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January

Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be  
forever. Amen.



January 1
new year’s Day

k
Read Malachi 3:6–12 

Psalm 145 
I the Lord do not change. Malachi 3:6

a changeless gOd 
fOr a changing WOrld

O ne word that can aptly describe our modern world is 
change. Nothing seems to last. Nothing seems to stand 
still. Our scientists constantly search, discover, and pro-

duce new gadgets to make our lives more comfortable and more 
pleasant. Everything is constantly changing, making us feel at 
times as if we were in some never-ending race.

And not all the changes that take place are pleasant. At times, 
we can become frightened by what is happening around us, par-
ticularly when the changes are beyond our control.

In the midst of this fast pace, we hear the words of God, spoken 
through Malachi: “I the Lord do not change.” What a refreshing 
thought! What a joy to know that in the midst of this race we 
call living, our God is constant and dependable, not affected by 
our insatiable desire and need for change. Instead, He continues 
to love us, remaining faithful to all the promises He has made in 
His Word, particularly His promise of salvation through faith in 
His Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, whom the Scriptures 
describe as the same yesterday, today, and forever.

O gracious and merciful Father, grant that in the midst  
of a changing world we may always hold steadfast to You,  
our changeless Lord; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

k
January 1, 1988 
On this date in 1988, American Lutheran Church and Lutheran Church  
in America join together with Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches  
to form the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)



January 2
k

Read Psalm 31 
In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy. 1 Peter 3:15

Walking With Our friend

I said to a man who stood at the gate of the year: ‘Give me 
a light that I may tread safely into the unknown,’ and he 
replied, ‘Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into 

the hand of God. That shall be to you better than a light and safer 
than a known way.’ ” Every day we are to cling to God’s hand and 
make the common things of life an act of worship.

Mother, as you sweep and dust and make the beds, God is by 
your side. Talk with Him there! He is the God of the commonplace. 
Sanctify the Lord Jesus in your heart, and your home becomes a 
cathedral with the light of heaven flowing in.

Father, you may grow weary with the daily grind. Talk with God 
across your fields, your work table, or your desk. Your heart was 
made to fellowship with God. You do not need a change of work, 
greener fields; what you need is more of God for the everyday 
common things.

Yes, God is the God of the common folks who trust in Him; He 
is the God of common things. When He comes to us, each lowly 
task becomes a holy sacrifice for His glory. Common folks, under 
the radiance of His presence, are the kings of the universe. There 
is something rich and satisfying about their lives. They possess a 
secret place of hidden joy that the world can never know. They are 
“laborers together with God.” Their life is hid with Christ in God. 
They walk through life arm in arm with Him who will ever sustain 
and uphold them.

Lord, I would walk with Thee all through the day, that my life 
may be ceaseless worship. Amen.

k
January 6, 1947



January 3
k

Read Isaiah 43:1–13 
The disciples were first called Christians. Acts 11:26

his name is Our name

T he persecution that followed the stoning of Stephen scat-
tered most of the believers from Jerusalem, the center of 
the Mother Church. Wherever they went, they shared the 

Gospel, mostly with Jews.
Outwardly, the new disciples looked no different from their 

friends and relatives. But spiritually, they were plainly different: 
they believed on Christ and lived like Him. If this be so, said the 
people of Antioch, let them be called “Christians.”

The name is a happy choice. The disciples of Christ are no 
mere followers. Paul would say they are wedded to Christ by faith. 
As a bridegroom gives his bride his name, so Christ, the heavenly 
Bridegroom, gives His Bride, the Church, His name.

Furthermore, the disciples are intimately bound to Christ 
through Holy Baptism. Paul says that in Baptism, we “put on” 
Christ. We are “christened,” we say. Paul might say, “Christ dwells 
in you by faith” or “Let Christ be formed in you.” 

“Christian” symbolizes more, therefore, than local church 
membership. It signals that the Father in heaven has numbered us 
among His sons and daughters, that He has filled us with the righ-
teousness of His Son, that He has declared us to be “little Christs.”

Let us strive to keep unspotted that name of which we are 
unworthy.

Blessed Lord Christ, whose name is above every name, help us to keep 
Thy name holy. Amen.

k
January 3, 1959 
On this date in 1959, Alaska is admitted as forty-ninth U.S. state



January 4
k

Read Titus 3:4–7 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said 

to you, ‘You must be born again.’ ” John 3:5–7

yOu must Be BOrn again

N icodemus could not understand this. Nor can we. The 
new birth is a mystery. Equally so, it is a necessity. 
With a finality that permits no argumentation, Jesus 

declares solemnly: “You must be born again.” And “you” means 
all men without distinction of time or race, station or place.

