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Why is it that so many times we feel that our
prayers are going unanswered? Are we
praying for the wrong things? Are we pray-
ing the wrong way? We are not alone in
these feelings and questions.

The author examines several types of
prayers from the Old and New Testaments.
Using these prayers, he shows us a pattern
for prayer we can use in our daily life. By
understanding how and why people in the
Bible prayed, we can learn to feel comfort-
able with our own prayers and realize that
God is always listening.

“We feel as if we are lost in a wilderness without food or shelter, not know-

ing which way to turn, and having no way of finding a path that will lead

us out. When we feel as if we are praying to a god who doesn’t hear,

prayer seems emptied of its meaning and purpose. It seems as if God is

deaf! Despair and hurt sometimes set in. Our will is seemingly crushed. But

this is the wisdom of God as He teaches it. The believer’s cross is at hand.”
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Preface

This book was written during a time that challenged me not only to pray

but also to examine prayer. I had lost my job. The part-time jobs I found

helped fill an economic need but left a spiritual void. I keenly felt that my

God-given talents were not being used. I longed to have a job that would

enable me to help provide for my family and also provide a meaningful

way to use the talents I felt God had given me. In other words, I needed

more than employment. I needed a vocation.

This need moved me to prayer. I prayed for many things, but above

all else I prayed about my desire for a job that would be a vocation. At

times it seemed as if God did not, could not, or would not hear my

prayers. Although I was confident that He listened, I saw little tangible evi-

dence of His attention to what I felt I needed the most.

Prayer had been a part of my life since childhood when my parents

taught me to pray, showed me how to pray, and took me to church to

pray. Yet the experience of prayer during this challenging period of my life

has led me to a deeper appreciation of the privilege of prayer that God has

given to His people. This book is a collection of my reflections and con-

clusions on some of the prayers in the Bible. 
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When God Seems Deaf

Prayer can feel like a lonely experience. Although some prayers

are said in groups, before a meal, during worship, or before a

meeting at church, prayer is often individual and private. We

pray about our worries, fears, joys, needs, and wants. Such

prayers are spontaneous, informal, unrehearsed thoughts

brought to God.

When a concern dominates our thoughts for days or

even weeks, we may find ourselves praying frequently about it.

Such times are precisely when prayer seems to be a private

and lonely experience. We have shared our most personal

desires and thoughts with God, but we cannot see, feel, or

hear God as we can our fellow believers. Talking to a close

friend, a parent, a spouse, or even a therapist can have a heal-

ing effect because we receive instant feedback from the looks

on their faces and their warm words. We may even receive a

comforting embrace. Although God brings us the most com-

fort we could ever have, we receive none of those tangible,

healing gestures that another believer can give us through a
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smile, hug, good laugh, or cry. Sometimes it bothers us when
God does not seem to be here when we need that hug. 

I have seen the lonely side of prayer in my work as a pas-
tor at a nursing home. Many of the believers are confined to
bed with little chance to do much, except perhaps watch tele-
vision or listen to the radio. Residents spend a lot of time pray-
ing about their illnesses, their family and friends, and their
desire that the Lord might take them to heaven soon. Yet every
time I stopped by to visit with them, offer encouragement,
and share God’s Word, it seemed that the most special time
was when we prayed together. They appreciated having a
chance to pray with someone so much that they would often
thank me for stopping by to pray with them. We may have
talked, read the Bible, or shared some common interest, but
praying with someone else seemed most important to them
because it removed the loneliness from prayer.

On top of loneliness, we may feel as if God is not even
hearing our prayers, let alone answering them. That is when
the loneliness of prayer can be devastating. We feel as if we are
lost in a wilderness without food or shelter, not knowing which
way to turn and having no way of finding a path that will lead
us out. When we feel as if we are praying to a God who does-
n’t hear, prayer seems emptied of its meaning and purpose. It
seems as if God is deaf! Despair and hurt sometimes set in. Our
will is seemingly crushed. But this is the wisdom of God as He
teaches it. The believer’s cross is at hand.

