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What people are saying about The Life You Crave

No matter what difficulties you are going through, this book 
will embolden you to put your hope in God. It will remind 
you that you are safe in God’s hands and deeply loved by 
Him. Let this inspiring book inspire you!

James C. Galvin, Ed.D. 
Author and Consultant, 

 Galvin & Associates, Inc.

Once again, Michael Newman demonstrates his prowess 
at tapping into the vein of our humanity and connecting it 
to profound truths from God made simple for our under-
standing. The Life You Crave will draw you in because it asks 
the universal questions of humanity, pulls on the strings in 
everybody’s heart, and invites them to find thirst-quenching 
relief in the work of God through Jesus. 

Mike Sharrow, AfC 
Managing Chairman,  

C12 Group of Central Texas

In his very clear and relational style, where God’s will and 
grace for every human being always walk side by side, 
Mike paints for us a picture of who God is and how He gets 
involved in our daily lives, who and whose we are, and what 
we’re are here on earth for. 

Beatriz Hoppe  
Multicultural Ministries,  

Lutheran Hour Ministries



 

In a world that craves everything but this, Newman gently 
persuades the reader to look more deeply at things, to look 
more intently at things, to see one’s life from God’s point of 
view for the life you need, the life we should crave above all 
else. You won’t be disappointed with this book because in it 
you’ll read about an eternal love from God that exists just for 
you, about a Savior whose gracious love makes an abundant, 
purposeful, dynamic eternal life possible for all who know 
and put their trust in Him. (For this, crave on!)

Rev. Gregory Seltz  
Speaker,  

The Lutheran Hour

Give yourself permission to be surprised by this book when 
you feel the joy and power in God’s love language: “My grace 
is sufficient” (2 Corinthians 12:9). Yes, it’s all about grace. 

Eunice Otte 
Licensed Professional Counselor

I have known and have respected Rev. Michael Newman for 
over 15 years, and I am blessed to have him as a friend. His 
books have helped open my eyes in many ways. If you have 
missed any of his books, read this one and you will know the 
blessings of faith that he shares with his readers. 

Gloria Jean Kvetko  
Gloria Jean’s Coffees



 

I’ve pulled alongside many a craving in the human heart and 
laud Mike Newman for once again redirecting our imagina-
tions to the potential God has in mind for us.

Phyllis Wallace  
Host,  

“Woman to Woman” Syndicated Radio Show  

I have had the awesome experience of witnessing Pastor 
Newman preach, and I’ve also read his books. He has a tre-
mendous ability to weave our everyday events with happen-
ings in the Bible. Never more has this skill been on display 
than in this book.

Jim Schwantz  
Mayor, Palatine, Illinois; 

Former NFL Player

Both in his preaching and in his writing, Pastor Newman has 
the unique gift of taking biblical truth and applying it to our 
everyday lives. In this book, he shows how all of humanity, 
whether biblical heroes or twenty-first-century Americans, 
have craved one thing—grace. Even more importantly, Pas-
tor Newman points us in the direction to find it.

Bryant Ambelang  
President and CEO,  

NatureSweet Tomatoes



 

Trouble and challenges are a reality in our sinful world, but 
the Lord walks with us through good and bad times. This 
book reminds us that God has a purpose for our lives and is 
always in control. 

Kay L. Meyer  
President and Host, 

“Family Shield” Syndicated Radio Program

There is a common conception that deep theology is diffi-
cult to understand. Reverend Mike Newman’s book The Life 
You Crave proves the fallacy of that idea. His use of creative 
stories, scriptural insights, and brilliant applications will take 
you to a deeper and most blessed appreciation of grace. His 
book is easy to read and deeply inspirational; you will find 
yourself touched by God’s commitment to you. 

Rev. Ken Klaus  
Speaker Emeritus,  

The Lutheran Hour

The task of theological writing is not simply to declare 
truth, but to convey that truth in a way that is winsome and 
compelling. With the wisdom of an experienced shepherd, 
Pastor Newman ably accomplishes this task. Weaving to-
gether narratives that spring from the scriptural record and 
from the headlines, The Life You Crave speaks to the basic 
challenges that confront all people and offers God’s timeless 
truth as the one enduring answer.

