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For Nathan, whose avid 
interest in life and pursuit 
of answers makes my day.
Thanks, as always, to Pastor
Mike McCoy, fellow pastor,
writer, doctrine-checker, and
one who has taught me much
about proclaiming the truth 
of Jesus in a dying world.



WWhhyy  SShhoouulldd  
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PPaarrtt  ooff  YYoouurr
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tthhiiss  BBooookk??

Questions, questions. There are tons of questions
out there, and you probably get them all the time. I
know I do: “What about evolution?” “Can soldiers be
Christians?” “Should there be prayer in public
schools?” “Between your fascinating sermons and
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your devastating handsomeness, how do you manage
to stay so modest?” Yup, I get them all the time . . .
well, most of those, anyway.

There’s an infinite number of questions out there,
and there are even more answers—the problem is that
most of the answers are wrong. People come up with
different answers for a couple of different reasons.
For one, some people believe that there’s no such
thing as truth. Therefore, whatever you believe is true,
because you believe it. In fact, I’ve even heard some
individuals say that 2+2=5 isn’t wrong, as long as you
can give a good reason for the answer. Wow! I can
hardly wait until those guys start building airplanes,
skyscrapers, bridges, and things. As for me, I’ll stick
with the idea that there is such a thing as truth and
error; right and wrong.

Other people come up with different answers
because they have different sources of information.
They rely on their gut feelings to tell them what’s
what. They follow the teachings of a certain person,
philosophy, or religion. These days, a lot of people
seem to get their answers from a couple of really
scary sources—the loudest talker or public opinion. It
seems that whatever a lot of other people say must be
true, because they’re saying it. However, you know
full well that loud people aren’t necessarily right, just
noisy; and crowds have been wrong before.

None of this is good enough for you. When you
ask questions about life, it’s because the answers you
find affect your life for the rest of your life.
Sometimes, your life may quite literally depend on
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the answers. With questions like these, you want to be
certain that the answers are correct.

This book contains a bunch of questions and
answers. It has its limits—there are a lot of questions
that don’t get answered here. But here’s the best rea-
son to read this book—the answers are true. They are
true because they follow God’s Word and it’s the final
authority. What’s more, the questions and answers in
this book are designed to help you find answers to
questions that aren’t in this book.

So here’s the plan for the pages that follow:

* I’m a pastor, so I’m going to answer questions like
a pastor. I’m not an engineer, a scientist, a psy-
chologist, or a professional football player, so I’m
not going to answer like they would. You’ll see
what I mean later on.

* Even though I’m going to answer as a pastor,
that doesn’t mean that the answers will only
come from the Bible. When dealing with daily life,
God sometimes gives us answers to questions
through things like science and even a rare com-
modity called common sense. From time to time
we’ll also mention God’s gift called the con-
science. These are excellent sources for answers,
so we can use them as long as we don’t use them
to contradict Scripture.

* If I’m guessing, I promise to tell you. The Bible
does not directly answer every question that pops
up in life. Sometimes that means we need to give
an answer based on some general truth from

you ask about . . . LIFE

10



Scripture. Sometimes it means that the Bible sim-
ply leaves the decision up to you. But if the
answer is just me giving my own personal opin-
ion, I’ll let you know. The Lord requires you to
trust and obey His Word—He says nothing about
binding you to my views.

* Along with that, keep in mind that life is messy.
God’s Word is black and white, but life in a sinful
world is full of grays. Sometimes Christians expect
that every decision they face will have a clear
right and wrong. I wish this were true, but it isn’t.
You’ll especially see this when we discuss things
like prayer in public schools or end of life issues.

* I should probably say something about what you
won’t find in this book. People have a lot of ques-
tions about relationships—dating, boyfriends, sex,
family, and more. You won’t find those questions
in this book, because there are so many. You will
find them in a sequel to this book called You Ask
about Relationships: Questions Teens Are Asking.

In looking at the subject matter, I realize that a lot
of these issues weren’t discussed among my peers
when I was a teenager. But then I can think of a lot of
youth today who are asking these questions. Times
have certainly changed, and not especially for the bet-
ter. You’ve got a lot more junk to deal with in this
world than I did when I was in high school, and that
really wasn’t all that long ago.

So there you go. That’s why you should read this
book. It’s a book of true answers based upon God’s
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Word that show you what we know, what we don’t
know, what’s right, what’s certain, and what we can’t
be sure of. Underlying all of this, however, is a glori-
ous, certain truth—even though life is full of tough
questions, hard answers, and some unexplainable
messes, you can be absolutely sure that you’re a child
of God for the sake of Jesus. You’re not going to
answer every question well in life and get a perfect
score; thanks be to God that your salvation doesn’t
depend on that. Instead, your salvation is already won
in Jesus who died on the cross and rose again to
redeem you from sin to everlasting life.

