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This work about my struggles to find the true God and
peace with Him is dedicated to my wife, Linda. She has
been my faithful companion and friend through these
many years of searching and struggling. Never once has
she wavered in her love and support for me. In those dark
nights when I wrestled with life-changing theological
questions, she always encouraged me to press on and not
to rest until the truth was found. May our Lord richly
bless her.
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Foreword

Out of the Shadows is a true story about a man, his family, and
their spiritual pilgrimage from active involvement in a cult to
conversion to orthodox Christianity. Tom Lapacka was a well-
known and respected member of the Worldwide Church of
God (WCG), which was founded by Herbert W. Armstrong.
As a young man, Tom became an avid follower of Armstrong
and rose in rank in the organization to top executive positions
at the church’s international headquarters in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia. Then things changed, slowly but surely. Tom is now an
ordained minister in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
In this narrative, Tom tells of his exodus from Pasadena, the
struggles that brought it about, and his arrival in the Promised
Land of grace.

After researching and writing about cults for more than
22 years, rarely, if ever, have I heard an account such as the
one you are about to read. It demonstrates with clarity the
faithfulness of God. Like all cults, legalism was the dominant
motif of the WCG. Tom’s story is a somber testimony of the
effects of the Law, which bound his conscience and shackled
his soul, finally driving him not toward God, but away. Nearly
500 years ago, a German monk named Martin Luther sat in
the small confines of his quarters in an Augustinian monastery.
Luther, too, had been driven by guilt to seek a holy life and to
please God. But the more diligently he searched, the more
alienation Luther felt. The more he tried to keep the Law, the
more he failed. The more responsibility he knew he had before
God, the more his inability to live responsibly became appar-



ent. Driven almost to despair, Luther discovered the gracious
words of the Gospel as St. Paul wrote: “For in the Gospel a
righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by
faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will
live by faith™ (Romans 1:17). This rallying cry of the Protestant
Reformation would stretch itself through the centuries and
touch millions of lives. One of those touched by the Gospel is
Tom Lapacka. Once Tom started to read Scripture with un-
veiled eyes, he began to experience the wondrous and healing
powers of grace. Tom discovered the heart of God as found in
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Tom has dis-
covered that Jesus is not his taskmaster, but his Savior. This
narrative relates how this all came about in Tomss life. It is a
story from God’s heart to his and now from his heart to yours.

The Worldwide Church of God itself has undergone a
vast transformation from cult to Christianity. After Arm-
strong’s death in 1986, Joseph Tkach Sr., Armstrong’s hand-
picked successor, almost immediately began to “deArm-
strongize” the WCG. The past 15 years have wrought an in-
credible amount of change in the WCG. With Larry Nichols,
I co-authored the book Discovering the Plain Truth (Intervar-
sity Press, 1998) in which we tell the story of the new World-
wide Church of God from the perspective of outside research-
ers. Tom, on the other hand, will relate the many changes in
the WCG from his unique perspective as a top leader within
the organization—a perspective we can never share. The
names of Joseph Tkach Sr., as well as the new Pastor General,
Joseph Tkach Jr., appear in Out of the Shadows.

As Lutheran ministers, Larry and I have been pleased to
help Tom. He taught us much about the WCG. At the same
time, we are honored to have been in a position to assist him
on his faith journey. Today, Tom is director of communications
for The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). Before
accepting this call, Tom was pastor of an LCMS congregation
not far from where he had been caught in the deceptions of a



cult that lived in the shadows and knew not God’s grace in the
person of the crucified and resurrected Christ. Now Tom
cannot get enough of God’s grace and wants to share it with
you as he tells of his emergence from the darkness into the
light.

—Rev. George Mather



Introduction

My Own Journey

Truth is incontrovertible. Panic may resent it; igno-
rance may deride it; malice may distort it; but there
it is.—Sir Winston Churchill (Information)

I have a story to tell. It has been a struggle to decide whether
to dig into this painful past, a past filled not only with my
struggles and anguish, but also those of a whole host of other
people whom I know well. This deep sense of hurt, betrayal,
and disillusionment is not easily laid aside, as I wish it could
be. My inner turmoil is not the result of a blinding moment of
agony; rather, it is the result of a gradual and insidious buildup
of many moments and agonies over the years. People experi-
ence physical pain when they are injured or deep emotional
hurt when they lose a loved one. But this is a different kind of
inner turmoil: a spiritual pain that has gnawed at my soul,
driving me into moments of deep and almost comfortless
anguish.

Fast approaching 50 years old, I awoke one morning to
the realization that the previous 30 years of my life had been
a tragic mistake. Imagine a 30-year dream almost instantly
transformed into a nightmare. The last three decades of my
life had been earnestly spent believing that I was a blessed
participant in a spiritual revolution of epic proportions known
as the Worldwide Church of God (WCG). In what seemed to
be the twinkling of an eye, this illusion was swept aside. Far



from traveling in the light of truth—and much to my horror
—I realized that I had been walking in spiritual darkness,
immersed in shadows and illusions. It is part of my struggle
and pain to relate how I have emerged from the shadows and
into the light. As the light of a sun-filled and cloudless day
dissipates the shadows of darkness and night, I will relate my
story of how the glorious light of truth has displaced the
shadows of 30 years. I feel a kinship with Dimitri Volkogonov,
a three-star general and former head of the Soviet Army’s
Political Administration, who became director of the Institute
of Military History in 1985. Volkogonov, once a devout Marx-
ist, wrote in Autopsy for an Empire:

For many years I was an orthodox Marxist, and it
was only late in my life, after long and tortuous inner
struggle, that I was able to free myself of the chimera
of Bolshevik ideology. I felt enormous relief, and at
the same time a sense of deep regret that I had

wasted so many years in Utopian captivity.l

The utopia that Herbert W. Armstrong promised, and for
which I had labored and sacrificed, crumbled just as did the
Soviet Union. I feel the same deep regret for wasting 30 years
of my life and that of my family chasing a hoax built on heresy
and buoyed up by the sacrifices of hundreds of thousands of
people like myself.

