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     Several Covenant folks contributed visual art to this project; we are grateful for their 

talent and their willingness to bless us with it! The number in parentheses indicates the age 

when our young authors contributed their artwork. Many thanks to these artists: 

 
Non Est Justus, Jeff Furman, cover and pages 8, 14, 54, 64 

     (The inscription on the hammer in this piece, “Non Est Justus,” is Latin for   

     “No one is righteous.”) 

What Held Him There?, Dorothy Scheel, pages 7, 11, 22, 34, 50, 62, 65 

“LORD” Sign Language, Tracy West, credits and pages 25, 39 
The Good Shepherd, Dorothy Scheel, back cover and pages 20, 47, 69 

Empty Cross, Sarah Morgan, pages 5, 28, 41, 71 
I Will Praise Him Still, Tracy West, pages 30, 36, 40 

Crown of Thorns, Micah Davis (12) pages 46, 59 

Nail-Pierced Hand, Micah Davis (12) page 68 

Rooster, Micah Davis (10) page 56 

He Is Risen Cross, Micah Davis (10) inside back cover 

Weeping Eye, Micah Davis (12) page 67 

Nails, Andrew Wildermuth (10) pages 9, 50, 55 

Sin Cave, Andrew Wildermuth (12) page 21 
Snowcapped Mountain Peak, Lisa Updike page 29 

Baby in a Manger, Clara Peters (5) page 6 

Basin, Towel, and Pitcher, Audrey Davis (10) page 43 

Candle, Noah Miller (10) page 49 
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Three Crosses, Lydia Good (13) 16, 61 

Jesus’ Name, Unknown page 29 
Jesus Loves Me (Stencil), Lydia Good (13) page 49 

Thank You Jesus Letter, Lydia Good (13) page 13 

Pencil, Lydia Good (13) page 35 

Crown of Thorns, Hannah Good (15) page 63 

Cross, Parker Kiracofe (11) pages 53 

Basin and Towel, Lydia Couric (10) page 44 

Money Bag, Peyton Miller page 53 
 

 

 

 Most of the meditations in this devotional were written by the elders of Covenant 

Presbyterian Church. Several of our deacons along with our RUF minister, Joe 

Slater, collaborated with us in this project; we’d like to thank them very much for 

contributing their insight and skill in this way. We also are deeply grateful for the work of 

our children's ministry director, Lisa Updike who distilled down the longer meditations 

into the “Main Ideas Made Simple.” 

 

 

 

 

 

(“LORD” in sign language) 
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 As we look forward to Easter, we are taking these four weeks to intentionally consider 

the work of Christ in His life, death, and resurrection. We chose four weeks because it is 

similar to how much time we take during the Christmas/Advent season. There is nothing 

particularly special about these weeks; it is a good opportunity to get in the habit of 

reading and meditating on Scripture individually and/or as a family.  
 

 This series of Scriptures, songs, meditations, and activities is designed to walk through 

the whole of the Bible as we move toward the cross. Each day is put together to give you a 

template for individual and family devotions. You’ll find that one day has a longer 

Scripture reading, a song, a brief meditation (“Main Ideas Made Simple”), and an activity. 

The next day along with the “Main Ideas Made Simple” and an activity you will find a 

longer meditation written by one of our elders or deacons based on a section of the 

previous day’s passage. I encourage you to use the same song both days in your devotions. 
 

 As you incorporate song into your devotional times with God, remember that God loves 

joyful noise, so don’t be hesitant to raise a worshipful raucous to Him whether or not you 

consider yourself a good singer. Another great tool for worship in song is recorded music. 

Consider downloading or buying some of these songs on CD so they may continue to be 

part of your weeklong worship even after Easter has passed, after all, we celebrate Christ’s 

resurrection every Sunday. 
 

 If you have children who are busy being children while you are having family 

devotions, the “Main Ideas Made Simple” section and the activities are great for them. You 

can also think about reading just one or two verses in the passage or getting them involved 

in the reading (i.e. everyone reads two verses). Then involve the kids in the song. Ask 

them to play instruments, bang on things, or sing a verse as loudly as they can and then 

sing the next verse as softly as they can. These things will help them interact in their own 

way with our Almighty God. 
 

 I am thrilled that we get to include the art of some of our own folks in this series of 

devotions. We believe that God is glorified in His people’s creativity, as it reflects His 

image in us. We are thankful for this opportunity to let God’s people lead us in worship by 

using their creative gifts. They have taken the time and care to create artwork that goes 

with these meditations, please thank them as you see them. 
 

 May God richly bless you as you meditate on His word and Christ’s work on our behalf! 
  

Burress McCombe, Pastor of Worship 
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 Sunday, March 12 
Scripture: Hebrews 2:9-18   

 9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, 

crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of 

God he might taste death for everyone. 
 10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many 

sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For 

he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not 

ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, 

“I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 
13 And again, 

“I will put my trust in him.” 

And again, 

“Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 
 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of 

the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 

death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to 

lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of 

Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he 

might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make 

propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when 

tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Hebrews 2:18 
 Jesus was a person, a person just like 

you and me! Just like you, He was tempted 

to sin, to be naughty, but He didn’t sin. 

Just like you, He was young and grew in 

the knowledge of God! Just like you, He 

grew physically bigger and stronger! 

                   Activity: 
 Look at baby 

pictures of your 

family members. 

Look how you 

have grown! Jesus 

was a baby and 

grew up, too. 
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And can it be that I should gain  
An in’trest in the Savior’s blood? 

Died He for me who caused His pain?  
For me, who Him to death pursued? 

Amazing love!  How can it be  
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

 
Amazing love!   
How can it be  

That Thou, my God,  
Shouldst die for me?  

 
He left His Father’s throne above,  

So free, so infinite His grace; 
Emptied Himself because of love,  

And bled for Adam’s helpless race. 
‘Tis mercy all, immense and free!  
For, O my God it found out me! 

 
Amazing love!   
How can it be  

That Thou, my God,  
Shouldst die for me?  

 
 
 

 
Long my imprisoned Spirit lay  

Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray,  

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free;  
I rose, went forth and followed Thee. 

 
Amazing love!   
How can it be  

That Thou, my God,  
Shouldst die for me?  

 
No condemnation now I dread;  
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him my living Head,  

And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne,  

And claim the crown,  
through Christ my own. 

 
Charles Wesley  

Song:  And Can It Be 
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 Monday, March 13 

Scripture:  Hebrews 2:14-15 
 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of 

the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 

death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to 

lifelong slavery.  

Meditation: 
 We have been taught the truth of the incarnation and often it becomes just another 

accepted reality of the Christian faith. However, we should be amazed by this truth and 

awed at the extent to which God has gone to reveal his love to us. I am struck by the 

humility demonstrated in Christ as he willingly identifies with us by taking on flesh and 

blood. The importance of this is seen in the way he further demonstrates his love by 

willingly going to the cross “that he might render powerless him who had the power of 

death.” This is the heart of the gospel. Christ subjected himself to death so that we “who 

through fear of death were subject to slavery all [our] lives” could be free. 
 “For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of 

Abraham. Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might 

become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 

propitiation for the sins of the people. For since He Himself was tempted in that which He 

has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.” (Hebrews 2:16-18) 
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  In being made like us, and in freeing us from the grips of death, Christ not only 

understands the temptations and sufferings we go through but he also has the power to 

help us overcome them. That’s an important distinction. We not only have one who can 

sympathize with us – a wonderful thing in and of itself – but we also have one who can 

do something about it. Because Christ makes propitiation for our sins, he not only 

understands, he not only has the power to help us through our trials, but he also is the 

means by which we can confidently approach the throne room of heaven. We can bask 

in the glorious riches of our God which are made available to us through Christ. And so 

we can sing:  
 

No condemnation now I dread;  
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!  
Alive in Him my living Head,  

And clothed in righteousness divine,  
Bold I approach the eternal throne,  

And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
  

Tim Frost, Elder  

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Hebrews 2:14-15 
 Jesus was tempted but never ever 

sinned! He is the only person ever to live 

without any sin. 

 Sometimes, you are naughty. What 

happens when you disobey? Do you get 

punished? We all deserve to be punished 

by being separated from God. Do you 

think it is fair for someone to get punished 

if he didn’t do anything wrong? It doesn’t 

seem fair to me, but that is exactly what 

Jesus did. He took the punishment that 

you and I deserve. Thank you, Jesus! 

Activity: 
 Think about the great kindness 

Jesus has shown you by taking your 

punishment. Do something kind for 

someone as a way to honor God.  
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 Tuesday, March 14 
Scripture: Romans 1:18-32 
 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 

heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who by their 

unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For 

what can be known about God is plain to 

them, because God has shown it to them. 
20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his 

eternal power and divine nature, have been 

clearly perceived, ever since the creation of 

the world, in the things that have been 

made. So they are without excuse. 21 For 

although they knew God, they did not 

honor him as God or give thanks to him, 

but they became futile in their thinking, 

and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal 

God for images resembling mortal man and 

birds and animals and creeping things. 
 24 Therefore God gave them up in the 

lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 

dishonoring of their bodies among 

themselves, 25 because they exchanged the 

truth about God for a lie and worshiped 

and served the creature rather than the 

Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 26 For this reason God gave them up 

to dishonorable passions. For their 

women exchanged natural relations 

for those that are contrary to nature; 
27 and the men likewise gave up 

natural relations with women and 

were consumed with passion for one 

another, men committing shameless 

acts with men and receiving in 

themselves the due penalty for their 

error. 
 28 And since they did not see fit to 

acknowledge God, God gave them up 

to a debased mind to do what ought 

not to be done. 29 They were filled 

with all manner of unrighteousness, 

evil, covetousness, malice. They are 

full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 

maliciousness. They are gossips, 
30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 

haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, 

disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, 

faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though 

they know God's righteous decree that 

those who practice such things 

deserve to die, they not only do them 

but give approval to those who 

practice them. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 11 

 
  

 

 
 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Romans 1:18-32 

 God reveals, or shows, himself to 

people in all of creation: the stars, the 

oceans, the forests, and the weather. 

