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Part 28 – Jesus, the Man from Heaven 
 

John 7:14-36    
 
1. Where did Jesus learn?  Heaven (vv. 14-18) 
Vs. 14 – “About the middle of the Feast” of Tabernacles, Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem. He entered the temple and began to teach. 
Jesus knew that his enemies were plotting to kill him. He also knew 
that by teaching in the temple, their murderous intentions toward 
him would only harden.  
Vs. 15 – John does not record precisely what Jesus taught. 

However, his teaching was so insightful and authoritative that those hearing him were shocked. Indeed the 
religious authorities “marveled” when they heard him. Knowing that he had no educational pedigree, they 
wondered how he could exhibit such depth of learning.  
Vs. 16 – Individuality and novelty were not prized among Jews in Jesus’ day (in terms of doctrine that is a 
good rule of thumb). Had he claimed to be self-taught, he would have immediately been discredited.1 Jesus 
credits his Father in Heaven for his teaching. We must keep in mind that we are dealing with Trinitarian 
mysteries here. Jesus possessed both a divine and human nature. By saying that his teaching is not from 
him but from his Father, Jesus is speaking according to his human nature. As our Mediator, Jesus 
voluntarily placed himself in a situation where he experienced the sort of dependence upon the Heavenly 
Father that we experience. And yet, Jesus had access to the Father in ways that are unique. And thus his 
teaching was only ever the very word of God.  
Vs. 17 – The depth of knowledge and power of Jesus’ teaching did not persuade his enemies to alter their 
hostility toward him. Jesus explains that the reason they refuse his teaching is because they have set their 
hearts against God. All resistance to Jesus is, by definition, resistance to God. “Jesus goes on to affirm that 
any really sincere person would know this. It is not something that can be learned only by those who are 
expert in theological niceties. Any man who really wills to do the will of God (i.e. whose whole will is bent in 
this direction; it is the set of the life that is meant) will have the spiritual discernment required.”2  
Vs. 18 – Jesus, the Man from Heaven, seeks his Father’s glory (even as the Father glorifies the Son, the 
Spirit glorifies the Son, etc.). Jesus is contrasting his motives with those of the religious authorities who 
desired their own glory; their own promotion.  

 We can safely say that everything about Jesus carries with it good news for the believer. And for us who 
believe, the fathomless wisdom and knowledge of Jesus means, among many other things, that we can 
always and must always trust what he says. So when Jesus speaks about faith, relationships, and 
suffering – when he speaks against sins like greed or envy or hate or lust – when he confirms God’s 
design for marriage between one man and one woman – when Jesus does all of that we can and must 
take him at his word.  