This is not a documentary or a dispassionate history;
rather, itis a personal narrative of my experiences asa member,
minister, and executive in the Worldwide Church of God.
Many other WCG members—past and present—will identify
with this account. Indeed, many have walked in the same
shadows for the past decades. And, sadly, many continue to
live under the shadows cast by Herbert Armstrong and his
utopian dream.



Readers should note at the outset that the purpose of this
book is not to tear down, but to edify. In the early 1990s, God
performed a truly miraculous work in the Worldwide Church
of God. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, what was once a
cult has been transformed, and many WCG members are now
evangelical Christians. Dr. Ruth Tucker, visiting professor at
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and author of 12 books,
wrote in the July 15, 1996, issue of Christianity Today that the
historic changes in the WCG represented the first time such
an “unorthodox fringe group” had made the move to Christi-
anity.

Many who still count themselves members of the
Worldwide Church of God or who find themselves ensnared
in any one of the numerous offshoots of the Armstrong move-
ment do not yet understand what those who have moved out
of the shadows have grasped about our past misconceptions.
We were called a “cult” for decades, but we denied it, of course.
We were taught that the word cult was used to describe us by
mainline Christian churches and denominations. Because
they regarded us as a cult, we regarded them as wrought with
paganism and false teachings inspired by the devil. Any op-
position from other church bodies was considered “persecu-
tion,” similar in our minds to what the Christians of the early
church faced. We believed that we were God’s true little flock.

I received a great shock when my predecessor, an
executive of the Worldwide Church of God, told me in the
early 1990s that we were, in fact, a cult. He said we were
making progress in shedding our cultish practices. His words
shocked me beyond measure, and I felt as though the wind
had been knocked out of my sails.

As 1 continued to investigate on my own, his words
proved true. In the books I read, I saw more clearly that some
major characteristics that constitute a cult were very much

partof our orgarlization.2 So many people are easily influenced



and led into cults, yet defining a cult is no easy task. Various
disciplines define the term differently, taking at least three
main approaches. The theological approach, used mostly
within Christianity, defines a cult as a group that teaches
doctrines that are not orthodox. The psychological approach
seeks to offer insights into the basis for a cult, that is, its
psychological characteristics, such as mind control and ma-
nipulative techniques. The sociological approach, like the psy-
chological, tries to define a cult based on a study of people and

cultures.® In reviewing my years in the WCG, I will present
not only the theological or doctrinal model, but also certain
cultic sociological and psychological characteristics that were
present in the Worldwide Church of God.

The following are some primary characteristics of cults.

The deity of Jesus Christ is diminished or denied. The WCG
taught, for example, that there were two separate and distinct
deities within the Godhead (we used the term “God family”).
Jesus was ranked lower in the family than the Father. Further,
we believed that Jesus could have sinned while in the flesh,
which in effect denies His deity. We called this the “great gam-
ble,” teaching that the Father put everything on the line when
He sent Jesus to earth as a man. If Jesus had sinned, He would
immediately have been disqualified as Savior and Lord. Ortho-
dox Christianity always has taught the union of the human and
divine natures in Jesus Christ. Thus, Christ’s deity would make
it impossible for Him to sin. Many cults fail to understand or
grasp that Jesus’ human nature is not to be separated from His
divine, as though Christ were some sort of a split personality.
Jesus was and is fully divine as well as fully human; however,
He is without the taint of original sin. Thus, we have a Savior
who could not only represent us as man, but also stand before
the Father as God.

The doctrine of the Trinity is diminished or denied. In cultic
circles, the denial of Christ’s deity goes hand in hand with the



denial of the Trinity. In the WCG, we believed, taught, and
published that God was a family comprised of two separate
Gods and that the Holy Spirit was simply the “power of God,’
who was present to carry out God’s will but not a full and
distinct Person within a Triune Godhead. This mirrors an an-
cient heresy that dates to the fourth century and is attributed
to Macedonis, who defined the Holy Spirit as a divine energy
diffused throughout the universe. Modern Jehovah’s Witnesses
also teach that the Holy Spirit is God’s “active force,” not a
Person of the Triune Godhead. So many heresies find their
seedbed in the misunderstanding that God is one essence, yet
three Persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), distinct but not
separate. This truly is a divine mystery; however, just because
human minds cannot comprehend God does not give license
to invent a god that we can understand. Any person who will
deny the Trinity—as did Armstrongs Worldwide Church of
God and as do many of today’s splinter groups from the WCG
—is sadly outside the true Christian faith.

God is humanized, and man is deified. Although a certain aspect
of this is true (the incarnation is God becoming human, and
salvation is, in a sense, drawing believers to Christ-likeness),
cults teach that God has somehow completely emptied Himself
of divinity and has invested humanity with the marks of deity.
In the WCG, we believed that it was within man’s potential to
become God as “God is God.” This is a clear failure to separate
creation from the Creator, which St. Paul says is the ultimate
sin of false religion (Romans 1:18f).