Rev. Dr. Joel Bierman  
Author and Seminary Professor
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The Life You Crave

Do you ever feel like there has to be more to life than what you’re 
living right now? Do you ever wonder if there is something else? 
After all, it can’t be just work, school, bills, and responsibilities. 
Even the most beautiful vacations, the most enjoyable gatherings 
with friends, and the most fulfilling relationships seem fleeting 
and temporary. Is there a bigger reason for being? Can there be a 
deeper and more meaningful reality? Or is this it? 

Please understand, “this” can be pretty nice. This world offers 
times of absolute delight and euphoria. Falling in love, the birth 
of a baby, a breathtaking sunset, the majesty of mountains and 
oceans—“this” can be downright awe-inspiring. But there’s an-
other side to “this.” It’s a shadow side. The frustrations, the valleys 
of despair, the times of drudgery, and the occasional pointlessness 
seem to highlight the fact that “this” can’t be the whole story. But 
what is? And how can you connect with a deeper and more mean-
ingful life? 

On April 8, 2009, Captain Richard Phillips was taken hostage 
by a band of Somali pirates. After a botched hijacking of the Maersk 

ONE
“I have loved  
you with an  
everlasting love.” 

Jeremiah 31:3

C H A P T E R

Your Greatest Fan
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Alabama cargo ship off the east coast of Africa, the pirates fled in 
an enclosed lifeboat. They dragged Captain Phillips inside and set 
out for the Somali coast. Once there, they planned on demanding 
millions of dollars for his release.

Phillips endured sweltering temperatures, mock executions, 
severe beatings, and frightening threats from his captors. His 
hands were bound so tightly that he still has scars on his wrists. He 
was a prisoner held by four ruthless, agitated, and greedy men. But 
in his captivity, Captain Phillips knew there was something more. 
Even as death seemed near, the captain connected with something 
no abductor could control. Phillips began to pray for his family. 
He prayed for strength for his son and daughter. He said his good-
byes to his wife. He was comforted by the thoughts of the people 
he would see in heaven. He focused on a green strut on the bulk-
head that was in the shape of a cross. Phillips wondered whether 
he would make it out of his predicament alive, but he knew the 
freedom and staying power of something much bigger than his 
captors.1

A young man named Daniel discovered the same thing. You 
may remember the biblical account of Daniel. He was probably just 
a teenager when Babylonian invaders broke through the defenses 
of Jerusalem after a bloody and ruthless siege. Hiding did no good 
as enemy soldiers flushed the royal family members out of every 
nook and cranny in the palace complex. Imagine being lined up by 
foreign enforcers and being subjected to mocking laughter, humili-
ating inspection, and an unknown future. As the prisoners were 
chained together and herded behind the warhorses of Babylon, 
these children of royalty wondered if they would live or die.



13

Your Greatest Fan

We know of four boys who were taken captive: Daniel, Hana-
niah, Mishael, and Azariah. Once they made it to Babylon, they 
were placed under guard and given the bad news: they were no 
longer royal children of Judah. Their identities were now changed. 
Their families, traditions, habits, preferences, and wills no longer 
mattered. Their past was erased. Now they would become Baby-
lonians in service to the king. First, they were stripped of their 
names. Daniel was renamed Belteshazzar. Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah were given three names you may recognize: Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. The new names paid homage to Babylo-
nian gods. No longer would the God of Israel be part of the boys’ 
lives. Their former lives were over.

As the assimilation process into Babylonian culture began, 
“Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king’s 
food, or with the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the chief 
of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself ” (Daniel 1:8). 
Young Daniel didn’t want to “sell out” his faith. The practice of eat-
ing and drinking only certain foods was a way of honoring God 
and showing that he didn’t buy into the destructive and ungodly 
practices of Babylonian culture. Daniel wasn’t going to throw his 
faith away. He didn’t want to blend in. He believed that bearing wit-
ness to the true God was more important than personal comfort. 
So he asked the man in charge to cut him some slack. Could he and 
his friends eat vegetables and drink water? If they fared well after 
ten days, they would be able to continue with their diet and follow 
the ways of their God. The Bible says, “Now God had caused the 
official to show favor and compassion to Daniel” (Daniel 1:9 NIV). 
Daniel was beginning to discover that there was more to life than 
captivity and anxiety. Even in the worst imprisonment, he discov-
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ered remarkable freedom. In dire circumstances, God stepped in 
with another dimension of reality, a deep connection that would 
sustain him for decades to come.

