed collects are the same for both the Three-Year Lectionary 
and One-Year Lectionary. For the second half of the Church Year, 
the collects vary between lectionaries, and so each are included in 
their own section. 
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the time of christmas
First Sunday in Advent

The Lection The Hymn
A Isaiah 2:1–5 332
 Psalm 122 (v. 6)
 Romans 13:(8–10) 11–14
 Matthew 21:1–11
   or Matthew 24:36–44
B Isaiah 64:1–9 332
 Psalm 80:1–7 (v. 7)
 1 Corinthians 1:3–9
 Mark 11:1–10
   or Mark 13:24–37
C Jeremiah 33:14–16 332
 Psalm 25:1–10 (v. 6)
 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13
 Luke 19:28–40
   or Luke 21:25–36
1Yr. Jeremiah 23:5–8 332
 Psalm 24 (v. 7)
 Romans 13:(8–10) 11–14
 Matthew 21:1–9

The Liturgical Lessons for the Week
M Isaiah 57:14–21
T Acts 17:22–34
W Luke 1:5–7
Th Isaiah 59:15b–21
F Revelation 1:1–3
S Luke 1:8–23 

Prayer of the Week
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection 

we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved 
by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (L01)

or

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, we bless and praise 
You forever, that You sent Your Son to rule over us poor sinners, who 
for our transgressions justly deserved to remain in the bondage of sin 
and Satan, and that in Him You gave us a meek and righteous King, 
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who by His death became our Savior from sin and eternal death. 
Enlighten, govern, and direct us by Your Holy Spirit, that we may ever 
remain faithful to this righteous King and Savior, and not, after the 
manner of the world, be offended by His humble form and despised 
Word, but, firmly believing in Him, obtain eternal salvation; through 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. (VD)

Second Sunday in Advent
The Lection The Hymn
A Isaiah 11:1–10 344
 Psalm 72:1–7 (v. 18)
 Romans 15:4–13
 Matthew 3:1–12
B Isaiah 40:1–11 344
 Psalm 85 (v. 9)
 2 Peter 3:8–14
 Mark 1:1–8
C Malachi 3:1–7b 344
 Psalm 66:1–12 (v. 12b)
 Philippians 1:2–11
 Luke 3:1–14 (15–20)
1Yr. Malachi 4:1–6 336
 Psalm 50:1–15 (v. 15)
 Romans 15:4–13
 Luke 21:25–36

The Liturgical Lessons for the Week
M Daniel 4:28–37 
T Romans 1:18–25 
W Matthew 7:13–20
Th Ezekiel 43:1–9 
F Acts 24:24–27 
S John 2:23–25 

Prayer of the Week
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-

begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You 
with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. (L02) 

or



109

Lord God, heavenly Father, by Your Son You have revealed to us 
that heaven and earth shall pass away, that our bodies shall rise again, 
and that we all shall appear before the judgment seat. Graciously keep 
us in Your Word by Your Holy Spirit. Establish us in the true faith, 
defend us from sin, and preserve us in all temptations, that our hearts 
may not be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of 
this life, but that we may ever watch and pray and, trusting fully in 
Your grace, await with joy the glorious coming of Your Son, and at 
last obtain eternal salvation; through Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true 
God, now and forever. (VD)

Third Sunday in Advent
The Lection The Hymn
A Isaiah 35:1–10 345
 Psalm 146 (v. 5)
 James 5:7–11
 Matthew 11:2–15
B Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 345
 Psalm 126 (v. 5)
 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24
 John 1:6–8, 19–28
C Zephaniah 3:14–20 345
 Psalm 85 (v. 2)
 Philippians 4:4–7
 Luke 7:18–28 (29–35)
1Yr. Isaiah 40:1–8 (9–11) 345
 Psalm 85 (v. 9)
 1 Corinthians 4:1–5
 Matthew 11:2–10 (11)

The Liturgical Lessons for the Week
M Genesis 8:20–22 
T Colossians 2:1–7
W Matthew 11:11–15
Th 2 Kings 19:20–31 
F 1 Timothy 2:5–7
S Luke 7:18–27 

