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vi  Know the Bible Now

Foreword
Biblical literacy seems to be at an all-time low today. One can 

no longer assume that a reference even to a major scriptural 
event will be understood by the general public.

Fifty years ago, when I first started teaching ancient history 
at Western Michigan University, any mention I made of a familiar 
person or event in Scripture was readily understood by nearly all 
the students. Now the same reference provokes glassy-eyed stares 
from much of the class. And this problem is not limited to the 
young, to non-Christians, or to the laity. The horror stories abound 
and include the clergy. One survey found that only three of ten 
British clerics could name all Ten Commandments!

Such biblical illiteracy makes the task of sharing or defending 
the faith—obligatory for every Christian—even more difficult. How 
do we share our beliefs without understanding their source? How 
can Christians mount a defense against all the trash being loaded 
upon the faith today in our media, magazines, radio and TV, novels, 
Internet blogs, and sensationalist books when they are not quite 
sure what they are trying to defend?

Even in the context of a local congregation, some may feel intim-
idated at assuming any leadership in Bible study due to the massive 
amount of material in the Scriptures. This may well be the case for 
new converts who have not had a Christian upbringing.

Know the Bible Now is a genuine antidote to biblical illiteracy, 
and a welcome solution to the problems illiteracy raises. The 
editors and publisher have not used the “Read the Bible in A Year” 
approach through the familiar listings of daily devotional segments 
of Holy Writ. Instead, they have responded to authorities in the 
field of education, who tell us that the literary vehicle most likely 
to draw attention and to effortlessly enter the memory is the story. 
Accordingly, they have chosen the 120 greatest stories in the Old 
and New Testaments to engage the reader.

When using the term story in this context, of course, we must 
always remember that the meaning is “historical account,” not 
fictional fairy tale for bedtime reading to children. The stories in 
Scripture give us the true record of how humanity has responded to 
God and His revelation in the most colorful and diverse ways.
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Visual imagery is another powerful tool for communication, 
learning authorities insist. For example, witness the use of icons 
on computer screens that the mind absorbs more quickly than 
wordage. For that reason, Know the Bible Now is filled with illustra-
tions, including pictorial art, infographics, charts, maps, explana-
tory sidebars, and many other visual aids, all in full color. The art, 
in particular, has a photographic quality that sets it above the 
usual imagery found in Sunday School leaflets, while the “Did you 
know?” segments offer fresh insights that even theologians will 
admire.

Another unique feature in these pages are the brief but power-
ful summaries of the various biblical books, which will enable the 
reader to “see the forest as well as the trees.” This wider view reveals 
the overall divine plan behind the Old and New Testaments.

All of these aids are designed to render the massive amount of 
material in that religious library we call the Bible much more intel-
ligible and memorable for the reader. Know the Bible Now, then, is 
no unfounded claim or a publisher’s hype, but sober truth.

Whoever reads this book will be rewarded with a more com-
prehensive understanding of Holy Scripture. Readers will see how 
it all fits together in a masterpiece of creative unity, as revealed by 
its ultimate Author. The Bible thus equips any Christian with the 
working instructions for life here on earth—the Law, as well as the 
great good news about the life to come, the Gospel. For this reason, 
I commend these pages to all lay Christians, as well as any clergy 
and even theologians who may have neglected personal Bible study.

—Paul L. Maier
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Preface
Give me life, O Lord, according to Your 

Word! . . . I am Your servant; give me 
understanding, that I may know Your 

testimonies! Psalm 119:107, 125

The Bible is a grand, mysterious book—and for many of us, 
a bit intimidating. Unless you grew up in Sunday School or 
read Bible stories with your family at home, the Bible may feel 

like a closed book. Where do you start? What’s most important to 
know? How does one prepare to hear the Bible preached in church, 
discussed in classes, or shared with one’s family?

Know the Bible Now is based on the proven practice—centuries 
old—of learning the Bible through study of its key stories. The 120 
Bible stories in this book are based on the English Standard Version 
and provide the perfect bridge into reading the full Bible with 
clear understanding. Yet Know the Bible Now also includes 75 pages 
of cutting-edge infographics to summarize key points about the 
books of the Bible and their teachings. Together, they present easy 
access to God’s life-giving Word.

