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INTRODUCTION

Our Lord is the Lord who serves. Jesus Christ came into the flesh not to 
be served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many. On the 
cross He offered Himself as a spotless sacrifice for the sin of the whole 
world. Through His perfect life and death, He accomplished forgiveness 
and salvation for all before the Father in heaven. By His empty tomb and 
ascension into heaven, He declared His victory over sin and death to all 
the world. Seated now at the Father’s right hand, He graciously serves His 
Church with the gifts of salvation. On the Last Day, He will come again 
to gather His elect from every nation to celebrate the feast that will have 
no end.

Our Lord serves us today through His holy Word and Sacraments. 
Through these means, He comes among us to deliver His forgiveness and 
salvation, freeing us from our sins and strengthening us for service to one 
another and to the world. At Holy Baptism, He puts His name upon us, 
pours His Holy Spirit into our hearts, and rescues us from sin, death, and 
the devil. Through Holy Absolution, He pronounces His forgiveness again 
and again. With His holy Word, written in Scripture and preached into our 
ears, He daily proclaims His abiding love for us through all the joys and 
sorrows of life in this world. In His Holy Supper, He gives us His own 
body and blood to eat and drink as a priceless gift to nourish and strength-
en us in both body and soul.

The Lord’s service calls forth our service—in sacrifices of praise and 
thanksgiving to Him and in loving service to one another. Having been 
called, gathered, enlightened, and sanctified by the Holy Spirit, we receive 
His gifts with thankfulness and praise. With psalms, hymns, and spiritu-
al songs, we joyfully confess all that God has done for us, declaring the 
praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 
Our song joins with the song of every saint from every age, the new song 
of Christ’s holy people, declaring: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 
blessing!” (Rev. 5:12).
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Within the Lutheran tradition, the wedding of the Word of God to melo-
dy was modeled by the reformer himself. Martin Luther had a high regard 
for music and urged the Church to use it wisely as a vehicle for proclaiming 
the Gospel. “Next to theology,” he wrote, “I accord to music the highest 
place and the greatest honor.” Retaining the best of pre-Reformation hym-
nody, as well as adding a great number of new hymns to the Church’s song, 
Luther and succeeding generations of hymnwriters continue to inspire the 
faithful to lift their voices in praise and thanksgiving to the triune God.

This heritage of word and song has been highly valued throughout the 
history of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Even before the Syn-
od’s formation, a new, German-language hymnal was already in develop-
ment, edited by the Synod’s first president, C. F. W. Walther. With the tran-
sition to English came several books: Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book 
(1889, 1912), The Lutheran Hymnal (1941), and, most recently, Lutheran 
Worship (1982). Each of these hymnals not only handed on the treasures 
of the past but also offered contemporary expressions of word and song in 
service to the Gospel.

Lutheran Service Book now continues the Church’s song into the 
twenty-first century. Officially accepted at the Synod’s 2004 Convention, 
Lutheran Service Book is a careful blending of the best of The Lutheran 
Hymnal and Lutheran Worship. It offers treasured melodies and texts that 
have nourished God’s people for generations.

In every age God also blesses His people by raising up hymnwriters who 
have honed their craft to create rich and fresh expressions of praise. Pro-
duced during the most prolific period of English-language hymn writing in 
the history of Christendom, Lutheran Service Book delivers a rich feast of 
Gospel-centered hymns from every age and from many lands.

Lutheran Service Book is offered with the prayer that it may be used 
in all its fullness to give voice to the prayer, praise, and thanksgiving of 
God’s holy people as they are graciously served by Him through Word 
and Sacrament.

viii

ABOUT THE COVER

The most prominent feature of the cover design is the 
cross. The dark, innermost portion of the cross is a remind-
er of the darkness of Good Friday, when our Lord “hum-
bled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:8). The prominent, gold 
leaf cross is a reminder of the resurrection of our Lord. 
God raised Him “from the dead and gave Him glory, so 
that [our] faith and hope are in God” (1 Peter 1:21). The 
eight embossed squares surrounding the cross remind us 
of Christ’s resurrection on Sunday, the eighth day, and the 
inauguration of a new creation through our Baptism into 
the death and resurrection of Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). Taken as 
a whole, the cross design gives the impression of ongoing 
expansion—even as the Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
until the end of time “in Jerusalem and in Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