Everyone can look out their window and 

know that there must be a God. But 

people like to think they know better than 

God. They like to do whatever feels good 

to them instead of honoring God in all 

that they do. Sometimes they even think 

that there is no God, and that they are the 

best and smartest in the world. It’s almost 

like they think of themselves as a little god 

ruling over their world. How sad this is. 

They will experience the consequences of 

being so foolish.  
 

Activity: 
 Take a few minutes and examine your 

heart. That means think about the things 

you love, the way you behave, and what 

you like to do. Do you see anything in 

there that is not pleasing to God? Talk 

about that with your family. Pray and ask 

God to help you live in such a way that 

pleases him! But remember, this will not 

make him love you more. His love for you 

is already FULL! This will help you to love 

HIM more and that is great! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Song:  

Come, Oh Redeemer, Come 
 

Father enthroned on high,  
Holy, holy 

Ancient eternal Light,  
Hear our prayer. 

Lord, save us from the dark  
Of our striving 

Faithless and troubled hearts  
Weighed down 

 

Refrain: 
Come, oh Redeemer, come,  

Grant us mercy; 
Come, oh Redeemer, come,  

Grant us peace. 
 

Look now upon our need,  
Lord be with us, 

Heal us and make us free  
From our sin.  

 

Words and Music by Fernando Ortega Metro Music 1996  
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 Wednesday, March 15 
Scripture: Romans 1:18-21 
 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 

heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who by their 

unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For 

what can be known about God is plain to 

them, because God has shown it to them. 
20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his 

eternal power and divine nature, have been 

Meditation: 
 While the redeemed of God need not fear His wrath, this passage nevertheless serves as 

a sobering illustration of how God’s wrath and all manner of evil are indeed upon those 

who refuse to honor and thank Him. Looking at the world around us, it would be easy to 

read this passage and match each of its verses with the ways it describes and applies to the 

unredeemed. While such applications may be accurate, I think followers of Christ should 

more predominantly react in a different way when reading this passage. Specifically, in 

humility, I think it should lead us to the following things for ourselves and our own 

hearts. 

 When I read this passage, I cannot help but recall those dark periods of time when I 

have been less than thankful and honoring in my heart toward God. While God doesn’t 

turn His chosen ones over to His wrath during such times… I can definitely affirm that 

the darkness of sin often controls our hearts when we find ourselves feeling pretty good 

about ourselves apart from God or unthankful or even hostile toward Him and lacking 

perceived need of Him. If you are there today, in repentance I encourage you to call out 

today: “Come, Oh Redeemer, come and replace these evils in my heart with your 

righteous Spirit.” 

 Another response each follower of Christ should have when reading this passage is an 

over-whelming sense of thankfulness that God does not and will never give me over to His 

wrath and the various self-destructive evils profiled here (John 10:27-30). Thank you, oh, 

thank you Jesus for the blessing of security in You! Thank you for all You have done and 

do for me! 

clearly perceived, ever since the creation 

of the world, in the things that have been 

made. So they are without excuse. 21 For 

although they knew God, they did not 

honor him as God or give thanks to him, 

but they became futile in their thinking, 

and their foolish hearts were darkened.  
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Activity: 
 We have much for which to be 

thankful! Let’s get out some paper and 

crayons and make a thank you card for 

Jesus, thanking him for rescuing us from 

our sinful desires and the consequences 

they bring. 

 Older children may decide to write in 

their journals or somewhere in their 

Bible a short thoughtful note of thanks to 

the Lord for his deliverance. 

 Last but certainly not least, this passage is an unmistakable reminder to us that the first 

commandment is first for a reason. God created us to bear His image and to honor Him as 

God, always and in all we do. This earth we live in, He spoke into existence. These minds 

and bodies we have, He knitted together. Our redemption from sin and hope of eternal 

life, He granted us by grace through faith in Jesus. All honor is rightly due to God for 

everything. Literally (Colossians 1:16). So, let us honor Him every day in all things. In 

contrast to His wrath profiled in this passage, in all these ways let us be comforted by the 

forgiveness, peace, security and righteousness God grants to those who honor and thank 

Him. Praise the Lord! 
Jim Smith, Elder 

Main Ideas Made Simple from 

Romans 1:18-21 

 All sin deserves the wrath and curse of 

God! That is very sobering. What does 

sobering mean? It means very, very 

serious. If it were not for Jesus, we should 

be very frightened indeed! Instead we 

may feel comforted and thankful that God 

poured out his wrath (anger) on Jesus as 

he hung on the cross taking the 

punishment for our sin, punishment that 

we deserve. So be thankful little child of 

God! Thank God for sending Jesus to 

rescue you from the consequences of sin! 

Now, honor him in all that you do! 
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 Thursday, March 16 
Scripture: Romans 3:19-28 
 19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so 

that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the 

law comes knowledge of sin. 
 21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although 

the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 

received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 

he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so 

that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from 

works of the law. 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Romans 3:23 

 Jesus is the only person ever who did 

not do even one naughty thing. 

Everybody else has sinned. Sin separates 

us from God.  Remember how Adam and 

Eve hid from God when they disobeyed? 

They could feel that they were separated 

from God. 

 

Activity: 
 Ahead of time, Mommy or Daddy 

should place a treat up high, just out of 

reach of the children. You see, we cannot 

reach God on our own.  Relationship 

with Him is beyond our grasp!  But Jesus 

came to make a way for us to be with 

God. Go get a step stool. Now you can 

reach the special treat!  Just like there 

was no way you could reach that treat on 

your own, there is no way for you to 

have relationship with God on your own.  

Jesus is the only way! 

Song:  In Christ Alone 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found,  
He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,  

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my all in all,  
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

In Christ alone, Who took on flesh,  
Fullness of God in helpless babe! 

This gift of love and righteousness,  
Scorned by the ones He came to save: 

Till on that cross as Jesus died,  
The wrath of God was satisfied— 

For every sin on Him was laid;  
Here in the death of Christ I live. 

 

There in the ground His body lay,  
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day  
Up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands in victory  
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me, 

For I am His and He is mine— 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death,  
This is the power of Christ in me; 
From life’s first cry to final breath,  

Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man,  

Can ever pluck me from His hand.  
Till he returns or calls me home,  

Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand! 
 

Keith Getty & Stuart Townend © 2001 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music 
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 Friday, March 17 
Scripture:  Romans 3:21-24 
 21 But now the righteousness of God has 

been manifested apart from the law, although 

the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 
22 the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is 

no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified 

by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus... 

Meditation:  
 Have you ever heard anyone ask, “How can God be just and loving at the same time?  It 

seems He can be just and give people what they deserve or He can be loving and forgive them 

their sins; but how can He be both?” The answer to that question is in yesterday’s Scripture 

passage from Romans 3. Verse 26 says, “so that He would be just and the justifier of the one 

who has faith in Jesus.” This passage tells us that the answer to the question is “JESUS.” It is 

because God sent Jesus that He can be just (punishing sin) and loving (the justifier who sent 

Jesus to take our punishment). Praise God for His provision of Christ on our behalf! 

 Taken as a whole, Romans 3:19-28 is a beautiful statement of the gospel. In some of the 

portions of Romans, including this one, it is easy for our eyes to gloss over with all the 

theological terms and expressions. However, in this passage we have a glorious statement of 

our salvation. First, we are told we are sinners in need of a Savior. The passage tells us in verse 

23 “there is no distinction; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” As people 

born sinners, we can’t possibly keep God’s holy Law. That is why v. 20 says “by the works of 

the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight.” So all mankind has this problem: we are made 

to glorify God and yet sin causes all of us to fall short of that glory. This is where God steps in. 

He sends His only Son to take the penalty of sin we deserve and give us Jesus’ perfect 

righteousness. Jesus was the only person who kept God’s Law perfectly. He has given this 

perfect record to all who by faith trust in Him for salvation. 

 This passage introduces us to a big word that is easy to skip over – “propitiation.” A 

propitiation is something, or in this case someone, who turns away God’s wrath. As sinners 

who have broken God’s Law and who are in rebellion to Him, we rightly deserve God’s wrath; 

but Jesus took our punishment upon Himself, thus turning God’s wrath away from us and onto 

Himself.  
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Romans 3:21-24 

 When Jesus died on the cross He took 

all our sins on himself. Remember—He 

never did anything wrong—He didn’t 

deserve to die! But He was willing to take 

our punishment. 

 

 The passage also introduces the term “redemption.” To redeem something is to buy it back.  

As “In Christ Alone” says, we were “bought with the precious blood of Christ.” Let us not lose 

sight of the fact that this purchase was made at an incredibly high cost, the sacrifice of God’s 

own Son, Jesus. In v. 24 we are told we are “justified as a gift by His grace through the 

redemption which is in Christ Jesus.” Paul doesn’t want us to lose the fact that we do not earn 

our salvation, but rather, it is a gift given by God to those who don’t deserve it. In our “pull 

ourselves up by our bootstraps – I’ll do it myself” culture, it is hard to believe that we don’t 

have to earn our salvation ourselves, but this is exactly what God is telling us in this passage. 

Isn’t it amazing that God would love us so much as to send Jesus to take our punishment, 

turning away God’s wrath from us, to purchase us for Himself with the blood His Son, and to 

offer this salvation as a free gift to us? 

 Lastly, this passage tells us how this precious gift of salvation can be ours. Verse 22 says 

that this righteousness of God given to us is “through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who 

believe.” Verse 28 says “a man is justified by faith apart from works of the law.” As the 

passage indicates, faith is the opposite of works. “Works” means trusting in ourselves to 

acquire something we deserve. Faith is trusting in someone outside of ourselves for what we 

don’t deserve. This wonderful gift of salvation can be ours, not by working for it, but by 

placing our faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ. The question is, what are you going 

to do with this gift offered to you? It is my prayer that all reading this devotional will 

respond by trusting in Christ for the forgiveness of sin and the righteousness that comes 

through faith. During this Easter season, let us praise God for this wonderful gift of salvation 

provided to us through our precious Savior, Jesus. 

