Matt 18:23-35 (NRSV)
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and
all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave
released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he
would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
Forgiveness is essential: Matt 6:12; Matt 6:14-15; Matt 18:34-35; Mark 11:25; Luke 6:37; Col 3:13
Forgiveness as cancelled debt: Matt. 18:23-35; Matt 6:12 / Luke 11:4; Luke 7:40-43
Luke 11:4a (NRSV) And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
Matt. 18:15-20 (NRSV) “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are
not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am
there among them.”
Luke 17:1-4 (NRSV) Jesus said to his disciples, “Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe
to anyone by whom they come! It would be better for you if a millstone were hung around your neck
and you were thrown into the sea than for you to cause one of these little ones to stumble. Be on your
guard! If another disciple sins, you must rebuke the offender, and if there is repentance, you must
forgive. And if the same person sins against you seven times a day, and turns back to you seven times
and says, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive.”
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Luke 6:36-38 (NRSV) (See also Matt 7:1-5) Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. “Do not
judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you
will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”
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