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Dear Pastor,

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

“You will call, and the LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and He will say:
Here am I.” Isaiah 58:9 (NIV®)

This remarkable promise reflects the boldness and confidence God’s dear children
may have when addressing their heavenly Father.Think of what would happen in
your congregation if more people understood this truth and put it into practice,
voicing their requests based on a clear understanding of God’s Word. Concordia
Publishing House produced The Lord Will Answer, a devotional edition of Luther’s
Small Catechism with Explanation for just this purpose.

For too long the catechism and explanation have been used as a textbook, and
not as a resource for daily Christian prayer and meditation.This book provides 
a tremendous collection of devotional materials based on solid and substantial
doctrinal content. I am sure you will be impressed by this unique book.

As you look over these sample pages, consider the following uses:

• Family devotions    • Personal devotions    • Congregational prayers    • Adult
and junior confirmation class resource     • Confirmation gift     • Wedding gift

I encourage you to make this book available to your congregation by buying a 
few cases. May the blessings and grace of God the Holy Trinity give you great 
joy and peace.

Cordially in Christ,

Rev. Paul T. McCain
Interim President and CEO
Concordia Publishing House
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How to Use This Book

JESUS URGED HIS DISCIPLES to pray daily for God’s blessings and
abide in His Word (Matthew 6:11; John 15:7).The first Christians lived
by daily prayer and the teachings of the apostles (Acts 2:42, 46). Dr.
Martin Luther, at the time of the Reformation, exemplified this pattern
of devotion for ordinary Christians by daily “praying” the catechism
(Table Talk,Veit Dietrich, No. 122; LW 54:17). The LORD Will Answer builds
on this time-honored approach to prayer.

The Six R’s of Prayer

A helpful outline for daily prayer can be summarized in the follow-
ing way:

Recite aloud a part of the catechism or a Bible passage to
refresh your memory and focus your thoughts.

Read the devotional page to enrich your understanding of
the Lord’s teaching.

Reflect on how this teaching applies to your faith and life.

Repent by pouring out your heart to the Lord, asking Him
to forgive your failures of faith and life. Confess your
thoughts honestly to the Lord.

Rejoice in God’s mercy and forgiveness through His Son,
which are the very basis of prayer.We are unworthy of His
blessings but He declares us worthy through Christ Jesus!

Request God’s blessings for yourself as well as your family,
friends, and neighbors. Pray confidently, in view of the prophet
Isaiah’s promise,“The LORD will answer” (Isaiah 58:9).

Getting Started

Take up this prayer book at any time and begin reading on the page
for that day in the Christian calendar.You can find the correct devotion-
al page by noting which Sunday of the church year you last observed at
church or by beginning on a major festival (see p. 4 for dates).Turn to the
appropriate day for that week of the church year as indicated in the upper
right hand corner of each devotional page. For example, if you are read-
ing this book on Tuesday of Holy Week, the devotions for Holy Week
begin on page 191. Simply turn a few more pages for the Tuesday devo-
tion of that week (p. 194).



To learn more about the various feasts of the church year, consult the
date chart on p. 4 or read the calendar notes for each season.

Typical Devotional Pages

Most pages in this prayer book include the following elements:

• A passage from the 
Small Catechism 
of Dr. Martin Luther [1]

• A question or two about
Christian teaching,
related to the passage
from the catechism [2];
contemporary questions
appear on the right [3]

• Bible passages and 
examples that address 
the question(s) [4]

• A summary answer 
to the question(s) [5]

• A prayer from a Church
Father, early Christian
prayer book, or a 
modern theologian [6]

This is the pattern of devotion you will find on all regularly occur-
ring days in the church year. By using this prayer book each day, you will
receive a comprehensive understanding of Christian teaching through a
time-honored model of devotion.

Read aloud the catechism passage. Reflect on the question(s) and
Bible passages and read the summary. Conclude with prayer, as described
above in “The Six ‘R’s’ of Prayer.”To enrich your devotion, journal your
thoughts and prayers and sing hymn verses appropriate to the season.
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Special Devotional Pages

Because the weeks of the church year depend on the date of Easter—
which changes from year to year— this prayer book includes special devo-
tional pages. For example, the number of weeks in Epiphany or the num-
ber of weeks after Pentecost changes each year.There may or may not be
a Seventh Sunday after Epiphany depending on the date of Easter.
Devotional pages for these variable days include the following elements:

• A devotional passage from a Church Father or modern 
theologian

• A prayer adapted from the various prayers found in the Bible

Read the devotional passage. Conclude with the prayer, as described
above in “The Six ‘R’s’ of Prayer.” To enrich your devotion, journal your
thoughts and prayers and sing hymn verses appropriate to the season.

Christ on the Mount of Olives by Albrecht Dürer.



