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Michael Eschelbach is known 
among students on the cam-
puses where he has taught as 
having the ability to address their 
questions and concerns about the 
Scriptures and God in a way that 
both speaks to them and also 
clarifies difficult matters. This 
book, compiled from questions 
he has received over the years in 
his New Testament introduction 
classes, addresses questions 
many readers of the New Testa-
ment will have and answers them 
with precision and intelligibility 
while also helping readers come 
to grips with the great theologi-
cal themes of God’s Word. These 
are just the type of questions 
every pastor has received when 
teaching the Bible, exactly the 
questions that are on the mind of 
thoughtful, serious readers of the 
New Testament. For this reason, 
this volume will prove to be a 
valuable resource for anyone, but 
especially for laypersons who are 
reading the New Testament for 
themselves or preparing to teach 
it to others.

The Big Book of New Testament 
Questions and Answers is a  
compelling read and vital  
new resource. I found myself 
captivated as page after page  
Dr. Eschelbach provides insight 
into the “story behind the story” 
of God’s Word in an easy-to-read 
format. I highly recommend this 
book for Bible study leaders, 
teachers, students and all who 
desire to experience the richness 
that comes with the Spirit-filled 
discernment of the Gospel mes-
sage and its impact on our own 
personal faith fused journey.

—Dr. Kurt Senske 
Author, The Calling:  

Live a Life of Significance  
(Concordia, 2010) 
President & CEO,  

Lutheran Social Services  
of the South

As a former student of Dr.  
Eschelbach, his excellent 
teaching comes through in this 
book as clearly as it did in the 
college classroom. The questions 
are extensive, capturing many 
things I’ve often wondered, but 
also including ideas I’d never 
before considered, which helped 
me read the text in a deeper 
way. In his responses, Eschelbach 
answers with wisdom, while 
maintaining clarity and simplici-
ty. Explanations are based solidly 
in Scripture and always point 
the reader back to Christ. This 
is a wonderful companion book 
for biblical study, whether it is a 
group or individual setting.

—Bethany Regan 
Former Student 

Concordia University Chicago 
class of 2006

—Rev. Andrew Steinmann, PhD 
Distinguished Professor 

of Theology and Hebrew 
Concordia University Chicago



Bible-believing Christians are 
aware that we live in a time in 
which the world has painted 
a target on God’s Holy Word. 
Skeptics, cynics, global religions, 
and even some Christian denomi-
nations compete with each other 
in taking pot-shots at Scripture’s 
truths. The faithful who wish to 
make an educated response to 
the questions they hear often feel 
ignorant and ill-prepared to do 
so. Which is why Dr. Eschelbach’s 
volume, The Big Book of New 
Testament Questions and Answers 
is necessary. He has done the 
research which allows us to make 
educated and evangelical replies 
to common challenges about 
God’s Word.

—Rev. Kenneth R. Klaus 
Speaker Emeritus  

of The Lutheran Hour®

Martin Luther left us a legacy 
that to this day reminds us of the 
powerful and intimate nature of 
question-asking in the formation 
of the faith. Father and mother 
sit with children who learn the 
faith through the recitation of 
the chief articles of faith, and 
through the simple question: 
“What does this mean?” And to 
this question the Word of God in 
Christ gives answer. Here, too, 
Dr. Eschelbach reminds us of the 
joy of asking good questions, 
and being guided in God’s Word 
to receive faithful answers. 
Readers will find here answers 
to real questions that are being 
asked about the New Testament. 
And they will find also a faithful 
model for how to approach the 
many questions that are yet to 
be asked.

—Rev. David Rufner 
Pastor of New Hope Lutheran 

Church, Hudsonville, MI

Dr. Eschelbach’s book is a valu-
able resource for anyone studying 
or teaching the Bible. Not only 
are the answers insightful, but 
the questions themselves help 
one realize what others wonder 
when they read these texts. 
Bible study leaders will benefit 
from seeing what questions may 
arise, even if people don’t voice 
them. Everyone will appreciate 
Dr. Eschelbach’s responses, which 
reference other Bible passages. 