 
2. Where is Jesus from?  Heaven (vv. 19-31)  
Vs. 19 – Jesus takes on the central point of the accusations that he was a lawbreaker (he was accused of 
being a Sabbath-breaker in connection to his healing of the lame man). The irony is that while they accused 
him of breaking the Sabbath (which he did not) they were guilty of plotting his murder, a violation of the law 
of Moses.  
Vs. 20 – The vast number of people gathered around the temple were of the dispersion – Jews who came 
to Jerusalem from outside Judea for the Feast. Knowing little or nothing about the controversy surrounding 
Jesus in Jerusalem, they dismissed his words concerning the religious authorities’ plans to kill him as “crazy 
talk.”  
Vs. 21 – Jesus’ reminds them of the “one work,” he performed which has so angered the authorities. This 
was his healing the lame man of the Sabbath.  
Vv. 22-23 – Jesus argues from the lesser to the greater. If it is lawful to circumcise on the Sabbath if need 
be (the law required that boys turning eight days old on the Sabbath be circumcised on the Sabbath), then 
it is also obligatory to perform works of mercy on the Sabbath as well. Jesus is not undermining the Christian 
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practice of faithful Sabbath observance. Rather he is exposing the authorities’ misapplication of the Sabbath 
requirements. Jesus is exposing both their hypocrisy and their inconsistency in applying the Law. Jesus 
was “fulfilling what the [Sabbath] law was meant to do: to bring renewal and redemption to God’s people.”3 
Vs. 24 – This is part of Jesus’ response to the accusation that he is a Sabbath breaker. The nature of his 
“work” on the Sabbath was not only permissible but required. Right judgment demands this.  
Vv. 25-26 – Even though the authorities had designs to kill Jesus, they seem unable to even stop him from 
speaking at this point. 
Vs. 27 – In that day people were typically identified by their place of origin. Jesus was the son of Joseph 
“of Nazareth” (1:45). The crowd is assessing Jesus according to worldly standards. They “think that since 
they can trace Jesus’ human origins, he is disqualified from messianic status…Many Jews expected the 
Messiah to appear suddenly, mysteriously, since he would be commissioned supernaturally by God. For 
these Jews, Jesus’ commonplace appearance at the feast disqualifies him completely.”4  
Vv. 28-29 – Jesus never hid the fact that he had an identifiable human pedigree and ordinary birth in 
Bethlehem. But, as he explains, he is also from God. Such circumstances would prove to be necessary for 
Jesus’ redemptive mission to die in the place of sinners. The Man from Heaven had to come to us as one 
of us.  
Vv. 30-31 – There is a division among the people over Jesus. “Many of the people believed in him,” while 
the authorities sought to have him arrested. And yet, owing to Jesus’ divine origin and mission, they are 
kept from laying a hand on him for even they are servants (unwillingly!) of God’s sovereign plan.  

 Jesus power to work miracles (the healing of the lame man) and his authoritative voice concerning the 
Sabbath point directly to his divine origins. Even the inability of the authorities to lay hands upon Jesus 
at this point (vv. 26a, 30) indicate that he wields an authority greater than theirs. And yet he is also the 
man born in Bethlehem. He did not descend in the same way that he will ascend following his resurrection. 
Jesus’ life and ministry testified to the miracle of his incarnation. He is the eternal Son of God and the 
man who was born in Bethlehem. Jesus was simultaneously from Heaven and earth and this reality works 
for our salvation. Only the Man from Heaven can save us. We needed a man to stand in our place but 
we needed the Man from Heaven to die in our place.  

 
3. Where is Jesus going?  Heaven (vv. 32-36)  
Vs. 32 – In this final scene the action focuses on the priests and Pharisees who enlist the temple guard to 
arrest Jesus. 
Vv. 33-34 – The formal threat from the priests and Pharisees leads Jesus to reflect upon his death which 
is going to happen in a “short time.” After his death, Jesus will return to God in that place from where he 
was sent. What is more, Heaven is the special dwelling place of God and cannot be accessed by mortal 
humanity.  
Vv. 35-36 – The authorities do not understand the language of his departure as referring to his death. 
Therefore they cannot accept the possibility that Jesus could go anywhere beyond their reach. They 
speculate that Jesus is planning to flee from them beyond Judea into the Greek regions of the Jewish 
diaspora which is the one place they would not go.  

 Jesus is not speaking of where the authorities refuse to go. He is referring to that place to which they 
cannot go: Heaven. Jesus’ death, far from the end, will simply be his scheduled departure to return to his 
Father. The Man from Heaven is returning to Heaven. And this is all according to plan. As Jesus will later 
explain to his disciples, his departure is for their good. His being in Heaven will mean the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. It will mean his High Priestly intercession for all the saints. It will mean his preparing a home 
for all those who believe (John 14:1ff).  

 It is high irony that even as the city of Jerusalem was festooned with mini-tabernacles, they missed the 
living Tabernacle of God who walked among them. What great comfort there is for the Christian to know 
that Jesus was not merely a religious expert, a good man, or a charismatic leader. Jesus was and is the 
Man from Heaven, returned to Heaven, and will come again to receive his own. What good news it is that 
Jesus is not just another human king who lived, ruled, and then died. His throne is not made of corruptible 
materials. His kingdom is not bound by earthly borders. Nor will there be any end to his rule. Only a 
heavenly throne is fit for such a King. And Jesus the Savior is that King, the Man from Heaven.  
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