As we read the whole of this report of Christ’s midnight talk 
with learned Nicodemus, it becomes clear to us that there must 
be a new birth for each of us, even though we never can fathom 
the mysterious process of regeneration. For we are all the children 
of Adam and Eve. From these sin-defiled parents, we all have in-
herited the taint of sin. Original sin may be an unpopular, and to 
many an unknown, doctrine of Scripture. But it is a stubborn fact 
that daily stares each one of us in the face. We see it in our chil-
dren even as our parents saw it in us. “That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh.” All nature testifies to the fact that like begets like. 
“That which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” Every regenerated and 
believing child of God knows how true that is.

As we thank God for our redemption by the shed blood of 
Christ, so let us bless His Spirit for the gracious washing of regen-
eration in Holy Baptism. May our lives testify to the fact that we 
have been born again.

For the blessings of Holy Baptism we thank Thee, dear Lord. Grant that 
we who have been baptized into Christ may daily put on Christ. Help 

us day by day to bear in mind that, as Christ rose from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. Amen.

 
k

January 4, 1939 



January 5
k

Read Psalm 23 
And they shall call His name Immanuel (which means,  

God with us). Matthew 1:23

immanuel

I t happened at Bethlehem. One moment, the earth and man-
kind were separated from God. The next moment, a Child 
was born, and God was with us here on earth, one of us, 

sharing our little life, holding our sins in His forgiving hands, lift-
ing us into His heaven.

Our Savior has many great names, but none greater than this: 
Immanuel! In one word we discover who He is and what He did. 
He is the eternal God, and He came to live with us.

Men like to say that they look for God and seek Him every-  
where—in the majesty of the stars, in the far reaches of the  
universe, in the beauty and wonder of nature. But they can find 
Him there only after He has found them at the manger and the 
cross. Once He lay in the manger and walked to the cross, and now 
He lives forever in His Word. Seeking Him there, we shall always 
find Him, because He is already here and has found us.

This is the magnificent, central truth of our faith. God with 
us! The world goes hurrying by, and the years of the world rush 
toward eternity. But we have no part in all of its hurry and confu-
sion. Our souls are at rest, because they rest in Him who came to 
the place where we were and who will stay with us world without 
end.

 
O heavenly Father, we thank Thee with all our heart that Thou hast sent 
Thy Son to be our Redeemer, Companion, and Friend—our Immanuel—

all the days of our life. Amen.

k
January 5, 1948 



January 6
k

Read 1 Kings 8:22–30 
His disciples remembered that it was written,  

“Zeal for Your house will consume Me.” John 2:17

ZealOus in WOrshiP

J esus had just done a sensational thing in the temple. He 
had driven out the sheep and oxen. He had upset the tables 
of the money-changers and thrown their money onto the 

floor. Jesus was deeply moved. The beautiful temple of God, in-
tended alone for the worship of God, had been turned into a house 
of merchandise.

The Christian Church, like the ancient temple, is the house of 
God, and we Christians go there to worship and to pray. Both the 
teaching and the symbolism of the Church are there to build us 
up in our precious faith. The altar is there to assure us of God’s 
presence. On it, in sacred vessels, lie the bread and the wine, the 
earthly elements of the Lord’s Supper, which convey to us the 
merits of Christ’s suffering and death. The open Bible is “a lamp 
to [our] feet and a light to [our] path” (Psalm 119:105). And the 
pulpit brings us the Good News of the Gospel that “God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

Our duty as Christians is to be zealous in our worship and to 
insist that the church remain the house of God’s Word and Sacra-
ments. When we attend the divine services in such a church, we 
receive spiritual blessings that satisfy the longings of the human 
soul. Christ is held up as the loving Savior of the world, and by 
receiving Him as our personal Savior, we receive peace and hope 
and the assurance of salvation.

k
January 6, 1942



January 7
k

Read Ephesians 4:13–15 
We are to grow up in every way into Him who is 

the head, into Christ. Ephesians 4:15

 
a mature christian

A young girl said to her mother after a visitor had left 
their home: “If I could be like that old lady—so beauti-
ful, sweet, and lovable—I wouldn’t mind growing old.” 

The wise mother answered: “If you want to be that kind of an 
old lady, you’d better begin right now. She doesn’t impress me as 
being a piece of work that was done in a hurry. It has taken a long 
time to make her what she is.”

In these days when people flash to prominence overnight and 
oftentimes fade into oblivion in a day, it is good for us to remem-
ber that this is not God’s way of developing fully Christ-centered 
lives. Christian maturity will never be achieved by a sudden rush 
into the limelight. It comes only after a long climb up the rocky 
hill of life.