Cults claim divine revelation apart from the Bible as a source of
authority. On this point, Herbert W. Armstrong taught that
God had given him 18 “revealed” truths to restore within the
“one true church” on earth, which, of course, was the WCG.
These truths included God’s desire for a hierarchical form of
church government; God had restored the true Gospel through
Mr. Armstrong after more than 18 centuries of error; God is a
family, not a Trinity; the Christian is now only “begotten” but



will only be born again in the future time of the resurrection;
and the modern identity of the 10 lost tribes of Israel. Since Mr.
Armstrong’s death, most of these “revealed” truths have been
found wanting in the light of credible biblical scholarship.
Amazingly, the utter poverty of the scholarship that supported
his heretical teachings has not phased those still left among Mr.
Armstrong’s followers. Because he claimed to have been taught
personally by Christ—“the living Word of God”—Mr. Arm-
strong’s followers trembled at the thought of questioning even
his most audacious claims.

There is only one true church on earth, and we are it. Every cult
teaches this, and the WCG was no exception. This extreme
sectarianism denies the orthodox teaching that the church is
the universal body of Christ. The one exclusive community of
faith known as the WCG was the sole recipient of God’s grace
on earth. We believed that all those who did not conform to
our teachings were false churches. This infatuation with being
“the only ones” or “the only true church” engendered a “we vs.
they” attitude among WCG members. The WCG became a kind
of bastion of “truth” that must be protected at all costs from the
onslaughts of the heathen and “pagan Christianity.”

Salvation is achieved through a combination of grace and works.
This was a dominant theme in the WCG. Although we would
often hear that one is saved by grace, this was often followed by
a reminder to keep the Law so we could “make it” (attain
salvation in the kingdom of God). Therefore, we never had the
assurance of salvation in and through Christ Jesus alone. When
we spoke of God’s kingdom, we often would say, “I hope I make
it” To ensure that we would “make it,” we kept a long laundry
list of Old Testament laws that had been selected rather capri-
ciously. Our Herculean efforts at law-keeping only unsettled us
all the more because we could never be certain that our obedi-
ence was good enough to be acceptable to God. So, we would
strive all the more “to qualify” ourselves to be granted eternal
life with God. When any degree of salvation is based on human



merit, Christ’s finished work on the cross is replaced by the
need for additional human works. Therefore, sinners who have
broken God’s Law can never be certain of anything, but they
continue to experience guilt, thinking there is always more
required to appease God’s wrath. All cults, as well as non-
Christian world religions, teach this.

I hasten to add, however, that the current leadership of
the WCG has rejected all these non-biblical positions and has
come to embrace fully the Christian teaching that salvation is
by grace through faith in Christ alone. These vast changes and
shifts away from Armstrong’s errors have not come without a
severe price. In the wake of these transformations, turmoil has
resulted in the WCG from losses in both membership and
financial contributions.

Aside from the obvious doctrinal errors, certain
sociological and psychological characteristics are also preva-
lent in cults and were evident in the WCG as well.

1. The leader of the cult wields total power and absolute
authority. This has certainly been the case in the history
of the WCG. Herbert W. Armstrong set up articles and
bylaws that gave him absolute unchangeable authority.
These articles and bylaws are still official, which has been
a cause for concern among current WCG leadership. Greg
Albrecht, spokesperson for the WCG, wrote:

The WCG continues to address the substan-
tial number of doctrinal and organizational
issues that a transformation of this magni-
tude involves. Doctrine was our first priori-
ty, we believe both of necessity and divinely
inspired ... Following the sale of our head-
quarters campus [in Pasadena, California]
and relocation, the WCG will then be able



to address a number of other issues that
need resolution, including structure and
governance.

I look forward to this hope becoming reality for the
membership of the WCG.

2. Cult leaders are self-appointed, persuasive persons who
claim to have a special mission in life or to have special
knowledge. 1 remember that Mr. Armstrong was often
referred to and often referred to himselfas “God’s apostle.”
He compared his apostleship to that of the apostle Paul.
Just as Paul had claimed that he was taught by no man
but by Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:11-12), Armstrong au-
daciously made similar claims. As Paul had opposed Peter
(Galatians 2), Armstrong had even dared to oppose Paul
on at least one occasion. He faulted the latter for not
collecting tithes from some of his Greek converts. (See 1
Corinthians 9:1-12.) Mr. Armstrong’s special mission was
often referred to as the “Work” (another oft-used term
among the cults). By this Armstrong meant the “Work”
of bringing God’s end-time message of warning to the
modern descendants of the 10 lost tribes of Israel. Part of
the “Work” included building three college campuses,
each of which would be called Ambassador College.
Other parts of the “Work” included spending millions to
boost the circulation of the church’s magazine, The Plain
Truth, and to purchase radio and television airtime. Mil-
lions more were spent to fund the Ambassador Founda-
tion and its 20-year tradition of world-class concerts in
the exquisite and lavish Ambassador Auditorium. Enor-
mous sums of money were spent to whisk Armstrong
around the world in his Gulfstream II jet to visit various
heads of state. In the final analysis, his trips accomplished
little besides providing photos for The Plain Truth.