—Ted Kober 
President, Ambassadors  

of Reconciliation
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Introduction

Introduction
“Students are required to submit two 

questions on the reading from the New 
Testament for each class meeting” is what 
the syllabus said. The queries that form 
the basis of this book were collected from 
more than forty sections of a course I 
teach called “New Testament Introduc-
tion.” Once collected, the questions were 
collated so that duplicates could be re-
moved and similar questions on a set of 
verses could be combined. The questions 
have been lightly edited so the reader 
might see not just what the students asked 
but how they asked it. 

Unlike commentaries on books of the 
New Testament, this work only responds 
to questions that the content of the New 
Testament generates in the minds of col-
lege students. Some questions are more 
objective in nature and simple to answer; 

most questions indicate a difficulty in the 
text or a concept addressed in the text. 
The questions these students asked are 
significant. With few exceptions, each 
time I would read what the student sub-
mitted, I found myself thinking, “That’s a 
good question.” Inviting students to ask 
their questions committed me to finding 
a way to explain the theology of the New 
Testament that would solve the puzzles 
it so often presents to its readers. There 
was no way to hurry through the writing 
of this manuscript since every question 
came from a student of mine, all of whom 
I came to know and care about during the 
course of a semester. I have endeavored 
to be as focused and brief as possible yet 
equally committed to making sure that 
the questions have been answered clearly, 
effectively, and faithfully. 
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Answering questions requires a dif-
ferent approach to writing. I was not 
the guide or architect of this work. I was 
committed to following where the ques-
tions led. I also had to start anew with 
each question, taking time to hear what 
was being asked and why the text gener-
ated the question it did. Some questions 
required research regarding grammar, 
syntax, and the meaning of particular 
words. Questions from the four Gospels 
drew upon many years of previous work 
on harmonizing the Gospels. This re-
search yielded great benefits for me be-
sides just the answers to the questions. 

Like any work that is a product of 
research, this one will never be finished. 
Reading the New Testament, the ques-
tions, and my answers are bound to lead 

to further questions as well as the discov-
ery of new observations, better explana-
tions, and more references within and 
outside of the New Testament itself. This 
text is intended to serve as a resource to 
those who read the New Testament but 
may also be a basis for individual or 
group Bible studies. 

The questions and answers appear in 
the same order as the New Testament in 
your Bible. Thus, if you are reading your 
Bible and have a question on Luke 3:5, 
for example, you can browse the section 
of Luke 3 to see if there might be a sim-
ilar question. When checking for a ques-
tion on a particular chapter and verse, be 
careful to note that a verse or set of verses 
may be included in a larger portion of the 
text.  

Acknowledgments

I am forever grateful to the students 
who asked the questions that have pro-
vided so many years of wonderful theo-
logical exercise, both in researching an-

swers and in articulating them. Many 
thanks also to Adina Archan, Jackie Scar-
borough, and Bethany Richeson, who 
helped with collating and proofreading.
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Abbreviations

