
English translation © 2008 by Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 
1-800-325-3040  •  www.cph.org

Translated with the permission of The Bo Giertz Estate

All rights reserved. Used with permission. Other than downloading and reproduction for 
congregational use, no part of this material may be stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, recording, or otherwise, without prior 
written permission of Concordia Publishing House. For ordering information, please contact 
Concordia at 800-325-3040 or visit Concordia at www.cph.org. Order To Live with Christ 
(12-4305WEB).

Scripture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Quotations marked KJV are from the King James or Authorized Version of the Bible.

Hymn texts with the abbreviation LSB are from Lutheran Service Book,  
copyright © 2006 by Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Hymn texts with the abbreviation TLH are from The Lutheran Hymnal,  
copyright © 1941 by Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

This publication may be available in braille, in large print, or on cassette tape 
for the visually impaired. Please allow 8 to 12 weeks for delivery. Write to the  
Library for the Blind, 7550 Watson Rd., St. Louis, MO 63119-4409; call 1-866-215-2455;  
or e-mail to blind.mission@blindmission.org.

Manufactured in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

          Giertz, Bo, 1905-1998 
      [Att leva med Kristus. English] 
      To live with Christ : devotions / by Bo Giertz ; translated by Richard Wood. 
       p. cm. 
      ISBN 978-0-7586-1382-0 
      1.  Church year meditations.  2.  Devotional calendars.  I. Title.

                BV30.G5413 2008 
                2428.3--dc22    
               2007012703  

 
1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 09 08 



5

lForeWorD

I first became acquainted with Bo Harald Giertz through 
his novel, The Hammer of God. It was assigned reading in 
Dr. Trygve Skarsten’s church history class at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary (now Trinity Lutheran Seminary) in 
Columbus, Ohio. As a first year seminarian in the fall of 1975, 
I came to appreciate The Hammer of God as a reminder that 
God’s truth would endure and therefore His Church would 
survive trendy theology despite the theologians. Moreover it 
was my introduction to a genuinely Lutheran pastoral theol-
ogy. I will be forever grateful to Dr. Skarsten for requiring 
us to read The Hammer of God. Serving in campus ministry at 
Valparasio University and the University of Minnesota, I used 
The Hammer of God with students while discovering additional 
riches in The Message of the Church for Times of Crisis, Liturgy 
and Spiritual Awakening, and Preaching from the Whole Bible by 
Giertz. Following the example of my old teacher, Trygve 
Skarsten, I now assign The Hammer of God as required reading 
for my first-year field education students here at Concordia 
Theological Seminary.

Bo Harald Giertz (1905–1998) journeyed from atheism to 
become the bishop of Gothenburg in the Lutheran Church 
of Sweden. His earthly pilgrimage spanned nearly all of the 
twentieth century. Well-known for a sturdy confessional 
Lutheranism wedded to a warm piety born of confidence in 

English translation © 2008 by Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 
1-800-325-3040  •  www.cph.org

Translated with the permission of The Bo Giertz Estate

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, 
or otherwise, without the prior written permission of Concordia Publishing House.

Scripture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Quotations marked KJV are from the King James or Authorized Version of the Bible.

Hymn texts with the abbreviation LSB are from Lutheran Service Book,  
copyright © 2006 by Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Hymn texts with the abbreviation TLH are from The Lutheran Hymnal,  
copyright © 1941 by Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

This publication may be available in braille, in large print, or on cassette tape 
for the visually impaired. Please allow 8 to 12 weeks for delivery. Write to the  
Library for the Blind, 7550 Watson Rd., St. Louis, MO 63119-4409; call 1-866-215-2455;  
or e-mail to blind.mission@blindmission.org.

Manufactured in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

          Giertz, Bo, 1905-1998 
      [Att leva med Kristus. English] 
      To live with Christ : devotions / by Bo Giertz ; translated by Richard Wood. 
       p. cm. 
      ISBN 978-0-7586-1382-0 
      1.  Church year meditations.  2.  Devotional calendars.  I. Title.

                BV30.G5413 2008 
                2428.3--dc22    
               2007012703  

 
1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 09 08 



6 7

(Jude 1:3). The truth that Christ is the Savior; that He is the 
way, the truth, and the life; that there is no other way to the 
Father; that Christ with His Spirit led the apostles into all 
truth, and given the Church a foundation, which can never 
be changed. Heaven and earth will pass away. Everything 
else is submitted to the law of change, but His Word will 
remain—and it is for us to hold on to that steadfast to the end. 
This faith is on a collision course with some of the pet dogmas 
of our time: the belief that everything is relative, that every-
thing is continually changing, which at the same time means 
progress, even in new concepts of faith and altered codes 
of morality.”1 As a watchman on the walls of Zion, Bishop 
Giertz called a sleepy church to wake up to the inroads of 
unbelief. Like John the Baptist, he would preach repentance 
and faith, God’s judgment and Christ’s comfort. Bo Giertz 
knew that spiritual fads and theological trends come and go 
but the Word alone remains.