I must reflect on the enormous sums of money that
gushed into WCG coffers over the decades and the cost to the
members who faithfully gave and gave and gave. The “Work”
was all-important, much like the ideology of the now-defunct
Soviet Union. The individual member became lost in the
“Work,” being used and spent and, sadly, often cast aside when
he or she faltered in allegiance or dedication. Now, years later,
the “Work” is finished, lying in the ruins of history, a subject
of research, debate, and memory. Having consumed millions
of dollars and drained scores of thousands spiritually, it has
been relegated to the infamy it so richly deserves.

Yet there are other groups—yes, even some Christian
congregations—that are obsessed with their “work,” clothing
it carefully in biblical language while claiming to serve God.
And God’s people are used up and spiritually abused to feed
the ego of some self-exalted “spiritual” leader. I have learned
that people, not programs, are paramount. If people have to
suffer to ensure a program’s success, regardless of how it is
“baptized,” it is a tragic miscarriage of the pastoral commission
Christ gave Peter: “Feed My sheep” (John 21:15-19).

3. Cult leaders are often charismatic, determined, and
controlling. Again, Armstrong was no exception. He was
a man with a mission, and nothing was going to prevent
him from accomplishing it. His voice was authoritative
and his manner extremely persuasive. Everyone thought
that what Herbert W. Armstrong said was law. If he gave
personal advice, the recipient thought he should follow it
because he had received it from “God’s very own apostle.”
To disagree with Armstrong or to veer away from his way
of doing things was the same as disobeying God. Tragic
consequences resulted from his pontifications. Families
were split apart, jobs were lost, and careers were ended
when he spoke his authority into peoples’ lives. In the
same Christianity Today article quoted previously, Dr.
Tucker comments that Herbert W. Armstrong “was larger



than life” He was able to attract millions through his radio
programs and their combination of wisdom and prophecy
—and more than 200,000 people joined the WCG.

4. Cults tend to venerate their leader, and the leader allows it.
To Armstrong’s credit, he did seem to try to prevent
people from making too much of him. On one hand, he
would claim that he had done nothing himself, only
Christ through him. On the other hand, he often would
thunder that God had raised him up for this special end-
time mission. For the average WCG member, Herbert W.
Armstrong was a VIP in God’s eyes, thus he deserved
service and support. And service and support were most
“cheerfully” rendered by virtually everyone. When deliv-
ering a sermon, we ministers in the WCG often would
quote Mr. Armstrong along with the Bible, as though
quoting Mr. Armstrong gave extra weight and authority
to what we said.

5. Cults harbor double standards. One blatant example in the
WCG was the elevated position enjoyed by the members
of the clergy and the leadership. Those in the upper ech-
elons of the WCG could afford the best material posses-
sions and creature comforts (houses, clothes, cars, and
food) while the laity lived with much less. Mr. Armstrong
and his Pasadena-based executives lived in luxurious
homes, but the ordinary folk struggled to pay monthly
apartment rents and to make ends meet. Armstrong flew
in a Gulfstream jet, dined on the finest china, and had his
every need addressed by attentive staffers. At the same
time, he encouraged financial sacrifice on the part of the
membership so the “Work” would get done.

6. A cult member’s time is monopolized by church activities,
daily routine, or ritual. We had weekly spokesmen clubs
for the men, weekly Bible studies, weekly two-hour
church services, annual holy days that sometimes lasted
eight days, regular church activities, and more. If you



were a local leader, more work often was needed to help
the minister, for example, accompanying him on visits or
assisting with counseling. Added to this was the recom-
mended minimum of 30 minutes of daily prayer, 30 min-
utes of daily Bible study, and fasting at least once a month.
We were busy people. This left us little time to pursue
higher education (which was frowned on) or personal
hobbies. Those who gave themselves wholeheartedly to
the church were indeed busy.

7. Cults claim exclusivity. We were taught that God directed
His attention exclusively at His one true church—the
Worldwide Church of God. Every other so-called Chris-
tian group was deceived. Sooner or later (later being either
in the millennial reign of Christ or in a second resurrec-
tion to physical life) unconverted people would have to
come to the same doctrinal understanding that we had
so they could be saved. Mr. Armstrong believed that the
history of the true church was taught in Revelation 2 and
3, where he saw the seven churches as seven “eras” He
taught that the Worldwide Church of God was the proph-
esied “Philadelphia era” At the conclusion of the work of
this era, the infidels would finally fall on their knees to
worship at the feet of those of us who would be born as
gods into the God family. (See Revelation 3:7-13.)

Such exclusivity can be found in extreme forms of
denominationalism, in which members of a denomination
believe and claim that their denomination is the “one and
only” true church. Where such beliefs are held, it is not a far
leap to feel disdain and distrust for others, even in the Chris-
tian church. Even now as a Lutheran pastor I find the ugly
head of sectarianism showing itself in the Christian commu-
nity. I encourage all who claim Christ as their Lord and Savior
to love those who claim the name of Christ, rejoice in the
clarity of doctrine you may have, and engage in open discus-



sion of differences with other Christians, but let us not disgrace
our Lord by denigrating fellow believers in other Christian
denominations.

8. Cults discourage social contact with “unconverted” friends
and relatives. Conversion to the WCG meant association
only with its members, lest we be “polluted” by the world.
The sad result was that in many cases, including my own,
we estranged ourselves from family and friends. Outsid-
ers thought we were “religious fanatics.” Such name call-
ing did not bother us because we had one another, and
we thought they were the ones who were deceived. We
also believed that being laughed at and “persecuted” was
further proof that we had the truth. After all, didn’t Jesus
say His followers would be persecuted for righteousness
sake?

