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dedication

I’d like to dedicate this little book to my friend and partner Jim 
Johnson, who has served as Time of Grace’s president almost 
from the beginning. His passion and commitment to Gospel 

outreach through mass media never droop, and his love for people 
and attention and care to make every interaction with Time of Grace 
a happy one make it a joy for all who work here.
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introduction

They say that curiosity killed the cat. 
That may be good advice when it comes to kids experiment-

ing with household electricity, but it is terrible advice when it 
comes to the Bible. God’s Word is a gold mine of wisdom and knowl-
edge about the construction of the physical universe, the mysteries of  
human behavior, and the thought processes of God Himself. 

However, that wonderful book can often seem daunting—1,500 
pages of narrative that took place over two millennia ago. I love it 
when our Time of Grace viewers and readers are curious about what 
God is up to and send me their questions. This book, Straight Talk, 
is a collection of more than one hundred of those questions, which 
will certainly include some of your own. Here also are my answers to 
those questions, which I hope will let God’s voice bring information, 
love, and guidance from His wonderful Word. 

I hope that you enjoy the Q & A, and I also hope that you enjoy 
watching Time of Grace’s broadcasts, reading our publications, and 
downloading information from our www.timeofgrace.org Web 
site.

Pastor Mark Jeske
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“Your word is a lamp to my 
feet and a light to my path.”   

(Psalm 119:105)

The bible

Q: Who wrote the Bible? 

A: There are three answers to this seemingly simple question. 
The first and most important answer is that all its content was mo-
tivated, provided, and controlled by God the Holy Spirit Himself. 
“All Scripture is breathed out by God,” says 2 Timothy 3:16. “Men 
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” 
(2 Peter 1:21). This is what gives the Bible its power, authority, truth, 
clarity, consistency, and essential unity, even though the book was 
assembled over the course of 1,600 years, from the time of Moses to 
that of the apostle John.

A second answer is that God used human writers as His chan-
nels, and He used their vocabularies, ministries, and experiences 
to give unique purpose and flavor to each of the Bible’s sixty-six 
books. Many authors are known by name; others, such as the writer 
of Hebrews, are not known. There are also many literary styles and 
formats in the Holy Book: history, law, poetry and songs, dialogue, 
sermons, letters, and prophecy.

A third answer is that some of the original manuscripts were 
written down by an amanuensis, which is a fancy word for personal 
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secretary. Tertius, for instance, did the physical work of putting ink 
to papyrus in the writing of Romans, as dictated to him by Paul (Ro-
mans 16:22).

All that said, even with many writers and scribes, written over 
many centuries and in three different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, 
and Greek), the Bible has one source and one overriding purpose: 
“These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life 
in His name” (John 20:31).

[[
Q: My sister-in-law acquainted me with your messages a year 

ago, and I have been blessed by them. However, your broadcast mes-
sage today troubled me. You spoke about four different ways God 
spoke to people in the past (i.e., direct revelation by God Himself 
to individuals, revelation through prophets and apostles who spoke 
God’s words, the personal appearance on earth of Jesus Christ as the 
Word made flesh, and revelation through the written Word). I feel 
you have rejected the fact that God speaks directly to us today. He 
speaks to our spirit through His Holy Spirit. God truly does speak to 
us if we let Him.

A: This is an important question and one that has very differ-
ent answers in the religious world today. On the one hand, has God 
spoken directly to individuals in the past? Absolutely. Yes, He has. 
Second, could God do that today if He wanted? Of course. But is that 
a promise that God has actually made to every believer today? I don’t 
see that anywhere in the Bible.

God has indeed chosen and designated certain people to be 
apostles and prophets, just as He has chosen to give apostles and 
prophets some certain supernatural powers to verify that they are 
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God’s personal spokespeople. Elijah, Elisha, Paul, and Peter were ac-
tually given the ability to raise people from the dead, for example, to 
authenticate their prophetic or apostolic mission.

However, that doesn’t mean that every believer has been given 
that ability. The only way you and I will know for sure what God has 
said is through His Scriptures, “which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15). I 
have had troubling experiences with people who have said to me, 
“Pastor Mark, God told me this” or “God told me that,” and their 
information has turned out not to be true.

One dear woman in our community told me that God had spo-
ken to her personally and promised her that she was going to be able 
to open up a health food restaurant on King Drive just a few blocks 
away. That was twenty years ago, and there still is no health food 
restaurant there and she has since moved out of the neighborhood. 
That “personal revelation from God” was her own dream and desire, 
which she attributed (wrongly) to God.