AbbreviAtions

old testament
Gn Genesis

Ex Exodus

Lv Leviticus

Nu Numbers

Dt Deuteronomy

Jsh Joshua

Jgs Judges

Ru Ruth

1Sm 1 Samuel

2Sm 2 Samuel

1Ki 1 Kings

2Ki 2 Kings

1Ch 1 Chronicles

2Ch 2 Chronicles

Ezr Ezra

Ne Nehemiah

Est Esther

Jb Job

Ps Psalms

Pr Proverbs

Ec Ecclesiastes

Sg Song of Solomon

Is Isaiah

Jer Jeremiah

Lm Lamentations

Ezk Ezekiel

Dn Daniel

Hos Hosea

Jl Joel

Am Amos

Ob Obadiah

Jnh Jonah

Mi Micah

Na Nahum

Hab Habakkuk

Zep Zephaniah

Hg Haggai

Zec Zechariah

Mal Malachi

new testament
Mt Matthew

Mk Mark

Lk Luke

Jn John

Ac Acts

Rm Romans

1Co 1 Corinthians

2Co 2 Corinthians

Gal Galatians

Eph Ephesians

Php Philippians

Col Colossians

1Th 1 Thessalonians

2Th 2 Thessalonians

1Tm 1 Timothy

2Tm 2 Timothy

Ti Titus

Phm Philemon

Heb Hebrews

Jas James

1Pt 1 Peter

2Pt 2 Peter

1Jn 1 John

2Jn 2 John

3Jn 3 John

Jude Jude

Rv Revelation
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1 John

1 John

Q 1:1 If this is written by John, why does 
he use “we”? 
The “we” refers to the apostles, who 

were eyewitnesses of everything that Jesus 
said and did during His ministry and after 
His resurrection (Ac 1:15–22; 1Co 15:3–7; 
2Pt 1:16–19). 

Q 1:3–7 What, exactly, does “fellowship” 
mean here? Is it similar to the way we 

use it today to discuss church relations? 
The Greek word koinonia means “to be 

joined together” or “connectedness.” The is-
sue today is not about the meaning of the 
word but about how it comes about. People 
today assume or contend that fellowship is 
something that we can produce by our own 

Q 1:1–3 Why does John use the perfect 
verb tense so much (“we have heard”)? 

Is it to emphasize the action of these 
things? 

The predominant verb tense in these 
verses—“perfect”—stresses that the action 
is accomplished and enduring. John is us-
ing this tense so that people don’t miss the 
eternal and irreversible results of God’s re-
demption through Jesus Christ. Jesus’ own 
expression from the cross, “It is finished” (Jn 
19:30), is in the perfect tense (in the original 
Greek text), and John is drawing our atten-
tion to this. God redeemed all people of all 
time and every place in the life of Jesus; this 
fact is permanent. The only question that 
remains is whether people will realize the 
benefits of this reality (Rv 12:7–17). 
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external efforts because we want it to be 
so (like taking Communion together even 
though we don’t believe the same things); 
you cannot produce a cause by simulating 
the effect. Verse 7 makes clear that only a 
continual walk together in the truth can 
provide true fellowship; the Word always 
produces the good effect (Is 55:8–11; Mt 
7:17). 

Q 1:5–10 What is meant exactly by walk-
ing in the darkness? How do you stay 

walking in the light? 
Think first about literally walking in the 

darkness. The darker it is, the harder it is to 
know what is around you and where you are 
going. Walking in the darkness would make 
a person believe that no one else could see 
him or her (the way children hide by cov-
ering their eyes). Now, think of darkness 
as the opposite of God, truth, honesty, and 
goodness. A person who walks in the dark-
ness thinks, speaks, and lives in every way 
contrary to God’s design for life and thinks 
no one will discover this. But even if no one 
else did know, such a life is futile, unpro-
ductive, and self-destructive. The only way 
to keep walking in the light is to keep read-
ing the Word, testing for truth and honesty, 
remembering and applying that truth, and 
staying in close connection with others who 
are doing the same. As long as any part of 
our body remains connected to the body, 
it benefits from the life that is in the blood 
(1Co 12:11–27).

Q 1:7 What does it mean by “He [Jesus] is 
in the light”; isn’t Jesus the light itself? 
If we consider Jesus’ human nature, 

then John is saying that we should remain 
in the light (truth and honesty) as Jesus did. 
If we consider Jesus according to His divine 
nature, then the point is the same—just as 
the Son of God is the light and must, there-
fore, always be in it, so we should always 
walk in the light and never be apart from 
it. Consider the danger and folly of setting 
a lesser ideal. 