 J.D. Patton, Elder 

Activity: 
 Imagine, you have done something very 

wrong and you are about to get a BIG 

punishment. You know you deserve it. How 

do you feel? Imagine somebody else comes 

up and tells your parents that even though 

he didn’t do anything wrong, he would like 

to take your punishment. How do you feel 

now? 
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 Saturday, March 18 
Scripture: Romans 5:6-21 
 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one 

will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare 

even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall 

we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall 

we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, 

and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world 

before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death 

reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the 

transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 
 15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, 

much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus 

Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. 

For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift 

following many trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one man's trespass, 

death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of 

grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 
 18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 

righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man's 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will 

be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin 

increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might 

reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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 Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Romans 5:6-8 

 Think of a cute little baby. Oh, it’s so 

precious! I want to do everything I can to 

protect it and take care of it. We are like 

little babies. We are helpless! We can’t 

rescue ourselves from sin. Jesus rescued us 

and takes care of us. That’s how much God 

loves us.   

Activity: 
 Pretend to take care of a little baby. 

What can a baby do? Can a baby dress 

itself? What does a baby do if it is hungry? 

Can a baby make itself a sandwich? What 

if a baby gets dirty? Can it clean itself? A 

little baby—that’s what we are like! 

 Song: 

Before the Throne of God Above 
 

Before the throne of God above  
I have a strong and perfect plea, 

A great High Priest whose name is “Love,”  
Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on His hands, 
My name is written on His heart; 

I know that while in Heav’n He stands,  
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 

 

When Satan tempts me to despair,  
And tells me of the guilt within, 
Upward I look and see Him there  
Who made an end to all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died,  
My sinful soul is counted free; 
For God, the Just, is satisfied  

To look on Him and pardon me, 
To look on Him and pardon me. 

 

Behold Him there! The risen Lamb,  
My perfect spotless Righteousness, 

The great unchangeable I AM,  
The King of glory and of grace! 
One with Himself I cannot die,  

My soul is purchased by His blood; 
My life is hid with Christ on high,  

With Christ my Savior and my God, 
With Christ my Savior and my God. 

 
Charitie Lees Bancroft / Vikki Cook, Lyrics Public Domain 

Music ©1997 PDI Worship, All rights reserved.  UBP.;  
CCLI #353794 

 



 

 20 

 Sunday, March 19 
Scripture:  Romans 5:6-9 
 6 For while we were still weak, at the right 

time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one 

will scarcely die for a righteous person—

though perhaps for a good person one would 

dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love 

for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have 

now been justified by his blood, much more 

shall we be saved by him from the wrath of 

God.  

Meditation: 
 Years ago many were captured by the story of the rescue, one by one, of workers 

trapped in a mine in Chile. I tried to imagine what those miners were thinking and what 

their families were feeling while the miners remained trapped far below the earth’s 

surface. Hopelessness and helplessness must have been daily visitors. They could do 

nothing to change their condition. Help had to come from the outside. And as we watched 

that help come and each one be saved, it felt as though we were witnessing the 

miraculous. 

 Apart from Christ, our condition was just as desperate and hopeless. We lay trapped 

under the power and penalty of sin. Each of us—trapped. But God, through the gracious 

sacrifice of His Son and the miraculous power of His resurrection, has brought salvation. 

Jesus, through His death on the cross, is our rescue. As Romans 5 says, “For while we were 

still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly...much more then, having now 

been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him” 

(Romans 5:6, 9). Christ really did make an end to all our sin. Because our sinless Savior 

died, our sinful souls are counted free! 
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Activity: 
 Since God loved us even while we 

were still sinners, let us show love toward 

others! Is there someone you know who 

is not very nice? Is there someone you 

know who doesn’t have many friends? 

Ask Jesus to help you show the same love 

that Jesus shows to you. Maybe send a 

note, or a gift, or even just pray for that 

person who is kind of hard to be around. 

Remember: Jesus loves you; pass it on! 

 Can you imagine the smiles, joy, and jubilation of those miners when they were 

finally brought to the light? How much greater should our joy and jubilation be as we 

look forward to Easter? The Easter seasonpoints us toward and prepares us for the glory 

revealed through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We who once were lost have 

been found. We who once sat in darkness have been brought to the light. We who once 

were trapped in our sin have been set free. We who once were a people far off have been 

made children of God. What a gift of grace! Let’s celebrate that gift this Easter and every 

day hereafter! 

 Joe Slater, Elder  

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Romans 5:8 

 We can’t do one thing to rescue 

ourselves from our sin nature. It is like 

being in a deep, dark cave! We can’t be 

good enough to escape, or nice enough, 

or pray enough, or read the Bible enough 

in order to earn our escape. And yet, 

even while we were stuck in that “sin 

cave,” God loved us and made a plan for 

our escape! 
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 Monday, March 20 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28, 50-58 
 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 

dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his 

own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then 

comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every 

rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 

under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in 

subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain 

that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28 When all things are 

subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in 

subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 
 50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does 

the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all 

sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 

shall be changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal 

body must put on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the 

mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “O death, where is your victory? 

    O death, where is your sting?” 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  
57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory  

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast,  

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,  

knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

1 Corinthians 15:20-28, 50-58 

 You remember the story of Adam and 

Eve. Well, Adam brought sin into the world 

and sin brought death, but Jesus died and 

rose again! All who will believe in Jesus have 

life eternal! So through one man came death 

and through another came life!  

 Of this we can be sure: God will defeat all 

of his enemies including death itself. That is 

why flesh and blood will not inherit the 

Kingdom of God, only those who are 

changed by the Lord shall live forever. Then 

we will understand that “Death is swallowed 

up in victory!” We will know that death has 

lost its sting and cannot hurt us anymore. 

Therefore, little Christian, be true to Jesus 

and live your life for His glory, knowing that 

what you do is not wasted! 

 

Activity: 
 Today’s activity is to have a good family 

discussion. Here are some things to talk 

about. Do you know anyone who has died? 

It is sad. What happened to their body? It 

was flesh, so now it is turning back into 

“dust.” Bodies do not live forever. Yet we 

have a soul that will never die! Someday 

your body will die. What will happen to 

your soul? How do you know? 

O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer 
Greatest treasure of my longing soul 
My God, like You there is no other 
True delight is found in You alone 

Your grace, a well too deep to fathom 
Your love exceeds the heavens’ reach 
Your truth, a fount of perfect wisdom 

My highest good and my unending need 
 

O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer 
Strong defender of my weary heart 

My sword to fight the cruel deceiver 
And my shield against his hateful darts 
My song when enemies surround me 
My hope when tides of sorrow rise 
My joy when trials are abounding 

Your faithfulness, my refuge in the night 
 

O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer 
Gracious Savior of my ruined life 

My guilt and cross laid on Your shoulders 
In my place You suffered bled and died 

You rose, the grave and death are conquered 

You broke my bonds of sin and shame 
You rose, the grave and death are conquered 

You broke my bonds of sin and shame 
 

O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer 
May all my days bring glory to Your Name 
May all my days bring glory to Your Name 

 
Nathan Stiff © 2017 Sovereign Grace Worship CCLI #353794 

Song:  O Lord, My 

Rock and My Redeemer 
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 Tuesday, March 21 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:53-58 
53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put 

on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 

immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “O death, where is your victory? 

    O death, where is your sting?” 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who 

gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meditation: 
 One of the privileges of being a family physician was that I was present at both ends of 

the spectrum of life. I often uttered to myself as I held a newborn in my hands, 

“Welcome, little one, to the Valley of the Shadow of Death.” Though that thought may 

seem out of place, it is true! From the moments of conception and birth, we all have put 

on the “perishable” nature of human life and we all will die at some unknown time (at 

least to us...see Psalm 139:16) in the future as we journey through this valley. 

 In this first section of the Scripture, Paul is foretelling the order of resurrection. In the 

second section he is telling us that just as Christ overcame death to live again eternally, so 

shall our perishable bodies put on the imperishable body Christ won for us through his 

death and resurrection. For the one who trusts in Christ alone, death will not have the 

victory. Christ has secured our immortality and will not let us go! 

 Paul then writes the word “therefore” implying a practical application of our 

confidence in the doctrines of resurrection he has just explained. This application 

instructs and encourages us to be about living a life doing the Lord’s work, all the while 

knowing that nothing we do for Him is in vain. We are to be steadfast and immovable in 

this calling of service knowing that by his grace and strength we will succeed.  
  

Mike Marsh, Elder  
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 Main Ideas Made Simple from   

1 Corinthians 15:53-58 
 Doctor Marsh, one of our elders, has had the privilege of being there, when a baby is 

born, and also being there when someone dies, experiencing both the beginning and the 

end of life. Holding a newborn baby he remembers that God has given this baby a body 

that will one day grow old and “perish.” Perish is another word for “die.” He also 

remembers that God has given the baby a soul that will never die.  

 Paul, an apostle and writer of many books in the Bible, reminds us in 1 Corinthians of 

some of these same important things. How can our soul live forever with Jesus? Well, 

because Jesus overcame death when he rose from the grave! Therefore, Paul tells us, we 

should live our life doing the Lord’s work knowing that God will give us the grace and 

strength to live for His glory! 
 

Activity: 
 Pull out your family pictures. Are there some family members who are young and at 

the beginning of life? Are there some who are old and approaching the end of life? Are 

there some who may already have passed on? Each one of these people was made for the 

glory of God! How do/did they bring him glory?  



 

 26 

 Wednesday, March 22 
Scripture: Mark 9:2-13, 30-32 
 2 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a 

high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes 

became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there 

appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to 

Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for 

Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 And 

a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; 

listen to him.” 8 And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but 

Jesus only. 
 9 And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what 

they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 So they kept the matter to 

themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead might mean. 11 And they asked 

him, “Why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?” 12 And he said to them, “Elijah 

does come first to restore all things. And how is it written of the Son of Man that he 

should suffer many things and be treated with contempt? 13 But I tell you that Elijah has 

come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written of him.” 
  

