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Preface

The book you are holding began its publication journey 
in a short form as the chapter “Islam: Followers of Another 
Prophet” in Share Your Faith: Christian Witness and 
Other Religions (Toronto: Canadian Baptist Federation, 
1984). In December 1987 (and again in 1991), it was 
reprinted in separate form with the title “How to Share 
Your Christian Faith with Muslims” in Inter-Connections 
(December 1987), a publication of the Office of Campus 
Ministry, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, St. Louis, 
Missouri. In 1993, after the author added the chapter 
“Muslim Presence in the United States and Canada,” it 
was published with the same title by Fellowship of Faith 
for Muslims (Toronto, Ontario, Canada) and Philoxenia/
Hospitality Ministry: Fellowship with Asian Neighbours 
(Mississauga, Ontario, Canada). That book has been 
slightly expanded to form this book of the How to 
Respond series.

Chapter 2, “Muslim Presence in the United States and 
Canada,” draws freely from Yvonne Y. Haddad, A 
Century of Islam in America (Washington DC: American 
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Institute for Islamic Affairs, 1986), and Yvonne Y. 
Haddad, The Muslims of America (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1991). Many readers will be interested 
in Larry Poston’s book Islamic Da‘wah in the West (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1992). The author is chair-
man of the Department of Missiology at Nyack College 
in Nyack, New York. All three works contain valuable 
bibliographies. I am also grateful to Professor Donald 
S. Tingle of Cincinnati Bible College and Seminary for 
his helpful comments on Muslim presence in the United 
States.
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Introduction

A part of a verse in the Qur’an, Islam’s holy book, reads: 
“We (God) caused Jesus son of Mary to follow and gave 
him the Gospel (Injil), and placed compassion and mercy 
in the hearts of those who followed him” (Qur’an 57:27).

Today’s Muslim might add: “. . . in the hearts of those 
who followed him; the tense is past! But what of those 
disciples of Jesus of more recent generations or of the 
present? What evidence do we Muslims have that God 
has placed compassion and mercy in their hearts?”

This hypothetical Muslim query is more than hypotheti-
cally significant for Christians today. If we are to take the 
Gospel seriously, we must be aware of our obligation to 
the vast multitude of Muslims throughout the world.

The obligation of Christians to Muslims is indeed tremen-
dous. In fact, does the Church have any greater and more 
urgent obligation than to call to the Gospel those who 
deny Christ? Our contribution in this book toward mea-
suring and implementing this obligation is modest. We 

1
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limit ourselves to the following four considerations, with 
the prayer that God would begin to kindle in the hearts of 
more Christians compassion and mercy for Muslims:

1. “Understanding Islam and Muslims”

2. “Muslim Presence in the United States and Canada”

3. “Islam and Christianity: Comparisons and Contrasts”

4. “Toward a More Effective Christian Witness among 
Muslims”
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Understanding 
Islam  and Muslims

Islam is the religion of Muslims. The Arabic word islam 
simply means “submission” or “surrender” to God. A 
Muslim, by definition, is one who “submits himself or herself 
to God.” The same Arabic word root (S-L-M) stands behind 
salaam (peace), similar to the Hebrew shalom.

origin and extent
The origin of Islam, Muslims say, goes back to the dawn of 
human history, to Adam himself, whom most Muslims con-
sider to be the first prophet. All messengers and prophets 
proclaim the essential message of Islam: “And verily We 
(God) have raised in every nation a messenger, (proclaim-
ing): Serve Allah and shun false gods” (16:36). According 
to the Qur’an, Abraham was neither a Jew nor a Christian 
but a Muslim (3:67). In this sense, then, the religion that we 
know technically as Islam is believed by Muslims to be only 
a reiteration of the previous religions in the original form 
that the prophets had established.

1
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Like the other messengers, Muhammad encountered 
severe opposition from his fellow citizens when he first 
summoned them to Islam. Only when he emigrated from 
his hometown of Mecca to Medina (AD 622), where he 
became the sole religious and political leader of the com-
munity, did he taste success in his mission. It is hardly 
coincidental that the Muslim calendar begins with the 
year of this emigration (Hijrah).

