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V

T h a n k s g i v i n g  

f o r  

C h r i s t ’s  S u f f e r i n g

O MOST GODLY JESUS, I thank You that, receiving the
penalty of my sin, You willingly underwent hunger,
thirst, cold, exhaustion, ridicule, persecution, sorrow,
poverty, imprisonment, scourging, the piercing of
thorns, and even a bitter death on a cross. How great is
the fire of Your love that persuaded You to plunge will-
ingly into the sea of that suffering for a miserable and
ungrateful slave. In Your innocence and righteousness,
You were free from all suffering, but Your immeasurable
and indescribable love made You a debtor and a defen-
dant in my place. I committed the crime; You under-
went the punishment. I plundered; You made amends
(Psalm 69:4). I sinned; You were punished.

O kindest Jesus, I recognize the depth of Your
mercy and the earnestness of Your love (Luke 1:78). You
appear to love me more than You love Yourself because
You gave Yourself up for me. Why was the sentence of
death pronounced on You? You are completely inno-
cent. Why were You, the fairest among the sons of men,
spit on (Psalm 45:2)? Why did You, the righteous one,
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undergo flogging and fetters? All these abuses rightly
belonged to me. But  You, because of unspeakable love,
descended to the prison of this world. You clothed
Yourself with my servile dwelling, willingly taking on
Yourself what I justly deserve. Because of my sin, I was
to be assigned to the unceasing, scorching flames of
hell. But You boiled with the fire of love on the altar of
the cross, setting me free from these flames. I was to be
cast away from the face of the heavenly Father because
of my sin. But for my sake, You chose to be abandoned
by Your heavenly Father. I was to be tormented forever
by the devil and his angels. But You, because of immeas-
urable love, gave Yourself for me and were harassed and
crucified by the servants of Satan.

In the various ways You were made to suffer, I see
evidence of Your love for me. Those fetters, those
scourgings, those thorns that injured You were because
of my sins. You bore all this because of me, because of
Your indescribable love. Your love was not satisfied by
the assumption of my flesh. You desired to establish that
love even more firmly through that most bitter passion
of Your soul and body. Who am I, most powerful Lord,
that for the sake of a disobedient slave You willingly
served so many years? Who am I, the most disgraceful
bond-servant of sin and whore of the devil, that for my
sake You, fairest bridegroom, did not refuse to die? Who
am I, kindest Creator, that for my sake, a most wretched
creature, You did not shrink from the punishment of the
cross?

Truly, most loving Bridegroom, to You I am a blood
bride. For my sake, You poured forth blood so abun-
dantly. Truly, fairest Lily, to You I am an injurious and
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piercing thorn. I placed on You a harsh and enduring
load. The weight of this so pressed You that drops of
blood freely flowed from Your body. Because of Your
love, Lord Jesus, only redeemer and mediator, I will
sing psalms of praise to You for eternity.

Amen.
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X

T h e  S e v e r i t y  o f  D i v i n e

W r at h  a g a i n s t  S i n

C o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e

P a s s i o n  a n d  D e at h  

o f  C h r i s t

O HOLY GOD, just Judge, I see Your Son hanging on the
cross, streams of blood flowing freely. I look at Him
and, behold, I become weak with terror. Those cruel
nails are my sins with which I have pierced His hands
and feet. Those horrible thorns are my sins with which
I have crowned His holy head, the head worshiped and
honored by angelic powers. Those sharply pointed lash-
es are my sins with which I have scourged His faultless
body, the permanent temple of divinity. A terrible beast
tore to pieces this heavenly Joseph and stained His robe
with blood (Genesis 37:33). I, a wretched sinner, am that
terrible beast because my sins rushed en masse against
this Your beloved Son (Isaiah 53:6).
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If this, Your obedient Son, suffers in anguish
because of the sins of another, what will be meted out
to disobedient and wayward children because of their
sins? Truly, the wounds of my soul must be great and
deadly if they can only be healed because Your only
begotten Son is so wretchedly struck down. Truly, the
disease of my soul must be great and deadly if it can
only be cured because the heavenly Physician, Life
itself, dies on a cross.

I see the torment of my Savior. I hear His wretched
wailings on the cross (Matthew 27:46). He is tormented
because of me. He complains loudly that His Father has
forsaken Him because of my sins. If the weight of
another’s sins strikes down the all-powerful Son of God,
how unbearable will the wrath of God and His ines-
timable furor be against the unprofitable servant (Luke
17:10)? O dry and unfruitful wood, sold to the fires of
eternal hell, what will be your lot if this is what happens
to the green wood (Luke 23:31)? Christ is the green tree
of life. Christ is a vigorous tree, rooted in divinity, part
and parcel of humanity, famed for His virtues, possess-
ing leaves of holy words, and yielding the fruit of good
works. He is the cedar of modesty and the vine of peace,
the palm of patience and the olive of mercy.

But if the fire of divine wrath burned against this
green wood, the tree of life, because of the sins of oth-
ers, how much more will it completely consume the
sinner as a dry tree because of unfruitful works? How
great and bloody the letters of my sin appear when
written on the body of Christ. How striking, O most
righteous God, is Your wrath against my iniquity. How
tightly I must have been held in captivity because so
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precious a ransom was given to release me. How great
the stains of my sin must have been because streams of
blood from the body of Christ flowed to wash them
away (Luke 22:44).

O most righteous God, yet most kind Father, behold
how unworthily Your Son suffered for me. Forget how
unworthily I, Your wretched servant, have acted. Look
to Christ’s deep wounds and plunge my sins into the
deepest depths of the sea of Your mercy (Micah 7:19).

Amen.
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