That is why we need to look at prayers in the Bible—espe-
cially prayers prayed by people who complained that God was
not listening to them. We soon find that we are not alone in
feeling that God is not paying attention. When we examine
these prayers, we learn two things: First, prayer begins with
God’s promise of mercy toward us. Prayer does not begin with
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human effort to pester God until He listens. Second, prayer is

designed to help us transcend our problems, our troubles, and

our wills by focusing on God and His will. Prayer is not a way to

manipulate God into answering all our questions or solving our

problems in the ways we want them solved. This is why our

focus is on God’s Word, which teaches us to pray, and on the

importance of the sacraments in the Christian’s life.

( Psalm 13—Confronting God in Prayer

How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever?

How long will You hide Your face from me?

How long must I take counsel in my soul 

and have sorrow in my heart all the day?

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?

Consider and answer me, O LORD my God;

light up my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep 

of death,

lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,”

lest my foes rejoice because I am shaken.

But I have trusted in Your steadfast love;

my heart shall rejoice in Your salvation.

I will sing to the LORD, 

because He has dealt bountifully with me. 

In this prayer the psalmist boldly confronts his God who

seems to be deaf and ignoring him. This is a prayer of desper-
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ation and trust, which may seem contradictory, but these
emotions coexist in this prayer. The psalmist has lost hope and
wonders whether God has permanently forgotten him. God
has seemingly chosen to hide Himself from the psalmist. After
all, God is not with him to give guidance or wise advice. In the
psalmist’s sorrow of feeling abandoned, he feels a need for
guidance from heaven. Yet none is available. His prayers seem
to go unanswered and unheard. The psalmist’s hopelessness
turns into desperation as he demands: “Look at me! Answer
me!” He feels as if he is on the verge of death, and those who
caused his tragic state will rejoice. The psalmist’s enemies will
have the joy of feeling they were right in doing whatever they
did to make him miserable.

Psalm 13 could be prayed by any of us who feel we have
been wronged by others who have gotten away with it. The
utter hopelessness of feeling as if you have lost something
unjustly at the hands of someone else with no way of getting
it back is devastating. Whether you have lost your job, health,
prosperity, friends, or family, the thought of never recovering
what was lost can immobilize and paralyze the strongest of us.
Television news reports often show a person who is grieving at
the loss of a loved one. The grief of such people is almost too
painful to watch as it is beamed into our homes. We know
nothing will bring that lost loved one back. We can see the sor-
row, rage, and gloom of the people crying over the deceased
loved one. We are filled with their righteous anger and indig-
nation as they call for justice to be done and the killers to be
prosecuted and punished.

Although we can sympathize with such people as their
stories are told to us through the flickering television screen,
we cannot fully understand the depth of their emotions until
we experience a similar loss. Whether that is a lost job, lost rep-
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utation, or lost friends, the grieving and hopelessness is strik-
ingly similar to that experienced at the death of a loved one. At
times these are multiple losses. Losing a job can mean losing
the friends we had at work. Losing our reputation can cost us
friends and perhaps even a job or a career.

When such a loss occurs, our prayers, like the psalmist’s,
can turn into cries of “How long?” How long is God going to
allow me to suffer? Will this last for the rest of my life? Will I ever
regain my job, reputation, friends, health, or prosperity? Often
we know that what we have lost we have lost forever. The
happy situation we knew cannot be reconstructed. Like
Humpty Dumpty, nothing, not even all the king’s horses and all
the king’s men, will ever put things back as they were. We often
desire to have what we lost, but we know that is not what we
will get.

However, notice that the psalmist’s prayer was one of
trust as well as hopelessness. Faith, or trust, brings hope. Faith
always receives the strength and mercy that Christ gives. In
faith, the psalmist accepts that everything that happens to him
is under God’s control (Romans 8:28). God could restore his
position, his reputation, and his friends. But as much as the
psalmist demands that God quit hiding and listen, he does not
demand that God give him back what he lost. The psalmist’s
faith transcends his loss and grasps God’s promises and refuses
to let go. 