If today is Christmas Wednesday, Advent 4
go to page 66 

Manifest in Human Form
Now the virginity of Mary was hidden from the prince of this world

[Satan], as was also her offspring, and the death of the Lord; three mys-
teries of renown, which were wrought in silence by God.

How, then, was her offspring manifested to the world? A star shone
forth in heaven above all the other stars, the light of which was inex-
pressible, while its novelty struck men with astonishment.And all the rest
of the stars, with the sun and moon formed a chorus to this star, and its
light was exceedingly great above them all.And there was agitation felt as
to whence this new spectacle came, so unlike to everything else in the
heavens.

Therefore every kind of magic was destroyed, and every bond of
wickedness disappeared; ignorance was removed, and the old kingdom
abolished, God Himself being manifested in human form for the renew-
al of eternal life. (Ignatius of Antioch, c.35–c.107)

Pray: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for He has been mindful of the humble state of His servant. From now
on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great
things for me—holy is His name. His mercy extends to those who fear
Him, from generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds
with His arm. He has scattered those who are proud in their inmost
thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted
up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent
the rich away empty. He has helped His servant Israel, remembering to
be merciful to Abraham and His descendants forever, even as He said to
our fathers. O Lord, I believe that You will accomplish for me everything
that You have said; through Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. (from Luke
1:46–55)
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If today is Ash Wednesday Wednesday, Epiphany 7
go to p. 148

Sick with Sin
As men in fevers desire not that which is best for them, so men in sin

covet not that which is best for them in this world.The world said that
the apostles were fools, and forsaken of God; and so it would say today of
all who live like them, for worldly joy and worldly good pleases them,
and they do not crave heavenly things, nor rightly follow after Christ.
And this judgment by the world is a manifest witness against men, that
they are not holy, but turned aside to worldly things: for as the sense of
taste of a sick man, distempered from good food, moves him to covet
things contrary to his health, so it is that man’s soul does not crave God’s
teaching. (John Wycliffe, c. 1330–84)

Pray: O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant of
love with all who love Him and obey His commands, we have sinned and
done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned
away from Your commands and laws. We have not listened to Your ser-
vants the prophets, who spoke in Your name. Lord,You are righteous, but
this day we are covered with shame because of our unfaithfulness to You.
Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of Your servant. For Your
sake, O Lord, look with favor on Your desolate sanctuary. Give ear, O
God, and hear; open Your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears
Your Name.We do not make requests of You because we are righteous,
but because of Your great mercy. O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord,
hear and act! For Your sake, O my God, do not delay,Your people bear
Your Name.Amen. (from Daniel 9:4–7, 17–19)
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The Sacraments Wednesday, Pentecost 12

What is a Sacrament? How many such Sacraments are there? 
The apostles taught:

Peter replied,“Repent and be baptized, every one of you,
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”Acts 2:38

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the com-
munion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break,
is it not the communion of the body of Christ? (NKJV) 
1 Corinthians 10:16

We believe: A Sacrament is a sacred act instituted by God, in which
God Himself has joined His Word of promise to a visible element, and
by which He offers, gives, and seals the forgiveness of sins earned by
Christ. By this definition there are two Sacraments: Holy Baptism and
the Lord’s Supper. Note: The word Sacrament comes to us from the Latin
Bible, where it translates the Greek word mystery. At first this word
described all the saving truths of the faith, such as the Trinity, the incar-
nation, the redemption, the church (see for instance 1 Corinthians 4:1,
Ephesians 5:32, and 1 Timothy 3:16). Later it was narrowed down to 
our present sense. Sometimes Holy Absolution is counted as a third
Sacrament, even though it has no divinely instituted visible element
(Large Catechism IV.74;Apology XIII.4).

Pray: I thank You, my God, for Your Holy Gospel, through which You
did reveal, give, and convey unto me the saving grace which Christ has
obtained for me. And I thank You for Your holy Sacraments, through
which You did deal with me in particular, and did seal unto me Your grace
by means of visible signs. I pray You, my gracious God, thus to make me
firm and glad in faith, and altogether sure of Your grace. Amen. (C.M.
Zorn, 1846–1928)

8



The Sacraments Thursday, Pentecost 12

Why are we to treasure the Sacraments, when water, bread,
and wine are such common elements?

[God] chose the lowly things of this world and the
despised things—and the things that are not to nullify the
things that are. 1 Corinthians 1:28.

Bible example: By God’s promise the plain Jordan River
had the power to cure Naaman’s leprosy (2 Kings 5:1–14).

We believe: “The Sacraments and all the external things which God
ordains and institutes should not be regarded according to the gross,
external mask—as we see the shell of a nut—but as something in which
God’s Word is included” (Large Catechism IV.19).