 30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to 

know, 31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be 

delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three 

days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 
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Song:  I Will Praise Him Still 
 

When the morning falls  
On the farthest hill,  
I will sing His name,  
I will praise Him still. 
When dark trials come  
And my heart is filled  

With the weight of doubt,  
I will praise Him still. 

 
For the Lord, our God,  

He is strong to save  
From the arms of death,  
From the deepest grave, 

And He gave us life  
In His perfect will,  

And by His good grace,  
I will praise Him still. 

 
Fernando Ortega © 1997 Margeedays; CCLI #353794 

 
 
 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Mark 9:2-7 
 Jesus is God! Most of the time when He 

walked on earth, He looked like a regular 

person, because, even though He is God, 

He was also fully a man! God and man AT 

THE SAME TIME! Peter was terrified 

when He saw Jesus revealed in glory. He 

couldn’t understand it. He realized Jesus 

was a pretty special man, but WOW, to see 

Jesus transfigured was breathtaking! Think 

about it. It is pretty amazing!  

 

Activity: 
 Write the name Jesus in your nicest 

writing. Get out the glue and markers, 

glitter and jewels. Decorate the name of 

Jesus with as much beauty and glory as you 

can to remind yourself that Jesus is God! 
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 Thursday, March 23 
Scripture: Mark 9:2-7 
 2 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and 

James and John, and led them up a high mountain by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and 

his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one 

on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to 

them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with 

Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that 

we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
6 For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 And a cloud overshadowed 

them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 

Meditation: 
 The transfiguration was an amazing way Jesus helped three disciples better understand 

His glory, His resurrection, and His Word. One thing that stands out to me about this 

passage is Mark’s difficulty in describing Jesus’ glory. Have you ever been to an awe-

inspiring, God-glorifying scene? As you stand there praising God for this creation, do you 

decide to take a picture? Later, when you are trying to describe the scene to a friend, you 

show the picture as proof and realize that it doesn’t do justice to the amazing scene that 

you remember. It must have been life-changing for Peter, James, and John to see Jesus in 

His glory. No one’s earthly words can describe the radiance of our glorified Savior. Jesus, 

in His glory, is more remarkable than words can describe! 

 The presence of Moses and Elijah in this passage is significant. Jesus is the fulfillment of 

the Old Testament law (Moses) and prophets (Elijah.) The disciples also witnessed that 

there is life after this life, since both Moses and Elijah had lived (and passed) many years 

before. Moses and Elijah were evidence of the resurrection of the body.  

 Notice at the end of verse 6 that this series of events has left the three disciples terrified. 

Then in verse 7 they had the opportunity to hear the voice of God the Father saying “This 

is my beloved Son; listen to him.” Can you imagine how overwhelming this experience 

would be? Tim Keller says “Like a baby learning language, we learn how to communicate 

with God by listening to His words first.” Just like the disciples needed to listen to Jesus, 

we need to listen to the Word. It sounds so easy, but it can be so difficult. 
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  In retrospect, we look at the disciples and wonder how didn’t they get it. In verses 31 

and 32, Jesus flat out tells the disciples that he will be killed and rise after three days - no 

seeing Jesus in His glory, no seeing Moses and Elijah, no hearing the voice of God from 

heaven - rather words from Jesus’ lips (right after they were told to listen to Him).  The 

disciples’ response was that they didn’t understand what Jesus was saying and they were 

too afraid to ask Him. This Easter season, let’s seek to understand God’s Word.  Let’s be 

courageous in approaching the throne of God with our questions and concerns, because 

we know God cares for us (1 Peter 5:7). Let’s look forward to when we will see the 

indescribable Glory of God!  

Anthony Tongen, Elder 

Main Ideas Made Simple from 

 Mark 9:2-7 
 One day Jesus took his friends Peter, 

James and John up on the mountain. There 

he was changed into his heavenly self-

right before their very eyes! There is a 

special Bible word for this: the 

transfiguration. Wow! Jesus was shining in 

radiant, white clothes. And surprise, there 

is more! Moses and Elijah, friends of God 

from the Old Testament, appeared with 

Jesus. All of this pointed to the fact that 

those who have faith in the Savior will live 

forever! Then there was one more surprise; 

God the Father spoke to the amazed 

disciples saying, “This is my beloved Son; 

Listen to him.” Wow again! The disciples 

actually got to hear Jesus but they didn’t 

understand him. We get to hear him, too, 

through his word, the Bible. This Easter 

season, let’s seek to understand God’s 

Word. 

Activity: 
Faux stained glass picture 

Materials: White paper, 

crayons, cooking oil or 

baby oil,  cotton balls or 

wadded up paper towels 

1. Use the crayons to 

draw a picture of the 

mountaintop where 

Jesus, transfigured into his heavenly body, 

met with Moses and Elijah as Peter, James, 

and John looked on. Make your crayon 

lines nice and thick. 

2. When you have finished your picture, 

have a grown-up turn the picture over and 

use the cotton ball, or paper towels to coat 

it with the oil. This will turn the paper sort 

of shiny and translucent. 

3. Hang your picture in a window where 

the sun can shine through. Whenever you 

look at the picture, you can praise God for 

eternal life!  
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 Friday, March 24 
Scripture: Luke 19:28-48 
 28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When 

he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of 

the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find 

a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks 

you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32 So those 

who were sent went away and found it just as he had told them. 33 And as they were 

untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 And they 

said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35 And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks 

on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the 

road. 37 As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the 

whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all 

the mighty works that they had seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 And some of the Pharisees 

in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if 

these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 
 41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “Would that you, 

even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden 

from your eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a 

barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side 44 and tear you 

down to the ground, you and your children within you. And they will not leave one stone 

upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.” 

 45 And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 46 saying to them, 

“It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of 

robbers.” 
47 And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the 

principal men of the people were seeking to destroy him, 48 but they did not find anything 

they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words. 
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All glory, laud, and honor  
to Thee, Redeemer, King,  
The multitudes together  

Their great hosannas sing. 
 

You are the King of Israel  
and David's royal Son,  

now in the Lord's name coming,  
the King and Blessed One.  

 
The people of the Hebrews  

with palms before you went;  
our praise and prayer and anthems  

before you we present.  
 
 
 

 

To you before your passion  
they sang their hymns of praise;  

to you, now high exalted,  
our melody we raise.  

 
The company of angels  

are praising You on high;  
and we with all creation  

in chorus make reply.  
 

All glory, laud, and honor  
to Thee, Redeemer, King,  

The church victorious gathers 
Her great hosannas ring. 

 
Text: Bishop Theodulph of Orleans, France; 820, Translation: John 

Mason Neale, 1854  Melody: Melchior Teschner, Adapted by 
Burress McCombe 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Luke 19: 37-40 
 Jesus deserves our praise! Joyful and loud was the praise of the disciples on the day 

Jesus came into Jerusalem.  Some people wanted the disciples to be quiet, but Jesus knew 

that He was worthy of their loud and exuberant praise! 
 

Activity: 
 Gather some pretty rocks. Wash them, and find a nice bowl or basket for them. Put 

them in a special place where you will see them throughout your day. Let them remind 

you that it is important for YOU to praise Jesus…we don’t want the rocks to steal that 

privilege from us! 

Song:  All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
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 Saturday, March 25 
Scripture: Luke 19:37, 41, 45-46 
 37 As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole 

multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the 

mighty works that they had seen, 
 41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 

 45 And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 46 saying to them, 

“It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of 

robbers.” 

Meditation: 
 What a variety of emotions are captured here in our passage. From the exuberance of 

the Triumphal Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem to Jesus weeping over the city to driving out 

the sellers in the temple, joy and sorrow are wedded so closely together.  

 We often think that God is taken off guard by our emotional swings, that somehow He 

cannot relate to happiness and heartache all at the same time. But here, God in flesh, Jesus, 

lives through the highs and lows. He is not immune to emotion, but rather He navigates 

the emotions of the day for the glory of God. After all, He made our emotions. 

 The joy of the prophecy made in Zechariah 9:9 coming to fulfillment does not negate 

the sadness Jesus expresses over the coming judgement upon Jerusalem. God’s wrath and 

His compassion are not at odds. They are together in perfect harmony in God. We cannot 

pit one against the other. 

 Jesus is the center of the joy and worship of the crowds as He enters into Jerusalem. It is 

right and good for them to be excited. The true king has come to bring redemption. It is 

also right and good for Jesus to weep over the city. Because of Jerusalem’s sin and 

depravity, there will come devastating judgment. As king, Jesus oversees that too. 

 So here Jesus stands in the midst of joy and sadness and what does He do? He goes to the 

temple to make a way for worship. Those who sold things in the temple clogged up the 

outer court, the court of the Gentiles, with their tables. They impeded worship. They 

profited off of worship. In both ways they defiled the temple and hindered the nations 

from coming to worship the One True God. 

 Today as you read this, you may be in a place of great joy or deep sadness. Perhaps today 

you’ve been on an emotional rollercoaster and felt both ways. Whatever the case, Jesus 
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 meets you there. He knows what that is like. He has been there. He has made a way for us 

to worship God. A way that is not skewed by the sinfulness of man, but rather a holy way 

He has made by His death, resurrection and intercession. So come and worship God amidst 

your emotions. We are not called to a state of numbness devoid of feeling. Instead, God 

wired us to feel deeply and worship Him all the more. The Psalms are exceedingly helpful 

in this. They give us words to worship God in joy and sorrow.  

 

Burress McCombe, Elder 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Luke 19:37, 41, 45-46 
 What are emotions? They are feelings 

that we have inside, like happiness, 

sadness, anger, fear. When Jesus was on 

earth he, being fully man, had emotions 

just as we do and of course so did his 

friends. We can experience all kinds of 

emotions for the glory of God, 

remembering that He is in control of all 

things. 