To the left of the cross are depicted the means of grace, 
through which the Gospel goes forth into our lives and to 
all the world. From top to bottom are an open Bible (Word 
of God), a shell with drops of water (Holy Baptism), and 
Communion vessels with grains of wheat and fruit of the 
vine (Lord’s Supper). On the back cover, the Holy Trinity 
is pictured in the form of the hand of God (the Father), a 
cross (the Son), and a dove (the Holy Spirit).
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THE PSALMS

1 Blessèd is the man who walks 
not in the counsel of the  | wick-

ed,* nor stands in the way of sin-
ners, nor sits in the seat of | scoff-
ers; 

2. but his delight is in the 
law | of the Lord,* and on his law 
he meditates | day and night. 

3. He is like a tree planted by 
streams of water that yields its 
fruit in its season, and its leaf does 
not  |  wither.* In all that he does, 
he | prospers. 

4. The wicked | are not so,* but 
are like chaff that the wind | drives 
away. 

5. Therefore the wicked will 
not stand in the  |  judgment,* nor 
sinners in the congregation of 
the | righteous; 

6. for the Lord knows the way 
of the | righteous,* but the way of 
the wicked will | perish. 

Glory be to the Father and | to 
the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be-  |  gin-
ning,* is now, and will be forev-
er. | Amen. 

2 Why do the | nations rage* and 
the peoples | plot in vain? 

2. The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel to-  |  gether,* against the 
Lord and against his anoint-
ed, | saying, 

3. “Let us burst their  |  bonds 
apart* and cast away their  |  cords 
from us.” 

4. He who sits in the  | heavens 
laughs;* the Lord holds them in 
de- | rision. 

5. Then he will speak to 
them  |  in his wrath,* and terrify 
them in his fury, | saying, 

6. “As for me, I have  |  set my 
King* on Zion, my | holy hill.” 

7. I will tell of | the decree:* The 
Lord said to me, “You are my Son; 
today I have be- | gotten you. 

8. Ask of me, and I will make 
the nations your  |  heritage,* 
and the ends of the earth your 
pos- | session. 

9. You shall break them with 
a  |  rod of iron* and dash them in 
pieces like a potter’s | vessel.” 

10. Now therefore, O  |  kings, 
be wise;* be warned, O rulers | of 
the earth. 

THE PSALMS
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as it was in the be-  |  gin-
ning,* is now, and will be forev-
er. | Amen. 

5 Give ear to my words,  |  O 
Lord;* consider my  |  groan-

ing. 
2. Give attention to the sound of 

my cry, my King  |  and my God,* 
for to you | do I pray. 

3. O Lord, in the morning 
you | hear my voice;* in the morn-
ing I prepare a sacrifice for  |  you 
and watch. 

4. For you are not a God who 
delights in | wickedness;* evil may 
not | dwell with you. 

5. The boastful shall not stand 
be-  | fore your eyes;* you hate all 
evil- | doers. 

6. You destroy those | who speak 
lies;* the Lord abhors the blood-
thirsty and de- | ceitful man. 

7. But I, through the abundance 
of your steadfast love, will en- | ter 
your house.* I will bow down to-
ward your holy temple in the | fear 
of you. 

8. Lead me, O Lord, in your 
righteousness because of my  | en-
emies;* make your way straight 
be- | fore me. 

9. For there is no truth in 
their mouth; their inmost self is 
de-  |  struction;* their throat is an 
open grave; they flatter | with their 
tongue. 

10. Make them bear their guilt, 
O God; let them fall by their 
own  |  counsels;* because of the 
abundance of their transgressions 
cast them out, for they have re-
belled a- | gainst you. 

11. But let all who take refuge 
in you rejoice; let them ever | sing 
for joy,* and spread your protec-
tion over them, that those who love 
your name may ex- | ult in you. 