A mature Christian is not lopsided. He is well developed, hav-
ing “breadth” as well as “length,” “depth” as well as “height.” He 
is filled with the fullness of Christ and grounded in love.

God takes time to develop such a Christian. Our heavenly  
Father is not a God of shortcuts. He has a school, and His hours 
are long. His lessons are not easily learned. It takes many hours of 
meditation and prayer, many sessions at “Jesus’ feet,” a lifetime 
of tribulations and blessings, before we emerge as “mature Chris-
tians.” Such character is not the result of an overnight rally.

k
January 9, 1949 



January 8
 k

Read Ruth 2 
For each will have to bear his own load. Galatians 6:5 

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the  
law of Christ. Galatians 6:2

 
a Balanced life

T hese two passages seem to contradict each other. In real-
ity, both are essential parts of a pattern of life that God in 
His wisdom has ordained for a world such as this.

Every person must bear the responsibility for what he or she 
is and does. He may plead that heredity and environment have 
conspired against him and left him no choice. But a righteous God 
says to him: “Thou art the man.”

Every person, according to ability, has an obligation toward 
the life and work of the world. In the home, the church, the place 
of employment, the community, and the world at large, one must 
be a co-worker with God and with others for the welfare of all 
concerned.

Every person must bear the burden of his cross. To court the 
sympathy of others through habitual self-pity and whining is one 
of several ways of trying to unload upon others what we ourselves 
should accept as part of God’s plan of love for us.

But there are burdens that require more than one set of shoul-
ders. When a fellow Christian has been overtaken with a fault; 
when deep sorrow enters the home and heart of another; when 
sickness, unemployment, or misfortune have left the purse empty 
and the cupboards bare, the Law of Christ, the great Burden-Bear-
er, demands that we stand alongside the afflicted person and make 
part of that load our own.

Thus the two passages belong together. One is a challenge  
to rugged manhood and womanhood; the other is a call to sympa-
thetic helpfulness.

k
January 5, 1951



January 9
k

Read John 1:14–28 
. . . full of grace and truth. John 1:14

 
frOm the heart Of gOd

T here was nothing sensational about Jesus’ entry into the 
world. When He came, the world was bathed in glory—
and the world did not even notice it.

That is how He chose to come—not full of pomp and splendor, 
but “full of grace and truth.” These are lovely words—there is mu-
sic in them and beauty. That is because they come straight from 
the heart of God and because they belong to His inmost nature.

The Word who has appeared is full of grace. He loves those 
who do not deserve it; He forgives those who should be punished; 
He reaches out to embrace those who have rejected Him. That is 
what grace means. That grace is found alone in Christ.

But He is also full of truth. He is not merely truthful; He is truth 
itself. He is the answer to this age-old question: “What is truth?” 
He never will deceive us; His promises cannot fail. We can rely on 
Him—all through life and in the hour of death.

There is a world of comfort here. When our sins arise to plague 
us—the angry word, the jealous pang, the foolish pride—it is good 
to know that our Lord is full of grace.

And when life seems to turn against us, when hopes lie shat-
tered and friendships fail, it is good to know that there is a Word of 
eternal truth that we can trust for time and eternity.

Let Thy grace, O Lord, cover our many sins, and Thy truth be our guide 
through life. Amen.

k
January 9, 1946



January 10
k

Read Daniel 6 
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey  

God rather than men.” Acts 5:29

 
thy Will Be dOne

The lines in this instance were sharply drawn. Jesus had 
commanded the apostles to preach the Gospel to every 
creature. The high priest forbade them to do so. The 

apostles were thus confronted with an inevitable choice between 
the two. They obeyed Jesus.

In a free country, authorities do not have the power to make 
such demands on us. But life situations develop in which we also 
must decide between God’s will and that of man.

Young people in high school and college may have to choose 
between what textbooks and instructors teach as scientific fact 
and what the Word of God reveals on the same subjects. Employ-
ees may be asked to practice dishonesty, such as misrepresenting 
goods or making unnecessary repairs, to increase the profits of the 
employer. Professional people at times have to choose between 
what is right and what is wrong. In our social life, we face the 
choice between popular sinful pleasures and the will of God.

Obeying God rather than men in these instances calls for a  
heroic faith. We may suffer ridicule, financial loss, or isolation. 
And yet, even when our best intentions fail, we have a Savior who 
died for our sins, even these. And by His gracious mercy, we will 
not suffer the punishment for our sins because that punishment 
has already been borne for us by Jesus.