The Worldwide Church of God was a classic cult.
Granted, it never achieved the notoriety of the Jonestown cult,
nor did the federal authorities storm our buildings as was the
tragic case of the Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas. Perhaps
that is precisely what makes it so hard for many current and
former WCG members to say, “I was in a cult” After all, we
were not planning mass suicides, engaged in weird practices,
nor operating as antigovernment gun-toting anarchists. Our
leader was not a Jim Jones or a David Koresh. We were simple
people who were zealous for God and His Word. We listened
to a man who seemed to have it all together. We believed, but
he deceived us, though I do not think he did so deliberately.
Herbert W. Armstrong was simply misguided himself, influ-
enced by his time and culture and swept along by what appears
to have been a latent desire to be “successful” Armstrong’s
efforts flourished at a time when God’s grace was being turned
into license in the United States. It was a time when people
seemed to care little for God’s Law or for proper obedience to
it. In his own understanding, Armstrong’s ministry sought to
address the concept of “cheap grace” Time showed, however,



that he overreacted and emphasized works at the expense of
grace. In so doing, Armstrong lost that grace altogether, leav-
ing legalism in its place. Legalism is the deadly poison that
always has haunted the church and is the one certain hallmark
of all the world’s cults and false religions.

I hope that by telling this story and pointing out some
painful truths, I will praise our Lord for what He has done in
my life and in the lives of thousands of those who, like me,
were walking in the shadows. This story is an affirmation of
God’s mighty work through the Holy Spirit. It is a testimony
to those men and women in the Worldwide Church of God
who trust the saving grace of Jesus.

I hope this story is helpful to Worldwide Church of God
members who are in need of assurance that what has taken
place in the WCG is truly the Lord’s work. I also hope that my
story might prompt discussion among those in pseudo-Chris-
tian organizations who are still walking in the shadows and
do not know it. Perhaps these words will enable members to
stop and reflect on what they believe, who or what they are
following, and whether it is the orthodox faith delivered to the
church by our Lord, taught by the apostles, and preserved in
the church for nearly 2,000 years. Finally, I trust that those
who have been blessed with an orthodox Christian upbringing
will have not only a deeper appreciation for God’s truth, but
will be reminded to remain vigilant so they will not be led
astray by some “new wind of doctrine” championed by a
charismatic leader who offers visions of great works that ob-
scure the crucified Christ.

ENDNOTES

1 Autopsy for an Empire: The Seven Leaders Who Built the Soviet Regime by
Dmitri Volkogonov, translated and edited by Harold Shukman. Copyright



© 1998 by Novosti Publishers. English language translation, copyright ©
1998 by Harold Shukman. Reprinted with permission of The Free Press, a
Division of Simon & Schuster.

2 Information on the characteristics of cults is available in several good
reference works, including Ruth Tucker, Another Gospel (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1989); David Johnson and Jeff Vanvonderen, The Subtle Power
of Spiritual Abuse (Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers, 1977); Ronald
Rhodes, The Culting of America (Eugene: Harvest House Publishers, 1994);
and George Mather & Larry Nichols, Dictionary of Cults, Sects, Religions,
and the Occult (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993).

3 In his book Unmasking the Cults (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), Alan
Gomes presents a serious and well-reasoned case for why the psychological
and sociological approaches present serious deficiencies and why the theo-
logical approach to defining a cult is to be preferred.



Chapter 1

Stepping into the Shadows

Heresies perish not with their authors, but, like the
river Arethusa, though they lose their currents in
one place, they rise up again in another.—Clement
of Alexandria (Stromateis I)

Some of my earliest recollections revolve around life in the
church. My parents, however, were not particularly religious
people. Dad, who grew up in a Polish ghetto in Springfield,
Massachusetts, was a Roman Catholic by birth and remained
so throughout his life. I never remember seeing him go to
Mass, though, and the only way he was involved with the
church was to give offerings fairly regularly. Whenever the
census taker came around, however, he would invariably check
the box indicating Catholic as his religion.

In contrast, my mom was a Southern Baptist. She had
been raised on a tobacco farm in the North Carolina tidewater
region. I recall that she went to church a couple times on
Easter or Christmas, and Dad even went along once. Usually,
Mom stayed away from church. But she did watch Oral Rob-
erts on television in the early days of black-and-white TV
evangelism. She would tune in to the tent meetings where
Roberts would preach his fiery sermons and conduct his heal-
ing revivals.

I do not know why my parents felt as they did about the
church. Dad always spoke positively about it and always in-



sisted that I should go. He believed it would be a good influ-
ence. He never condemned any religious denomination or
fellowship; he just did not participate in the life of the church.
Mom was not as gracious toward the church as Dad. She
regularly castigated many people as church-going “hypo-
crites” At the same time, however, she insisted with Dad that
my sister and I attend regularly during our childhood years.