12. For you bless the righ-
teous,  |  O Lord;* you cover him 
with favor as | with a shield. 

Glory be to the Father and | to 
the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be-  |  gin-
ning,* is now, and will be forev-
er. | Amen. 

6 O Lord, rebuke me not in 
your  |  anger,* nor discipline 

me | in your wrath. 
2. Be gracious to me, O Lord, 

for I am | languishing;* heal me, O 
Lord, for my bones are | troubled. 

3. My soul also is greatly | trou-
bled.* But you, O Lord—  |  how 
long? 

4. Turn, O Lord, deliv-  |  er 
my life;* save me for the sake of 
your | steadfast love. 

5. For in death there is no re-
mem-  |  brance of you;* in Sheol 
who will | give you praise? 

6. I am weary with my moaning; 
every night I flood my  | bed with 

11. Serve the | Lord with fear,* 
and rejoice with | trembling. 

12. Kiss the Son, lest he be 
angry, and you perish in the way, 
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.* 
Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge 
in him. 

Glory be to the Father and | to 
the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be-  |  gin-
ning,* is now, and will be forev-
er. | Amen. 

3 O Lord, how many  |  are 
my foes!* Many are rising 

a- | gainst me; 
2. many are saying | of my soul,* 

there is no salvation for  |  him in 
God. 

3. But you, O Lord, are a shield 
a-  |  bout me,* my glory, and the 
lifter | of my head. 

4. I cried aloud  |  to the Lord,* 
and he answered me from 
his | holy hill. 

5. I lay | down and slept;* I woke 
again, for the Lord sus-  |  tained 
me. 

6. I will not be afraid of many 
thousands of  |  people* who have 
set themselves against me  |  all 
around. 

7. Arise, O Lord! Save me, O 
my God! For you strike all my ene-
mies | on the cheek;* you break the 
teeth of the | wicked. 

8. Salvation belongs  |  to the 

Lord;* your blessing be on 
your | people! 

Glory be to the Father and | to 
the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be-  |  gin-
ning,* is now, and will be forev-
er. | Amen. 

4 Answer me when I call, O 
God of my righteousness! 

You have given me relief when I 
was  |  in distress.* Be gracious to 
me and | hear my prayer! 

2. O men, how long shall my 
honor be turned  |  into shame?* 
How long will you love vain words 
and seek | after lies? 

3. But know that the Lord has 
set apart the godly  |  for himself;* 
the Lord hears when I | call to him. 

4. Be angry, and  |  do not sin;* 
ponder in your own hearts on your 
beds, and be | silent. 

5. Offer right sacri- | fices,* and 
put your trust | in the Lord. 

6. There are many who say, 
“Who will show | us some good?* 
Lift up the light of your face upon 
us, | O Lord!” 

7. You have put more joy | in my 
heart* than they have when their 
grain and | wine abound. 

8. In peace I will both lie | down 
and sleep;* for you alone, O Lord, 
make me dwell in | safety. 

Glory be to the Father and | to 
the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 
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 DAILY PRAYER 294

Thursday: For the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deaconesses, 
and other church workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the 
Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed Sacrament of Christ’s 
body and blood.

Friday: For the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
for the spread of His knowledge throughout the whole world; for the 
persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dying.

Saturday: For faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are 
withering in the faith or have fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds 
to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and people as they prepare 
to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts.

These brief services are intended as a simple form of daily prayer for 
individuals and families, and in other settings.

When more than one person is present, the versicles and responses may 
be spoken responsively, with one person reading the words in regular type 
and the others responding with the words in bold type. Prayers that are in 
bold type are to be prayed by all.

For the readings, several verses have been recommended for each par-
ticular time of day. These may be used on a rotating basis. The value in 
using these few texts lies in the opportunity to learn them well. For those 
desiring a more complete selection of readings, daily lectionaries may be 
followed. Readings from the Small Catechism may also be incorporated 
into the services.

In the prayers “for others and ourselves,” the following suggestions may 
be used to establish a pattern of daily and weekly prayer.

Sunday: For the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith 
nourished by the Word and the Sacraments.