 Jesus was right there in the middle of all 

the joy and worship of the crowds, as he 

came into Jerusalem. Then he weeps in 

sadness because of Jerusalem’s sin. Then he 

drove out the people who were selling 

things in the temple where the Gentiles 

were supposed to have room to worship.  

 That’s a whole lot of emotions one after 

another! Maybe you have had times like 

that. Sometimes we call it an “emotional 

roller coaster” because our emotions go up 

and down so quickly! Guess what? We can 

worship God with our emotions! In our 

sadness, in our joy, in our frustration. While 

emotions do not get to be in control, we can 

experience them, understand them, and give 

God glory through them! 
 

Activity: 
 The Psalms are songs and prayers full of 

emotions written to God. As a family, make 

a short list of some emotions you are feeling 

now, or have felt recently. Then write your 

own song or prayer to God like the men 

who wrote the Psalms did!  

 

   When I wake up, I am happy and 

   thank you Lord, for a new day. 
 

I fall down when I ride my bike; it hurts! I 

am sad. You are still with me.  
 

I love my grandparents. Thank you God. 

Praise you! Grandparents are great! 
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 Sunday, March 26 
Scripture: Matthew 26:1-16 
 1 When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 2 “You know that 

after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be 

crucified.” 
 3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high 

priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth 

and kill him. 5 But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the 

people.” 
 6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came up 

to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as 

he reclined at table. 8 And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why 

this waste? 9 For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” 10 But 

Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a 

beautiful thing to me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always 

have me. 12 In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 
13 Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has 

done will also be told in memory of her.” 
 14 Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
15 and said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty 

pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him. 
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 Song:       

What Wondrous Love Is This 
 

What wondrous love is this,  
O my soul, O my soul!   

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this  
That caused the Lord of bliss  
To bear the dreadful curse  
for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 

When I was sinking down,  
sinking down, sinking down,  

When I was sinking down, sinking down; 
When I was sinking down  

Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown  

for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul! 

 

To God and to the Lamb,  
I will sing, I will sing,  

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing! 
To God and to the Lamb  
Who is the great “I AM”  

While millions join the theme  
I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme I will sing! 
 

And when from death I’m free,  
I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,  

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on! 
And when from death I’m free,  

I’ll sing and joyful be  
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on 

And through eternity, I’ll sing on! 
 

S. Mead / William Walker  

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Matthew 26:6-7 
 Oh, how God loves our worship! The 

Bible tells us it is a sweet fragrance to the 

Lord.  In this passage of Scripture a 

woman poured expensive perfume on 

Jesus as her extravagant act of worship. 

Sometimes we are a little embarrassed to 

worship God in ways that are 

extravagant. We don’t want to sing too 

loudly, or raise our hands, or kneel. It 

might be a little embarrassing, people 

might look at us.  But let’s think about 

this woman.  When she worshiped, the 

fragrance filled the house! 

 

Activity: 
 Ask your parents to help you smell 

something good. Maybe they could light 

a scented candle, or spray perfume, or air 

freshener. Imagine the sweet smell of 

our worship blessing the Lord! 



 

 38 

 



 

 39 

 



 

 40 

 

Scripture: Matthew 26:6-13 
 6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came up 

to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as 

he reclined at table. 8 And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why 

this waste? 9 For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” 10 But 

Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a 

beautiful thing to me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always 

have me. 12 In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 
13 Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has 

done will also be told in memory of her.” 

Monday, March 27 

Meditation: 
 In the world’s version of being welcoming and inclusive, declaring truth is unpopular. 

Making a public statement that something is right – which means that something, or 

someone else, is wrong – is quickly followed by admonishment. The world says it is better 

to accept everyone’s version of the truth than to choose and stand behind one. But Jesus 

requires you to make a choice. In the words of C.S. Lewis, “I am trying here to prevent 

anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: ‘I'm ready to 

accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept his claim to be God.’  That is the 

one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus 

said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with 

the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must 

make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or 

something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a 

demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any 

patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to 

us.” (Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis) 

 We will all choose. In Matthew 26, we see four different choices. The Pharisees, 

comfortable in their position and having defined their own way to salvation, choose to try 

to silence Jesus. They won’t openly oppose him, but they want him swept out of sight. 

More than that, they want him dead; they acknowledge his power and he threatens the 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from Matthew 26:6-13 
 Everyone who hears about Jesus must make a choice. In Matthew 26, we see four 

different choices. The Pharisees choose to try to silence Jesus. They do not believe! The 

disciples know Jesus is special, but they don’t fully understand yet. Because they don’t 

fully understand, they choose to criticize the woman’s actions. Of course, we know that 

Judas completely rejects Jesus and betrays him for 30 pieces of silver. But the woman is the 

one who chooses rightly. She worships Jesus! She doesn’t care what others think!  

world they have built. They want to shut him up for a fool.  

 The indignant disciples know Jesus is special, but still don’t grasp the gospel. They 

cling to him like the “great moral teacher” Lewis describes. They seek a kingdom on earth, 

not yet choosing to believe they are following the King of Heaven. At times, they are so 

caught up in this that they would even prevent a woman from worshiping Jesus.  

 Judas rejects Jesus outright. He knows Jesus, knows who he is, and knows what he 

offers. But Judas, tempted by Satan, trades Him for 30 pieces of silver. Unlike the 

Pharisees, he makes an active choice and chooses his sin over salvation.  

 The woman chooses rightly. Through the Holy Spirit’s leading, she worships Jesus as 

the Son of God. She does not bow to the admonishment of others; she does not worry 

about offending the sensibilities of those around her. She worships her King, despite the 

protests of the world. 

 As you marvel at the wondrous love that caused our Lord to bear the dreadful curse, do 

not treat His sacrifice passively. Do not be embarrassed to praise Him or worried about 

offending others by declaring his glory. Do not reject Him. “To God and to the Lamb I will 

sing… and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on.”  

 Justin Hormel, Elder  

Activity 
Talk about these things:  

 Are you ever embarrassed to be a worshiper 

of Jesus?  

 What gave the woman the courage to 

worship Jesus in such an extravagant way 

even when the others tried to discourage her? 

Pray as a family that the Holy Spirit will help 

you to worship the Lord, no matter the cost. 
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 Tuesday, March 28 
Scripture: John 13:1-20 
 1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of 

Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose 

from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 
5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them 

with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 

“Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 

understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never 

wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus 

said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is 

completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to 

betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
 12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, 

he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and 

Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 

feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that 

you also should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not 

greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you 

know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 18 I am not speaking of all of you; I 

know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has 

lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it 

does take place you may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives 

the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.” 
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 Song: 
There is a Fountain Filled with Blood 

 

There is a fountain filled with blood  
Drawn from Immanuel's veins, 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains: 
Lose all their guilty stains,  
Lose all their guilty stains; 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains. 

 

The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day, 

And there may I, though vile as he,  
Wash all my sins away: 
Wash all my sins away,  
Wash all my sins away; 

And there may I, though vile as he,  
Wash all my sins away. 

 

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood  
Shall never lose its pow'r, 

Till all the ransomed Church of God  
Be saved to sin no more: 
Be saved to sin no more,  
Be saved to sin no more; 

Till all the ransomed Church of God  
Be saved to sin no more. 

E'er since by faith I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 

Redeeming love has been my theme  
And shall be till I die: 
And shall be till I die,  
And shall be till I die; 

Redeeming love has been my theme  
And shall be till I die. 

 

When this poor lisping, stamm'ring tongue  
Lies silent in the grave, 

Then in a nobler, sweeter song  
I'll sing Thy pow'r to save: 
I'll sing Thy pow'r to save,  
I'll sing Thy pow'r to save; 

Then in a nobler, sweeter song  
I'll sing Thy pow'r to save.  

 

Text: William Cowper, Music: Traditional American melody 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 John 13:5-7 
 Remember, sin makes us dirty and 

separates us from God, but Jesus washes us 

clean. Jesus washed His disciples feet with 

water just like you use water to wash your 

hands clean when they are messy. The 

water helps us remember all that Jesus has 

done for us by washing us so that we can 

come into the presence of God!   

 

Activity: 
 Serve one another by washing each 

other’s feet tonight. As you do this, give 

thanks that Jesus has washed us clean. 
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 Wednesday, March 29 
Scripture: John 13:1-4  
 1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, 

when Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart out of this world to the Father, having 

loved his own who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when 

the devil had already put it into the heart of 

Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into his hands, and that he had come 

from God and was going back to God, 4 rose 

from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, 

and taking a towel, tied it around his waist.  

 Meditation:  
 Consider with me what we find in this passage of Scripture. While Jesus was aware of 

his betrayal in the near future, it did not distract him from his purpose. It did not identify 

him. Verse three tells us Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into his hands, 

and that he had come from God and was going back to God. Knowing that truth, he 

continued to deal lovingly with people all the way to the end of his life. 

He “rose from supper,” “laid aside his outer garments,” and washed his disciples feet. 

He did this as an example for us (John 13:15). This example is helpful for us on several 

levels. Surely it includes what Jesus did—washing feet. But it also includes having his 

mindset—undistractedly knowing and following God’s will. We need this entire example, 

we must know who we are in Christ!  

Biblically knowing who we are in Christ is freeing, empowering, and encouraging. As 

odd as it may seem, there is freedom in knowing our sin. Where the Bible identifies sin, 

we need to learn God’s truth about it and how it affects our lives. This brings freedom 

from our independent, confident opinions of ourselves—freedom from the untrustworthy 

distractions that arise from a twisted heart and clouded mind. There is freedom, 

empowerment, and encouragement in knowing our sin. When we see sin as God sees sin, 

it is in that place where God proclaims forgiveness to us, the truth of who we are in 

Christ. 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  John 13:1-4 
 Jesus knew God’s plan. He knew that he had come from God and was going back to 

God. In other words, Jesus knew that he was God. That knowing made all the difference 

when it came to loving and serving the disciples. Jesus washes the disciples’ feet as an 

example for us. He shows us what it means to love and serve in his actions, but he also 

shows us what it means to know God’s will.  