God’s mercy is the key to the psalmist’s prayer. He admits
he has no right to demand anything from God because God
owes him nothing. Yet the psalmist knows that God will have
mercy on him. The opponents who caused him loss and
anguish may rejoice in overpowering him, but his joy is in
God’s salvation. Although it may not have been the salvation
and vindication that the psalmist envisioned, he knows that
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God’s plan or will to save him from his despair is best—
whether or not it conforms to his own will.

The last line of this prayer is perhaps the most remark-
able. The God who forgot the psalmist, the God who aban-
doned him to make decisions without spiritual guidance, is
the God who has been good to the psalmist. Hopeless despair
has turned into gratitude and praise. The desperate cries of a
fallen man have become grateful songs. We see that God is
beginning to answer the psalmist even before he is done pray-
ing. God promises to continue to be merciful to him. Not only
did the psalmist receive his answer, but that answer began to
change him before he got to his amen.

What Does God’s Word Teach Us?
Psalm 13 teaches us our first important lesson about prayer:
Prayer begins with God’s promise of mercy toward us. Prayer does
not begin with a human effort to pester God until He listens. The
Bible does instruct us to pray often and always (Luke 18:1; 
1 Thessalonians 5:17), but it does not tell us that God listens
more closely simply because we pray more often (Matthew 6:7).

Prayer is not the same as calling God on the telephone
and letting it ring over and over again until He answers us
because He is tired of hearing the phone ring. Instead, prayer
is our response to God’s promise and gift of mercy to us.
Because we know that He is merciful, that He forgives us and
we are His dear children, we pray. Even when we think God is
deaf and cannot or will not hear us, we trust His promise of
mercy. God does not lie. In fact, God answered the psalmist’s
prayer by allowing him to realize God’s mercy toward him
even in the midst of the prayer.

The same mercy that the psalmist received is the same
mercy God gives to us. The same faith or trust that the psalmist
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had in God’s mercy is the same faith that God gave to us in our

Baptism. God’s mercy teaches us to pray. Yes, we pray even

when we think God is deaf or ignoring us. In the end, we rejoice

just like the psalmist because we trust that God is merciful and

is as good to us as He was to the psalmist (see Luke 18:7–8). The

psalmist trusts God and the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ

overcame sin, death, and the devil. He promises to give us

strength to overcome our sorrows, losses, and tribulations.

( Psalm 77—Where Can We Find Comfort?

Another psalm in which someone called out for God to listen

is Psalm 77. This prayer is attributed to Asaph, the musician

David appointed to lead worship in the tabernacle. In this

psalm the psalmist speaks of his inner feelings as he prays to

God. This prayer can help us understand our feelings about

praying to a seemingly deaf God.

I cry aloud to God,

aloud to God, and He will hear me.

In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord;

in the night my hand is stretched out 

without wearying;

my soul refuses to be comforted.

When I remember God, I moan;

when I meditate, my spirit faints.
Selah
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When God Receives Praise

Children require much attention and have an endless supply of
requests. They rely on parents, grandparents, teachers, and
others to supply them with the physical, emotional, and spiri-
tual support and guidance they need to grow into mature
adults. If parents do their job correctly, their children learn to
be thankful for the things others do for them. When they are
young, we have to train children to say “Thank you” to some-
one who has given them something or done them a favor. As
they grow older, children learn to realize they should be thank-
ful and learn how to express that thanks without having to be
reminded. Expressing thanks is expected of those who under-
stand the favors others have done for them.

Although we teach our children to thank others, we do
not often teach them another equally important practice—
praising others. Even as adults we find it difficult to praise a
person who has done something well because it makes us feel
a little uncomfortable. We are much more likely to praise them
to others, though the persons who are being praised often do
not hear it. Therefore, children seldom praise their parents for
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what they have done in providing a home and an education

for them. This is unfortunate because giving well-deserved

praise is an important way of showing how deeply grateful we

are for the dedication and excellence others have brought to

their responsibilities or obligations.