Monday: For faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s 
calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the salvation and well-be-
ing of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; for good 
government and for peace.

Tuesday: For deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted 
and despairing, the tortured and oppressed; for those struggling with sin.

Wednesday: For marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents 
and children live in ordered harmony according to the Word of God; 
for parents who must raise children alone; for our communities and 
neighborhoods.

DAILY PRAYER 
For Individuals and Families

PREVIEW SAMPLE - NOT FINAL COPY 
© 2018 published by Concordia Publishing House and/or the copyright information listed on the copyright page 

cph.org



295 DAILY PRAYER  DAILY PRAYER 295

I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 
that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy an-
gel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
(423) Small Catechism

Let us bless the Lord. [Psalm 103:1] 
Thanks be to God.

Then go joyfully to your work.

MORNING
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice; 
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch. Psalm 5:3

My mouth is filled with Your praise, 
and with Your glory all the day. Psalm 71:8

O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth will declare Your praise. Psalm 51:15

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

A hymn, canticle, or psalm may be sung or spoken.

An appointed reading or one of the following is read: Colossians 3:1–4; Exodus 
15:1–11; Isaiah 12:1–6; Matthew 20:1–16; Mark 13:32–36; Luke 24:1–9; John 
21:4–14; Ephesians 4:17–24; Romans 6:1–4.

A portion of the Small or Large Catechism may be read.

The Apostles’ Creed is confessed.

Lord’s Prayer

Prayers for others and ourselves

Concluding prayers:
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, 
on this day when the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You 
to create its beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its end, that our 
doings may be preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this 
day be well pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  (441) 
Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 
Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and 
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331 The advent of our King 
Our prayers must now 

employ, And we must hymns of 
welcome sing In strains of holy 
joy. 

2. The everlasting Son Incarnate 
deigns to be, Himself a servant’s 
form puts on To set His servants 
free. 

3. O Zion’s daughter, rise To 
meet your lowly King, Nor let your 
faithless heart despise The peace 
He comes to bring. 

4. As judge, on clouds of light, 
He soon will come again And His 
true members all unite With Him in 
heav’n to reign. 

5. Before the dawning day Let 
sin’s dark deeds be gone, The sin-
ful self be put away, The new self 
now put on. 

6. All glory to the Son, Who 
comes to set us free, With Father, 
Spirit, ever one Through all eter-
nity. 

Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John 
Chandler, 1806–76, alt. 

Public domain 

332 Savior of the nations, 
come, Virgin’s Son, 

make here Your home! Marvel 
now, O heav’n and earth, That the 
Lord chose such a birth. 

2. Not by human flesh and 
blood, By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made 
flesh—Woman’s offspring, pure 
and fresh. 

3. Here a maid was found with 
child, Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 
God was there upon His throne. 

4. Then stepped forth the Lord 
of all From His pure and kingly 
hall; God of God, yet fully man, 
His heroic course began. 

5. God the Father was His 
source, Back to God He ran His 
course. Into hell His road went 
down, Back then to His throne and 
crown. 

6. For You are the Father’s Son 
Who in flesh the vict’ry won. By 
Your mighty pow’r make whole All 
our ills of flesh and soul. 

7. From the manger newborn 
light Shines in glory through the 
night. Darkness there no more re-
sides; In this light faith now abides. 

8. Glory to the Father sing, 
Glory to the Son, our king, Glory 

THE HYMNS
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curing The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing Eternal 
life in heav’n. 

6. He comes to judge the na-
tions, A terror to His foes, A light 
of consolations And blessèd hope 
to those Who love the Lord’s ap-
pearing. O glorious Sun, now 
come, Send forth Your beams so 
cheering, And guide us safely 
home. 

Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76;  
tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Public domain 

335 O bride of Christ, re-
joice; Exultant raise 

thy voice To hail the day of glory 
Foretold in sacred story. R. 

R. Hosanna, praise, and glory! 
Our King, we bow before Thee. 

2. Let shouts of gladness rise 
Triumphant to the skies. Now 
comes the King most glorious To 
reign o’er all victorious. R. 