Unlike so many answers in this world, that saying
is sure.

Read on, and the Lord be with you!

Pastor Tim Pauls
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Q&A: Witnesses

1. How do I know that the Bible is true?

You know the Bible is true because it says so, 
consider these Bible passages:

All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness. 
(2 Timothy 3:16)

For no prophecy was ever produced
by the will of man, but men spoke
from God as they were carried along
by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:21)

Time and time again, the Lord declares the
Scriptures are His inspired Word.
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2. That’s not really proof. People say
things that aren’t true all the time.

That’s not really a question either, but you’re
absolutely right. From day one, you’re trained to
demand proof and look for evidence—you want to
have outside sources to support what people say. Part
of this is because you’ve been trained to think scien-
tifically, but there’s another important reason—peo-
ple lie a lot. Imagine this scene in a courtroom with an
accused murderer on the witness stand:

Prosecutor: We found you standing
next to the body with the smoking
gun in your hand and bloodstains on
your clothes. Did you kill him?

Accused: No.

Prosecutor: Oh, okay, my mistake!
Can I give you a ride home?

People lie a lot. That’s one of the reasons we want
witnesses to back up what they say. That’s why, when
you get around to buying a used car, you take it to a
mechanic even if the salesman swears it’s in good
shape. That’s why, when you apply for a job, the
employer asks for references to tell about you—you
haven’t earned his trust yet. That’s why, way back in
the Old Testament, God required two or three wit-
nesses before someone could be condemned, just in
case one witness was lying (Deuteronomy 17:6).

However, when it comes to the Bible, keep these
things in mind:
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* God doesn’t lie. His Word is always
true, without error. Whatever He says
is trustworthy. Therefore, He’s the
only One who doesn’t need other
witnesses to verify what He says.

* When you demand proof that the
Bible is God’s Word, you’re trying to
put the Bible into the science fish-
bowl. We already discussed why you
can’t do that.

* We can only believe God’s Word
through the power of God’s Spirit.
Without the Spirit the Word seems
foolish (1 Corinthians 2:14).

* Just because there are no witnesses
doesn’t mean that someone isn’t
telling the truth. My name is my
name, even if I’m in a room full of
strangers who don’t know who I am.
Therefore, the fact that the Bible
vouches for itself (the technical term
for impressing your pastor is that the
Bible is “self-authenticating”) doesn’t
mean that it’s lying. It simply means
that science can’t prove everything it
says to be true—or false. The Bible is
God’s Word, it proclaims God’s Word
and will, which are above and
beyond science. Although written
down by men, it is authored by God
(2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21)—so
proving the authorship is something
that science can’t do.
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3. So what should a scientist 
say about supernatural things?

An honest scientist will say, “If we can’t prove
something, then we can’t confirm it or deny it.” For
example, some people will say that God doesn’t exist
because science can’t prove that He does. However,
science can’t prove that He doesn’t, either. True sci-
ence therefore must admit that God might exist.

I get a kick out of our society. On the one hand,
society wants to claim that God doesn’t exist because
science says so. On the other, society watches a lot of
television about the paranormal and supernatural,
because people are fascinated with the unexplainable.
Have you noticed that we didn’t list popular opinion
or fads as witnesses?

It’s worth repeating that science is a tool for exam-
ining the natural world—also known as creation,
because God created things to run according to scien-
tific laws. However, since God is the creator, not part
of creation, then He’s above and beyond science.

4. So if I can’t prove that the Bible is
God’s Word, how do I know it’s true?

You know this by faith. You believe it to be true
because God says so. Consider Hebrews 11:1, “Now
faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convic-
tion of things not seen,” and 2 Corinthians 5:7, “for
we walk by faith, not by sight.” By definition, matters
of faith can’t be proven by science; if they could, they
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wouldn’t be matters of faith! But this doesn’t mean
that they are untrue; it just means that they lie outside
the realm of science.

So it is with the Bible: what it proclaims lies out-
side what is scientifically provable, but it’s still true.
So Jesus says to you, “Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29).

5. Should we say that science 
deals with the “real world,” 

but Scripture doesn’t?

No. If Scripture doesn’t deal with the real world,
then it’s just a fantasy story like The Lord of the
Rings. Both Scripture and science deal with the real
world, but each has a different purpose and focus.
Science is God’s gift for understanding how the natu-
ral world works in order to benefit our physical lives.
But science has a limit—it can only study things that
can be observed, tested, and repeated. The Bible
declares God’s interaction in this world for our eter-
nal salvation; and since God is above and beyond sci-
ence, the Bible won’t fit into it.