Because many events and books of the Bible overlap one another 
in time, the presentation of stories and book summaries is roughly 
chronological. This should help the reader gain a broad sense of 
when things happened without troubling over too many details. For 
a thorough study of biblical chronology, we recommend Andrew E. 
Steinmann’s From Abraham to Paul: A Biblical Chronology (St. Louis: 
Concordia, 2011).

—Rev. Edward A. Engelbrecht
Bible Resources Senior Editor
Concordia Publishing House
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The Bible Is
The story  
of God’s  
promised  
salvat ion

A  
collect ion  
of books  

God inspired

Creation
The Promise
The Fathers
The Exodus
The Tribes

The Kingdom
The Exile

The Return
The Promise Fulfilled

The Mission
The End

Know the Bible Now  
describes both ways of seeing the Bible—through  

its great, ongoing story and through facts about the  
many books and persons through whom  

the story is told.

The Books  
of Moses

The  
Books of 
History

The Books  
of Wisdom

The Books of the Prophets

The Gospels

The Letters of Paul

The General  
Letters

The History

Genesis

Exodus
Leviticus

Numbers

Deuteronomy

Joshua
Judges

Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles

Ezra
Nehemiah

Esther

Song of  
Solomon

Job

Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes

Malachi

Isaiah
Jeremiah

Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum

Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai

Zechariah

John

Matthew
Mark

Luke

The Acts of  
the Apostles

2 Thessalonians

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

Philemon
Titus
2 Timothy
1 Timothy1 Thessalonians

Hebrews

Jude

James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
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Understanding Bible References
The following diagram illustrates how a common Bible 

reference to John 3:16 breaks down.
 Book  Chapter  Verse
 Title  Number  Number
 John  3:  16

Using the Bible’s table of contents, look up the book 
John, then chapter 3, and finally verse 16.
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THE LAW is the rules 
we should obey. In 
the Bible, God’s Law 
commands the good 
works we should 
do. It also threatens 

THE GOSPEL  
 is the promise 
that the heav-
enly Father 

would send the Savior of the world: Jesus, who rescues 
us from our sins and gives new and eternal life. In the 

Bible, all the passages that describe or refer to the bless-
ings God promises and gives us through Jesus may be 

called Gospel.

Scholars of the Bible have distinguished a total of 613 commands 
or prohibitions in the Books of Moses, which are commonly called the 
Law of Moses.

The Bible Is Two Major Teachings

These TWO teachings are the TWO basic ways God works in people’s lives, found throughout the Bible. God defines 
Himself through these two teachings in Exodus 34:6–7. The Gospel of John also begins with this distinction (John 1:17).

1

2

punishments for the 
sins we should not 
do. All the passages 
or stories that speak 
in these ways are 
examples of Law.
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With these basic truths, you are ready to start 
reading the story of salvation and exploring the 
books of the Bible. As you read a story, learn about 
the book where it is found or take the approach 
that best works for you or for the group with 
which you are studying.

Bible reference

Bible 
story

Bible 
facts

The Bible sometimes includes special terms that 
you may not hear or see in day-to-day English. It 
sometimes includes words that are more challeng-
ing to understand. A number of these words are 
set in bold so they are easier to find and to discuss 
or explore with  
a dictionary. 
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While you read and explore, look for facts about 
the Savior, Jesus. He is the chief character of the 
Bible, which is all about Jesus and you.
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The Beginning
In the beginning, God created  

the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1

Every book has a beginning, a middle, and an end. The Bible is no different. In 
fact, the first book of the Bible, Genesis, tells the story of how everything began, 
including human beings. God spoke and the entire universe was created. Then 

God created human beings from the dust of the ground. He breathed into the dust He 
had formed. He created human beings in His image: perfect, without sin, obedient.

