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Part 25 – The Irresistible Grace of God  
 

John 6:35-48    
This passage contains some of the clearest words in all of Scripture 
concerning God as the Sovereign Actor in the salvation of his people. 
There is no salvation unless God graciously and inexorably draws 
sinners to himself. And God’s grace is sufficient. That is, God’s grace 
needs no supplementing. His call is effective. When God graciously 
calls sinners to himself they will respond in faith (vs. 47). And those 
whom the Father graciously calls to himself will never be cast away: 

“All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out” (vs. 37).  
 
Vs. 35 – The first of Jesus’ great “I Am Sayings,” is perfectly suited for the moment in which it was spoken. 
Jesus declared “I am the Bread of Life,” in the Capernaum synagogue during the people’s Passover 
observance. Don’t miss the significance of this. During the festival in which the people were steeped in 
Scriptures and lessons concerning God’s miraculous deliverance of his people from captivity and the 
provision of bread in the wilderness Jesus declared that he was the bread their souls required.  
Vs. 36 – Jesus contrasts his extravagant offer of salvation to all who will believe to the unwillingness of the 
crowd. Seeing, as it turns out, is not believing. What is more, Jesus is not merely observing their unbelief. 
He is passing judgment. “Their disbelief is highlighted by the contrastive conjunction ‘and yet’ (kai…kai), 
which implicitly offers judgment on the crowd.”1 
Vs. 37 – The faith of believers is within the domain of God’s sovereign rule. The first clause – “All that the 
Father gives to me will come to me” – emphasizes God’s sovereign actions to draw men and women 
irresistibly to himself. Jesus also locates the salvation of the elect within a Trinitarian framework: What the 
Father decrees, the Son accomplishes.  
“…and the one who comes to me I will never cast away” – emphasizes the means God has chosen for the 
elect to take hold of this salvation, namely faith (which is what is meant by “the one who comes to me”). 
There is no contradiction between God’s sovereign election and the willingness to believe. In fact, apart 
from the sovereign work of God to call unbelievers to himself, they would remain in their stubborn unbelief. 
“The Son is not welcoming beyond what the Father is giving, but is matching in detail…a responsiveness 
coordinated with the Father’s.”2 
“Whoever comes to me I will never cast out” – Those whom the Father calls and the Son welcomes will be 
kept eternally within God’s saving grasp. Verses 38-40 explain this divine coordination between the Father 
and the Son.  
Vs. 38 – This is not meant to suggest that there are differing wills between the Persons of the Godhead. 
Jesus’ words about not coming into the world to do his own will simply underscores the reality that within 
God there is only one Divine will. Jesus did not come into the world with his own personal will to accomplish 
but the single eternal will of the Triune God.  
Vs. 39 – “And this is the will of him who sent me…” – Within the redemptive purposes of the Triune God, 
the Father sends the Son. The Son and the Father do not have competing wills.  
“…that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me…” – The Father gives the elect to the Son, none of 
whom he will ever lose (John 10:27-30).  
“…but raise it up on the last day.” – Rather than losing any that the Father gives him, the Son will bring 
them fully through to a future resurrection (John 5:29; I Corinthians 15:50ff). Jesus words indicate that “the 
bread of life” is not entirely symbolic but “connected to an ultimate and final reality. The metaphorical 
language previously used is merely the sign used to depict a true substance, the present and future reality 
centered upon Christ.”3 
Vs. 40 – Here Jesus explicitly identifies the one who sent him as “my Father.” Given the many allusions in 
chapter 6 to the Exodus account, the clause “everyone who looks to the Son,” brings to mind the brazen 
serpent lifted up by Moses for the healing of all those who looked upon it. Believing is linked to seeing in 
that it is the granting of spiritual insight whereby Jesus is “seen” for who he truly is.  

                                                           
1 Edward W. Klink, John, ECNT (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2016) p. 332  
2 Klink, p. 333 
3 Klink, p. 333 



Covenant Presbyterian Church                                                                                                     March 12, 2023 
 

Vv. 41-42 – Hearing Jesus’ words, the religious authorities responded with “grumbling,” which is itself a 
reminder of the Exodus peoples’ grumbling so many generations before. The Hebrews in the wilderness 
grumbled because they desired something other than manna. Now, the religious leaders grumbled because 
they did not want Jesus, the Bread from Heaven.  
Vs. 43 – Jesus rebukes the religious leaders for their grumbling just as Moses had done during the Exodus. 
Vs. 44 – Moses warned the people that God heard their grumbling (Exodus 16:7). Here Jesus’ words 
function as a rebuke in that he tells them precisely who it is they are grumbling against. In this sense, his 
words are a warning. They are grumbling against the Son of God, the Divine Agent of resurrection.  
Of course, in addition to this, Jesus offers some of the clearest affirmation of the doctrines of God’s 
unconditional election and irresistible grace to be found in the New Testament.  
Vs. 45 – Here Jesus separates the doctrine of God’s sovereign predestination from pagan notions of 
impersonal fatalism (which emphasizes ends over means). God decrees both ends and means. In the case 
of election, God acts as both the one who elects and the one who woos or calls his elect to himself: “They 
will all be taught by God.”  
Vs. 46 – Jesus does not want to be misunderstood as suggesting that the Father teaches them in an 
unmediated fashion, that is, face-to-face. The Father moves in the heart through his appointed means.  
Vs. 47 – For the third time in this discourse Jesus employs the formal “truly, truly.” Lest we unwisely begin 
to speculate about the secret things of God’s predestinating grace, he reminds us of the extravagant 
promise of God: “Whoever believes has eternal life.” Belief in Jesus is the way to eternal life and all those 
who believe will never be cast out.  
Vs. 48 – Jesus reiterates his earlier “I am the bread of life,” statement.  
 
1. Jesus fully satisfies what our souls require.  (vs. 35) 

 Matthew 5:6 – “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they will be satisfied.” 

 Psalm 63 
 
2. God’s will for the salvation of his people is unbreakable.  (vv. 37-40, 44)  

 Like links in a chain, Jesus presents the case for God’s unbreakable will in the salvation of his people. 
a) Sovereign Election  
“All that the Father gives me…” (vs. 37a)  
“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.” (vs. 44a)  

 “People do not come to Christ because it seems to them a good idea. It never does seem a good idea 
to natural man. Apart from a divine work in their souls (cf. 16:8) men remain contentedly in their sins. 
Before men can come to Christ it is necessary that the Father give them to Him.”4 
 
b) Effectual Calling  
“…will come to me…” (vs. 37 b)   
“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.” (vs. 44a) 

 “We learn from these words the great mark of God’s elect, whom he has given to Christ. They all come 
to Christ by faith…We learn from these words the irresistible power of God’s electing grace. All who are 
given to Christ shall come to him…If ‘given,’ they will ‘come.’”5 
 
c) Eternal Preservation  
“…and whoever comes to me I will never cast out” (vs. 37c) 
 
d) Resurrection  
“…And I will raise him up on the last day.” (vs.44b) 

 
3. God casts a wide net.  

 Vs. 47 – “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life.” 

 Without exception, every single soul among the “whoever” who believe are made willing by God.  
 

                                                           
4 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971) p. 367 
5 J.C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on John, Vol. 1 (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2012) p. 263  