This reluctance to praise can lead to a deficit in our

prayers. We may praise God less in our prayers than we ought.

Like children who know to thank their parents but are reluctant

to praise them, we can become people who thank God for

what He does but fall short of praising Him. Thanks and praise

go together. However, praise goes beyond gratitude for what

God has done to recognition of the unsurpassed excellence of

everything God does. It not only shows our gratitude but also

shows our appreciation for God’s nature and His works.

Prayers of praise in the Bible fall into two broad types.

One is praise for God that urges others to also praise Him. The

other type is praise that glorifies God’s attributes or actions.

Many prayers contain both of these types. As we examine both

types of praise we will learn two important lessons: We can and

should praise God for the many things that He is and does. How-

ever, the greatest motivation for our praise for God comes from

His love and compassion for us in His Son. Since our entire rela-

tionship with God is founded upon Christ, our praises always build

upon His work for us.

( Psalm 150—Calling on Everyone
to Praise God in Every Way

Praise the LORD!

Praise God in His sanctuary,



praise Him in His mighty heavens!

Praise Him for His mighty deeds;

praise Him according to His excellent 

greatness!

Praise Him with trumpet sound;

praise Him with lute and harp!

Praise Him with tambourine and dance;

praise Him with strings and pipe!

Praise Him with sounding cymbals;

praise Him with loud clashing cymbals!

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!

Praise the LORD! 

This psalm (like Psalm 111–113, 135, and 146–149)

begins by calling on God’s people to praise Him. However, this

is not the ordinary way for calling on someone to praise God.

The word hallelujah (translated here as “Praise the LORD”) is a

combination of two Hebrew words: Hallelu (praise) and Yah

(the shortened form of God’s name, Yahweh). The word hal-

lelujah occurs only in the Book of Psalms. This way of calling on

people to praise God is reserved for worship. It specifically

speaks to God’s people gathered to worship Him. Therefore, it

calls for praise for God from those who understand His mercy

and goodness toward them.

Except for the beginning and ending hallelujahs, this

psalm consists of ten sentences calling on people to praise

God. The first one calls on people in His holy place to praise

Him. That is, it calls on the people assembled in the temple to
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sing His praises in worship. The second one calls on everyone
in heaven to praise Him. Thus all of God’s people, not only
those we see around us, but all those who have gone before
us, are urged to praise Him.

Sentences three and four are the only two in this psalm
that give a reason for praising God, and they do that in the
most general of terms. We are urged to praise Him for who He
is and for what He has done. This prayer does not elaborate on
what God has done nor does it dwell on any particular
attribute of God for which we are to praise Him. It leaves those
things to the worshipers to contemplate. They may think of
things He has done for them as a group. Or they may contem-
plate the many different things God has done for them as indi-
viduals. They may praise Him for all of His wonderful attributes,
His power, knowledge, wisdom, glory, and so forth, or for par-
ticular attributes that they appreciate at the moment of praise.

The next lines urge us to praise God in a particular way—
with music and dance. Among the musical instruments men-
tioned are trumpets, harps, tambourines, lutes, and cymbals,
along with various stringed instruments. This psalm reminds us
that prayers can be sung as well as spoken. Hymns often serve
the function of prayers sung by groups of worshipers.

Since ancient times, God’s people have used music as an
important part of their worship of Him. Christians have always
employed music in their worship, composing hymns in each
generation, and handing the best of them down to the gener-
ations that followed. Part of that musical tradition has been
praying to God in song, often accompanied by instruments.
This ancient prayer of praise reminds us that some of our most
important prayers make use of a marvelous gift that God has
given to human beings—music. It reminds us that we use not
only our minds and our folded hands5 to praise God in our
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prayers, but that we also use our entire bodies, including our

vocal cords. Musicians who lead the sung prayers may use

their arms and hands, legs and feet, lips, mouth, and breath in

praise to God (see the last line of the psalm). Those who sing

may use their bodies as they stand or kneel. During prayer we

can and should use our body to praise God, and we should use

the great gift of music as part of our praises. During my times

of prayer I have often found that singing a hymn to God is a

powerful way to praise Him and come to Him in prayer, even

when I am alone. This psalm urges us to make use of the gift

of music as part of our regular practice of prayer.