The daily devotions contained in To Live with Christ move 
according to cadence of the Church Year for it was by that 
calendar that Giertz lived and prayed. He was at home in the 
liturgy even as he sought to shepherd his people to find in the 
services of God’s house a place of refreshment and strength. 
These devotions are thoroughly biblical and consistently 
centered in Christ’s atonement. We are deeply indebted to 
the translator for enabling Bishop Bo Giertz to speak to yet 
another generation the words of Jesus, words that are spirit 
and life, to the end that many might believe that He is the 
Christ and live within the fellowship of His Church.

John T. Pless, Assistant Professor of Pastoral Theology
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Saint Michael and All Angels 2003

1. “My Last Will and Testament,” Lutheran Forum, Winter 1998, 13.

the Gospel, Bo Giertz was a genuine bishop. He was theo-
logically tough without becoming brittle. He knew how to 
contend for the faith without slipping into contentiousness. 
Convinced as he was that God’s Word forbids the ordina-
tion of women to the pastoral office, Bishop Bo Giertz stood 
steadfast in opposition to this novelty and suffered scorn for 
his unyielding stance.

Even as he witnessed his beloved Church of Sweden 
crumble in doctrinal decadence, Bishop Giertz remained a 
faithful churchman. Trusting in the promise that the Word 
of the Lord would not return empty (Isaiah 55:11), Bishop 
Giertz continued to speak and write. North American 
Lutherans know him best as the author of The Hammer of 
God, a novel that so winsomely demonstrates what Luther 
and Walther called the proper distinction of the Law and 
Gospel. The novelist/bishop demonstrates how the Gospel 
finally does predominate over rationalism, pietism, and liber-
alism. Readers of this book will witness that same evangelical 
clarity in these devotions, as they breathe the lively certainty 
the Gospel of the crucified and risen Lord will triumph over 
doubt and decay.

Certainty characterizes Bo Giertz’s witness to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. This certainty is not naïve optimism but the 
confidence in our Lord that enlivens Giertz to say with Dr. 
Luther, “This is most certainly true.” A dozen years before his 
death, Bishop Giertz penned a little piece entitled “My Last 
Will and Testament” in which he noted “It is not without 
sadness that we look back on those happy years. In my dark 
moments I wonder if ever a church, which has been given 
such a rich inheritance, has been so careless about it. My 
old eyes have had time to see so much of what in the long 
run means sickness unto death for the Church. I mean the 
doubt that we possess a revelation, a truth—to say with the 
Scriptures—‘which was once for all delivered to the saints’ 
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lTransLaTor’s 
PreFace

Bo Giertz (1905–1998) was a talented and gifted writer. 
As an author he was something akin to the North Star in the 
Church of Sweden. He served as a compass for many faith-
ful Lutherans in Sweden throughout a dark century of lib-
eral theology that set upon his homeland like an ugly sunset 
before a great storm. The century saw very few stars shining 
in the northern skies to shed the Gospel’s light on the issues 
at hand. Through this dark century, in which biblical truth 
had not been so overshadowed since the medieval papacy, Bo 
Giertz remained true to the biblical faith and the Lutheran 
Confessions. His writings served as a vehicle bringing the 
Gospel to the people. The poetical quality of his prose always 
spoke truth in love. His explanations of doctrinal contro-
versies were intimate in a way that never let the truth com-
promise love nor love compromise the truth. It was for his 
unique abilities in writing that he was selected to be Bishop 
of Gothenburg in the middle of the last century.

Becoming bishop was quite a development in the life of 
Bo Giertz, considering he was an atheist in his youth. But it 
was an even more important development for the Church 
of Sweden, whose confessional witness had been eroding 
for quite some time. Giertz, who was a parish pastor before 
becoming bishop, knew firsthand how much the confessions 
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meant for the practice of a pastor. (The relationship between 
the confessions and pastoral practice has never been shown 
more clearly than in his novel, The Hammer of God.) It was 
for this reason that he stood firm on the historic confessions 
of the Church as bishop. He understood the importance of 
the Bible and the confessions for the so called “modern man,” 
who supposedly had no room for religion in the twentieth 
century, because he knew the warmth and comfort only the 
Gospel can give after suffering in the coldness of the “modern 
world” that offers no hope.

The idea of translating this book came up first at the sug-
gestion of Pastor Eric Andrae at a meeting of Ssalt and the 
Society of St. Eric at Ft. Wayne Seminary during Symposia 
in January of 2002. Hearing of its existence, I immediately 
ordered the book, although I had little intention of translating 
it. I merely wanted something that would offer a form of daily 
practice for my Swedish skills. It wasn’t until I began reading 
these devotions that I felt compelled to translate them because 
of their immense value for the Church. Bo Giertz was able to 
take a very difficult passage of Scripture and, in explaining it, 
teach the principles of biblical interpretation, church history, 
and doctrine. But the most awe-inspiring aspects of these 
devotions are the prayers that accompany them.

The prayers that Bo Giertz wrote in these devotions are 
powerful, Christ-centered prayers that not only ask for the 
help of Christ in the daily life of a Christian, but teach the 
Christian to believe in and depend on Christ alone. Christ 
was also the source of strength, patience, and fortitude for Bo 
Giertz’s own confessional stance, the only source of strength, 
patience, and fortitude there is for a Christian.