But the first people, Adam and Eve, did not trust 
God. They did not obey His commands. They put 
themselves first. They sinned when they ate the fruit 
from the tree in the middle of the garden. As a result, 
Adam and Eve had to leave the garden. As a result, all 
of Adam and Eve’s children, including us, are born as 
sinners, experience troubles, and will die.

But the story does not end there. In Genesis 3:15, 
God makes the very first promise of a Savior. He will 
repeat this promise throughout the Old Testament: 
to Noah and Abraham and David and to all who will 
hear the prophets.

As you read the Bible stories in this section, 
think about how God takes care of you. He created a 
unique planet that supports you with air and water 

and food. God placed you in a family so you can 
grow and learn, especially about God and your Savior, Jesus. God controls the 
world, so you do not need to be afraid of wars or natural disasters or even death.

This is the beginning of an amazing book that is all about God’s love for you. 
Each story connects to Jesus Christ, God’s Son, who came to earth because 

God always keeps His promises. Jesus loves you so much that He took the 
punishment for the sin of Adam and Eve and for all 

your sins. His death and resurrection are the 
middle of this book—and when God takes 

you to heaven, you will live the 
end of the story forever.

The Days of Creation
Day 1:  Light and dark, 

day and night
Day 2: Sky and water
Day 3:  Dry land, bodies 

of water, trees and 
plants

Day 4:  Sun, moon, plan-
ets, and stars

Day 5:  Animals that live 
in the water and 
birds

Day 6:  Animals that live 
on the earth, man 
and woman

Day 7: God rested
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Making Connections
In the Book of Genesis, God used Moses to write 

down how He created the world. Moses also tells us 
about the first sin and the problems it caused: Adam 
and Eve were afraid of God, they had to leave the 
garden, their son committed murder, and eventu-
ally evil people filled the earth.

But Moses also tells us that God loved the 
people He created. He promised a Savior who would 
destroy Satan. He gave Cain a mark that would 
protect him even though he killed his brother. God 
saved Noah, his family, and the animals from the 
flood.

God loves you and protects you too. He kept His 
promise to send Jesus, your Savior, to bruise Satan’s 
head. God marks you as His special and much-
loved child in Baptism. Jesus’ disciple Peter said 
that Baptism was like a flood that washes us clean 
and makes us a new creation. You can look it up in 
1 Peter 3:21.

The apostle Paul wrote a letter to his friends 
in the city of Corinth. He said, “If anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation” 
(2 Corinthians 5:17) and “In Adam all 
die, so also in Christ shall all be made 
alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). Thank 
God that from the very beginning He 
had a plan for you and that in Christ 
you are a new creation!
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Genesis

Sin & Law
The curse and death 
that comes with sin and 
disobedience; humankind’s 
slavery to evil; families 
divided by sin

Grace & Gospel
The promise of a Savior; 
God gives blessings, 
life, and freedom; God’s 
goodness and covenant 
promise for the faithful

Chapters  
1–11: Creat ion 
and the  
nat ions.

Genesis tells the story of God’s promise from Eden, 
where it was first heard (Genesis 3:15), to the descen-
dants of Abraham and Sarah, to whom God promised, 
“In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” 
(Genesis 18:18; 22:18; 28:14). The book breaks down 
into three major sections.

Nearly a third of the book describes the broth-
ers who would give rise to leading tribes 

at the time Moses wrote the book. Joseph/ 
Ephraim becomes the forefather of the leading 
northern tribe. Benjamin becomes the forefather 
of Saul, the first king of Israel. Judah becomes  
the forefather of David and Solomon, the greatest  
kings of Israel in the Old Testament.

Chapters 37–50: 
The brothers whose 
descendants 
will lead  
Israel.

1.

Chapters 12–36:   
The heart of  

the book;  
the stories of 

Abraham,  
Isaac, and  

Jacob.

2.

3.

In Abraham,  
all families of the  

earth will be blessed.