Q 1:8–9 Why are these verses part of our 
liturgy? Can you please explain the full 

meaning of these verses a little more? 
Human nature, since the fall, seeks 

deceit rather than truth (Jn 3:19–20). John 
is trying to deliver us from such deceit by 
showing us clearly the folly of certain con-
tentions. We use these verses at the begin-
ning of our worship for two reasons. First, 
if we are not going to be honest with our-
selves and about ourselves, there is no point 
in continuing with the worship. Second, 
worship begins with Confession and Ab-
solution so that we receive confirmation of 
God’s remedy for our failure right from the 
start.

Q 2:1 Why does he say, “if anyone does 
sin?” We all sin. 
First, God does not change the stan-

dard of life, since life depends on what the 
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standard describes. This is why Jesus said, 
“You therefore must be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt 5:48). Sec-
ond, John will go on to say very clearly that 
those who are generated by God do not sin 
and cannot sin (1Jn 3:9). But that regenerate 
soul lives within a fallen human nature that 
does nothing but sin in thought, word, and 
deed (Is 64:6). Therefore, John is echoing Je-
sus’ imperative that we be innocent, but he 
is also quick to remind us of God’s remedy 
for our failure as long as we are in the flesh 
(Rm 7:13–25). Third, there is a difference 
between the sins of someone penitent and 
struggling and the sins of someone who is 
doing so consciously and intentionally (Ezk 
18:21–32; Gal 5:16–25). 

Q 2:4 Isn’t everyone a liar? 
Fallen human nature is, above all 

things, deceitful and desperately wicked (Jer 
17:9). There is a difference between being a 
liar (you do nothing but tell lies), telling lies 
intentionally and without regret, and telling 
lies though you resist and repent of doing 
so. John is concerned with the first two cate-
gories because apart from repentance, there 
is neither faith nor salvation (Lk 3:7–9). 

Q 2:7 John speaks of an old command 
which we have had from the begin-

ning—what does this verse mean? 
Fallen human nature loves novelty—

things that are new just because they are 
new. John is offering evidence that what he 

has to say is the truth not because it is new 
but because it has always been and will al-
ways remain the truth (permanence is one 
of the characteristics of truth). Notice that 
Jesus did not do away with the Old Testa-
ment but fulfilled it; while He established 
the New Testament, this was promised and 
prophesied since the beginning (Mt 5:17; Jn 
5:19–21). 

Q 2:9 In 2:9 and 4:20, John exclaims that 
if one hates his brother and says he 

loves God, he is a liar. Why did John say the 
same thing two times in two chapters? 

Repetition is an important method of 
teaching. Repetition indicates significance 
and the necessity of a powerful response 
to some problem (Php 3:1). John speaks to 
the problem of love and hatred almost con-
stantly throughout this letter and the Gos-
pel of John (love occurs fifty-two times in 
1 John and fifty-seven times in the Gospel; 
hate occurs eight times in 1 John and twenty 
times in the Gospel). 

Q 2:10–11 Can a person be in the light 
and hate a brother and know that it is 

wrong and work on a change of heart? 
Fallen human nature is always contrary 

to the will of God. This means that a per-
son with a regenerate soul that is walking 
in the light will still think, speak, and do 
wrong. However, a person walking in the 
light is repentant—sorry for, opposed to, 
and wanting to overcome the works of the 
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flesh (Gal 5:16–25). A person who is not 
in the light might also come to know what 
he is doing is wrong and have a change of 
heart since this is God’s will and God’s work 
through ordinary means (we are His ambas-
sadors for this very purpose) and extraordi-
nary means (Paul’s conversion on the road 
to Damascus, Ac 9). 

Q 2:12–14 Why doesn’t John address 
women in this passage? Is there a 

reason why John was more poetical in these 
verses? 

One essential element of man being 
created in God’s image is responsibility. As 
God is responsible for all of His creation 
and as the Son redeemed all creation, so 
God wills every man to grow up into this 
work of supporting and protecting wom-
en and children (1Co 11:3; Eph 5:19–6:4). 
This section has a very interesting structure, 
whether a person considers it poetic or not. 
Notice how John speaks to each of the three 
groups twice: children, young men, and fa-
thers. John says something different to the 
children each time, repeats something and 
adds something to the young men, and only 
repeats what he said to the fathers. 