However, music in worship and prayer is not an end in

itself. While music has the power to beautify our prayers and

deeply touch our souls, it is no substitute for the content of our

prayer. That is why the psalmist urges God’s people to praise

Him for His works and His greatness before He encourages

them to praise Him with music. Music for its own sake is not

praise for God. Music with a message about our God and all

He has done for us is.

( Psalm 148—Calling on All Creation 
to Praise God

Praising God with music is only part of the message of the

Bible’s prayers of praise. Psalm 148 gives us another view of

praise for God.

Praise the LORD!

Praise the LORD from the heavens;

praise Him in the heights!
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Praise Him, all His angels;

praise Him, all His hosts!

Praise Him, sun and moon,

praise Him, all you shining stars!

Praise Him, you highest heavens,

and you waters above the heavens!

Let them praise the name of the LORD!

For He commanded and they were created.

And He established them forever and ever;

He gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.

Praise the LORD from the earth,

you great sea creatures and all deeps,

fire and hail, snow and mist,

stormy wind fulfilling His word!

Mountains and all hills,

fruit trees and all cedars!

Beasts and all livestock,

creeping things and flying birds!

Kings of the earth and all peoples,

princes and all rulers of the earth!

Young men and maidens together,

old men and children!

Let them praise the name of the LORD,

for His name alone is exalted;

His majesty is above earth and heaven.
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He has raised up a horn for His people,

praise for all His saints,

for the people of Israel who are near to Him.

Praise the LORD! 

Like Psalm 150, the praise for God in this psalm consists
mostly of calls for others to praise God. The first part calls on
everything in the heavens to praise God. Not only are God’s
heavenly creatures, the angels, called on to give God praise
but also heavenly bodies and even the clouds in the sky are
encouraged to praise God. That may seem a little strange to
us. We can identify with choirs of angels praising God in
heaven, but how do the sun, moon, and stars praise God? Yet
the concept of God receiving praise from His creation is not
isolated to this psalm. Psalm 19:1–4 tells us:

The heavens declare the glory of God,

and the sky above proclaims His handiwork.

Day to day pours out speech,

and night to night reveals knowledge.

There is no speech, nor are there words,

whose voice is not heard.

Their measuring line goes out through all 

the earth,

and their words to the end of the world. 

God’s creation tells of His glory and praises Him without
having to say a word. When we contemplate the starry skies
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at night, when we marvel at the wonders of the universe that
God created, we cannot help but think of His glory. Silently
the clouds roll overhead, and the sun, stars, and moon pass
by. Yet their testimony to God who placed them in the heav-
ens and controls their movements is as loud as any praise God
receives. In fact, that is why Psalm 148 calls on us to praise
God: He created the heavens and He controls everything that
happens in them.

The psalm moves on to call on the earth to praise God.
The ocean and its creatures, the weather and its powerful
storms, the mountains, plants, and animals are all told to
praise God. This part of God’s creation also testifies to His
power and glory. All of these things should remind us of God’s
glory. The weather, which we can (sometimes) predict but
cannot control, reminds us of God’s might with every power-
ful storm. The wonderful, yet delicate, balance of animal and
plant life that we can so easily destroy through environmental
mismanagement reminds us of God’s wisdom in ordering our
world better than we can. He deserves our praise, and obser-
vation of His world should tell us that.

But the psalm does not stop with the other creatures
around us. It calls on us to praise God. It calls on important
people—kings, officials, judges—as well as all others to praise
God. Moreover, it tells us to praise God for two reasons. One
is His glory to which heaven and earth testify every day, as the
psalm has already reminded us.