Sadly, my parents were like many professing Christians.
They remained strangers to the church where Christ offers
forgiveness, spiritual nurture, and assurance of salvation. But
is the church merely a place where people gather, sing a few
hymns, hear a sermon, drop a dollar in the plate, then head
home with little or no benefit? Such a perspective demon-
strates a woeful lack of understanding of how the church is
portrayed in the Bible. In Scripture, church is spoken of as the
“bride of Christ,” “the mother of us all,” the “congregation of
the saints,” the “anchor of faith.” It is in the church that we
meet Christ our Savior. It is in the church that we receive faith
through the reading and preaching of God’s Word. It is in the
church that God washes away our sins and gives us to new life
through Baptism. It is in the church that Christ strengthens
our faith by giving us His very body and blood in the holy
sacrament of Communion. God is present among His people.
He has promised never to leave nor forsake us. If we believe
the Scripture with its promises, wild horses could not keep us
from attending church regularly. Consider the attitude of King
David, who doubtless was a busy man, but he always made
time for regular worship. He believed in the presence of God
in His temple when he wrote: “I rejoiced with those who said
to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord™ (Psalm 122:1).

We also should consider the impact our non-
participation in regular worship has on our children. A recent
study has disclosed that when both parents attend church
regularly, 72 percent of their children remain faithful. When
only the father attends, 55 percent remain faithful. If only the



mother attends, 15 percent remain in the church. If neither
parent attends regularly, only 6 percent remain faithful. The
statistics speak for themselves—the example of parents and
adults is more important than all the efforts of the church and

Sunday school.! The question is quite simple. Do we want our
children to remain in the faith as adults? If so, worshiping with
them as a regular part of their weekly childhood experiences
is essential.

As a child, the nearest church to me was a Southern
Baptist church. It was about two-and-a-half blocks from my
house in the small lower middle-class community of Oak Hill,
which is just outside Richmond, Virginia. The stately Venera-
ble Street Baptist Church was a colonial brick building
adorned in white trim that sat on a gentle knoll. It took me
several years to ask why the church was named “Venerable
Street” when it was located first on Cedar Street, then on
Hartman Street. I was told that the church used to be in the
city but “the neighborhood changed,” which is a euphemism
that meant African Americans had settled in the city and the
whites had moved to the suburbs. This shift in Richmond took
place in the 1950s, and the members brought their church
name with them. At the time of my childhood, segregation
was the norm, and each race had its own churches, schools,
and neighborhoods. I mention segregation because it would
come to play a large role in shaping my beliefs about British
Israelism and the superiority of the Anglo-Saxon race, which
the Worldwide Church of God had embraced fully and which
it taught until 1993 when this concept was rejected by WCG
leadership.

My life as a youngster in the 1950s was good. We lived in
a stable neighborhood. The men went to work, and the women
stayed home with the children. Everyone seemed to have a
nice house with a big yard, a car, and all the essentials, includ-
ing a black-and-white television. Everyone knew everyone else



in the immediate neighborhood. Neighbors would stand in
the early evening at the back fence, talking and sometimes
disagreeing.

All the children knew one another and played together.
We roamed the neighborhood and surrounding forests with
no fear of harm. Crime did not seem to threaten us in the
same way it threatens young people today. Life was good,
perfunctory, and predictable: going to school, coming home
to play, doing chores, and going to church on Sunday. Church
attendance was part of most of our lives, and many of my
neighborhood friends were as regular in attendance as I was.
Several of us went to Venerable Street Baptist Church because
it was the closest church.

For me, going to church was not an ordeal. As a child I
seldom went to the 11 a.m. worship service, nor did most of
my peers. We went to the 10 a.m. Sunday school. Venerable
Street Baptist conducted a strong ministry for its youth. The
Sunday school was full every week. The church sent buses
through the neighborhood to transport children to the church.
The facility was new and modern, and they had a good staff.
The focus was always on Christ—His birth, life, death, and
resurrection.

As opposed to the church of my childhood, orthodox
Christianity was not the focus of the teaching of the Worldwide
Church of God. Instead, we spent most of our time on issues
that had little to do with Jesus™ atoning work of salvation.
Under Armstrong’s leadership, we were preoccupied with
things such as the identity of nations, end-time prophecy, the
millennial reign of Christ, Sabbath and holy days, clean and
unclean meats, and “qualifying” for the kingdom of God by
observing the “dos and don’ts” of the Law, which the church
taught was essential for salvation. These “shadows” obscured
the cross and the atoning work of Christ. It was as though a
veil had been placed over my eyes, preventing me from seeing
the glorious and liberating light of the Gospel. This legalism



would lead me away from the Jesus I learned about at Vener-
able Street Baptist and into a world of religious hyperbole,
judgmentalism, legalism, and, finally, personal despair. Paul
speaks of a veil that is cast over the face of unbelieving Jews
because of their focus on the Old Testament Law and their
refusal to acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah and Lord:

Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very
bold. We are not like Moses, who would put a veil
over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it
while the radiance was fading away. But their minds
were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains
when the old covenant is read. It has not been re-
moved, because only in Christ is it taken away. Even
to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their
hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the
veil is taken away. (2 Corinthians 3:12-16)

It has been only in the last few years that I stepped out of the
shadows and turned to Christ as the way, the truth, and the
life, trusting in Him alone for salvation.

I remember our pastor at Venerable Street Baptist, Pastor
Shaddock, as a kind and gentle man who faithfully preached
God’s Word every week. He always had a pleasant smile and a
warm handshake, even for us young people, which made a
lasting impression on me. I felt that he was truly a man of
God, and I gladly listened to his sermons. As I grew older, I
began to attend worship right after Sunday school class.