 We know God’s will from his Word, the Bible. The Bible shows us our sin, but the 

Bible also shows us God’s forgiveness. Do you know who you are? You are fully loved by 

God in Christ Jesus. Because we know that, we can love and serve like Jesus. 
 

Activity: 
 Jesus has shown us His love, and therefore we can share His love with others. As a 

family, make a list of ways you can show God’s love to those around you. Which one will 

you do first? 

Where the Bible speaks to the promises and realities of being in Christ, we need to 

learn and know God’s truth about who we are. Is there sin in each of us? Yes, but is there 

sin that Christ’s precious blood cannot wash away? No! Do we fall short of the mark? Yes, 

however, we do not rest in our works, but on Christ’s perfect life imputed (transferred) to 

us. Are there consequences in this world? Yes, but this world is passing away and a new 

world is coming. This is truth we can embrace with the same certainty and joy with which 

God himself, who proclaims it to be, embraces it! Do not shrink away from the truth – 

even if it is difficult truth, for “you will know the truth and the truth will set you 

free” (John 8:32). 

Because we are in Christ, we too know that all things are in the Father’s hands. We too 

know that we are going to the Father and have been given a great inheritance secured by 

Christ. We also know that soon the fallen nature of this world will become but a memory; 

we will soon be like him, for we shall see him just as he is. We know that he has gone to 

prepare a place for us and there we shall be with him forever! Knowing all this, knowing  

his love for us even to the end; may we love and serve like Jesus. 

 Mark Bentz, Deacon 
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 Thursday, March 30 
Scripture: John 13:21-38 
 21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I 

say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of 

whom he spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus' 

side, 24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So that 

disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is 

he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So when he had 

dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 Then after he had taken 

the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do 

quickly.” 28 Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29 Some thought that, 

because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” 

or that he should give something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he 

immediately went out. And it was night. 
 31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 

glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and 

glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, 

and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot 

come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 

loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I 

am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, 

“Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, 

“Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow 

till you have denied me three times. 
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Song: Hallelujah, What a Savior 
 

Man of Sorrows! What a name  
For the Son of God who came 

Ruined sinners to reclaim:  
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 
Bearing shame and scoffing rude,  
In my place condemned He stood, 
Sealed my pardon with His blood:  

Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
 

Guilty, vile, and helpless, we;  
Spotless Lamb of God was He; 

Full atonement! Can it be?   
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 
Lifted up was He to die,  

“It is finished!” was His cry: 
Now in heav'n exalted high:  
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 
When He comes, our glorious King,  

All His ransomed home to bring, 
Then anew this song we'll sing,  

Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
 

Philip P. Bliss 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 John 13:34-35 
 Jesus loves us, and, oh, how He longs for 

us to love one another, too! He wants His 

love to shine out from us to each other so 

that the whole world will see it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Activity: 
 Sing “Jesus Loves Me” and “This Little 

Light of Mine.” Ask your parents to help 

you light a candle tonight to remind 

yourself that the world will see the light of 

Jesus through the love you share with each 

other.  
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 Friday, March 31 
Scripture: John 13:21 
 21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I 

say to you, one of you will betray me.” 

Meditation: Fully God and Fully Human 
 Earlier in John 13, the scene is set. Jesus is celebrating the Passover feast with his 

disciples. During supper, Jesus demonstrates his character and mission to love and serve by 

washing his disciple’s feet (foreshadowing his intent to make us totally clean from our sin). 

This incredibly self-less act of love towards his disciples was done even as Jesus, being 

fully God, knew he was about to die a horrible and agonizing death. He was unswerving in 

his commitment to fulfill his mission because he knew he had come from God and was 

going back to God. 

 We pick up the text in vs 21 as the Passover supper was winding down and the hour of 

his death drew closer. The text tells us that “Jesus was troubled in his spirit.” In Greek, 

“troubled” means to be stirred up or unsettled. In Hebrew, it means to be in distress, 

sorrow, grief or deeply sighing. The text continues as he makes an announcement that 

confused his disciples: “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” That was a 

startling statement in and of itself, but, wait a minute! The Son of God was troubled? Oh, 

yes! Here we get a taste of Jesus’s humanity; his emotional life. He was not only fully God 

but also fully human. And this emotion he experienced was not just an exception but a 

consistent reality throughout Scripture.   

 Jesus was described by the prophet Isaiah as a man of sorrows and acquainted with 

grief (Isaiah 53:3). Consider the following accounts: Jesus weeping with Mary and Martha, 

sisters of his dead friend, Lazarus (John 11:35); Jesus, in the Garden of Gethsemane 

sweating what was like drops of blood in anguish as he anticipated his horrible and painful 

death (Luke 22:44). Being fully human, he experienced emotions like being “troubled,” 

however, unlike us, he fully engaged those emotions but without sin (Heb. 4:15). In other 

words, Jesus not only knew and experienced physical pain, hunger, thirst, and weariness, 

but also demonstrated perfect mental and emotional health in grief, sorrow and troubling 
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 times. He also showed this in his prayer of anguish before going to the cross: “Father, if 

you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will but yours, be 

done” (Luke 22:42). Jesus was fully human in his anguish while simultaneously being fully 

God as he did God’s perfect will.   

 Then, Jesus, the Son of God, completes the grand finale of his earthly mission by rising 

from the dead. Once and for all demonstrating that he is fully God! The truth and reality 

of the resurrection of Jesus, fully God and fully human, is what we celebrate at Easter! 

     Greg Becker, Elder  

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 John 13:21 
 Jesus shows that He is fully God in this 

way: He knows all things, He never stops 

loving us, and He always does the 

Father’s will. He also shows his power by 

rising from the dead! Who, but God can 

overcome death? Now, here is something 

amazing. Even though Jesus is completely 

God, when He came to earth, He was also 

completely man at the same time! Wow! 

He was born, just like us. He grew up to 

become a grown-up, just like us. He felt 

happy, sad, lonely, excited, every 

emotion, just like us. But there is one big 

difference. Do you know what that 

difference is? Right! He never, ever 

sinned. 

Activity: 
 Take some time to listen and talk with 

your family and friends about your 

feelings. Write each of the feelings from 

this box, on a piece of paper, put them in a 

cup, and take turns drawing them out! Each 

person shares about a time they felt that 

way. Ask each other questions to help you 

really understand the feelings being shared. 

After you all share stories about your 

feelings, pray together, thanking the Lord 

that you are not alone with these feelings. 

SADNESS    

SHAME      

EXCITEMENT  

EMBARRASSMENT 

ANGER  

PEACE 

CONFIDENCE  

CHEERFULNESS 

DISCOURAGEMENT 

LONELINESS 

COMFORT 

FEAR 

JOY  

FEELINGS 
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 Saturday, April 1 
Scripture: Matthew 26:36-56 
 36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, 

“Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of 

Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very 

sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And going a little farther he 

fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; 

nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the disciples and found them 

sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and 

pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot 

pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, 

for their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third 

time, saying the same words again. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, 

“Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed 

into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 47 While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great 

crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now 

the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 
49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50 Jesus 

said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus 

and seized him. 51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand 

and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then 

Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will 

perish by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once 

send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then should the Scriptures be 

fulfilled, that it must be so?” 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out 

as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple 

teaching, and you did not seize me. 56 But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the 

prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled. 
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 Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Matthew 26:47-50 
 It was time; time for Jesus to begin His 

trip to the cross. Judas, one of the twelve 

disciples—the close friends of Jesus—

showed the enemies of Jesus which one was 

Jesus by giving Him a kiss. Even though 

Judas was handing Jesus to His enemies, 

Jesus still calls Judas “friend.”  The truth is, 

we are enemies of God, too. Our sin has 

made us an enemy of God! Yet, Jesus calls 

us “friend” and makes a way for us to have 

friendship with the One True God!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity: 
 List some of your friends and also list one 

or two people whom you really don’t like. 

Maybe they are mean to you, or just kind of 

annoying. Even though you know you 

shouldn’t, maybe you sometimes even think 

of these people as enemies. Remember, just 

like you, they are made in the image of 

God. Take time as a family right now, and 

ask the Lord to help you treat these people 

as friends. Ask the Lord to help you show 

them kindness, and to forgive them. Jesus 

called Judas friend; He calls you friend; He 

can help YOU call these kids friend, too! 

Song: My Sins, My Sins, My Savior 
 

My sins, my sins, my Savior! 
They take such hold on me, 

I am not able to look up, 
Save, only Christ to Thee; 
In Thee is all forgiveness, 
In Thee abundant grace, 

My shadow and my sunshine 
The brightness of Thy face. 

 

My sins, my sins, my Savior! 
How sad on Thee they fall; 

Seen through Thy gentle patience, 
I tenfold  feel them all; 

I know they are forgiven, 
But still, their pain to me 

Is all the grief and anguish 
They laid, my Lord, on Thee. 

 

My sins, my sins, my Savior! 
Their guilt I never knew 

Until Thy desert tempting 
Displayed Thy passion new; 
Till in the garden pleading 

Thou spoke Thy suff’ring pray’r. 
Thou poured out sweat drops bloody 

My guilt and sin to bear. 
 

Therefore my songs, my Savior, 
E’en in this time of woe, 

Shall tell of all Thy goodness 
To suff’ring man below; 

Thy goodness and Thy favor,  
Whose presence from above 

Rejoice these hearts, my Savior, 
That live in Thee and love.  

 

Words  by John S. B. Monsell. Passion Chorale. 
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Scripture: Matthew 26:36-39 
 36 Then Jesus went with them to a place 

called Gethsemane, and he said to his 

disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there 

and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and 

the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be 

sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to 

them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to 

death; remain here, and watch with me.” 
39 And going a little farther he fell on his 

face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be 

possible, let this cup pass from me; 

nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”  

Meditation: 
 In this passage we find Jesus and the disciples adjourning from the Passover meal and on 

their way to the Mount of Olives, also known as the garden of Gethsemane. Stepping into 

the garden Jesus came face to face with the reality of which had been predicted for so long. 