Another woman, who was in a troubled marriage, told me,  
“I feel that God would want me to divorce my husband.” In fact, if 
you look in the Bible, God says all marriages belong to Him and 
“what therefore God has joined together, let not men separate” 
(Matthew 19:6). God’s opinion of marital breakup? Malachi 2:16 
brings the real voice of God: “I hate divorce” (NIV). Her own wish-
es to ditch this man were so strong that she supposed that the urges 
and impulses she felt were really coming from God.

You know, Satan has access to our minds, and he brings all kinds 
of temptations. He hates the Bible and would like you to think you 
don’t need it. For a sad example of how a lying spirit can infiltrate 
someone claiming to be a prophet, read 2 Chronicles 18.

Experiences like these cause me to be suspicious of anybody 
who claims to have the prophetic or apostolic gift of direct person-
al revelation. Do you want to know how God thinks and what He 
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wants? Go to the Bible. Everything you need to know for your life 
and for your eternity is found there: Scripture is able indeed to make 
you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

[[
Q: What does the Bible say about creation versus evolution?

A: Charles Darwin, author of The Origin of Species, may have 
done more damage to Christianity than any other human being. His 
theories of natural selection and survival of the fittest have achieved 
widespread acceptance in academic and scientific circles. Even many 
Christians today believe that evolution is a better answer than cre-
ation to explain the existence of the physical universe and the people 
and animals that live in it.

Evolution is based on several bedrock principles:

•	 There is no intelligent design in nature—plants, animals, 
people, or earth. every complex organism got that way 
spontaneously.

•	 There was never any massive intervention in the physical 
universe by an all-powerful God. The universe is a closed 
system. 

•	 A gigantic explosion (the “Big Bang”) left among its debris 
eight planets in permanent orbit around a flaming gas ball. 
Not planned. Total coincidence that rock number three 
had an atmosphere and could sustain organic life.

•	 At first, earth had only inorganic matter. The inorganic 
matter spontaneously became organic; organic matter 
became amoebas, which spontaneously developed into 
aquatic creatures that developed into humans.
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•	 All these upwardly evolutionary changes in life-forms took 
many billions of years to occur.

•	 since there is no Creator, people are not accountable to 
any higher authority.

•	 There is no design or meaning to human existence; we are 
on our own to come up with some kind of meaning.

There is no possible way to reconcile creation and evolution; 
those who try end up with neither. The Bible (read Genesis 1–2) has 
a vastly different account for the origin of the physical universe and 
its myriad life-forms:

•	 A supreme, omnipotent, all-knowing God planned and 
carried out the creation of a fully formed, functioning, 
mature-appearing universe in six twenty-four-hour days.

•	 God created the universe with the appearance of age—the 
first people came into existence as adults, not babies; trees 
had rings and fruit on their first day, and so on.

•	 People were designed and created in their present 
form; they did not evolve from “lower” animals, such as 
chimpanzees.

•	 every person on earth is accountable to the maker of it.

•	 The world was made as a beautiful home for God’s human 
creatures; they were appointed to care for it and enjoy it; 
the purpose for human life is to enjoy a happy relationship 
with God and to serve Him and one another.

[[
Q: How do I prove to my unbelieving co-worker that God 

really exists?
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A: You will probably never be able to “prove” anything to your 
friend’s satisfaction. But there are three powerful witnesses to God’s 
existence that He has provided for us—if these don’t reveal Him to 
your friend, nothing will.

1.  Nature itself. The Bible says that “the heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the sky above proclaims His handiwork” 
(Psalm 19:1). Any unbiased look at the physical universe will 
have to conclude that there is intelligent design behind our 
world’s incredible beauty, complexity, organization, and 
life forms.

2.  Conscience. All people, even unbelievers, even people who 
have never heard a word of scripture, have a built-in system 
of knowing the rudiments of right and wrong. When people 
defy God’s will and run from Him, they feel guilt. You can 
deny guilt, drug it, try to distract yourself from it, or rational-
ize it, but you can’t make it go away. Only jesus Christ can 
take away human guilt. We will be restless until we rest in 
Him (as st. Augustine said).

3.  The Bible. That wonderful book contains not only the infor-
mation your friend needs but also the power to convert his 
or her heart and change his or her life.

[[
Q: I’ve been asked how I know the Bible is true. Usually, the 

person asking wants some sort of proof. What do I tell someone who 
asks?
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A: A similar question with a similar answer. No court of law, 
no scientific study, no government project, and no think tank will 
ever be able to “prove” the Bible’s accuracy.