The results of Daniel’s diet plan were remarkable. Daniel and 
his friends were not only as healthy as the other young men—they 
were healthier! The king’s food couldn’t hold a candle to the simple 
and pure diet of the four young men who resolved to walk faith-
fully in the footsteps of their Savior God. And this was just the 
beginning of God’s miraculous intervention for His servants stuck 
in a foreign land.

What is holding you captive? What makes you search for more 
in life? What causes you to crave something better, something 
deeper? Do you feel disillusioned or bored? Are you tired of bro-
ken relationships? Do you struggle with loneliness or grief? Are 
you suffering through chronic pain or relentless depression? What 
about the crazy pace of life, unemployment, personal guilt, broken 
dreams, or wounds from your past? 

The list can go on and on. So many captors try to choke life 
out of us. To be honest, sometimes we’re our own worst enemy. 
Destructive addictions, hurtful actions, poor decisions, fearful at-
titudes, and apathetic hearts can drive us into our own sin-bro-
ken hostage situation. And we can’t free ourselves. With all our 
strength and savvy, with a world full of technology and know-how, 
we’re still helpless. We’re prisoners. But, as Captain Phillips and 
Daniel experienced, there is something more. There is life beyond 
captivity. There is freedom even in the midst of oppression. 

After five days of captivity, Captain Richard Phillips thought 
his end was near. He knew this situation wouldn’t end well. Three 
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United States navy ships surrounded the sweat- and stench-filled 
lifeboat. Phillips tried to escape, but he failed and paid the price for 
it with beatings and abuse. He knew the power of the U.S. military. 
He knew they wouldn’t let the pirates get away with their plan. He 
wondered if he was going to be destroyed with his captors.

What he didn’t know was that a cadre of navy SEALs were 
perched about a hundred yards in front of the lifeboat, getting 
ready to rescue the captain. As tempers heated up in the lifeboat 
and the captors got closer to ending Phillips’s life, precision snipers 
took aim and fired. Suddenly, the blindfolded Phillips heard only 
silence. Seconds later, a SEAL stormed into the lifeboat and an-
nounced the captain’s rescue. In shock, traumatized, shaken, and 
confused, Phillips was ushered aboard a navy destroyer. He was 
safe. He was rescued. He was now part of the greater reality that 
had been with him all along. The navy reached in and saved him.

Navy SEALs weren’t on hand for Daniel and his friends, but in 
the agonizing furnace of their enslavement, God reached in with 
precision help and a clear indication that there was much more to 
their lives than met the eye. Something bigger was at work. God 
was connecting with them in a deep and profound way. Even in 
their captivity, they were part of a greater reality, a reality that tran-
scended the fear and struggle of day-to-day life. 

Isn’t that the life you crave? Could that life ever be true for you?

Grace

The answer lies in God’s character.
Why does God care about one ship captain hundreds of miles 

off the coast of Africa? Why did He care about a group of teenagers 
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from the disobedient and corrupt nation of Judah—a nation whose 
king heard the Word of God, cut it into pieces, and threw it into the 
fire because he didn’t like what it said (Jeremiah 36:23)?

The answer is grace. When I was a kid, the prevailing definition 
of the word grace was “undeserved love.” It’s a good definition, and 
the Bible tells us that it is the primary and overriding characteristic 
of God.

It’s true that God is to be feared (Psalm 33:8). He is the Al-
mighty (Genesis 17:1). He is holy (Psalm 99:5). He cannot tolerate 
sin (Isaiah 61:8). His plan will prevail (Psalm 139:16). He will not 
share His glory with anyone (Isaiah 42:8). But above all, He loves 
us with an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3).