When Thou seest me waver,  
With a look recall 

Nor for fear or favor 
Suffer me to fall. Amen. (TLH 516:1b)

k
January 10, 1958



January 11
k

Read John 19:1–7

 
BehOld the man!

W hether or not Pilate witnessed any part of the mer-
ciless scourging and the blasphemous mockery, 
Scripture does not record. However, he now saw 

Christ enduring excruciating pain and wearing the mock regalia. 
Undoubtedly, Pilate felt satisfied that Christ’s appearance was suf-
ficiently pathetic to serve the purpose he had in mind. He still 
wanted to release Christ. He led Him out before the multitude and, 
perhaps pointing at Him, said to the people: “Behold the man!” 
(John 19:5). There we have the picture of the thorn-crowned Christ 
with blood trickling down His cheeks and the purple robe on Him, 
the well-known painting Ecce Homo—“Behold the Man.”

Pilate sought to arouse the sympathy of the Jews. A mere glance 
should have sufficed. Jesus must have been a pathetic sight.

The Roman governor called Christ “the man.” That is all Jesus 
meant to him.

Pilate also intended his words to be a stinging rebuke to the 
Jews. He meant to say: “Look at your King. Such a disfigured man 
is your King.”

The Jews had no sympathy. The view of Christ enraged them 
all the more, and they cried the more fiercely: “Crucify Him!”

We thank God that we are permitted to behold Christ as He  
appeared before Pilate and the multitude. By God’s grace, we  
know He was crowned with thorns that we might be crowned with 
glory. He wore the scarlet robe that we might be clad in the royal 
wedding garment, the robe of Christ’s righteousness.

k
April 12, 1943



January 12
k

Read 1 Samuel 24:1–17 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. Matthew 5:44

 
in his stePs

W ho is my enemy? The person who has lied about me, 
the person who has sown the seeds of strife among 
my friends and relatives, the person who has beaten 

me out of hard-earned money.
Jesus says that I should love him, bless him, do good to him. 

He does not give me time to allow my feelings to cool off. He says: 
“Do it today before the sun sets.” He is demanding the impossible. 
The wounds are too deeply rooted in my heart.

That is the voice of flesh and blood. But Jesus does not ask 
flesh and blood to do that which is beyond its powers. He appeals 
to the Christians as God’s children. He says: “Pray for them.” Pray 
to your Father in heaven, who “makes His sun rise on the evil  
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” 
(Matthew 5:45). Pray in the name of Jesus, whose sensitive soul 
felt the full impact of insult, whose body quivered under the  
hammer blows at Calvary, but who, nevertheless, prayed: “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).

As we thus kneel in the presence of God, who so loved, so 
forgave, who daily forgives us our many sins, something happens. 
Power from on high takes hold of our stubborn hearts. Anger gives 
way to love; bitter thoughts and words give way to blessing. We 
do good.

Thus victory is achieved not only over self, but often also over 
the enemy. While enmity repaid with enmity widens the gap, love 
tends to lessen it and reunite the broken friendship.

May Thy love to me, Lord Jesus, warm my heart with love 
even to my enemies. Amen.

k
January 12, 1950



January 13
k

Read John 17: 20–26
I will come again and will take you to Myself, that where I am you 

may be also.  John 14:3

Where i am yOu may Be alsO

N o one can trace the trend of the Savior’s thoughts dur-
ing the closing scenes of His earthly life without being 
deeply impressed by the one compelling force that lay 

behind His every word and deed: His affectionate attachment to 
His faithful few and His deep desire that His intimate and free com-
panionship with them be continued in His Father’s house above.

Thus, for instance, in His High Priestly Prayer in the Upper 
Room that night, after imploring the Father’s many blessings upon 
all Christians of all times, He climaxes this prayer of prayers with 
the jewel of all petitions: “Father, I desire that they also, whom 
You have given Me, may be with Me where I am, to see My glory 
that You have given Me” (John 17:24, emphasis added). He shares 
with His Father a desire that, when He repeats it to His disciples, 
becomes a promise: “I will come again and will take you to Myself, 
that where I am you may be also.”

Jesus has secured His Father’s approval and permission to bring 
His friends into His Father’s house. By His death of reconciliation, 
He has unlocked the door of His Father’s home. Heaven is now an 
open house! “Where I am you”—you who have come to the Father 
by Me—“may be also.” What greater delight, what higher ecstasy 
can the sin-bound soul envision than to spend the endless ages  
of the world to come in the Father’s house with Jesus!

Draw us to Thee, For then shall we 
Walk in Thy steps forever 

And hasten on Where Thou art gone 
To be with Thee, dear Savior. (LSB 701:1)

k
January 13, 1944