Prayer of the Week
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to 

lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. (L03) 
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or

Lord God, heavenly Father, You gave Your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to become Man and to come into the world that He might 
destroy the works of the devil, deliver us poor offenders from sin and 
death, and give us everlasting life. Rule and govern our hearts by Your 
Holy Spirit that we may seek no other refuge than His Word, and 
thus avoid the sin to which we are by nature inclined, in order that we 
may always be found among the faithful followers of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, and by faith in Him obtain eternal salvation; through Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. (VD)

Fourth Sunday in Advent
The Lection The Hymn
A Isaiah 7:10–17 357
 Psalm 24 (v. 7)
 Romans 1:1–7
 Matthew 1:18–25
B 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 357
 Psalm 89:1–5 (19–29) (v. 8)
 Romans 16:25–27
 Luke 1:26–38
C Micah 5:2–5a 357
 Psalm 80:1–7 (v. 7)
 Hebrews 10:5–10
 Luke 1:39–45 (46–56)
1Yr. Deuteronomy 18:15–19 357
 Psalm 111 (v. 9)
 Philippians 4:4–7
 John 1:19–28
   or Luke 1:39–56

The Liturgical Lessons for the Week
M Zechariah 6:12–15 
T Romans 1:8–17 
W Luke 8:26–39 
Th Isaiah 51:1–8 
F Jude 24–25 
S John 3:22–30 

Prayer of the Week
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your 

might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by 
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Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (L04) 

or

Lord God, heavenly Father, it is good and right that we should 
give thanks to You, that You have given us a glorious Baptism like 
that of John the Baptist, and that therein You have promised us the 
forgiveness of sins, the Holy Spirit, and everlasting life through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ. By Your grace and mercy preserve us in such faith, 
that we never doubt Your promise, but be comforted by our Baptism 
in all temptations. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may renounce 
sin, and ever continue in the righteousness bestowed on us in Baptism, 
until, by Your grace, we obtain our eternal salvation; through Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. (VD)

The Nativity of Our Lord—Christmas
Christmas Eve—December 24

The Lection The Hymn
ABC, 1Yr. Isaiah 7:10–14 359
 Psalm 110:1–4 (v. 2a)
 1 John 4:7–16
 Matthew 1:18–25

Christmas Midnight—December 24
The Lection The Hymn
ABC, 1Yr. Isaiah 9:2–7 358
 Psalm 96 (v. 2)
 Titus 2:11–14
 Luke 2:1–14 (15–20)

Christmas Dawn—December 25
The Lection The Hymn
ABC Isaiah 62:10–12 375
 Psalm 98 (v. 2)
 Titus 3:4–7
 Luke 2:(1–14) 15–20
1Yr. Micah 5:2–5a 375
 Psalm 80:1–7 (v. 7)
 Titus 3:4–7
 Luke 2:(1–14) 15–20
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Christmas Day—December 25
The Lection The Hymn
ABC Isaiah 52:7–10 382
 Psalm 2 (v. 7)
 Hebrews 1:1–6 (7–12)
 John 1:1–14 (15–18)
1Yr. Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38 382
 Psalm 2 (v. 7)
 Titus 3:4–7
 John 1:1–14 (15–18)

Week after Christmas
Dec. 26 St. Stephen, Martyr (See Feasts, Festivals, and Commemorations, 

p. 274)
Dec. 27 St. John, Apostle and Evangelist (See Feasts, Festivals, and Com-

memorations, p. 275)
Dec. 28 The Holy Innocents, Martyrs (See Feasts, Festivals, and Com-

memorations, p. 275)
Dec. 29 Zechariah 10:6–12
Dec. 30 Deuteronomy 33:26–39
Dec. 31  New Year’s Eve (See Feasts, Festivals, and Commemorations, p. 