Even Jesus shared God’s principal quality with an inquiring 
religious leader named Nicodemus. Jesus told him, “For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through Him” (John 3:16–17).

God loved us so much that He couldn’t throw us away. Even 
after the disobedient and selfish rebellion of Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden, God hung on. Even after unthinkable corruption 
and godlessness during the time of Noah, God didn’t give up. Even 
after His chosen people turned inward and served themselves in-
stead of their Savior, God stuck with His compassionate plan of 
salvation. Even after His only Son was tortured, mocked, and killed 
unjustly on a cross, God raised Jesus to life so that we might have 
new and everlasting life. Even throughout the ugly swirl of histori-
cal unrest, corruption, and violence that has raged after Jesus’ res-
urrection and continues still today, God still loves us. He still seeks 
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us. We can’t shake Him loose.
It’s grace. Yes, it seems unbelievable—even foolish. But it is the 

only bright spot in our world. It can bring tears to our eyes, warm 
our hearts, and make us stand up and cheer. Grace is pure and 
lavish generosity. God is determined to reach us; He will settle for 
nothing less than to be connected to us. 

In December 2011, Jack Jablonski, a high school sophomore 
hockey player from Minnesota, was checked hard into the boards 
and fell to the ice. He lay there motionless while people rushed to 
his aid. The seventeen-year-old’s spinal cord was severed. After a 
number of surgeries, doctors told Jack that he would never walk 
again and would never again have full use of his hands and arms. 
But a prognosis that would have sent others into deep despair mo-
tivated Jack to keep fighting. He slowly regained use of his arms, 
and he received the 2012 CBS Courage in Sports award. Then, in 
May 2013, just one day before the United States Hockey League’s 
draft, Jack tweeted, “Dear USHL teams, just thought I’d let u know 
I am eligible for tomorrow’s draft. Sincerely Jack Jablonski.”

Someone took notice. On the night of the draft, with its last 
pick, the Chicago Steel tweeted back: “With the final pick the Steel 
draft Jack Jablonski. Congrats @Jabs_13 on becoming a member 
of the Steel!”

A paralyzed high school senior was drafted by a professional 
hockey team! Jablonski shared his surprise and awe: “Best night 
ever. #steel.”2

It was undeserved love. It was grace. 
The Bible says, “But God shows His love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). “But God, be-
ing rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, 
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even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ—by grace you have been saved” (Ephesians 2:4–5).

We were paralyzed in sin, lifeless in a draining and broken 
world, hopeless and alone in an existence that always falls short, 
but God picked us anyway. He pursued us. He stretched His hand 
into our lives to make a vital and vibrant connection. The Bible 
says, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy na-
tion, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises 
of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light” 
(1 Peter 2:9 NIV). This is the “more” we need in life. It’s the deep-
er connection and meaning. And it’s all because of grace—God’s 
amazing grace.

What We Need Most

In His grace, God digs deeply into our lives to give us what we 
need the most. Contrary to popular opinion, our greatest need is 
not wealth, popularity, success, or getting the next tech gadget. It’s 
not even finding a spouse, having a child, or staying healthy. What 
we really need is to be loved, to matter to someone. But love is not 
always easy to find.

I’ll never forget the day Pam came to visit with me. I had known 
her for about a year and a half. She was a person who had it all to-
gether. She was a polished young professional, steadily climbing the 
corporate ladder. She was respected by her colleagues for her work 
ethic and consummate professionalism. She led a balanced life, ex-
ercising regularly and participating in running events that raised 
money for worthy causes. She was articulate. She dressed impecca-
bly. She was friendly and had a smile that brightened a room when 
she entered it. She attended church faithfully and gave her time to 
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serve in youth ministry. Her life seemed perfect, but through her 
sobs, I listened to her describe her feelings of inadequacy and fail-
ure. Yes, she was successful. But it was success driven by the desire 
to receive affirmation. For too many years, Pam had tried to fill the 
hole in her heart with achievement. But after another insult from 
her father, she fell apart. She could never do enough to please him. 
She could never succeed enough to receive his affection. But how 
she yearned for the approving and affirming words of her father! 
Why wouldn’t they come? Why did he continue to bruise her frag-
ile heart? She couldn’t stop her tears as she expressed how much 
she craved the simple gift of her father’s unconditional love.