Translating is an art that is learned over time with much 
practice. I can only hope the reader finds the translation to 
be half as enjoyable as the work of translating it was. That 
said, translation is inherently inaccurate. This translation is no 

exception. Where it is inaccurate, I accept full responsibility 
and ask for charity. Some of my friends have been charitable 
enough to read and check sections of the translation before-
hand, and to them I am grateful.

I would like to thank Tom Shumaker for teaching me 
Swedish in the first place. Birgitta, Bo Giertz’s daughter, 
deserves special thanks for her willingness to have this book 
translated and published. I would like to thank the mem-
bers of the Society of St. Eric and Ssalt for their help and 
encouragement throughout the project. I would also like to 
thank the members of my vicarage congregation, Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Parkers Prairie, Minnesota, for their 
encouragement and support as I worked on this, pulling late 
hours in the office they provided for me. But most of all I 
would like to thank my wife, Christa, who spent many a cold 
winter’s night taking care of our newborn son, John, alone, as 
I burned the midnight oil in my office. Her patience has not 
gone unnoticed, and if not for her support, this project never 
would have been completed.

Bror Erickson
Fort Wayne, Indiana
Pentecost
Anno Domini 2003
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lTransLaTor’s 
PreFace

People seeking help and guidance in the Christian faith 
are offered this devotional book, which could also be con-
sidered a textbook of faith. Each daily reading begins with 
a Bible passage that must be read, as the text that follows is 
an explanation of the passage. After the explanatory text, 
the devotion ends with a prayer, under the assumption that 
you may add your own prayers. The Bible verses follow the 
Church Year, but are also chosen to give the reader a fairly 
coherent education in Christianity. 

There are specific sections in the back of the book for 
Mid Summer Day, St. Michael and All Angels, and All 
Saints’ Day, as well as Thanksgiving Sunday and the Sunday 
after All Saints’ Day with devotions for the following weeks. 
However, for the week after St. Michael and All Angels, you 
will have to read the devotions that follow the Sunday after 
Trinity the year it was replaced by Michael. Explanations are 
given in the text when necessary.

Richard Wood
Frölunda Sweden
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linTroDucTion

The following instructions should be read before you 
begin reading this book.

My wish is that this book will help people who are 
confronted with the not-too-unusual question of what they 
should do to know more about Christianity. They want more 
knowledge, help in prayer and in understanding the Bible, 
and structure in their devotional lives. They’re willing to 
set aside at least fifteen minutes every day for this, but don’t 
know where to start.

This book provides a devotional reading followed by a 
prayer for every day. They’re especially written to follow the 
Church Year. They should be helpful in preparing you for the 
Sunday worship service. At the same time, they try to provide 
an understandable description of the most important aspects  
of Christianity. When you have finished this book,  . . . you also 
will have completed a short doctrinal study.

Bible readings are selected in such a way that during the 
course of one year, you will read through some of the Bible’s 
most important parts. The daily devotional readings are, as a 
rule, connected to that day’s Bible passage and give, at least 
to some extent, a further explanation of it. In addition, if you 
want a guide for Bible reading that is short yet still contains 
explanations of the passages and explains passages that are 
especially difficult to understand, you can use Hedegård’s New 



in the hope that it will help some reader follow the same path. 
He will not regret it.

 

Testament in Contemporary Language 21for the readings from the 
New Testament.

I assume that those who use this book will have their own 
prayer concerns and will accordingly add other prayers for 
their work, family, and possibly some standard morning and 
afternoon prayers, the Lord’s Prayer, as well as blessings or 
other prayers over and above those proposed here. Therefore, 
the final amen has been left off of the proposed prayers.

It’s a good idea to have a Church Year calendar on hand, 
if you’re not sure which Sunday comes next. It’s possible to 
get off track if you only continue the readings from day to 
day. In the text there are instructions at appropriate places to 
help you follow the Church Year.

The four common prayer days are omitted.3 For several 
reasons it would probably be best, during those weeks, to read 
the devotions for that Sunday (with the following weekdays), 
that in that particular year is replaced with a prayer day. The 
subject for the different prayer days is nevertheless found in 
other contexts of the devotions.

The different parts of this book are connected. They are 
not, individually, an entity by themselves. It can very well be 
that you will have questions the text does not answer imme-
diately. The answer will come later in the following texts—if 
the author was aware of the questions in the first place. That’s 
the way Christianity works: Everything is connected and 
gradually becomes clearer. The more you read, learn, and 
experience, the clearer these wonderful doctrines and their 
immense profoundness will become to you. And so I wish the 
reader well. I myself once began with a clean slate, not know-
ing much at all about Christianity. It was the beginning of a 
long life of continuous exploration. I have written this book 

2. This has not been translated. 
3.  The four common prayer days are special days in the church of Sweden not 

represented elsewhere in Christendom.
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except that I have lived one more year and have one less year 
left when the next new year comes along.

And yet it was sincerely meant, this year of grace. He 
meant it, and maybe I also mean it in the depths of my heart. 
In truth, we are never the same again: When one year has 
passed, it has done something to us. We have either come 
closer or farther away. Faith has either grown or withered.

A year of grace? This year I won’t only wish for it and 
hope that it comes by itself. I will pray for it. I will open 
myself up for it. I will attempt to follow Him so I don’t miss 
anything He has to give.