Let’s be clear: science is not an enemy of faith.
We’ll be using both Scripture and science to answer
questions in this book. But it’s very dangerous to
make science the master over Scripture.
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6. Are science and the Bible 
at cross-purposes with each other?

No, but they do have different purposes. The pur-
pose of science is to learn about the creation around
us. The purpose of the Bible is to teach us about Jesus.
What St. John writes about his Gospel is true for all
of Scripture: “But these are written so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in His name”
(John 20:31).

If we respect that, science and Scripture can get
along just fine. I don’t use a whisk to mow my lawn,
and I don’t use a lawnmower to make scrambled
eggs—each tool has its purpose. If I try to mow with
a whisk, I’m going to conclude that it’s good for noth-
ing—but that’s my fault, because I’m using it for the
wrong purpose. Likewise, if I try to use science to
explain God, it’s not going to work very well. If I try
to use the Bible to explain nuclear physics, I’m going
to conclude that the Bible isn’t helpful. That’s not the
fault of the Bible: it’s my fault for using it for the
wrong purpose.

7. Can you give some examples 
of making science the master 

over the Bible?

Yes, and this is important because you’ll find peo-
ple doing this all the time—and you’ll especially find
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professors doing this in a lot of college classrooms.
It’s sometimes called rationalism, higher criticism, or
historical criticism.

In general, the argument goes like this: whatever
science can’t verify in the Bible isn’t true. Take, for
example, this description of our Lord,

“Jesus is the Son of God who became
man and was born of the Virgin
Mary. He taught people, performed
all sorts of miracles and wonders, and
died on the cross for the sins of the
world. Three days later, He rose from
the dead, ascended into heaven and
will return to judge the living and the
dead.”

A historical critic will look at that summary, get
out his marking pen, and cross out everything that sci-
ence can’t verify. When he’s done, the summary looks
like this:

“Jesus was a man who lived, taught,
and died.”

See what this does? If you get rid of all the mirac-
ulous stuff, Jesus was just another guy. Shoot, I’m
alive, I teach, and I’m going to die if the Lord doesn’t
return first. If that’s all Jesus did, there’s no hope.

Before we go further, look at that argument
again—because it’s not scientific! It doesn’t follow
the scientific method. Those who make the argument
weren’t there to observe Jesus. They can’t test their
hypothesis on Him because He’s ascended into heav-
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en, and they certainly can’t repeat the test! Therefore,
they can’t prove that He didn’t perform miracles.

By the way, people who buy into this preach some
of the worst sermons. Imagine a pastor who doesn’t
believe in miracles, but he has to preach on
Christmas, and his text is Luke 2:7: “And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swad-
dling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.” Since this pastor
doesn’t believe that anything miraculous happened
here, he’s going to preach some lame sermon on prop-
er care of newborn children, the art of swaddling,
manger construction, or how hotels should always
have rooms available if pregnant women drop by.
Since none of this is particularly life-changing stuff,
people stop coming to hear him preach. At this point,
rather than repent, that pastor blames the Bible for
being irrelevant, when he’s the one who’s gutted the
message.

8. What does it mean when someone
says that the Bible “contains” 

the Word of God?

Be really wary of that phrase. When somebody
says that the Bible “contains” the Word of God, they
usually mean that it also contains content that isn’t the
Word of God. Therefore, the Bible includes a mixture
of God’s Word and man’s ideas, and it’s up to you and
me to figure out which is which. This allows people
to keep the parts they like—which they decide is
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God’s Word, and get rid of the parts they don’t like so
much. This dangerous philosophy seeks to rob the Bible
of authority. For instance, some scholars today claim
that some of what St. Paul wrote was inspired by God;
but when he condemns sexual immorality, it was just
his personal opinion. Therefore, they claim, homosexu-
ality and fornication are just fine with God. They will be
terribly surprised on that scientifically unverifiable, yet
very true day called the Final Judgment.

By the way, it’s common to present this idea as
“advanced theology.” In other words, a professor who
does this will tell you that he’s there to give you a bet-
ter understanding of the Bible by taking you past your
“Sunday School” knowledge. “In Sunday School, it
was okay to believe in miracles because you were just a
kid. Now that you’re older, it’s time to get rid of believ-
ing in supernatural wonders; just like you grew up and
stopped believing in Santa Claus, it’s time to stop
believing in Jesus as the Son of God.” In other words
it’s time to stop believing in right and wrong. It’s time
to give up hoping for everlasting life. That’s not grow-
ing up. It’s abandoning the faith and inviting death!

Don’t let someone bully you out of the faith by
accusing you of being immature for trusting the Lord.
Jesus has no problem with childlike faith: in fact, He
praises it:

Jesus declared, “I thank You, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that You
have hidden these things from the
wise and understanding and revealed
them to little children.” 
(Matthew 11:25)
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