It has been a long time since I attended Venerable Street
Baptist Church. Memories have faded, and many of those I do
recall seem trivial today. However, several themes emerged
from my childhood church experiences that I believe were
essential to my journey from Calvary to Sinai, from grace to
Law, from the light of the Gospel to the shadows of a misguided
understanding of the Old Covenant.



One experience was developing a love for the church. I
thank my parents for insisting, despite their own unfortunate
lack of participation, that I attend worship. Church was a
wonderful place to be. I felt God’s presence and enjoyed a
sense of awe, especially when I went into the sanctuary. At
church, I learned many fundamental Christian truths. It was
like meeting God on a weekly basis, and each week I would
hear the call to repentance and the exhortation to trust in the
Lord for salvation. Each week I was assured that Jesus was my
friend, that He loved me, and that He had died for me so I
could live forever with Him in heaven. It is of vital importance
that parents take their children to church so they may hear
this Gospel message. We dare not underestimate the power of
God’s Word to work faith and assurance in the hearts of all
who hear—even our children. As Paul wrote: “Faith comes
from hearing the message, and the message is heard through
the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17).

The pastor’s invitation to come forward followed the
worship service. For me it was always a moving event to see
someone go forward, confessing before all that he or she was
a sinner who earnestly desired forgiveness and wished to trust
in Jesus Christ’s sacrifice for sin. I remember the special Sun-
days when new converts were baptized. They came out in their
white baptismal robes with a wonderful look of peace and joy
on their faces. Then, before the entire congregation, they
stepped into the baptistery with the pastor and were immersed
in the “waters of Jordan.” I, too, looked forward to the day
when I could make that public confession of faith and have
my sins washed away. But that moment would come later
rather than sooner. It would occur not in the baptistery of
Venerable Street Baptist Church in front of the congregation,
but alone in a galvanized water tank outside an old redwood
building on the grounds of the WCG’s Ambassador College
in East Texas.



Christmas at Venerable Street Baptist was a favorite time.
We were reminded of God’s love for us and that He sent His
Son, born as a baby, to live among us. As a child I could
identify with the baby Jesus because knowing that He also had
been a child meant He knew what it was like to be “a little
guy”” The Christmas story reminded me, too, of God’s love for
children, that they are close to His heart and receive His divine
care.

In my teen years, I began to receive literature from the
Radio Church of God, which was later renamed the Worldwide
Church of God. I was shocked to learn through this literature
that the celebration of Christmas Day was “pagan.” Christ was
not born on December 25 (which most Christians know), and
Christmas was supposedly a continuation of the Roman feast
of Saturnalia, which featured many evils that continued in the
Christian church to the present. According to Jeremiah 10,
my beloved Christmas tree with its inviting, warm multicol-
ored lights was a pagan symbol. Herbert W. Armstrong
claimed the Christmas tree was instituted by Nimrod’s mother,
Semiramus. She supposedly had married her son, and had,
after his death, used the evergreen tree as a symbol of his
rebirth. This was the first insidious intrusion into my simple
faith. I found myself drawn to Armstrong’s interpretation of
Jeremiah 10 regarding Christmas and its pagan tree. The whole
concept of Christmas started to become an abomination in
my eyes.

The call from Mr. Armstrong was to be faithful to the
Word of God regardless of the consequences in one’s personal
life. As a young child, I had learned in Sunday school and
church that God had to be first in one’s life, so what Mr.
Armstrong said made sense to me. In retrospect, I now know
that his fundamental premise was incorrect. Something once
used or celebrated by pagans is not necessarily bad. Christmas,
as celebrated by the Christian church, is not pagan. Instead, it
is a time of rejoicing over God’s great gift to humanity. But I



was young and impressionable, and no one I talked to at
church could refute my newfound knowledge about Christ-
mas. When I brought up the pagan origins of Christmas,
quoted Jeremiah 10 about the heathen cutting trees from the
forest and decorating them, and denounced the commercial-
ism of the Christmas season, I drew fairly weak responses. The
best response anyone could muster was, “Well, it doesn’t mean
that anymore,” or “You are just getting too fanatical” The
“church team” was batting 000 in my eyes. Their answers
convinced me that they did not know anything or did not
seem to care about the “truth.” For me, the number one priority
was to obey God. If that meant personal difficulty, so be it. I
was like the Jews that Paul talked about in Romans who had a
zeal for God, but not according to knowledge (Romans 10:2).

How was I going to present all my newfound knowledge
to my parents? (Tact was not one of my strong points, and this
lack of diplomacy would cause me no end of grief until years
later when I studied public speaking at Ambassador College.)
Atage 15, with alump in my throat, I announced to my parents
that I refused to participate in any further Christmas celebra-
tions. This frontal assault went over like a lead balloon. What
followed were some pretty heated discussions that consisted
mostly of my parents doing the discussing (lecturing) to me.
Their arguments, however, were the same ones I had heard at
church, which failed to dissuade me from my conviction. My
parents’ scriptural knowledge was limited, and their argu-
ments boiled down to a command: “Observe Christmas or
else!”