So here I stand, Lord, among all the people who sing 

and rejoice when You pass by. And now, Lord, I 

don’t want to just stand aside and look on. I want 

to come along so I may see and hear. I know You 

will come and enter the city, and go up to the 

temple. You come to speak to us. I want to stand 

there and listen. I know that strange things hap-

pened, terrible things, important and critical things 

happened there in Jerusalem. I want to see it with 

my own eyes. So I pray to You, that this Church 

Year will be a year with You, full of what You have 

to give, full of the word that comes from Your lips, 

and full of Your own presence. Lord, help. Lord, 

may all go well. Hosanna in the highest.

FirsT sunDay in 
aDvenT
Matthew 21:1–9

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord!” Matthew 21:9

Jubilation erupted as Jesus rode toward the city along 
the Old Pilgrims Road over the Mount of Olives. It was 
spring. The sun was shining, and little red flowers peeked out  
from between stones. The air was full of singing birds and 
expectation. Shouts of “Hosanna” resounded so that the 
echo rolled along the Kidron Valley and reverberated off the 
temple walls on the other side. It was something of a folk 
festival as well as a political demonstration. But above all it 
was a yearning and a hope that sought out fellowship with 
God. The people cried out their distress and confessed their 
faith. Hosanna is a prayer. It means: Help us, Lord. Save 
us. Intervene and rescue us. The basis for these cries was all  
the knowledge they had about God the Almighty, who had 
done remarkable things for their ancestors. God had helped 
them so many times before. Hosanna was almost a cry of  
jubilation, with some of the resonance from Psalm 22:4: “In 
You our fathers trusted; they trusted, and You delivered 
them.”

Isn’t it things like this that made the first Sunday in 
Advent such a great day in our church? There is something 
in the psalms and their texts that allows us to become affected 
by the joyful cry of hosanna descending from the Mount 
of Olives. This is the church’s New Year’s Day. Someone 
is coming to us, a merciful King with the promise of yet 
another year of grace.

A year of grace? Wishes like those can be just as unful-
filled as conventional New Year’s Day wishes normally are. 
Everything continues as it did before. Nothing happens, 
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A few days later Jesus Himself would explain to a per-
plexed Pontius Pilate what all this had to do with His king-
dom. His kingdom was not of this world. Were it of this 
world, then His servants would be fighting with weapons 
in hand. But He forbade them to do that. Yet, He was the 
King of a kingdom—the kingdom of truth. This is the reason 
His kingdom and His realm concern us as much today as it 
concerned the people then. “Everyone who is of the truth 
listens to My voice” (John 18:37). This has always been and 
always will be true. We can do as Pontius Pilate did: avoid the 
matter with a skeptical shrug and counter with the question 
What is truth? This question isn’t meant to be answered, but 
is an excuse not to be concerned with such things. But we 
can also say, as the devout in Israel said, “Lead me in Your 
truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation” 
(Psalm 25:5).

So then, Lord Jesus, You are a king. Your ancestors 

ruled in David’s city over this small nation that 

Your Father chose in order that I also learn to 

know Him and His salvation. The prophet was 

talking about You when he said, “Of the increase 

of His government and of peace there will be no 

end, on the throne of David and over His kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

with righteousness from this time forth and for-

evermore” (Isaiah 9:7). You prepared a place for 

me in Your kingdom. You Yourself have baptized 

me and given me citizenship. I praise You because 

You came, because You established the kingdom 

that shall never end—and because You also did 

this for my sake. 

MonDay aFTer 
The FirsT sunDay 
in aDvenT
Isaiah 40:1–11

“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
Luke 19:38

When we follow Jesus as He enters Jerusalem, when we 
listen to the chatter and voices surrounding Him and see what 
happens, we understand that what is happening now must 
be a continuation of things that previously happened in this 
nation’s history. Previous events must have been significant 
to what is happening now. It is written about Jesus that He 
came when the time was fulfilled (Galatians 4:4). God had 
been preparing His work for more than a thousand years 
before He intervened like He did when He sent His Son into 
the world. That’s why the people could understand—and we 
can understand—what God’s purpose was. There’s a pur-
pose for everything that happened to Jesus when He entered 
Jerusalem.

There was profound significance in calling Him the Son 
of David. They knew He was from a royal family, one of 
the many descendants of David, but He wasn’t just anyone 
who had a claim to the throne. This wasn’t a political mat-
ter, in any case, not for those who understood the Scriptures. 
The Messiah was to be born from David’s lineage. He was 
to come as a Savior, not only for Israel, but for the whole 
world. When the people called out, “Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father David!” (Mark 11:10) it might have 
been similar to a slogan heard in a demonstration for some of 
them, a political demand, or a hope for rebellion against the 
Romans. However, the disciples knew God had something 
else in mind. They cried, “Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest” (Luke 19:38)!
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that God has descended to us and become one of us. This 
is what the disciples gradually began to understand as they 
walked with Jesus. Even others understood that God visited 
His people. They knew that the prophet’s word was being 
fulfilled: “Behold, your King is coming to you” (Zechariah 
9:9). But the disciples knew that another Prophet’s word was 
being fulfilled here too. This is what Jesus Himself taught 
them patiently and gently: “Whoever has seen Me has seen 
the Father” (John 14:9). This isn’t a doctrine that has to be 
believed in order to follow Jesus, but it’s a truth you discover 
and learn to believe in when you follow Him.