Q 2:15–17 How do we live in this world 
but not of it? Are we not to love one 

another if our human nature is of this 
world? What about our family? How do we 
find existence in a world we hate?

Jesus taught that a person who did not 

hate his or her family and life could not be 
His disciple (Lk 14:26). Understanding this 
verse depends on knowing what the words 
mean. For example, the word for “love” used 
in this verse means “to sacrifice everything 
for.” The word hate means “to sacrifice noth-
ing for.” It would be a tragic mistake to sac-
rifice everything for a fallen world and fall-
en human nature that are passing away and 
contrary to God’s will. Hope is realized in 
loving the soul of a person that God can re-
generate through His Word and Spirit. Such 
a regenerate soul—the essence of a per-
son—endures and awaits God’s new heaven 
and earth and is the only thing worth sacri-
ficing everything for (Heb 12:1–3). 

Q 2:18 How can we tell who the anti-
christs are? How can there be more 

than one? Wouldn’t the human nature 
in all of us be considered an antichrist 
according to these verses? How do we know 
who to trust and who not to, even in our 
congregations? Couldn’t even our pastors 
be antichrists, and then what should we do 
about it? 

The way to know about the Antichrist 
is to know Christ Himself. The Word of 
God became flesh, both in the person of Je-
sus Christ and in the Scriptures, so that we 
would have a certain, enduring, unchanging 
means of knowing the truth and discern-
ing error. Fallen human nature, like fallen 
angels, is contrary to Christ (Rm 5:8–10). 
When a religious leader is completely de-
voted to contradicting all that Christ did 
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and contrary human nature. This problem is 
made even worse because we tend to live in 
and for our human nature while leaving our 
regenerate soul to grow weak and languish 
from having so little contact with the Word 
(Is 55:1–13; Jn 6:24–69). 

Q 2:22 What is the difference between 
this antichrist and the Antichrist dis-

cussed in Revelation? 
No difference; they are the same (see 

also 2Th 2:1–12).

Q 3:1–3 Is this one of the verses to show 
that the kingdom of heaven is for little 

children because they are pure? 
The most significant part of being a 

child of God is the genetic relationship; if 
the Word of God regenerates us, then we are 
genuinely His children (Jn 1:11–13; 1Jn 3:9). 
Nevertheless, being a child of God includes 
all the characteristics of childhood that Je-
sus held up as examples for the faithful (Mt 
18:3–5, 14; 19:13–14). 

Q 3:1 What does he mean by “the world 
does not know us”? 
The word recognize or know in this con-

text has to do with realizing the significance 
of something. People, in general, clearly did 
not know the significance of Jesus Christ 
(Jn 6:24–66; 1Co 2:8). If we are disciples of 
Christ, we can expect the world to treat us 
just as it treated Him (Jn 15:18–19). 

and said in order to destroy rather than 
save, then he or she certainly qualifies as an 
antichrist in a more significant way. It may 
be that “the Antichrist” has more to do with 
false teaching/religion as a whole than with 
one particular person. 

Q 2:19 Who is he talking about going out 
from there? 
In order to be a hypocrite or deceiver, 

someone must appear to belong (Mt 23:1–7; 
2Co 11:13–15). Notice that John contrasts 
“went out from” with “continued with.” The 
essential and enduring factor in determin-
ing our relationship with God is our rela-
tionship with the Word (Jn 8:31–32; 15:1–7; 
Ac 2:42). 

Q 2:20, 27 What does anointing from the 
Holy One mean? How can he say we 

know all things? I know that I always want 
to keep learning, so why does this verse say 
you don’t need anyone to teach you? 