The other reason is that God has “raised up a horn for
His people,” meaning that He has given His people a powerful
leader and defender. The Hebrew word for horn is often used
to signify power in the Scriptures. Many animals, such as
sheep, goats, cattle, and deer use their horns as part of their
power to defend themselves and their young. The psalm uses
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the horn as a figure of speech to symbolize the strength God

gives to His people. In Psalm 132:7 the horn is used as a sym-

bol of a leader to come from King David’s family. Here it is used

to speak of a powerful leader for God’s people.

The Gospel of Mark recognizes the “horn” spoken of in

Psalm 148 as Jesus. Mark tells us that when Jesus rode into

Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday, the people shouted:

“Hosanna in the highest!” (Mark 11:10). The Greek phrase for

“in the highest heaven” matches the ancient Greek translation

of the Old Testament in only one place—Psalm 148:1. Chris-

tians recognize that the strong leader God gives His people is

Jesus, the horn from David’s family. Therefore, Psalm 148 calls

on the people of God, God’s true Israel (Galatians 6:16), those

who are close to Him by faith, to praise Him because of the

work of the promised Savior.

This final emphasis in Psalm 148 leads us to an important

principle about prayers of praise. We can and should praise God

for the many things that He is and does. However, the greatest

motivation for our praise for God comes from His love and com-

passion for us in His Son.

( Psalm 111 and the Books of Revelation 
and Daniel—Praising God for Who He Is 
and What He Does

Praise for God’s love and compassion shown in His saving

work for us is found in a number of psalms. One example is

Psalm 111.
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Praise the LORD!

I will give thanks to the LORD with my 

whole heart,

in the company of the upright, in the 

congregation.

Great are the works of the LORD,

studied by all who delight in them.

Full of splendor and majesty is His work,

and His righteousness endures forever.

He has caused His wondrous works to be 

remembered;

the LORD is gracious and merciful.

He provides food for those who fear Him;

He remembers His covenant forever.

He has shown His people the power of 

His works,

in giving them the inheritance 

of the 

nations.

The works of His hands are faithful and just;

all His precepts are trustworthy.

they are established forever and ever,

to be performed with faithfulness and 

uprightness.

He sent redemption to His people;
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He has commanded His covenant forever.

Holy and awesome is His name!

The fear of the LORD is the beginning 

of wisdom;

all those who practice it have a good 

understanding.

His praise endures forever! 

Unlike the first two prayers of praise we have considered,
this psalm does not consist mainly of calling on others to praise
God. Instead, it consists of praise that glorifies God and His
attributes. It starts with a brief thanks to God and continues
with praise for the many things God does and is. Psalm 111
praises God for His great and wondrous works, including the
miracles He has done. It praises God for providing for the daily
needs of His people, especially their food. It praises Him for His
truth and justice, especially for the principles that He gave to
His people to guide them. All of these are important reasons
for praising God and should be part of our praise to Him. 

However, we should notice that woven throughout the
praises in this psalm is praise for God’s love, mercy, and com-
passion in saving us. Verse 4 describes God as merciful and
compassionate. Verse 9 reminds us that He sends salvation to
His people. And twice, in verses 5 and 9, this psalm reminds us
that God keeps His promises, the foremost of which was His
promise to send the Savior into the world. Like Psalm 148, this
psalm centers its praise on God’s compassion for His people.

When we turn to the pages of the New Testament, we
find the praise for God’s mercy in Jesus is seen even more
clearly in the praises in Revelation. In the fifth chapter where
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Jesus is introduced as the Lamb, we read a prayer of praise

offered by God’s people in heaven.