Lord, I ask You for only one thing: that You help me 

to see and understand. You came to us from Your 

Father because You wanted to help us. I know 

I need this help, and You know it even more. 

Therefore I pray that You let me see and hear what 

I most need to see and hear. I don’t want to decide 

by myself. I pray only for Your guidance. I don’t 

want to be wiser than You. Let me hear only what 

You want to say and nothing else. I know that 

You govern in the kingdom of truth, that You have 

truth, that You are truth. Let me see the truth. 

Praise be to You, who has come with truth. 

TuesDay aFTer 
The FirsT sunDay 
in aDvenT
Isaiah 40:12–21

Behold, your King is coming to you. Zechariah 9:9

When God created us, He gave us something the animals 
didn’t receive: the ability to feel His presence, experience His 
reality, and talk with Him. You don’t need to be a Christian 
to know that God is here. He is everywhere in His creation. 
You can encounter Him in a hundred different places: in 
nature, in the sunset and in a storm, in a birch forest and in a 
snowfall, in art and music, in your own heart, in the demand 
for honor and justice, in the work for the oppressed, and 
in the love for your children. Therefore, the word God is 
in every language. Even if it’s only a feeling, there is some-
thing that can be known about God and His nature. There 
is something that fascinates us and draws us to Him. There 
is, at the same time, something that is so exalted, so holy, so 
pure, and so demanding that it intimidates us. God is not to 
be toyed with, and yet we are drawn to Him as children to 
their father.

We can only talk in pictures about God, the infinitely 
exalted. When the prophet says God “has measured the 
waters in the hollow of His hand and marked off the heavens 
with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and 
weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance” 
(Isaiah 40:12), he is only using pictures, but pictures that give 
a correct conception about the infinitude of God and His 
overwhelming power.

But now a strange thing occurs. This God, who is so infi-
nitely exalted above everything and who lives in a ray of light 
no one can approach, has come to us. The greatest, the most 
meaningful and decisive thing that has happened on earth is 
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Lord, this is going to take me a long time to fathom. 

I understand that I cannot imagine it. I must be 

allowed to see it. If this is true, then only You can 

convince me of it. You have come into our world 

in this way. It was Your plan and Your purpose. 

You knew what needed to be done, and You did it. 

I can never comprehend this completely. Therefore, 

I want to listen and see now. Only You can help me 

comprehend it. Now I wait for Your light and truth. 

Let them come even to me, for Your mercy’s sake. 

ThursDay 
aFTer The FirsT 
sunDay in 
aDvenT
Isaiah 42:1–12

A bruised reed He will not break, and a faintly burning wick 
He will not quench. Isaiah 42:3

These words are among many in the Old Testament that 
speak about Christ. Words like these don’t always reveal who 
they are speaking about. They speak in pictures, mysteri-
ous allusions and hidden-behind words that hint at a deeper 
meaning. In their entirety, however, they were clear enough 
to give Israel the assurance that Someone was coming; a 
Messiah who would reestablish this fallen world and save the 
human race. These words first became fully understandable 
when Jesus came. The Scriptures were fulfilled. What was 
promised was completed. With amazed eyes the disciples 

WeDnesDay 
aFTer The FirsT 
sunDay in 
aDvenT
Isaiah 40:22–30

Behold, your King is coming to you . . . humble and mounted 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. Zechariah 9:9

You could’ve expected God to come to us in power 
and glory. All we can imagine about Him tells us that He is 
infinite, overwhelming, and beyond words. Millions of light-
years mean less to Him than a centimeter for us. Nebulae and 
the Milky Way are like specks of dust that dance in the sun for 
Him. He upholds everything with His almighty power. He 
knows everything, even the invisible electrons that revolve in 
their orbit. What about us? “When I look at Your heavens, 
the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You 
have set in place, what is man that You are mindful of him?” 
(Psalm 8:3–4) “Who brings princes to nothing, and makes the 
rulers of the earth as emptiness” (Isaiah 40:23).

But when God descended to earth, He allowed Himself 
to be born in a manger. When He entered Jerusalem, the 
symbol of His everlasting realm, He rode in not upon a 
stallion but upon a little donkey. He did not wear a purple 
mantle, but was clothed in the people’s cheap homespun 
clothing. He first received the king’s red mantle a few days 
later in ridicule, and then it was only a soldier’s tattered cape. 
There was no sign of the power that no one could defy, 
nothing of the all-powerful sovereignty over His creation. 
To many, it was proof that He could not be God. To others, 
this was the deepest revelation of God’s nature: an almighty 
power that at the same time is a boundless love so great it 
allows Him to be trampled upon and sacrificed to save the 
children He loves.
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Jesus wants to tell us about this. This is the work He came 
to carry out.

Lord, I don’t know why, but so often I believe that You 

come with only demands. I have often been scared 

of You. You know, Lord, how hard it can be to 

live. So much has to be done. It’s so hard to go 

on. And on top of everything else, one has to be 

a Christian. That’s just another thing a person 

ought to do. Why do I feel like this, Lord? You’re 

the One who gives. Help me to receive. Help me 

not to just ask what I have to do and what will 

become of me. Help me first to see who You are, 

what You have done, and what You have to offer. 