This argument did not sit well in my 15-year-old mind. I
remained more or less steadfast in my convictions. I thought
at the time that I was completely “alone in the faith” in Rich-
mond. (I later discovered that the Worldwide Church of God
had a congregation of more than 200 members in the city.) I
was not sure exactly what was permitted or banned on Christ-
mas, so at first I did not have a “no compromise” attitude



toward the holiday. Years later as a student at Ambassador
College, however, I learned to be strict in total separation and
avoidance of the Christmas season. Told it would not be right
to accept Christmas cards or gifts, I was polite and thankful
but firm in my refusal to participate. So with the zeal of a man
with a cause, I resolved to refuse any gifts or cards during the
Christmas season. “Christmas is pagan,” I bluntly remarked.
To participate in the festivities would be an affront to God ...
and that was that! What had been a wonderful time of family,
friends, and worship became a battlefield littered with hurt
feelings and deep misunderstandings.

This major decision was the first step in the process of
alienation from those I loved most in my life. The hurt con-
tinues to some extent to this day. The wounds in my family
have been healed, but some scars remain sensitive.

Easter was another wonderful time of year for me as a
young boy. In Virginia, the dogwoods, tulips, and daffodils
were in bloom; the grass was green from the spring rains and
smelled so sweet when it was freshly cut. The warm spring sun
shone brightly on the field behind Venerable Street Baptist
Church, inviting us to break out the baseball bats and gloves
for another season.

In the church, our attention turned to our crucified
Savior. As a young boy and teenager, my understanding of the
atoning sacrifice of Christ was limited, but the basic message
got through. It was because of sin—my sin—that Jesus had to
die. In His death was forgiveness of sin, and in His resurrection
was new life for the repentant sinner. Venerable Street Baptist
decorated the sanctuary with fresh lilies, everyone bought a
new set of spring clothes to wear to church on Easter, and the
kids went wild over Easter eggs and chocolate bunnies (which
do not have much to do with the “reason for the season”).

But I learned from the Worldwide Church of God that
Easter, like Christmas, was a pagan celebration! In fact, Her-
bert Armstrong had written a convincing pamphlet titled The



Resurrection Was Not on Sunday! Armstrong wrote that Jesus
said He would be three days and three nights in the grave and
then be resurrected to life. It was a simple matter, Armstrong
wrote, to count from late afternoon on Friday to early Sunday
morning and discover that this period of time is considerably
less than 72 hours. Further, Mr. Armstrong claimed that Jesus
wasn’t even crucified on a cross, as commonly depicted in
most churches, but on a stake. The cross, he maintained, was
a pagan symbol of Tammuz, the son of the pagan Nimrod of
Genesis 10. Even the first letter of Tammuz’s name is a T,
which is an ankh cross. These facts, coupled with some refer-
ences to the use of the ankh cross as a common symbol among
the Egyptians and Assyrians, made it an open-and-shut case
for me. Then there were the hot cross buns that Mr. Armstrong
found in Jeremiah 7:18, which mentions baking cakes to the
queen of heaven, who was supposed to be Ishtar (where the
word Easter was to have come). Was I shocked! Here again I
was convinced that the Baptist church was deceiving me about
Easter, just as it was about Christmas.

But the message of Easter had not been compromised at
Venerable Street Baptist, despite the fact that Armstrong was
writing and preaching on the radio that all the churches had
it wrong and he alone was right. Of course, Armstrong put
things in such a way that made it logical to conclude that only
he had the truth. He would say, “Knock the dust off your Bibles
and see for yourself. Don't believe me; believe your Bible.” And
sure enough, with his proof-text hermeneutic, those of us who
were not grounded in orthodox Christianity were swept off
our feet by his powerful and persuasive arguments. By my
early teenage years, I was coming to the conviction that almost
everything the churches taught was in error. The truth had
been lost. Only in these last days had truth been revealed to
Herbert Armstrong, a belief that is not far removed from the
claims of the Mormons, another non-Christian cult.




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowPSXObjects true

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AlwaysEmbed [

    true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

    /QFactor 1.30000

    /VSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

  >>

  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

    /QFactor 1.30000

    /VSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

  >>

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageMinResolution 100

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /ColorImageResolution 100

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /CropColorImages false

  /CropGrayImages false

  /CropMonoImages false

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV <>

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

  >>

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.10000

  /DoThumbnails false

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /EndPage -1

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

    /QFactor 1.30000

    /VSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

  >>

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

    /QFactor 1.30000

    /VSamples [

      2

      1

      1

      2

    ]

  >>

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageMinResolution 150

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /GrayImageResolution 150

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /Quality 10

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /Quality 10

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /Quality 10

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /Quality 10

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageMinResolution 300

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /MonoImageResolution 300

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [

    true

  ]

  /OPM 1

  /Optimize true

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /BleedOffset [

        0

        0

        0

        0

      ]

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB

      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles true

      /MarksOffset 6

      /MarksWeight 0.25000

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA

      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault

      /PreserveEditing false

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

    <<

      /AllowImageBreaks true

      /AllowTableBreaks true

      /ExpandPage false

      /HonorBaseURL true

      /HonorRolloverEffect false

      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false

      /IncludeHeaderFooter false

      /MarginOffset [

        0

        0

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetadataAuthor ()

      /MetadataKeywords ()

      /MetadataSubject ()

      /MetadataTitle ()

      /MetricPageSize [

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetricUnit /inch

      /MobileCompatible 0

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (GoLive)

        (8.0)

      ]

      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false

      /PageOrientation /Portrait

      /RemoveBackground false

      /ShrinkContent true

      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors

      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false

      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true

    >>

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0

    0

    0

    0

  ]

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0

    0

    0

    0

  ]

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages false

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo false

  /PreserveFlatness false

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove

  /UsePrologue false

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

>> setdistillerparams

<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