Worthy are You to take the scroll

and to open its seals,

for You were slain, and by Your blood 

You ransomed people for God

from every tribe and language and people 

and nation,

and You have made them a kingdom and 

priests to our God,

and they shall reign on the earth. 
(Revelation 5:9–10) 

This praise centers squarely on Jesus’ sacrifice on the

cross. He is praised because He died. The praise then further

builds because of the consequences of Jesus’ death on the

cross. His blood bought people from all over the world to be

God’s own. This praise gives Jesus all the credit for bringing

people to God. We cannot claim to have contributed anything

to our status before God as His people because Christ did all

the work. Nor can we praise ourselves for the status we have in

God’s sight as members of His kingdom and as priests who

serve Him (see Exodus 19:6; 1 Peter 2:9). Jesus made us these

by His sacrifice. Even the final sentence: “They shall reign on

the earth,” is really praise for Jesus because it is His work that

makes us royalty.
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Two more prayers follow this praise. These also direct us

to Jesus’ death on the cross as the major reason for our praise

for God:

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive

power and wealth and wisdom and might and

honor and glory and blessing!” 
(Revelation 5:12)

“To Him who sits on the throne and to the

Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and

might forever and ever!” 
(Revelation 5:13)

The last of these prayers is especially important. This is

praise for Jesus because He was the lamb who was offered as a

sacrifice for the whole world. But this is also praise for God the

Father (the one on the throne). He was willing to give up His

Son to a horrible death so we could have life. Both the Father

and the Son share the praise for the compassion and mercy

they showed us at the cross on Calvary.

How different these prayers of praise are from those we

are often tempted to pray. We usually praise God for the good

things He does for us in this life. When something happens in

our life that we consider good—restoration of health, a new

job or promotion, the birth of a child, the marriage of a son or

daughter—we might find an occasion to praise God. These are

proper things to praise God for. However, they pale in com-

parison to the death of Christ for us. If our praise to God is only

for things in this life, it is not much in the way of praise. After
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all, Paul reminds us: “If in this life only we have hoped in
Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied” (1 Corinthians
15:19). However, if our praise is coupled with our praise to
God for saving us from sin and death, if our praises for things
in this life presuppose and build upon praise for Christ’s sacri-
fice on the cross, then we have learned how to pray true bibli-
cal praises.

The praises in Revelation build on the cross of Christ. In
chapter 15 we find another prayer of praise. It is the praise of
all who win the victory over evil.

Great and amazing are Your deeds,

O Lord God the Almighty!

Just and true are Your ways, 

O King of the nations!

Who will not fear, O Lord, 

and glorify Your name?

For You alone are holy. 

All nations will come and worship You,

for Your righteous acts have been revealed. 
(15:3–4) 

God’s “righteous acts” in the last verse is not primarily
referring to judgment against sin and sinners, a judgment of
condemnation. Instead, it is a reference to God’s judgment of
acquittal of sinners for Jesus’ sake. It is speaking about God’s
judgment that sets aside our well-deserved punishment
because Jesus has suffered our punishment for us on the cross.
God’s judgment and the work of His Son are the spectacular
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and amazing things to which this prayer refers. His decision to

give us life through Christ is what is praised as fair and true.

And that is why people fear Him and come to worship Him.

Thus while this prayer of praise does not specifically

mention the work of Christ, it is built upon it. Our praises

should be built on that same foundation. Sometimes they will

explicitly mention the work of Christ to free us from sin. Other

times they may presuppose it as their foundation. This is a les-

son about prayer we should always remember: Since our entire

relationship with God is founded upon Christ, our praises always

build upon His work for us.

In this light we can understand the prayers of praise in

the Bible. One example is the prayer of Daniel when God gave

him the ability to tell King Nebuchadnezzar what the king had

dreamt and what it meant. Nebuchadnezzar had threatened

Daniel with execution if he could not tell him. When Daniel

was shown the dream and its interpretation, the first thing he

did was to praise God. He could have chosen to go to the king

and tell him the dream, then, after the danger had passed,

praise God. Instead, Daniel praised God first. His faith in God

who through the coming Savior would make him part of the

eternal kingdom of God (Daniel 2:44–45) caused him to praise

God before doing anything else. That prayer, Daniel 2:20–23,

praises God for His wisdom and power.