Pray: Almighty and everlasting God, we pray in the name of Your dear
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. First, send a spiritual kingdom and the blessed
Gospel ministry. Give us devout and faithful preachers who will bring
forth the treasure of Your divine Word in truth and purity. Graciously
guard us against schisms and heresies. Do not look upon our ingratitude
with which we have long ago deserved that You take Your Word away
from us. Do not punish us as severely as we deserve. Rather let other
harm come to us, but do not deprive us of Your precious Word.Again we
ask You to give us thankful hearts that we may love Your holy Word, prize
it very highly, hear it reverently, and improve our lives accordingly.And so
may we not only understand Your Word rightly but also meet its require-
ments by our deeds. May we live in accordance with it and daily increase
in faith and good works. May these hallow Your name, let Your kingdom
come, and Your will be done.Amen. (Martin Luther, 1483–1546)
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism Friday, Pentecost 12

What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command
and combined with God’s word.

Which is that word of God?

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew:“Therefore go and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

What does the word baptize
mean? What is so special 
about the water of Baptism? 
The Scriptures teach:

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean;
I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols.
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.
And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my
decrees and be careful to keep my laws. Ezekiel 36:25–27

When they [the Pharisees] come from the marketplace they do
not eat unless they wash.And they observe many other traditions,
such as the washing [baptizing] of cups, pitchers, and kettles. Mark 7:4

Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty con-
science and having bodies washed with pure water. Hebrews 10:22

We believe: Baptize means to apply water by immersing, washing, pour-
ing, and the like.“It is nothing else than a divine water, not that the water
in itself is nobler than other water but that God’s Word and command-
ment are added to it” (Large Catechism IV.14). Note: To baptize with the
Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11) means to “pour out” the Spirit (Acts 1:5 and
Acts 2:17-18).

Pray: Grant me, O God, in judgment’s hour to feel alone Your saving
power. Let mercy’s ray unclouded shine. Let the full stream of grace be
mine. For grace and mercy dwell with You. Eternally may I dwell there,
too.Amen. (Gregory of Nazianzus, c. 329–c. 390)
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Is immersion the only right way
to baptize or can the water be
applied in other ways?
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism Saturday, Pentecost 12

What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command
and combined with God’s word. (p.18).

Who instituted Holy Baptism? What does it mean to baptize 
“in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit”? Jesus said:

Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you. Matthew 28:19–20

We believe: God Himself instituted Baptism, for our Lord Jesus Christ
commanded His church to baptize all nations in His three-fold name.
This means that in Baptism, God, the Holy Trinity, receives me into com-
munion or fellowship with Himself.

Pray: Keep, I pray, my faith undefiled. Even till my spirit departs, grant
that this may be the expression of my convictions, so that I may ever hold
fast that which I professed in the creed of my new birth, when I was bap-
tized in the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. In short, let me
adore You, our Father, and Your Son together with You. Let me win the
favor of Your Holy Spirit, who is from You, through Your Only-begotten.
For I have a convincing witness to my faith, who says,“Father, all that are
Mine are Yours and all that are Yours are mine.” This is my Lord Jesus
Christ, who abides in You and from You, and with You, forever God, who
is blessed forever and ever.Amen. (Hilary of Poitiers, c. 315–c. 368)
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism Sunday, Pentecost 13

What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command
and combined with God’s word.

Which is that word of God?

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew:“Therefore go and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

Who is to baptize? Who is to be baptized? The apostle Paul
taught:

Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God (NKJV). 1 Corinthians 4:1

We believe: Normally the called ministers of Christ are to baptize, but
in cases of emergency and when no pastor is available, any Christian
should baptize.“All nations” are to be baptized, that is, all people, young
and old. Note: For a short form of Baptism in cases of emergency, see p.
469.

Pray: Almighty and merciful God, the Fountain of all goodness, who
knows the thoughts of our hearts, we confess unto You that we have
sinned against You, and done evil in Your sight.Wash us, we beg You, from
the stains of our past sins, and give us grace and power to put away all
hurtful things; so that, being delivered from the bondage of sin, we may
bring forth worthy fruits of repentance.Amen. (Alcuin of York, 735–804)

The Baptism of Christ by Martin Schongauer.
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism     Wednesday, Pentecost 13

What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command
and combined with God’s word.

Which is that word of God?

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew:“Therefore go and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

Why are babies to be 
baptized?

Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Matthew 28:19

Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.And you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.The promise is for you and
your children.Acts 2:38–39

People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have Him
touch them.When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them.
But Jesus called the children to Him and said,“Let the little
children come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the king-
dom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth,
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little
child, will never enter it.” Luke 18:15–17

We believe: Babies are to be baptized because they are included in the
words “all nations”; Jesus especially invites little children to come to Him.