“Anointed” is English for “Christ.” Jesus 
was anointed at His Baptism (Is 61:1; Mt 
3:16). The ceremony of Baptism provides 
physical evidence for and confirmation of 
all that the Word of God does for us as we 
remain in it (Ac 2:38–42; 2Co 1:21–22; Eph 
1:13–14). The Word regenerates our soul, 
which brings many extraordinary benefits, 
including knowledge of all things and ho-
liness (Jn 3:1–7; 1Jn 3:9; Jer 31:31–34). The 
reason we don’t think or feel like this is be-
cause our regenerate soul lives within a fallen 
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Q 3:2 What does John mean by we shall 
“be like Him”?
There are two important parts of this 

verse that suggest answers to your ques-
tion. First, the Gospels provide us with an 
extraordinary witness to Jesus, including 
what He was like after His resurrection. 
We know that Jesus had a resurrected body, 
that He could eat and be touched, and that 
He retained the scars of His crucifixion (Lk 
24:36–43). Second, John says that we will 
be like Him “because we shall see Him as 
He is.” Paul says something like this in 1Co 
13:12; 15:3–8, 12–58. Thus, we will also have 
real, physical bodies and gladly and natural-
ly live as God intended forever. 

Q 3:4–6 How should I take John’s 
statement that no one who is in Christ 

keeps sinning? I know I am in Christ, yet 
I keep sinning. Paul says the same in Rm 
7:20–25. Because we sin, does that mean 
we don’t know God? 

We always need to distinguish between 
fallen human nature and a regenerate soul 
(Gal 5:16–25). Even after conversion, our 
fallen human nature never does what is truly 
good and never believes (Is 64:6; 1Co 2:14). 
But according to John, our regenerate soul 
never sins and knows all things (1Jn 2:20, 
25; 5:18). The existence of and enmity be-
tween these two natures in us explains what 
Jesus meant when He spoke of losing our 

life to save it and Paul’s complaint about not 
doing what he willed (Lk 9:24; Rm 7:13–25). 

Q 3:7 What does John mean when he 
says “whoever practices righteousness 

is righteous”? This sounds like works- 
righteousness.

John is trying to expose and correct the 
problem of hypocrisy. John already warned 
that a person who said he had no sin was a 
liar and made God a liar by claiming so (1Jn 
1:8–10). In this verse, John is responding to 
the claim that we can do whatever we want 
that is contrary to God’s will without reser-
vation or repentance and still be righteous. 
John’s statement is not about how a person 
could ever be righteous or be saved when 
he is not. John states a fact: the person who 
does right is righteous. If we cannot do right 
in all things as we are, then we can only be 
right because God forgives what is wrong, 
imputes to us the actual, perfect, righteous 
life of Christ, and regenerates our soul so 
that it wills and does what is right as well 
(Ps 32:1–2; 103:11–12; Jn 16:14; 1Co 1:30; 
2Co 5:21).

Q 3:8–9 What happens if someone keeps 
on sinning but was born of God? Why 

would all the sins be forgiven if sinning 
keeps happening? 

Fallen human nature always struggles 
against a regenerate soul and vice versa 
(Gal 5:16–25). What determines which 



785

1 John

nature dominates and prevails has to do 
with which nature is empowered: the flesh 
by feeding its lust for the world (things that 
are passing away) or the regenerate soul by 
a life in the Word (which endures forever, 
Jn 8:31–32; 10:27–28; 15:1–7; Rm 10:17). 
As long as we are in this flesh, we will be 
sinning. When John says “keep on sinning,” 
he means a person who consciously, inten-
tionally keeps doing what is wrong with no 
regrets or repentance (Mt 12:31–32; Heb 
6:4–6; 10:26–31).

Q 3:10 What does this verse mean? 
The Bible intends to provide clarity and 

help in discernment. Anyone can assert that 
they are righteous, and many people were, 
though their lives raised suspicions to the 
contrary. John provides a simple measure 
and explanation. Any person who genuine-
ly does what is right does so because God 
has generated and so enabled that person (Is 
64:6; 1Co 15:10; 1Jn 4:19). Anyone who is 
not doing what is right or laying down his 
or her life for a brother or sister is not of 
God but of the devil. Note that the phrase 
“children of God” is referring to a regener-
ate soul. Such a person is still doing what is 
wrong according to his or her human na-
ture but is doing so penitently and with a 
desire to do always and only what is right. A 
person without a regenerate soul cannot do 
what is right or love because such a person 
persists in and insists on refusing God (Ezk 
18:21–29). 