Blessed be the name of God forever and ever,

to whom belong wisdom and might.

He changes times and seasons;

He removes kings and sets up kings;

He gives wisdom to the wise
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and knowledge to those who have 

understanding;

He reveals deep and hidden things;

He knows what is in the darkness,

and the light dwells with Him.

To You, O God of my fathers,

I give thanks and praise,

for You have given me wisdom and might,

and have now made known to me what we 

asked of You,

for You have made known to us the 

king’s matter. 

God gave Daniel wisdom so he could tell the king what
he wanted to know. Daniel’s wisdom, however, was greater
than knowing how to interpret a dream. It was a Christ-cen-
tered wisdom that led him to praise God.

( The Song of the Three—How God’s People
in the Past Learned to Praise Him

The examples of biblical prayers we have seen in this chapter
have taught us how to praise God in our prayers. That lesson
was also learned by the people of long ago. As I close this
chapter I would like to offer another prayer composed by
God’s people. This prayer is found in the ancient Greek version
of Daniel. Although it is not part of the original Hebrew and
Aramaic, it is nevertheless a wonderful prayer of praise to God.
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In Greek it comes immediately after the three young men,

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (also known by their Hebrew

names Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael) were thrown into the blaz-

ing furnace for refusing King Nebuchadnezzar’s order to worship an

idol (see Daniel 3). The ancient writer of this prayer, called the Song

of the Three, imagined these young men praising God in the midst

of the fire as God’s angel protected them from the flames. This

prayer draws on many of the praises to God found in the Old Tes-

tament. It shows us that from ancient times God’s people learned

to pray by reading and studying the prayers in the Bible.

You are praised, Lord God of our ancestors,

and You are worthy of praise and supreme 

honor forever.

Moreover, Your glorious and holy name is praised

and it is worthy of supreme praise 

and supreme honor 

throughout every age.

You are praised in the temple where Your 

holy glory is,

and You are to be supremely praised 

with songs and 

supremely glorified forever.

You are praised as You look into the depths 

of the earth as You sit on the angels,6

and You are worthy of praise and to be 

glorified forever.
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You are praised as You are on the throne of Your kingdom,

and You are to be praised with songs 

and supreme honor forever.

You are praised in the sky,

and You are to be praised with songs 

and glorified forever.

All things that the Lord has done, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Heavens, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

All angels of the Lord, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Water above the heavens, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

All powers of the Lord, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Sun and moon, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Stars in heaven, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Thunderstorms and dew, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

All winds, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.
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Fire and heat, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Winter’s cold and summer’s heat, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Frost and cold weather, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Dew and snow, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Nights and days, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Light and darkness, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Ice crystals and falling snow, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Flashes of lightning and clouds, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Earth, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Mountains and hills, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Everything that grows in the ground, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Seas and rivers, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.
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Springs, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Whales and everything that swims in water, 

praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Every bird in the air, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

All wild animals and cattle, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

All people, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Israel, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Priests, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Servants of the Lord, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Spirits and souls of those who have His approval, 

praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Holy people and those who are sincerely humble, 

praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever.

Hananiah, Azariah and Mishael, praise the Lord.

Sing His praise and give Him supreme honor forever
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because He has rescued us from hell.

He has saved us from the power of death

He has released us from the blazing flames 

and freed us from the fire.

Give thanks to the Lord because He is good,

because His mercy endures forever. 

Everyone who worships the God of Gods, 

sing His praise and thank Him

because His mercy endures forever and ever.
(Daniel 3:52–90, 

author’s translation) 

For more than two thousand years God’s people have
learned to offer Him prayers of praise by reading the Bible and
adapting its praises. We can grow in this aspect of our prayer life
by doing the same. �
The Book of Psalms contains many prayers of praise. I would rec-
ommend that for additional study you begin with the last group
of psalms, those that begin and end with hallelujah. Of those,
Psalm 146, 147, and 149 have not been treated in this chapter.