Bless my Advent and my Christmas and the whole 

Church Year, and fill it with Your gifts. 

FriDay aFTer 
The FirsT 
sunDay in 
aDvenT
Isaiah 43:1–13

I have called you by name, you are Mine. Isaiah 43:1

The Old Testament is as much about us as it is about 
Christ. When the promises were fulfilled and the purpose 
God had for Israel’s long history was completed, Christ came 
to establish a new Israel that includes all people. What God 
had previously done throughout the centuries was done with 

saw that there was profound significance even in insignificant 
verses that they had never reflected over.

This verse was one that characterized Jesus. It explained 
why He was so different. People expected the Messiah to 
appear in power. He was expected to pass judgment on 
God’s behalf. Ordinary people hoped for a devastating reck-
oning with the Romans. Others expected judgment over all 
the sinners in Israel. John the Baptist had also warned about 
the approaching judgment of wrath. But Jesus appeared as 
a friend to the publicans and sinners. With infinite mercy, 
He took care of those whom everyone else had given up as 
lost. The disciples understood that this was a part of the very 
essence of His nature—something God desired.

This thing about not crushing what is broken pertains not 
only to individuals who are lost and unsuccessful; it pertains 
to all of humanity and creation. All of it is a broken reed. 
All of it is ruined, torn asunder, and no longer functions as 
it should. No one can ever comprehend what happens in 
the world without listening to what Jesus has to say about 
evil. He doesn’t talk about evil. He talks about the evil one. 
There’s a particular force that desires evil. It isn’t a question 
of an imperfection in creation. It’s a matter of insurrection. 
Among all the beings to whom God gave an autonomous life, 
a personal consciousness, and an independent will that they 
would rejoice in their existence and take part in God’s own 
fortuity, one of them turned against Him. This one tried to 
become like God and make his own decisions. He tried to 
do something other than God’s will, which by definition is 
something evil. Since that time, God’s glorious creation has 
been tattered. The one Jesus calls the man slaughterer, the 
enemy, Satan, has left traces of himself everywhere.

But God will not crush the broken reed. He has not 
rejected His work. He wants to repair the damage.

How?
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once called Peter, James, and John. Fear not. Whatever you 
then must go through, I will be with you.”

If You say so, Lord Jesus, then it is so. Then it is not 

I who tried to choose to follow You, but You who 

chose me; it is Your desire. It is not my decision, 

undertaking, conclusion, or choice that it depends 

on. You are behind all of it. Is this why my 

thoughts have not been able to let go of You? Is 

this why You’ve always returned? Is it for this rea-

son there is desire and yearning in my heart? Lord, 

I am glad that it is so. And now I ask only that You 

complete Your work in me and let it become as You 

have wanted it to be from the very beginning. 

saTurDay 
aFTer The FirsT 
sunDay in 
aDvenT
Isaiah 43:21–28

Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, 
before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things 
now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of 
the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation 
from God. 1 Corinthians 4:5

The Lord is coming. Advent, as we know, means arrival—
the Lord’s arrival. We think both about how He once came 
to earth and how He will come again. One day the Lord will 

consideration for the times of fulfillment. So when Paul spoke 
about what was written regarding the children of Israel in the 
desert, he could say with certainty that it was written for our 
sake, it was recorded for our learning.

As a result, Christians repeatedly come across Bible verses 
they can apply to themselves as if they came directly to them 
from God Himself. Today’s verse is one of them. God has 
called me by name. I am His. Just as God once called Israel 
and chose them as His people, and just as every Israelite, 
through circumcision, received an external confirmation 
of God’s call, so God has called me in Baptism. God had a 
purpose when He lit the fire in my life. Earthly parents want 
their children to have someone to care for and love. There’s 
no big difference with God. He wants us to share in His joy, 
the joy of existence. And I am one of those He wanted to 
give this joy to. He could have made me into a butterfly or an 
earthworm or some other living thing, but He has given me 
more than temporal life. He has given me the right to be His 
child and take part in His life that can never end.

But this means that I must be born into this world with 
all the risks that entails. God realizes the risks. He hasn’t left 
me alone to handle them myself. He came at the very begin-
ning of my life, before I even knew about it. He said: “Fear 
not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, 
you are Mine” (Isaiah 43:1). He said it by an action so clearly 
and so unmistakable that it is recorded in one of the biggest 
books in the parish office.41And behind all the exterior—
which shouldn’t be taken lightly—He stood by Himself, the 
Invisible One, the One who commanded all of this and who 
once became visible Himself and lived among us as one of us. 
It is, of course, by Jesus’ command that I was baptized. It was 
He who said, “You are mine; now I have called you just as I 

4.  Translator’s note: In Sweden, the church was responsible for census recording, 
and therefore kept records of births, deaths, marriages, and Baptisms.
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Come, Lord Jesus. Thy kingdom come. Lord, I have 

prayed these words so many times, but I hardly 

understood what I was praying for. I have prayed 

that You would come with Your help and be near 

me. I wanted You to help me understand, to love, 

and to do the right thing. But that You would come 

in this manner—in Your glory—and terminate all 

our plans and the whole world, draw the line, sum 

up everything, and bring everything into the light. 