Pray: I yield You hearty thanks, most merciful Father, that it has pleased
You to regenerate me with Your Holy Spirit, to receive me for Your own
child by adoption, and to incorporate me into Your holy church. I most
humbly beg You to grant, that I being dead unto sin, and living unto
righteousness, and being buried with Christ in His death, may crucify the
old man, and utterly abolish the whole body of sin.As I have been made
partaker of the death of Your Son, may I also partake of His resurrection;
through Christ Jesus our Lord.Amen. (Johann Gerhard, 1582–1637)
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A little baby can recognize its
parents. But how can a baby
know God?
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism        Thursday, Pentecost 13

What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command
and combined with God’s word.

Which is that word of God?

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew:“Therefore go and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

Why are babies to be baptized?

No one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born
of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the
Spirit gives birth to spirit. John 3:5–6

Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.
Ephesians 2:3

If anyone causes one of these little ones who believe 
in Me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large 
millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the
depths of the sea. Matthew 18:6

Bible example: John the Baptist was “filled with the Holy
Spirit even from birth” (Luke 1:15), and even before birth
(1:41–44).

We believe: As sinners, babies need what Baptism offers; babies also are
able to have faith.

Pray: Heavenly Father, even the smallest infants recognize their parents
and cry out for their care.Through Holy Baptism,You have opened Your
kingdom to people of all ages. Lead us to treasure our Baptism the way
an infant treasures the gentle embraces of its parents. Grant us a lifelong
faith springing from Your command and nurtured by the sincere milk of
Your Word, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.Amen. (EE)

Are babies born perfectly 
innocent?
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism Friday, Pentecost 13

What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command
and combined with God’s word.

Which is that word of God?

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew:“Therefore go and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

Why does the church 
encourage the use of sponsors 
at Baptisms? Scripture states:

“Every matter may be established by the testimony of
two or three witnesses.” Matthew 18:16

From Him the whole body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love,
as each part does its work. Ephesians 4:16

We believe: Sponsors witness that those who receive this Sacrament
have been properly baptized.They also pray for them and in the case of
children, help with their Christian upbringing, especially if they should
lose their parents. Only those of the same confession of faith should be
sponsors. Note: Sponsors or godparents should be chosen carefully and
not simply for the purpose of honoring family members or friends.

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we pray about the spiritual welfare of our dear
children.You have purchased them with Your blood and blessed them in
Holy Baptism.You have made them Your everlasting possession and over
them You have placed us as leaders and guardians. From our hands You
will therefore one day claim our children. O pour into our hearts a full
measure of Your fervent and holy love to our children, and at the same
time fill us with divine wisdom to lead our children, so that finally, when
You have called us out of this world, they may be Your faithful witnesses
in word and deed.Amen. (C. F.W.Walther, 1811–1887)
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What happens to a person when
they are baptized?
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism Saturday, Pentecost 13

What benefits does Baptism give?
It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal sal-
vation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare.

Which are these words and promises of God?

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark:“Whoever believes and is bap-
tized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark
16:16)

What great and precious 
things are given in Baptism?

Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.Acts 2:38

Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away.Acts 22:16

Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? . . . If we have been
united with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also
be united with Him in His resurrection. Romans 6:3, 5

All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. Galatians 3:27

He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians
1:13–14 (Compare Colossians 2:11–12.)

We believe: Baptism works forgiveness of sins and rescues from death
and the devil.

Pray: O Lord, I am Your sin;You are my righteousness.Therefore I tri-
umph and am secure; for my sin cannot overpower Your righteousness,
nor can Your righteousness let me be or remain a sinner. Blessed Lord
God of mine, my Mercy and my Redeemer, in You only do I trust; never
let me be ashamed.Amen. (Martin Luther, 1483–1546)
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New daily devotional draws readers closer
to Christ and His Word.

The Lord Will Answer:A Daily Prayer Catechism offers a daily treasure of
Scripture, prayer and meditation on the truths of God's Word, based on

The Small Catechism with Explanation. It features devotional thoughts
from over 80 different writers, from the Early Church through the 

modern era. The Lord Will Answer is organized around the six chief parts
of Luther's Small Catechism and follows the church year. Continue

steadfast in the teachings of the Apostles with this magnificent resource,
suitable for use in the congregation, school or home, by individuals,
families or small groups. The Lord Will Answer. 512 pages. Hardback.

0-7586-0686-9    12-4229YLA     $19.99 each

10 or more copies are $13.00 each

Offer ends February 15, 2005



Grow each day through this timeless collection of 
heartfelt requests and the Lord’s faithful answers 
presented in one-page, easy-to-use devotions.
The Lord Will Answer: A Daily Prayer Catechism includes:

• Questions about faith, life, and eternal life

• Answers drawn from God’s Holy Word

• Prayers of the Bible

• Prayers and meditations from great Christian teachers

The devotions are arranged by the seasons of the Christian
calendar and Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, classic
models of devotion.The prayers and topics are carefully
indexed so that you can find just the right words for your
prayers and the answers you need.
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