Betrayal, desertion, arrest, false accusations, abuse...the cross.  Jesus, who had always 

obeyed the will of God, would once again have his obedience tested, and it would cost him 

the highest of prices. As the hour drew near Jesus chose only his closest friends Peter, 

James, and John to walk with him and support him. Jesus openly shared his troubled heart 

with them saying, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death.” His agony and humility were 

expressed in his posture as he fell down with his face to the ground and prayed, “My 

Father.” 

 The sleepy disciples may have wondered what could possibly be troubling the divine 

Son of God to solicit such a visceral response. They had yet to comprehend fully the “cup” 

that Jesus would drink. What was this cup that Jesus wanted desperately to avoid? Was it 

death or the pain and humiliation of the cross? Yes, but it was much more. The cup 

designated for Jesus was the one mentioned by the prophet Isaiah. Jesus was to drink from 

the hand of the LORD, the cup of God’s wrath (Isaiah 57:17). With this in mind the gravity 

of this situation and the enormity of the tension Jesus faced can be better understood. “If it 

be possible, let this cup pass from me.” This cup being God’s righteous indignation, divine 

Sunday, April 2 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Matthew 26:47-50 
 This is amazing! Jesus knew it was going 

to be terrible to die on the cross. He knew 

it would be terrible to have our sin on 

Himself. He knew that the Father would 

have to turn away. Oh, He knew what was 

about to happen was going to be awful! He 

even asked if there might be another way 

to do this thing, another way to pay for our 

sin. But no, the cross, the suffering, the 

separation form His Father was the only 

way to bring us close, and the only way to 

remove our sin. Because of His love for us, 

He was willing. 

justice, and wrath toward all the sins of the elect throughout history. Considering the 

possibility of bearing the immense weight of sin and the terror of God’s fury was enough 

to cause Jesus to request an alternative, three times. Nevertheless, Jesus said, “Not as I 

will,” three times. These are words of submission spoken with sober resolve. 

 During this Easter season it is right for us to be reminded of the appropriate wrath God 

has toward sin. God is both loving and just, therefore, the sins of his people must be 

atoned for if there is to be  any hope of salvation. Such a great atonement would come at 

a great cost and it was the reality of this exchange that Jesus agonized over in the garden 

of Gethsemane. The perfect sacrifice of the Lamb of God satiated divine justice and 

redeemed us from the curse of sin (Galatians 3:13). For you, brothers and sisters, Jesus 

declared, “Not as I will,” then turned to head towards the cross. It is because of Jesus’ 

perfect obedience we can sing with joy, “Therefore my songs, my Savior, E’en in this time 
of woe, Shall tell of all Thy goodness, To suff’ring man below; Thy goodness and Thy 
favor, Whose presence from above, Rejoice these hearts, my Savior, That live in Thee and 
love.”   

John Kidd, Elder 

Activity: 
 Ask your parents, then get some nails 

and a scrap of wood. Hammer the nails in 

(if you want to be fancy, you could even 

make a design). Jesus was nailed to the 

cross.  But it wasn’t the nails that kept Him 

on the cross. He could have done a miracle 

and come down from the cross! His love 

for the Father and for us kept Him on the 

cross. 
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 cover his face and to strike him, saying to 

him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received 

him with blows. 
 66 And as Peter was below in the 

courtyard, one of the servant girls of the 

high priest came, 67 and seeing Peter 

warming himself, she looked at him and 

said, “You also were with the Nazarene, 

Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I 

neither know nor understand what you 

mean.” And he went out into the gateway 

and the rooster crowed. 69 And the servant 

girl saw him and began again to say to the 

bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 
70 But again he denied it. And after a little 

while the bystanders again said to Peter, 

“Certainly you are one of them, for you 

are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to invoke a 

curse on himself and to swear, “I do not 

know this man of whom you speak.” 
72 And immediately the rooster crowed a 

second time. And Peter remembered how 

Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster 

crows twice, you will deny me three 

times.” And he broke down and wept. 

Scripture: Mark 14:53-72 

  53 And they led Jesus to the high priest. 

And all the chief priests and the elders and 

the scribes came together. 54 And Peter had 

followed him at a distance, right into the 

courtyard of the high priest. And he was 

sitting with the guards and warming 

himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests 

and the whole council were seeking 

testimony against Jesus to put him to death, 

but they found none. 56 For many bore false 

witness against him, but their testimony did 

not agree. 57 And some stood up and bore 

false witness against him, saying, 58 “We 

heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple 

that is made with hands, and in three days I 

will build another, not made with hands.’” 
59 Yet even about this their testimony did 

not agree. 60 And the high priest stood up in 

the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no 

answer to make? What is it that these men 

testify against you?” 61 But he remained 

silent and made no answer. Again the high 

priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the 

Son of the Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am, 

and you will see the Son of Man seated at 

the right hand of Power, and coming with 

the clouds of heaven.” 63 And the high priest 

tore his garments and said, “What further 

witnesses do we need? 64 You have heard his 

blasphemy. What is your decision?” And 

they all condemned him as deserving death. 
65 And some began to spit on him and to 

Monday, April 3 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  Mark 14:66-72 
 We may think “How could Peter lie about being a friend of Jesus? Wasn’t Peter one of 

Jesus’s best friends?” Dear one, don’t you see? Whenever we disobey, or act ugly, or are 

selfish, we, too, deny Jesus. We act as if we don’t even know Him!  

 

Activity: 
 Draw a rooster, or find a picture of a rooster that you can cut out. Hang it up to remind 

you that it is very easy to deny Jesus and act as if you don’t know Him. When you see the 

rooster picture, ask the Holy Spirit to help you walk in His ways!  

 

God be merciful to me.   
On Thy grace I rest my plea; 

Plenteous in compassion Thou,  
Blot out my transgressions now; 
Wash me, make me pure within,  

Cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin. 
 

My transgressions I confess,  
Grief and guilt my soul oppress; 
I have sinned against Thy grace  
And provoked Thee to Thy face; 

I confess Thy judgment just,  
Speechless, I Thy mercy trust. 

 

I am evil, born in sin;  
Thou desirest truth within. 
Thou alone my Savior art,  

Teach Thy wisdom to my heart; 
Make me pure, Thy grace bestow,  
Wash me whiter than the snow. 

 

 

 

Broken, humbled to the dust  
By Thy wrath and judgment just, 

Let my contrite heart rejoice  
And in gladness hear Thy voice; 
From my sins O hide Thy face,  

Blot them out in boundless grace. 
 

Gracious God, my heart renew,  
Make my spirit right and true 
Cast me not away from Thee,  
Let Thy Spirit dwell in me; 
Thy salvation’s joy impart,  

Steadfast make my willing heart. 
 

Sinners then shall learn from me,  
And return O God to Thee 
Savior all my guilt remove,  

And my tongue shall sing Thy love 
Touch my silent lips O Lord,  

And my mouth shall praise accord. 
 

Richard Redhead / Chris Miner ©2001 Chris Miner Music 

Song:  God Be Merciful to Me 
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Meditation: 
 Have any other two simple words changed the course of the world as much as the words “I 

am”? Christ is not using this phrase in the same way that His Father uses it in Exodus 3:14 or 

that He Himself uses in John 8:58, but He is saying the same thing. The high priest asks Him if 

He is the Christ and Jesus responds, “Positively, I am!”  

 Peter, although he denies Christ soon after these verses, is part of another great use of the 

words “I am.” In Matthew 16:15 Jesus asks “But who do you say that I am?” This is perhaps 

one of the greatest questions of all human history. Peter confesses Him to be the Christ. But, 

reader, who do YOU say Jesus is? Do you confess Him as Lord and Savior? If so, does He rule 

over every aspect of your life, the good and the bad? Do you believe that He has taken your 

sins to the cross upon His shoulders or do you continue to carry guilt and shame over your 

sins? Christian, believe that He has died for ALL of your sins. Stop allowing the lies of Satan to 

pull you away from Jesus and prevent you from confessing Him as the one true Christ. Believe 

that His death and resurrection has the power to release you of those sins that you think will 

always burden you. 

 Perhaps you read this question of Jesus’ and respond like those in the court before Him. Do 

you give a false testimony by giving examples in which Jesus did not fulfill His promises to 

you? Do you twist His words to fit into your agenda? Do you respond with rage against the 

truth? We’ve all hated God’s truth and have walked in darkness. I plead with you to open your 

heart to the words of Christ. He speaks no lies and is calling you out of the pit of darkness. 

Scripture: Mark 14:57-65 
  57 And some stood up and bore false witness against him, saying, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I 

will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, 

not made with hands.’” 59 Yet even about this their testimony did not agree. 60 And the high 

priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that 

these men testify against you?” 61 But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the 

high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am, 

and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the 

clouds of heaven.” 63 And the high priest tore his garments and said, “What further 

witnesses do we need? 64 You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they 

all condemned him as deserving death. 65 And some began to spit on him and to cover his 

face and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received him with 

blows. 

Tuesday, April 4 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Mark 14:61b-62 
 The high priest was angry when Jesus 

proclaimed himself to be the Son of God. 

The high priest did not believe. The Holy 

Spirit helps us to believe. We know who 

Jesus is because of the work of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Look upon the cross and see a man full of love and truth.  He died there, specifically for you. 

 If Christ’s words are true, do we live as though they are? He says in verse 62 that we will 

see Him sitting at the right hand of power and that He will come again with the clouds of 

heaven. Are we anticipating this return of Christ with all of our hearts? It has been so long, to 

us anyway, since He said He would return. It is sometimes hard to hold onto His words of 

truth and continue to have faith. He promises to return to call all of His own to Himself and 

we must have hope in this. He will come again to begin all things new. If it is in our lifetime it 

will be awesome to see, but if it is not, we must continue to do the work He has set out before 

us. He has chosen us to be His instruments of truth, love, mercy and grace to a world that is in 

desperate need of all four. We need to work in advancing His kingdom here among our co-

workers, neighbors, country and world. God has put us into specific places that only we can 

be used to glorify Him. Work and serve Him, not so He will accept any part of our works as 

restitution, but so that we can glorify Him in our weakness and in His grace poured upon us. 