Eight years later Muhammad returned to Mecca as a con-
queror. Proceeding to the Ka‘bah, the central sanctuary 
in Mecca, he ordered all its idols to be destroyed. The 
Ka‘bah, according to Muslims a sanctuary originally built 
and dedicated by Abraham and Ishmael to God alone, 
was purified and rededicated to Him. Once more God 
had vindicated His messenger and the religion of Islam.

Islam summons all peoples into the fold of Islam. It has 
never really known geographic or ethnic barriers. Serious 
Muslims must be seriously mission minded and share their 
Muslim faith with non-Muslims. Thus, soon after the death 
of Muhammad (AD 632), Islam began its phenomenal 
world expansion. Within a century it moved westward 
throughout North Africa and into Spain and France, while 
eastward it reached as far as present-day Pakistan.
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Some estimates today suggest that Muslims now number 
about 1.57 billion, one person in five or six on the face 
of this earth.1 Of course, many of them are only nominally 
Muslim.

Islam is especially entrenched in equatorial regions from 
North Africa east to the Philippines. Its numbers are most 
heavily concentrated in the Asian subcontinent coun-
tries of Pakistan, Bangladesh, and India. Indonesia has 
the largest Muslim population of any country. In recent 
decades Muslims have immigrated into countries of 
Northern Europe and the Americas. Perhaps some twelve 
million reside in Europe, about 2.5 million or more in 
the United States, and about seven hundred thousand in 
Canada.2 Although some might dispute the statement, it 
appears that, proportionately, Islam is growing faster than 
any other major religion, especially because of the rela-
tively high birthrate of Muslims.

sourCes of islam
Islam is founded on four sources: the Qur’an, the Hadith 
(canonical traditions), ijma‘ (community consensus), and 
qiyas (analogy). The first two are especially important.

Most Muslims hold the Qur’an to be the eternal, infallible, 
and unalterable Word of God, inscribed on the Preserved 
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Tablet in heaven and mediated by inspiration through 
the angel Jibril (Gabriel) to Muhammad. It is the Word of 
God, not the word of man; Muhammad is only its vehi-
cle. Some twenty years after the death of Muhammad it 
attained a form and content that approximates the Qur’an 
of today.

For most Muslims the 
words and deeds of 
Muhammad, the recipi-
ent of revelation, are also 
inspired. Various collec-
tions of his words and 
deeds, carefully scruti-
nized by pious Muslims 
to separate the true tradi-
tions from the false ones, 
are called the Hadith, or 
accounts of the canonical 
traditions. They are indis-
pensable for interpreting 
the Qur’an.

Both the Qur’an and the 
Hadith form the basis of 
the shari‘ah, Islam’s holy 

the Qur’an, for muslims, is the 
Word of god, not the word of 
man; it is god’s final revelation 
for all humanity, superseding all 
other revelations. muslims gen-
erally consider Qur’an 96:1–5 to 
be god’s first revelation of the 
Qur’an to muhammad: 
“read: in the name of thy lord 

who createth,
Createth man from a clot.
read: and thy lord is the most 

Bounteous,
Who teacheth by the pen,
teacheth man that which he 

knew not.”
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law and the perfect manifestation of God’s will and guid-
ance for humanity. For orthodox Muslims the shari‘ah 
is where God and people meet. It molds Muslims into 
the truly Islamic community, “the best community that 
has been raised up for mankind” (3:110). It is God’s law 
versus all other human codes of law; God’s law, regulat-
ing all aspects of life and allowing for no separation of 
sacred and secular; God’s law, offering solutions for all 
the world’s problems.

Some Muslims would insist that Islamic law has been fixed 
for all places and all times. Islam without Islamic law is 
no longer Islam. Islamic law brings order out of chaos. 
That is why political sovereignty must be in Islamic hands. 
Others would contend that Islamic law must be adjusted 
to conform to changing times—what is important is the 
spirit rather than the letter of the law. Thus the actual exis-
tence and implementation of the shari‘ah remain points 
of serious difference between “orthodox” and “liberal” 
Muslims today.

Today many Muslims are frustrated with the present sta-
tus of the Muslim community. They press for community 
renewal, for the imposition of the shari‘ah (the rule of 
Islamic law in the world), and, if necessary, for revolution. 
They continue to promote the spread of Islam throughout 
the world.