276)
Jan. 1  The Circumcision and Name of Jesus (See Feasts, Festivals, and 

Commemorations, p. 239)

Prayer of the Week
(Christmas Eve) O God, You make us glad with the yearly 

remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 
Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with 
sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (L05) 

(Christmas Midnight) O God, You make this most holy night to 
shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we have 
known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the 
fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. (L06)

(Christmas Dawn) Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal 
Word to become incarnate of the pure Virgin. Grant Your peo-
ple grace to put away fleshly lusts, that they may be ready for Your 
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visitation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (L07)

(Christmas Day) Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-
begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (L08) 

or

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks to You that of Your 
mercy and compassion You caused Your Son to become incarnate, 
and through Him redeemed us from sin and everlasting death. So 
enlighten our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we may ever be thank-
ful for such grace, and comfort ourselves thereby in all tribulation and 
temptation, and at last obtain eternal salvation; through Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. (VD)

First Sunday after Christmas
The Lection The Hymn
A Isaiah 63:7–14 389
 Psalm 111 (v. 9a, b)
 Galatians 4:4–7
 Matthew 2:13–23
B Isaiah 61:10—62:3 389
 Psalm 111 (v. 9a, b)
 Galatians 4:4–7
 Luke 2:22–40
C Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15 389
 Psalm 111 (v. 9a, b)
 Colossians 3:12–17
 Luke 2:22–40
1Yr. Isaiah 11:1–5 389
   or 2 Samuel 7:1–16
 Psalm 89:1–8 (v. 8)
 Galatians 4:1–7
 Luke 2:(22–32) 33–40

The Liturgical Lessons for the Week
M* Zechariah 2:10–13
T Revelation 5:1–5
W Luke 5:30–39
Th 1 Samuel 2:1–10



114

F Hebrews 3:1–6
S Luke 12:4–12

* The days after Christmas vary with the calendar. These days may be observed as 
noted above under The Nativity: Week after Christmas

Prayer of the Week
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us 

and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our 
human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made 
Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (L09) 

or

Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions according to 
Your gracious will, that in the name of Your beloved Son, we may be 
made to abound in good works; through the same, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true 
God, now and forever. (TLH, p. 57)

or

O almighty and everlasting God, mercifully direct our ways that 
we may walk in Your Law, and be made to abound in good works; 
through Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and for-
ever. (VD)

Second Sunday after Christmas
The Lection The Hymn
ABC* 1 Kings 3:4–15 410
 Psalm 119:97–104 (v. 99)
 Ephesians 1:3–14
 Luke 2:40–52
1Yr. Genesis 46:1–7 385
 Psalm 77:11–20 (v. 13)
 1 Peter 4:12–19
 Matthew 2:13–23

The Liturgical Lessons for the Week
M Song of Solomon 5:10–16
T Hebrews 6:13–20
W John 6:35–40
Th Proverbs 8:1–21
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F 1 John 5:13–21
S Mark 8:11–21

* The weekly readings will be affected by the calendar. Epiphany, January 6th, takes 
precedence over any other reading. The readings following Epiphany will then be 
used.

Prayer of the Week
Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light 

of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in 
our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. (L10)

or

O Lord God, heavenly Father, You allowed Your dear Son, Jesus 
Christ, to become a stranger and a sojourner in Egypt for our sakes, 
and led Him safely home to His fatherland. Mercifully grant that 
we poor sinners, who are strangers and sojourners in this perilous 
world, may soon be called home to our true fatherland, the kingdom 
of heaven, where we shall live in eternal joy and glory; through Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. (VD)

The Epiphany of Our Lord—January 6
The Lection The Hymn
ABC Isaiah 60:1–6 395
 Psalm 72:1–11 (12–15) (v. 18)
 Ephesians 3:1–12
 Matthew 2:1–12
1Yr. Isaiah 60:1–6 395
 Psalm 24 (v. 7)
 Ephesians 3:1–12
 Matthew 2:1–12

