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Foreword

Publisher’s Preface to the Third Edition
For nearly three-quarters of a century, A Summary of Christian Doctrine 
has been a valuable tool for the student of the Lutheran faith. Its con-
cise presentation of doctrine offers a unique introduction to the Lutheran 
Confessions for students and laypeople. Whenever possible, this third edi-
tion makes use of modern versions of the key source texts used by Edward 
Koehler, including the New King James Version of Holy Scripture and  
Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions. In addition, Brent Kuhlman, editor of 
this edition, has made every effort to update the textual notes and to add 
bibliographic information to reflect the nearly seven decades of theologi-
cal research and publishing that has transpired since the first edition. We 
pray that this third edition of A Summary of Christian Doctrine will take its 
place with the previous editions as a treasured resource for information 
and instruction in the Lutheran faith.

To the Third Edition

Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide,
For round us falls the eventide.
O let Your Word, that saving light,
Shine forth undimmed into the night.
(Lutheran Service Book 585:1)

God’s most holy Word is His precious gift to us. God’s Word does 
and gives what it says. He kills the sinner through His Word of the Law. 
He raises up a new man through the Word of the Gospel. This Gospel 
is nothing else than the good news that Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God 
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who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29), that without any merit 
or worthiness in us, God was in Christ graciously reconciling the world to 
Himself, not counting our sins against us (2 Corinthians 5:19). And this 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God to salvation for all who believe 
(Romans 1:16). Jesus won this salvation for us in His bloody death, and it 
is delivered to us in the preached Gospel, Baptism, and the Lord’s Sup-
per. “Through these, as through means, [God] gives the Holy Spirit who 
produces faith” (AC V). Such faith clings only to Jesus Christ confessed 
in the Word of the Gospel (Luke 24:25–27, 44–47). “In [the Gospel] the 
righ-teousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The 
just shall live by faith’ ” (Romans 1:17).

Dr. Koehler’s popular book makes this good confession: We are noth-
ing; Jesus is everything. And so his book is like the voice of John the Bap-
tist, who proclaimed: “[Jesus] must increase, but I must decrease” (John 
3:30).

In these last days of great distress
Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness
That we keep pure till life is spent
Your holy Word and Sacrament.
(Lutheran Service Book 585:2)

Brent W. Kuhlman
Trinity Lutheran Church, Murdock, Nebraska

The Day of Pentecost (March 15, 2005)

To the Second Edition
The great popularity and evident usefulness of the first edition of A Sum-
mary of Christian Doctrine, as well as the express desire of Dr. Koehler 
to issue a second revised edition, has led his children to have this book 
published. To the undersigned was given the joyful task to examine and to 
arrange the manuscript and notes that Dr. Koehler had almost completed 
for publication prior to his death. Although the second edition gener-
ally follows the copy of the first, certain portions have been clarified and 
elaborated upon. We issue this book in the hope that many will be led to 
God’s truth through it and many more confirmed therein.

Alfred W. Koehler
Oakland, California, November 19, 1951.
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To the First Edition
If the truth of God’s Word is to accomplish its divinely intended purpose, 
it must be taught and accepted as it is revealed in Holy Scripture. Any 
change or corruption of these teachings will necessarily affect the influ-
ence they have on the hearts and the lives of people. Guided by wrong 
information, man will go wrong. Only the right doctrine can create the 
right faith in our hearts and lead us in the right way through life.

Conscious of this, the author in writing this Summary of Christian Doc-
trine was guided by no other consideration than this: What does God say 
in His Word? Therefore he has documented his statements with perti-
nent Bible references. With the exception of a few instances, he has not 
attempted to disprove erroneous teachings; rather, he has in a positive way 
set forth what the Scriptures teach.

The reason for writing this summary was to provide students with a 
suitable manual to be used in connection with the Bible as the basis for 
class discussion of Christian doctrines. Between the catechism (used in 
elementary instruction) and the larger works on dogmatics (used in theo-
logical seminaries), we have at present no book that in a concise form, yet 
in a fairly comprehensive manner, systematically treats the doctrines of 
the Scriptures. Although not supplanting the more scholarly works used in 
theological seminaries, this summary may supply a real need in Christian 
colleges.

However, the summary may also serve pastors in office as a conve-
nient review in Christian doctrine, recalling to their minds what they have 
learned, crystallizing their doctrinal concepts, and inciting them to dig 
deeper into the divine truths. The material has been arranged so it can 
easily be expanded into doctrinal papers and lectures at conferences and 
in congregations. But especially to teachers in parish and Sunday schools, 
the summary might prove helpful in clarifying and widening knowledge 
of those truths that they would teach their pupils. Teachers should not 
think that though they must continue studies in other fields of learning, 
they know enough to teach children the simple truths of the catechism 
and have, therefore, no need of further study. Confused teaching is often 
caused by confused knowledge. One must know well to teach well, and 
one must know more than just the lesson he wishes to impart. Therefore 
Paul says, “[G]ive attention to reading” (1 Timothy 4:13). A study of this 
summary will help us better understand the catechism, giving us deeper 
insight into its teachings. For this reason this summary may profitably be 
used for private study and also as a basic text in Sunday school teachers’ 
classes and institutes.
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A Summary of Christian Doctrine is a plain and simple statement of the 
doctrines of the Bible. Avoiding technical terms and discussions, it should 
appeal also to the average layperson. Ignorance begets indifference, and 
indifference leads to the loss of the truth. In our day and age religious 
knowledge is in many quarters vague and superficial. In the press and over 
the radio, “religious” ideas and opinions are ventilated that cloud, obscure, 
and distort fundamental truths of the Bible. It is important, therefore, 
that also the laypeople of the church are well indoctrinated so they grow 
in knowledge of God’s Word beyond the elementary instruction they 
received in their youth. It is not enough that we have the truth in our 
books and Bibles; we must know the truth. The knowledge of the truth 
fortifies us against error.

The works of many recognized writers in the field of Christian doc-
trine were consulted in the writing of this summary, and they were directly 
quoted when, in the opinion of the author, they adequately expressed 
the point under discussion. Numerous Bible references will be found, 
and these should be carefully studied so readers may see for themselves 
whether the doctrines set forth agree with the Word of God (Acts 17:11). 
Our faith must not be built on what men say but on what God says in 
His Book; only in this way can our hearts be established (Hebrews 13:9). 
The frequent references to and quotations from the Lutheran Confessions 
serve the definite purpose of showing that the teachings of the Lutheran 
Church are in full agreement with the Bible. It is, therefore, hoped that a 
study of this summary will encourage many to study also the Confessions 
of the Lutheran Church to the end that a true unity of faith may ultimately 
be achieved by all who profess adherence thereto.

The author would express his indebtedness to all those who encour-
aged and helped him to publish this book, especially to Dr. C. F. Brommer 
of Seward, Nebraska, and to Dr. Theodore Engelder of St. Louis, Mis-
souri, who read the manuscript and offered many helpful suggestions.

May the Lord bless the study of this summary so we may better under-
stand and more firmly believe the truth that makes us free. “Unto Him be 
glory in the church by Christ Jesus.”

Edward W. A. Koehler
River Forest, Illinois, January 29, 1939.

Centennial of the Saxon Immigration.
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