Q 3:15 Is it true that anyone “who hates 
his brother is a murderer”? 
Jesus taught that evil intent in the heart 

makes us just as guilty before God as evil 
deeds (Mt 5:21–48). This teaching is nec-
essary to expose the lie of hypocrisy—that 
the appearance of being righteous can make 
us righteous even if we are evil beneath (Mt 
23:25–33). The deeds we have done, like 
the words we have said and thoughts we 
have had, are not what condemn us. Our 
disposition toward sin is what matters. An 
impenitent heart rejects the grace of God 
to forgive and regenerate. A penitent heart 
clings to God’s forgiveness and is inspired 
by the Spirit to do what is right in thought, 
word, and deed (Mt 7:17–20). 

Q 3:21 Is John talking about true faith 
and commitment to God? 
John is making a simple statement of 

fact, describing one of the many benefits of 
the grace of God. Any time a person has a 
heart that does not condemn him or her, 
that person is at peace and at ease when 
thinking about being in the presence of 
God. These things—a heart that does not 
condemn us, peace, and ease before God—
are all products of the grace of God work-
ing in us through His Word and Spirit (Ps 
32:1–2; 103:11–12; Jn 16:14; Rm 8:1–4). 
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Q 3:23–24 Why does love mean we live 
by what God commands? 
There is a simple chemistry with God. 

God loves us and has commanded us to love 
one another. Anyone who claims to love 
God but ignores His command to love oth-
ers is a liar and self-condemned (Lk 10:25–
37; 1Jn 2:10–11). Love is what all the other 
commands of God are trying to accomplish 
(Rm 13:8–10). 

Q 4:1 What does testing spirits have to 
do with false prophets? How do you 

test the spirits? 
The Holy Spirit inspires prophets so 

they can speak the truth (1Co 12:3; 2Pt 
1:16–21). The devil and demonic spirits 
inspire false prophets to deceive and lie (Jn 
8:44; 2Co 11:13–15). John is reminding us 
to look past the person who is speaking in 
order to determine what kind of spirit is at 
work in him or her (Dt 18:20–22). 

Q 4:16 If God is love, why do some Chris-
tians not act lovingly?  
There is a big difference between God, 

who is love, and Christians, who are neither 
God nor free from a fallen and hateful hu-
man nature. Any Christian’s ability to love 
depends entirely on the presence of God’s 
Word and Spirit within him or her (1Jn 
4:19; Jn 8:31; 15:1–7). 

Q 4:17–21 Were there people who 
claimed to be Christian in order to 

appear “good”? 
While there is some evidence that some 

people thought highly of Christians, most 
people in most times have been suspicious, 
antagonistic, or hostile (Lk 2:52; Jn 16:2; Ac 
2:47; 21:28–30; 28:22; 1Co 4:9–14). 

Q 5:3 How can John say that God’s “com-
mandments are not burdensome”?
John does not mean to say that the 

Commandments of God are not difficult; in 
fact, they are so difficult that none of us can 
begin to keep them perfectly. But difficult 
is different than burdensome. The endless 
laws and criticisms of the Pharisees were 
burdensome because they were the inven-
tions of men and were about pretending 
self-righteousness rather than genuine love 
of neighbor (Mt 23:14–24; Lk 10:25–37; Rm 
13:8–10). The commands of God reflect His 
design in creation; this means that follow-
ing His commands is what we were created 
for and is what makes for life (Php 2:5–11). 

Q 5:4 Does God pick those who will be 
born of Him? 
The word is actually “generated,” which 

includes birth but begins with conception. 
Yes, God chose before the world was creat-
ed those who would be so generated (Rm 
8:29–30; Eph 1:4–5; see questions on these 
passages for more about election and pre-
destination). 