God creates all things  •  c. 1446–1406 BC Genesis writ ten  •  1406 BC Israel enters Promised Land

50 chapters Read in 3 hours, 46 minutes
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Sons of the Promise in Genesis

Noah

Adam

Abraham

Isaac

Jacob

Seth
Cain

Abel

JaphethHam Shem

Ishmael

Medan
Midian

Ishbak
Jokshan

Shuah

Zimran

Esau
Gad

Asher

Ephraim

Manasseh
Judah

Reuben

Simeon
Levi

Issachar Zebulun

Joseph
Benjamin

Dan
Naphtali
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God Creates the World
Genesis 1–2

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
The earth had no shape. It was empty. Darkness was over the 
face of the deep. The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God 
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day. 
The darkness He called Night. There was evening and there was 
morning, the first day.

God said, “Let an expanse separate the waters from the waters.” And it was so. 
God called the expanse Heaven. There was evening and there was morning, the 
second day.

God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 
He called Seas. God saw that it was good.

And God said, “Let the earth sprout plants and fruit trees. Let each bring forth 
seeds, according to its kind.” And it was so. The earth brought forth plants and trees. 
God saw that it was good. There was evening and there was morning, the third day.

God said, “Let there be lights in the heavens to separate the day from the night 
and to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the greater light to rule 
the day and the lesser light to rule the night, and He made the stars. God saw that it 
was good. There was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

God said, “Let the waters swarm with living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth.” God created the sea creatures and birds according to their kinds. God saw 
that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply.” There was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures—livestock and creeping 
things and beasts of the earth.” And it was so. God made the beasts of the earth and 
the livestock and everything that creeps on the ground according to their kinds. 
God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image.” So God created man in His 
own image. He created them male and female. God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and have dominion over every living thing.” 
And God said, “I have given you plants and trees with seed in its fruit for food.” And 
it was so. God saw everything that He had made, and it was very good. There was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it He rested.

Words to 
Remember
In the begin-
ning, God 
created the 
heavens and 
the earth.  
Genesis 1:1
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DID YOU KNOW?
•  The Hebrew word for create is never used with a subject other than God 

in the Old Testament.

•  Lights (lamps or candles) are used in Christian worship to symbolize 
God’s active faith-creating and faith-sustaining presence among His 
people.

•  Before the flood, plants were sustained by water in the soil itself and by 
the river that flowed through and out of Eden.
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The Fall into Sin
Genesis 2–3

The Lord God planted a garden in Eden, and there 
He put the man. The tree of life was in the middle of the 
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
God commanded the man, saying, “You may eat of every tree of the garden, but you 
shall not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. In the day that you eat of 
it you shall surely die.”

The serpent, who was more crafty than any beast that God had made, said to 
the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”

The woman said, “We may eat the fruit of the trees. But God said, ‘You shall not 
eat of the tree in the middle of the garden, neither shall you touch it, or you will 
die.’ ”

The serpent said, “You will not die. God knows that when you eat from this tree, 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

The woman saw that the tree was good for food and could make one wise, so she 
took its fruit and ate. She also gave some to her husband, and he ate. Then their eyes 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked. They sewed fig leaves together 
and made themselves loincloths.

They heard the Lord God walking in the garden, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves. But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”

And the man said, “I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”
God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree?”
The man said, “The woman gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”
Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What have you done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
The Lord God said to the serpent, “I will put enmity between you and the 

woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. He shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise His heel.”

To the woman God said, “In pain you shall bring forth children.”
And to Adam God said, “Cursed is the ground because of you. By the sweat of 

your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground. For you are dust, and 
to dust you shall return.”

The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 
And the Lord God made garments of skins and clothed Adam and Eve.

Then the Lord God drove the man out of the garden. At the east of the garden, 
God placed the cherubim, who held a flaming sword that turned every way to 
guard the way to the tree of life.

Words to Remember
You are dust, and to 
dust you shall return. 
Genesis 3:19
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DID YOU KNOW?
•  Man is called ‘adam (Hebrew) because he comes from the ‘admah 

(Hebrew for “earth”). Both terms refer to the reddish brown color of clay 
soil.

• The garden was only a part of the region called Eden.

• The name Satan means “adversary.”