Then there was Bill. Bill had been adopted when he was six 
years old. Before the adoption, he had bounced from one foster 
home to another. Then a loving couple took him in and offered 
their hearts to him. They embraced him fully, thanked God for him 
every day, and cherished him passionately. But when Bill hit ado-
lescence, he was overcome with curiosity about his birth parents. 
More than that, he hit a wall of emotion. Why had he been given 
away? Why had he been rejected? He couldn’t shake the thoughts 
of being cast aside. So he began acting out his frustration, anger, 
and sadness. Bill’s adoptive parents did everything they could to 
try to help him. Conversation, help to find his birth parents, time 
with a counselor, gentle love and tough love—they tried it all. But 
it was no use. Bill began to lash out at his parents. He became loud 
and violent. Then his bitterness spilled over into self-destructive 
behavior. He tried to lose himself in drugs and alcohol. He got into 
trouble with the police. Then he left home. He turned his back on 
the people who had poured their lives into him. Bill’s feelings of 
rejection ruined his life. He couldn’t find the love he craved.



20

Your Greatest Fan

Oh, how we need to be loved! Oh, how we need affirmation! 

Oh, how we need someone to notice us, to let us know we really 

matter, and to approve of our lives! We may not admit it all the 

time, but it is a deep craving.

This craving is what drives our image-driven culture. It causes 

a feeding frenzy among advertisers and marketers. If clothing or 

a fragrance or a tech gadget or a car can become something that 

makes you feel significant, part of the “in” crowd, envied, wanted, 

cool, or loved—they’ve got you! They know we don’t want to be on 

the outside, so the images and slogans beckon us to be among the 

special people who are on the inside.

Unfortunately, the quest to belong, to be included, and to be 

treasured is a futile chase that never ends. These days, new prod-

ucts become yesterday’s news in the blink of an eye. Mobile phone 

companies have even eliminated two-year contracts because peo-

ple want to trade in their old phones as soon as the latest one is 

released. The temporary buzz from getting the newest thing is 

becoming shorter and shorter in duration. But the craving to feel 

better about life, to be noticed, and to be significant still rages with 

ever-growing intensity. People have even killed other people for  

the latest athletic shoes. And simmering below the violence and 

aggression is a quiet despair and self-criticism as people feel they 

can never measure up to the advertised body type or keep up with 

the latest trend that leads to popularity.

But we keep searching. We keep trying. Broken people, bro-

ken families, and a broken culture keep looking for love in all the 

wrong places. 
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Our Greatest Fan

This is not what God wants. This is not what God created you 
to be about. His intention was never to have a self-critical spirit 
dominate your life. In fact, when you put yourself down, call your-
self names, or otherwise demean yourself, God is hurt deeply. He 
is saddened when you insult His child—you! In God’s eyes, you are 
irreplaceable, carefully crafted by Him, and designed for a unique 
and noble purpose. You’re not an anonymous person in a blob of 
what we call the general population. You are God’s unique indi-
vidual. God said, “I have called you by name, you are Mine” (Isaiah 
43:1). The Bible says, “See what great love the Father has lavished 
on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what 
we are!” (1 John 3:1 NIV).

Of course, there is some truth to our self-loathing. We fail God 
and others. We don’t do what’s right. We lean toward selfishness in-
stead of sacrifice. Our imperfections are all too evident. We may be 
good at hiding our faults and denying our sin, but one honest look 
in the mirror shows how much we fall short of being truly good, 
righteous, and pure. We have reason to take a dim view of our-
selves. But as you read earlier, while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. Jesus is a friend of sinners. He came to seek and to save 
the lost. God pursues us. He’s our greatest fan.