Becoming a believer is sort of like falling in love. You can’t argue 
someone into loving someone else; reason and logic don’t do it. It 
is authentic contact with the person that does it. In the same way, 
you won’t get very far by arguing with people about the rightness of 
your views and the wrongness of theirs. Just let them read or hear 
God’s Word. That’s where the power is; that’s where the truth is; that’s 
where the draw is. 

The power to convert someone to God’s truth doesn’t come from 
us. In 1 Corinthians 12:3, Paul says, “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ 
except in the Holy Spirit.” The power comes from reading this 
great love story and realizing that you are the object of the Father’s 
creative love, the Son’s redeeming love, and the Spirit’s inspiring love.

[[
Q: Why did God create a world that He knew would fall into 

sin?

A: This question has plagued children for centuries, and 
grown-ups wonder about it too. There is really only one possible an-
swer. Our heavenly Father’s great desire in fashioning the universe 
and peopling it with human creatures made to be like Him was to 
enjoy fellowship with family, with His children. His aching desire 
was to be loved, trusted, and obeyed. His aching desire was to spoil 
us rotten with gifts, delights, and experiences of His goodness. His 
aching desire was that we would then treat one another the 
way He treats us—with kindness, love, and a servant-heart.
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However, if obedience is compelled, it is not free and it is not 
love. Obedience that is performed out of fear of punishment is just 
coercion. Only if it were freely given could our response to God be 
called love, and He risked everything to gain our love. We betrayed 
Him. He knew we would, so in advance He arranged a rescue plan to 
win our love and faith and obedience. Through Christ, we win back 
everything we lost and more. Through Christ, we are forgiven of our 
terrible guilt, our minds are cleared of Satan’s fog, and our willpower 
is strengthened and guided. “We love because He first loved us” 
(1 John 4:19). 

[[
Q: My friend and I often debate about infant Baptism. Can 

little babies really have faith?

A: You wrote with a great question. The issue of infant Bap-
tism has polarized Christians for four centuries, and as far as I can 
tell, the two sides are as far apart as ever. Let me attempt to summa-
rize the Bible’s words about this issue:

1.  All people are sinful, little children included. They are not 
guiltless until an “age of accountability.” The Bible says nothing 
about an age of accountability. What it does say, in Psalm 51:5, 
for example, is that people’s sinfulness begins at birth, even 
at conception. Sin is a hereditary disease, and we are born 
addicts.

2.  Baptism is pure Gospel. It is 100 percent God’s gift and thus 
not dependent on us. Galatians 3:27 describes Baptism as 
something God puts on us, like a cloak of holiness to cover 
our sin. “All of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ” (NIV). It has no age restric-
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tions—through Baptism, even newborns can receive Christ’s 
gift of forgiveness.

3.  On the day of Pentecost, Peter invited the crowd to come and 
be baptized “for the forgiveness of your sins. . . . The prom-
ise is for you and for your children” (Acts 2:38–39).

4.  There is power in Baptism. Peter says in 1 Peter 3:21 that the 
great flood symbolizes Baptism that now saves you. The Bible 
calls it a “washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit” in Titus 3:5.

5.  Jesus Himself said that not only can children believe, but their 
simple faith is also a model for adults. Speaking of children, 
He told His proud disciples, “For to such belongs the king-
dom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it” (Mark 
10:14–15).

6.  Baptism is one of God’s three ways of bringing the Gospel to 
people (the other two are the Word and Holy Communion). 
All three bring the same “I love you” message of Jesus Christ. 
All three can be rejected. Does Baptism guarantee that that 
individual will end up in heaven? No. People hear the Word 
and reject it and end up in hell. People hear the Word, believe 
it at first, and then later reject it and go to hell. People who 
were once baptized can later reject its promise and end up in 
hell. All of these “means of God’s grace” can be rejected. 

7.  Of course, faith and repentance are important. Through Bap-
tism, the Holy Spirit gives the power to do both. Of course, 
growth in the Word is important. Once a person has been 
baptized, that new faith needs to be nourished and fed and 
exercised so the dreadful outcomes in number 6 above do not 
happen to him or her.
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Many more pages, and even entire books, have been written on 
this controversy. I hope you find the previous passages persuasive. 
But even if you don’t, I hope that you will see them as an honest at-
tempt to present what the Bible says, not just what denominational 
traditions say.

2