How many of us are prepared for that? There are 

so many who do not seek You, Lord. Many of them 

are people I love very much. You know this, Lord. 

Is this why You wait? Lord, help us to use this time 

correctly. Lord, help me to remember every morning 

that this is the season of Advent and that I have 

received another day to live before You come. 

seconD sunDay 
in aDvenT
Luke 21:25–36

Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not 
pass away. Luke 21:33

This is the exact opposite of what people usually think. 
The everlastingness of matter has been one of this century’s 
favorite dogmas (although it is now a little antiquated). People 
normally think that heaven and earth will exist no matter 
what happens. However, they, too, shall pass away, Christ 

come for the last time, and that day is not infinitely far off. 
God has a purpose with this series of events. Although we like 
to think the future has no end, Christ teaches us something 
completely different. God can’t repair the fundamental fault 
in His creation without recreating the whole world. And He 
will do it. He won’t wait millions of years. Time is short. In 
that sense, we always live in Advent. The final act of Christ 
remains. We are now in a period of transition, a temporary 
state, waiting in expectation for that decisive moment. We 
live in a fallen world. Here in time, there are no definite solu-
tions. But we live with the hope and promise of God’s final 
solution to all the world’s problems.

There is so much we can’t understand. We are quick 
to judge, as if we know what goes on in the hearts of men, 
but God withholds judgment for Himself. He persuades and 
modifies. He can postpone intervention for so long that we 
become impatient. He can let His judgment strike individuals 
as well as nations, but we can never believe that we under-
stand everything God does. We can only wait and see.

We learn to understand God’s manner of working best 
through His own Word. The Bible is basically history, spe-
cifically the history of salvation. It is a description of how 
God links the fate of the world directly to the goal He has set 
for history. We hear how He chose and reared Israel. We see 
how He dealt with sinful men throughout time, men who 
were full of pettiness and passion and capable of the worst 
transgressions. This is also true for many of those who were 
God’s instruments. “Your first father sinned, and your media-
tors transgressed against Me” (Isaiah 43:27). Occasionally, it 
looked like God had forsaken His people, but He was going 
about His work the whole time. He still does, even today. 
We’re moving toward the journey’s end when the Lord will 
come to make everything new.
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received something that only You possess. You 

have embraced me and enveloped me with some-

thing that can never pass away. I thank You 

because I have Your Word, because You allowed 

it to take hold of me, and because I can hold on 

to it. Never allow me to let go of it. May it hold 

me firmly, even if I should want to break free. I 

know that Your Word lasts forever, and I thank 

You for that. 

MonDay aFTer 
The seconD 
sunDay in 
aDvenT
Isaiah 44:1–18

“I am the Lord’s . . . the Lord’s.” Isaiah 44:5

That’s how life really is, the prophet says. When God has 
poured out His Spirit, when everything is as it should be, this 
will be our greatest joy: that God exists, and that we belong 
to Him, live in His presence, and take part in His joy.

But it’s not like that now. In this fallen and irreparable 
world, people tend to take one of two equally erroneous 
positions in their behavior toward God.

The first one is to make our own god. The prophet gives 
us a drastic and mocking description of this. A man forges 
and carves, chops down the trees, and cuts up the wood. He 
uses part of it as fuel, and he makes the rest of it into a god. 
Part of the wood ends up in the fire. And before the rest of 
it, he falls down on his knees and says, “Deliver me.” We 

says. Just as God Himself once said, “Let there be!” and 
everything came to be by His command and according to His 
will, there also will come a day when God will say there’s no 
more time. People don’t regard it as remarkable that God, in 
the beginning, created heaven and earth. As a matter of fact, 
the creation isn’t any more remarkable—while a tremendous 
miracle—than God’s revelation that He will create a new 
heaven and a new earth at the end of time.

Nothing in this world is eternal, with one exception: “My 
words will not pass away.” There is one thing we encounter 
in this life we can deal with and attain that is eternal and will 
always exist: It’s Christ’s Word.

Christ calls Himself “the Word.” He is the Word that 
was already there at the very beginning when the world was 
created. He is “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” 
(John 1:14). He had something from God in Himself that can 
never be destroyed: “The eternal life, which was with the 
Father and was made manifest to us” (1 John 1:2). We acquire 
this life from Him through His Word. “The words that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Therefore the 
Word extends itself into this life and allows us here, where 
everything is gradually decaying, to encounter something 
that will remain throughout time. To come in contact with 
the Word and receive what it has to give means that here in 
this world, we receive a piece of the world to come. It’s this 
world to come that Jesus calls the kingdom of God. He speaks 
to us about this when He says the kingdom of God is near, 
repent and believe in the Gospel.

