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.A Brief Summary 
of the Christian Faith

This is the text of Dr. Martin Luther’s Small
Catechism, the most popular explanation of the
central teachings of the Christian faith. It has
been used by countless Christians of all denomi-
nations for almost 500 years.

The Ten Commandments
As the head of the family should teach them in a

simple way to his household

The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean? We should fear, love, and
trust in God above all things.

The Second Commandment
You shall not misuse the name 

of the Lord your God.
What does this mean? We should fear and love

God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic
arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it
in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.
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The Third Commandment
Remember the Sabbath day by 

keeping it holy.
What does this mean? We should fear and love

God so that we do not despise preaching and His
Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and
learn it.

The Fourth Commandment
Honor your father and your mother.

What does this mean? We should fear and love
God so that we do not despise or anger our par-
ents and other authorities, but honor them, serve
and obey them, love and cherish them.

The Fifth Commandment
You shall not murder.

What does this mean? We should fear and love
God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor
in his body, but help and support him in every
physical need.

The Sixth Commandment
You shall not commit adultery.

What does this mean? We should fear and love
God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent
life in what we say and do, and husband and wife
love and honor each other.

The Seventh Commandment
You shall not steal.
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What does this mean? We should fear and love
God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money
or possessions, or get them in any dishonest way,
but help him to improve and protect his posses-
sions and income.

The Eighth Commandment
You shall not give false testimony 

against your neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and love

God so that we do not tell lies about our neigh-
bor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputa-
tion, but defend him, speak well of him, and
explain everything in the kindest way.

The Ninth Commandment
You shall not covet 

your neighbor’s house.
What does this mean? We should fear and love

God so that we do not scheme to get our neigh-
bor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way
which only appears right, but help and be of
service to him in keeping it.

The Tenth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, or his manservant or maidservant, 
his ox or donkey, or anything that 

belongs to your neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and love
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God so that we do not entice or force away our
neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn
them against him, but urge them to stay and do
their duty.

[The text of the commandments is from Exodus
20:3, 7–8, 12–17.]

The Close of the Commandments

What does God say about all these command-
ments?

He says: “I, the LORD your God, am a jeal-
ous God, punishing the children for the sin of
the fathers to the third and fourth generation
of those who hate Me, but showing love to a
thousand generations of those who love Me
and keep My commandments.” [Exodus
20:5–6]

What does this mean? God threatens to punish
all who break these commandments. Therefore,
we should fear His wrath and not do anything
against them. But He promises grace and every
blessing to all who keep these commandments.
Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him
and gladly do what He commands.
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

1. A mighty fortress is our God,
A trusty Shield and Weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need
That hath us now o’ertaken.
The old evil Foe
Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.

2. With might of ours can naught be done,
Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the Valiant One,
Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this?
Jesus Christ it is.
Of Sabaoth Lord,
And there’s none other God;
He holds the field forever.

3. Though devils all the world should fill,
All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill,
They shall not overpower us.
This world’s prince may still
Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none,
He’s judged; the deed is done;
One little word can fell him.
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Blest Be the Tie That Binds

1. Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The unity of heart and mind
Is like to that above.

2. Before our Father’s throne
We pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts and our cares.

3. We share our mutual woes,
Our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows
The sympathizing tear.

4. From sorrow, toil, and pain
And sin we shall be free,
And perfect love and friendship reign
Through all eternity.

Text: Lowell Mason

Chief of Sinners Though I Be

1. Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed his blood for me,
Died that I might live on high,
Lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,
I am his, and he is mine.

2. Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,
Higher than the heav’ns above,
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Be Still, My Soul

1. Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side;
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to your God to order and provide;
In every change he faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul; your best, your heavenly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

2. Be still, my soul; your God will undertake
To guide the future as he has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul; the waves and wind still know
His voice who ruled them while he dwelt below.

3. Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart
And all is darkened in the vale of tears;
Then you will better know his love, his heart,
Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your 

fears.
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay
From his own fullness all he takes away.

4. Be still, my soul; the hour is hastening on
When we shall be forever with the Lord,
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul; when change and tears 

are past,
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.

Text: Catharina von Schlegel, b. 1697;
tr. Jane Borthwick, 1813–97, alt.
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