The Liturgical Lessons for the Week
M Zechariah 14:8–11
T Ephesians 1:7–14
W Matthew 13:10–17
Th Genesis 8:1–14
F Romans 15:14–21
S Mark 7:24–30
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Prayer of the Week
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-

begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to 
enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. (L11) 

or
Lord God, heavenly Father, You have given us the light of Your 

Holy Word, the guiding star that leads us to the Christ Child. Send 
Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive this light and 
make use of it for our salvation, and that we, like the Wise Men, when 
they were seeking the star, may not be afraid because of any hardship 
or peril, but put all our trust in Your only-begotten Son as our only 
Savior, devote our earthly possessions to the advancement of Your 
kingdom, and in all things serve Him, Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. (VD)

The Baptism of Our Lord
The Lection The Hymn
A Isaiah 42:1–9 406/407
 Psalm 29 (v. 3)
 Romans 6:1–11
 Matthew 3:13–17
B Genesis 1:1–5 406/407
 Psalm 29 (v. 3)
 Romans 6:1–11
 Mark 1:4–11
C Isaiah 43:1–7 406/407
 Psalm 29 (v. 3)
 Romans 6:1–11
 Luke 3:15–22
1Yr. Joshua 3:1–3, 7–8, 13–17 406/407
   or Isaiah 42:1–7
 Psalm 85 (v. 9)
 1 Corinthians 1:26–31
 Matthew 3:13–17

The Liturgical Lessons for the Week
M Genesis 14:17–24
T Hebrews 7:1–10 
W Matthew 12:46–50
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Th Leviticus 8:1–36 
F Acts 10:1–23 
S Luke 9:1–11 

Prayer of the Week
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You 

proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy 
Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling 
as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (L12) 

or

Lord God, heavenly Father, You manifested Yourself, with the 
Holy Spirit, in the fullness of grace at the Baptism of Your dear Son, 
and with Your voice directed us to Him who has borne our sins, that 
we might receive grace and the remission of sins. Keep us in the true 
faith; and inasmuch as we have been baptized in accordance with 
Your command, and the example of Your dear Son, we pray You to 
strengthen our faith by Your Holy Spirit, and lead us to everlasting 
life and salvation; through Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. (VD)

First Sunday after the Epiphany (One-Year Lectionary)
The Lection The Hymn
1Yr. 1 Kings 8:6–13 410
 Psalm 50:1–15 (v. 15)
 Romans 12:1–5
 Luke 2:41–52

The Liturgical Lessons for the Week
M Genesis 14:17–24
T Hebrews 7:1–10 
W Matthew 12:46–50
Th Leviticus 8:1–36 
F Acts 10:1–23 
S Luke 9:1–11 

Prayer of the Week
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of Your people who call 

upon You and grant that they both perceive and know what things 
they ought to do and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfill 
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the same; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (L13)

or

Lord God, heavenly Father, in mercy You have established the 
Christian home among us. Rule and direct our hearts, that we may 
be good examples to children and those subject to us, and not offend 
them by word or deed, but faithfully teach them to love Your Church 
and hear Your blessed Word. Give them Your Spirit and grace, that 
this seed may bring forth good fruit, so that our home life may advance 
Your glory, honor, and praise, our own improvement and welfare, and 
give offense to no one; through Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true 
God, now and forever. (VD)

Second Sunday after the Epiphany
The Lection The Hymn
A Isaiah 49:1–7 402
 Psalm 40:1–11 (v. 3)
 1 Corinthians 1:1–9
 John 1:29–42a
B 1 Samuel 3:1–10 (11–20) 402
 Psalm 139:1–10 (v. 14)
 1 Corinthians 6:12–20
 John 1:43–51
C Isaiah 62:1–5 402
 Psalm 128 (v. 5)
 1 Corinthians 12:1–11
 John 2:1–11
1Yr. Exodus 33:12–23 402
   or Amos 9:11–15
 Psalm 67 (v. 1)
   or Psalm 111 (v. 9)
 Ephesians 5:22–33
   or Romans 12:6–16
 John 2:1–11

The Liturgical Lessons for the Week
M Isaiah 1:18–20
T Titus 1:1–4
W Matthew 8:18–22
Th Leviticus 10:1–11
F Acts 26:1–20
S Mark 8:1–10


	rev_Pages from excerpt_Pastor at Prayer
	Pages from excerpt_Pastor at Prayer-2