3. A humble beast He rides, Yet 
as a King presides; Though not 
arrayed in splendor, He makes the 
grave surrender. R. 

4. The weak and timid find How 
meek He is and kind; To them He 
gives a treasure Of bliss beyond all 
measure. R. 

5. Then go thy Lord to meet; 
Strew palm leaves at His feet; Thy 
garments spread before Him And 
honor and adore Him. R. 

Danish, c. 1600; tr. Victor O. Petersen, 
1864–1929, alt. 

Public domain 

336 Lo! He comes with 
clouds descending, 

Once for ev’ry sinner slain; Thou-
sand thousand saints attending 
Swell the triumph of His train: Al-
leluia, alleluia, alleluia! Christ the 
Lord returns to reign. 

2. Ev’ry eye shall now behold 
Him Robed in glorious majesty; 
Those who set at naught and sold 
Him, Pierced and nailed Him to the 
tree, Deeply wailing, deeply wail-
ing, deeply wailing, Shall their true 
Messiah see. 

3. Those dear tokens of His pas-
sion Still His dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation To His 
ransomed worshipers. With what 
rapture, with what rapture, with 
what rapture Gaze we on those 
glorious scars! 

4. Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 
High on Thine eternal throne; Sav-
ior, take the pow’r and glory, Claim 
the kingdom as Thine own. Allelu-
ia, alleluia, alleluia! Thou shalt 
reign, and Thou alone! 

Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Public domain 

337 The night will soon 
be ending; The dawn 

cannot be far. Let songs of praise 
ascending Now greet the Morn-

to the Spirit be Now and through 
eternity. 

attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; 
German version, Martin Luther, 

1483–1546; tr. William M. Reynolds, 
1812–76, sts. 1–2; tr. Lutheran Service 

Book, 2006, sts. 3, 6; tr. F. Samuel 
Janzow, 1913–2001, sts. 4–5, 8;  

tr. Gifford A. Grobien, b. 1973, st. 7 

Sts. 1–2: Public domain; sts. 3, 6–7:  
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House;  

sts. 4–5, 8: © 1978 Concordia  
Publishing House 

333 Once He came in 
blessing, All our sins 

redressing; Came in likeness low-
ly, Son of God most holy; Bore the 
cross to save us; Hope and freedom 
gave us. 

2. Now He gently leads us; With 
Himself He feeds us Precious food 
from heaven, Pledge of peace here 
given, Manna that will nourish 
Souls that they may flourish. 

3. Soon will come that hour 
When with mighty power Christ 
will come in splendor And will 
judgment render, With the faithful 
sharing Joy beyond comparing. 

4. Come, then, O Lord Jesus, 
From our sins release us. Keep our 
hearts believing, That we, grace re-
ceiving, Ever may confess You Till 
in heav’n we bless You. 

Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547;  
tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78,  

sts. 1, 4, alt.;  
tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006, sts. 2–3 

Sts. 1, 4: Public domain; sts. 2–3:  
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House 

334 O Lord, how shall I 
meet You, How wel-

come You aright? Your people long 
to greet You, My hope, my heart’s 
delight! O kindle, Lord most holy, 
Your lamp within my breast To do 
in spirit lowly All that may please 
You best. 

2. Your Zion strews before You 
Green boughs and fairest palms; 
And I too will adore You With joy-
ous songs and psalms. My heart 
shall bloom forever For You with 
praises new And from Your name 
shall never Withhold the honor 
due. 

3. I lay in fetters, groaning; You 
came to set me free. I stood, my 
shame bemoaning; You came to 
honor me. A glorious crown You 
give me, A treasure safe on high 
That will not fail or leave me As 
earthly riches fly. 

4. Love caused Your incarna-
tion; Love brought You down to 
me. Your thirst for my salvation 
Procured my liberty. Oh, love be-
yond all telling, That led You to 
embrace In love, all love excelling, 
Our lost and fallen race. 

5. Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 
Cannot His love erase; Your guilt 
the Lord will pardon And cover by 
His grace. He comes, for you pro-

 ADVENT  ADVENT 
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