Dear Father in heaven, You are the origin of every-

thing I see around me. You hold it in Your hand, 

and it exists only as long as You want. However, 

You have planted eternity in my heart. I have 
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My God and Father, I thank You because I can call 

You Father. I thank You because I can talk with 

You. I thank You because I know You are not just 

a power that rules over everything or hides Your 

purposes and intentions from us. You share Your 

life and Your joy, the joy of existence, and the infi-

nite wealth in Your kingdom. And since I belong to 

You and am a part of Your work, I pray that You 

let these words remain written on my mind and 

on my hands: “The Lord’s own.” I pray to You 

for thoughts like this, for desires like this, and for 

deeds like this so my whole life and character wit-

ness to how good it is to belong to You. Praise be 

to Your name that I have the opportunity to do it. 

TuesDay aFTer 
The seconD 
sunDay in 
aDvenT
Isaiah 45:15–25

“To Me every knee shall bow.” Isaiah 45:23

When Israel received that promise long ago, even the 
most devout had a hard time believing it would be fulfilled. 
This promise was given at a time when Israel was as power-
less and their entire existence was as threatened as any nation 
could be. Yet this remnant of a nation continued to embrace 
faith in the Lord of hosts. The idea that this faith would 

must remember that during the prophet’s lifetime, this was 
accepted behavior for the cultured and powerful in the world. 
It was what everyone did—everyone except for one reluctant 
race of people on the edge of ruin who persisted in believing 
that their invisible God was Lord of the whole world.

The other attitude is probably the most common one 
in our day. It is portrayed by the prophet Isaiah when he 
describes the proud of Babylon. There was a particular men-
tality in this presumptuous city: the coddled and extravagant. 
They appeared so confident and secure. It can be expressed 
in the words: “I am, and there is no one besides me” (Isaiah 
47:8). It can also be expressed as “No one sees me” (Isaiah 
47:10). This is one of the signs of unbelief throughout time: 
the certainty of being alone, of being in possession of your 
own life, a life that received its breath by accident only to be 
snuffed out for all eternity in a world without meaning, with 
no binding standards or goals.

Sometimes we find ourselves between these two view-
points. We might not believe in God, but we still have a 
foggy suspicion that there is a power that steers the world. 
The prophet Isaiah describes how the Babylonians measured 
the heavens and looked at the stars and at every new moon 
would attempt to predict their fate (47:13). In our day, we 
read our horoscope half jokingly and yet with a dark fear of 
unknown powers—a last, crude, distorted reminder of the 
correct perception that we are not alone.

The truth is that we don’t exist by chance. At the essence 
of our lives and also of the whole universe, there is a good 
will. We need not grope around in the darkness and attempt 
to create for ourselves a picture of this strange power that 
upholds everything. God has revealed Himself. He comes to 
us. We hear His voice. There’s a very good reason for God 
creating us.
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It was never God’s intention that these rays of hope would be 
enough for us. They tell us that God exists. They encourage 
us to seek Him. And He promises us that the search will not 
be in vain.

Lord, You alone awakened my longing for You. I never 

would have sought You out if You had not sought 

me. I never would have thought about You if I had 

not first been in Your thoughts. I know You are 

an unfathomable God, but You are also our Lord 

Jesus Christ’s God and Father. It is Your glory that 

radiates from the face of Jesus. I know that my eyes 

cannot endure the sight of Your light, and yet You 

have let it come down here to earth, so mild and 

soft that I can see it. I know You are like a con-

suming fire, and yet the glow of Your zeal becomes 

like the warmth of a father’s embrace when You 

come to me in the Savior. Teach me to know You 

better and better and to love You more and more. 

You have given me my life, and it’s in Your power 

at this moment. Help me always say, truthfully 

and sincerely, that You are my life. 

someday become a world religion must have appeared to all 
realistic men as preposterous fantasy.

Well over half a millennium later, Paul quoted this same 
passage when he wrote his letter to the Philippians. He wrote 
that God had exalted Jesus, whom men crucified, in order that 
at the very mention of His name, every knee would bow and 
every tongue confess that He is Lord (see Philippians 2:9–10). 
That kind of faith might have appeared to be equally prepos-
terous, but when God gave His promise, He said, “From My 
mouth has gone out in righteousness a word that shall not 
return” (Isaiah 45:23). It turned out He is the only Savior, that 
everything is in His hands, and that it is folly to try to live as if 
He didn’t exist. This doesn’t mean that we admit that God was 
right through a majority vote. As long as people have the right 
to make free choices, not every one will rally around Him. 
On the contrary, the longer the world remains, the fewer the 
confessors will be. As humanity approaches the end of time, 
the Church will be a persecuted minority. Christ has made 
this clear to us. And yet God is still right. When He is finished 
with this world, when there is nothing left to gain from further 
delay or a lengthened period of mercy, then God’s kingdom 
will come in all its clarity, overwhelmingly, “in His power.”

Christ invited mankind to this kingdom. Every new 
Advent means that the invitation goes out to us once again. 
The kingdom of God is near. A greeting comes directly to 
us from our God, He who said to Israel: “I did not speak in 
secret, in a land of darkness; I did not say to the offspring of 
Jacob, ‘Seek Me in vain’ ” (Isaiah 45:19). God really doesn’t 
want us to live in darkness. It was never His intention for us 
to get by with the small crumbs of religion we could scrape 
together from our own thoughts, from glimpses of His glory 
in creation, by feeling a breath of His holiness in our heart, 
or by worshiping in nature and staying with our conscience. 