Young Daniel discovered that. It would sustain him through 
his life of displaced servitude. God did something very special for 
these cast-offs in captivity. The closing verses of Daniel 1 tell us:

As for these four youths, God gave them learning and 
skill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel had un-
derstanding in all visions and dreams. At the end of 
the time, when the king had commanded that they 
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should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs brought 
them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king spoke 
with them, and among all of them none was found 
like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. There-
fore they stood before the king. And in every matter 
of wisdom and understanding about which the king 
inquired of them, he found them ten times better than 
all the magicians and enchanters that were in all his 
kingdom. (vv. 17–20)

The kids in shackles now occupied the throne room. The ner-
vous youths were now esteemed by the nation. Even in dire cir-
cumstances, God did not abandon them. No, He reached out to 
them. He connected with them. He brought substance to their 
lives. He proved that He was their greatest fan.

You may be living in some dire circumstances right now. But 
can you see God cheering you on? Can you sense His encourage-
ment? Even as you muddle through a place you’d rather not be, are 
you hearing God’s cries of promise and support? Are you receiving 
His big and small gestures of reassurance? Do you realize that God 
is the founding member of your fan club? that He wears your team 
colors, waves the foam fan hand on your behalf, and is a season 
ticket holder to all your games?

Sometimes, it’s hard to believe, but this is the life God gives. 
And it started at the very beginning. In Genesis 1 we’re told: 

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, after 
Our likeness. And let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over the livestock and over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God cre-
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ated man in His own image, in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them. (vv. 
26–27)

God made us in His image. Did you ever wonder what that 
means? Over the centuries, theologians and thinkers have given a 
number of answers. Some have said that being made in God’s im-
age and likeness means that we, as humans, have a rational soul. 
We can think, reason, and discern. We have a conscience. We can 
create, invent, and innovate. We can express emotion and care. The 
“image of God” has been considered by others as an indication 
that human beings have a unique knowledge of God. They share in 
God’s holy will, His thinking, and His attitudes.

Much of that is probably true, but there may be more packed 
into being made in God’s image. In Genesis 5, we hear a similar 
expression: “When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered a son 
in his own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth” (v. 3). 
This expression is a family expression. It connotes a genetic bond, 
a DNA link. Being made in the image and likeness of someone 
means you’re not a stranger. No, you’re close. You’re family. 

Genesis 9 gives us even more information: “Whoever sheds the 
blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man 
in His own image” (v. 6). This verse tells us that being made in the 
image of God means that our lives are precious. They’re important. 
They can’t be treated lightly or tossed aside as an expendable com-
modity. 

Part of the meaning of being made “in the image of God” is 
that we’re loved by God. Above all creation, human beings are trea-
sured. God established a special love relationship with us. That is 
underscored when we see that the word for “image” in the Bible 
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(tselem in Hebrew) is also used for the “images” or idols people 
devoted their lives to. People adored these false gods. They gave 
them special places in their homes. They offered sacrifices to them. 
To paraphrase Martin Luther’s explanation of the First Command-
ment, they feared, loved, and trusted in their “images” above all 
things. 

God made us in His “image.” He loves us above all things—
above all creation. In a sense, He “worships the ground we walk 
on.” He’s our greatest fan. That’s why, after Adam and Eve fouled 
up the plan by rebelling against God in the Garden of Eden, God 
rebooted the flow of history and promised His own Son as a substi-
tute to pay the price for the system crash we caused. He promised 
the suffering and death of Jesus when He said, “I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel” 
(Genesis 3:15).

Even Jesus is called “the image of God.” Colossians 1:15 says, 
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” 
Jesus is God’s beloved Son. This “image of God” talk has some pre-
cious love packed into it. It underscores that from the beginning, 
God was our greatest fan.

I will confess to you that I am a Chicago Cubs fan. I grew up 
in the Chicago area and began attending Cubs games when I was 
a boy. During those days, fans could get into Wrigley Field early 
to watch the players go through batting practice. As players milled 
around on the field, we could hang over the infield wall and beg 
for autographs. We brought hats, gloves, and baseballs for the play-
ers to sign. It was a dream come true when a uniformed baseball 
“icon” approached us and graced us with an autograph. After giv-
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ing profuse thanks to the player, we autograph seekers looked at the 
signature and tried to figure out who in the world had just signed 
our precious memento. We loved and adored those Cubbies! By 
the way, the Greek word for “image” in the New Testament is icon. 
The word is packed with adoration.

My life as a Cub fan, however, is no match for that of Ronnie 
“Woo Woo” Wickers. Ronnie was born in 1941 and has attend-
ed almost every Chicago Cubs home game since the late 1950s. 
He earned his nickname from the “woo” sound he makes when 
he cheers loudly for his precious team. During some lean years in 
employment, Ronnie even managed to get tickets to games while 
he was homeless. He preferred to miss a meal or to sleep outside 
rather than miss a Cubs home game. No sacrifice was too great for 
Ronnie’s fandom to continue.3

God is the same way about you. He is a “superfan,” preferring to 
sacrifice everything rather than miss out on loving you. Of course, 
God never suffered lean years of employment. God never became 
homeless, as Ronnie did. But we did. In the Garden of Eden, we 
fouled up. We human beings decided that we would rather be God 
than follow God. We rejected our Creator and struck out on our 
own. And the result of that rebellious decision resembled the re-
cord of the Chicago Cubs: a losing one. Something very serious 
happened in our relationship with God when Adam and Eve chose 
to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Dire spiri-
tual consequences resulted. Our lives were in grave danger. What 
was God’s reaction? Leave it to our “Superfan” to do this for us:

Ø To promise a deliverer 
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Ø To keep the promise going by putting a family on an ark 
while the world drowned in sin 

Ø To overpower an Egyptian despot and bring people out 
of slavery with miraculous works so the world could 
see God’s rescuing heart

Ø To abide with His precious people in the wilderness,  
appearing to them and providing for them every step  
of the way

Ø To stick with them even when they fouled up and re-
jected Him

Ø To plead with them when they were unfaithful

Ø To send His only Son to live a perfect life for us and to 
carry the blame and punishment for our sins

Ø To allow His Son to be put to death on a cross so that 
we would never have to suffer what our sins deserved

Ø To raise His Son to life so that we could share in the gift 
of eternal life

Ø To speak to us through His Word and deliver all His 
gifts through the tools of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper

Ø To entrust us with a message of hope that every life 
craves

Leave it to our Superfan to go to such great lengths for the ob-
ject of His affection. But God’s love for us isn’t blind. It’s not an ab-
sentminded passion that sees the world or our lives through rose-
colored glasses. No, God sees the truth and is honest with us about 



27

Your Greatest Fan

the truth—just like Ronnie “Woo Woo” Wickers. You see, Wickers 
starts his day by paying a visit to one of his favorite places: a statue 
of Jesus on the campus of Loyola University. He stops by to pray 
for the world, to pray for himself, and to pray for the Cubs. Ronnie 
said, “There were a few times when I had no other place to go and 
I slept behind that statue. It’s a special place to me. No matter the 
weather, I go there and ask God for peace. And a World Series.”4 

I’ll be the first one to acknowledge that the lovable-loser Chi-
cago Cubs need divine intervention. So do we—each one of us. 
And God is up front and honest with us about this truth in a re-
freshing way. The rhythm of His Word to us is a steady cadence of 
sin and grace, honesty about our shortcomings and honesty about 
His rescue, the painful truth of our helplessness, and the refreshing 
revelation of our salvation. God pulls no punches in putting the 
full weight of His Law upon us—and letting us know we deserve 
it. He then spares no effort to bring the fullness of His grace to our 
lives, the Gospel of surprising new life through Jesus, which we 
neither earned nor deserved. Ephesians 2 tells us, “And you were 
dead in the trespasses and sins. . . . But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with which He loved us, even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—
by grace you have been saved” (Ephesians 2:1, 4–5).

Living in Reality

God cares enough to tell the truth. Advertisers will exaggerate 
claims. Self-help books will inflate your abilities. Friends may gloss 
over your imperfections. Philosophies and ideologies will bask in 
egotistical brilliance. World religions will chart out personal path-
ways to perfect peace and divine realization. But only the true God 