Let us truly worship Him for who He is and what He has done for us until His return.                        
 

 John Wickenheiser, Deacon 

Activity: 
 Think and talk about this very important 

question: “Who is Jesus?” Ask your parents 

to tell you about how they came to know 

that Jesus is the Son of God. 
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Scripture: Matthew 27:11-31 
  11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King 

of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests 

and elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many 

things they testify against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, 

so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one 

prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 
17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for 

you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew that it was out of envy that 

they had delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife 

sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much 

because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 

crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of 

the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to 

them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be 

crucified!” 23 And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 

“Let him be crucified!” 
 24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, 

he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man's 

blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our 

children!” 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him 

to be crucified. 
 27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and 

they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet 

robe on him, 29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a 

reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 And 

when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him 

and led him away to crucify him. 

Wednesday, April 5 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Matthew 27:27-31 
 The soldiers beat and cursed the King of 

all kings. They made fun of Jesus. In 

return, Jesus could have lashed out at them 

in anger, yet he humbly stood there and 

quietly received all the hurtful mocking or 

teasing – for you, for me.  
 

Activity: 
 Dress up like members of royalty. Jesus 

has made you part of His royal family 

through His suffering. 

Song: 
How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

 

How deep the Father’s love for us,  
How vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son,  
To make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss,  
The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the chosen One,  
Bring many sons to glory 

 
Behold the man upon a cross,  
My sin upon His shoulders; 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice  
Call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there  
Until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life— 
I know that it is finished. 

 
I will not boast in anything,  

No gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,  

His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from His reward?   

I cannot give an answer, 
But this I know with all my heart,  
His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 
Stuart Townend © 1995  

Kingsway’s Thankyou Music/ASCAP ARR, UBP 
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Meditation:  
 Matthew records the horrible inequity of Jesus’ trial (27:11-31). An influential vocal 

minority had convinced the masses that Jesus needed to die. He was a threat to their 

system of religion. With Jesus alive, the chief priests and the elders of Israel could no 

longer exalt themselves as great leaders and teachers. Additionally, the governing 

representative, installed by God to exercise justice, wants nothing but to please his 

constituents and avoid any outrage. He does not care for justice. He wants to keep his job. 

In response, he decides to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. The 

crowd chooses the notoriously guilty Barabbas. A simple hand washing will do for Pilate’s 

wickedness as he passively condemns the only truly innocent man. Thus, he delivers Jesus 

over to be crucified. 

 Matthew wants us to know Jesus is Israel’s true King, the son of David (1:1). In 

dramatic irony, this king will not receive the approval but the rejection of his own people 

(21:42). Just as it was foretold, instead of mocking those who hate him, he opens not his 

mouth. He is not exalted but is cut off from the land of the living (Isaiah 53:7-8), and upon 

his head God places the sign of this judgment. Instead of a beautiful crown of glory, he 

receives a thorny crown of desolation. Hundreds of soldiers surround Jesus and dress him 

in a foolish costume. And like a game piece for their entertainment, the Lord of Hosts 

receives a sinner’s welcome. 

Scripture: Matthew 27:27-31 
  27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and 

they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet 

robe on him, 29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a 

reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 And 

when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on 

him and led him away to crucify him. 

Thursday, April 6 
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  The humiliation of the Messiah ought to shock us. The sin committed against Jesus is 

outrageous. Of all injustices committed in our world, none can compare to this. Let us 

appreciate that Jesus never exacted retribution in the moment but instead, he entrusted 

his life to God the Father. Why? Jesus knew the events of his life were not his own. They 

belonged to his loving Father. He had to endure all injustices to the point of death, so that 

those condemned already would receive the right to eternal life. For us who believe on 

the Lord Jesus as our true King and Savior, we have been set free. Therefore, in our age of 

mockery, let us respond with blessing. In our age of demanding, let us respond with 

gratitude to our Heavenly Father for given his Son, our perfect substitute.  

 

Aaron Roberts, Pastor 

Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Matthew 27:31 
 The soldiers made fun of Jesus. They 

thought it was crazy for a man to proclaim 

himself a king! They dressed him up in a 

costume to look like a silly king. Jesus 

remained humble and did not demand that 

they stop. He did this for us so that we can 

be a people who can trust God when 

others are unkind and mean toward us.   

Activity: 
 Make a coat of arms for your royal 

family. Put symbols on it that show you are 

a son or daughter of the King! In the olden 

days, a coat of arms declared to all who saw 

it what family you belonged to. We belong 

to the family of God. A coat of arms is also a 

shield. Jesus is our Shield and Protector. 
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Scripture: Mark 15:22-47 
  22 And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 
23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified 

him and divided his garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each 

should take. 25 And it was the third hour when they crucified him. 26 And the inscription of 

the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two 

robbers, one on his right and one on his left. 29 And those who passed by derided him, 

wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in 

three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 So also the chief priests with 

the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 
32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and 

believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 
 33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the 

ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 And some of 

the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And someone ran and filled a 

sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 

whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed 

his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 And when 

the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, 

“Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

 40 There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary 

Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 When he 

was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other 

women who came up with him to Jerusalem. 

 42 And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before 

the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also 

himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the 

body of Jesus. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already died. And 

summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. 45 And when he 

learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. 46 And Joseph 

bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him 

in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of 

the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. 

Good Friday, April 7 
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 Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Mark 15:46 
 Imagine the pain and sorrow of taking 

the lifeless body of Jesus, your beloved 

friend, and gently wrapping it for burial.  

Killed! Your friend, killed! Gone. Sadness. 

Grief. Loss. Many of His friends had heard 

Him say that He would come back from 

the dead, but it looked too impossible. His 

body was wrapped, and laid in a tomb. 

How could they hope any longer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Activity: 
 Pick a nice sheet and gently wrap a 

willing family member in it (if no one feels 

comfortable, pick a favorite stuffed animal 

or doll). Imagine how sad you would feel 

as you cover the face of the one you love, 

thinking you will never see that sweet face 

again. 

Song:  O, to See the Dawn  
 

O, to see the dawn of the darkest day; 
Christ on the road to Calvary.  

Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then 
Nailed to a cross of wood.   

 

Refrain: 

This the pow’r of the cross:  
Christ became sin for us. 

Took the blame, bore the wrath; 
We stand forgiven at the cross. 

 

O, to see the pain written on Your face, 
Bearing the awesome weight of sin. 
Ev’ry bitter thought, ev’ry evil deed 
Crowning Your bloodstained brow. 

 

Now the daylight flees;  
Now the ground beneath 

Quakes as it’s Maker bows His head. 
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life— 

“Finished!” the victory cry. 
 

O, to see my name written in the wounds,  
For through Your suff’ring I am free. 

Death is crushed to death,  
Life is mine to live, 

Won through Your selfless love! 
 

Last Refrain: 

This the pow’r of the cross:  
Son of God—slain for us. 
What a love, what a cost!  

We stand forgiven at the cross. 
 

Words & music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend  
©2005 Thankyou Music  
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Meditation: 
 Every year around Easter Becky and I celebrate another year of marriage! Another way 

to think of Easter is the anniversary of our groom, Christ, giving his life to purchase for 

himself his bride, the Church.  More specifically, He died to make you and me his bride. 

 I love verse 38,  “and the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom” 

because of what it signifies. It is now possible for us to come into God’s presence. Not only 

that, we can have a personal and intimate relationship with our groom, Christ. God has 

given us marriage as a picture of the relationship He desires to have with us. Obviously, 

marriage between a husband and wife is intimate. He desires the same with us. At Christ’s 

death, all of this was made possible. Until then, the veil in the temple separated the Holy 

of Holies from the rest of the temple where men dwelt. The Holy of Holies was the 

earthly dwelling place of God’s presence.  No one was permitted beyond the veil except 

the high priest, once a year, to enter into God’s presence for all of Israel and make 

atonement for their sins.  

 When we think of a veil, we think of thin white mesh that a bride wears. The temple 

veil was anything but that! The temple veil is thought to have been four inches thick and 

sixty feet tall! It represented the barrier our sin had created, making us unfit to enter God’s 

presence.  When Christ’s flesh was being torn for us on the cross, He was also tearing the 

temple veil so that we now have free access to the Father. As you read the rest of the text, 

you see in detail the high price our groom paid to purchase us, his bride. May we rejoice 

in this season, our anniversary with our groom, Christ. 

Gary Shickel, Elder 

Saturday, April 8 
Scripture: Mark 15:37-39 
  37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and 

breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the 

temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 
39 And when the centurion, who stood 

facing him, saw that in this way he breathed 

his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son 

of God!” 
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Main Ideas Made Simple from  

 Mark 15:37-39 
 In the temple there was a thick veil 

that separated the Holy of Holies (where 

God made His presence known) from the 

rest of the temple. Only the High Priest 

could go into the Holy of Holies. When 

Jesus died on the cross, He removed sin 

from those who would trust in Him. 

Remember—sin separates us from God. 

God tore the veil in the temple to show us 

that now we could come into His 

presence! Jesus took our sin upon 

Himself! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity: 
 Get some fabric scraps and tear them 

from top to bottom. Rrrrrip! No more veil 

to separate the Holy of Holies! Rrrrrrip! “I 

am no longer separated from God!” 
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Scripture: Matthew 28:1-10, 18-20 
 1 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the 

Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was 

like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and 

became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 

seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place 

where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, 

he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed 

quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met 

them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then 

Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will 

see me.”  

 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

Meditation:  
 The late Charles Colson, former chief of staff for President Nixon and founder of Prison 

Fellowship, became a Christian while serving time in federal prison. Of the historical reliability of 

the witness testimony to Jesus’ resurrection he wrote:  

“I know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate proved it to me. How? Because 12 men 
testified that they had seen Jesus raised from the dead, then they proclaimed that truth for 
40 years, never once denying it. Every one was beaten, tortured, stoned and put in prison. 
They would not have endured that if it weren’t true. Watergate embroiled 12 of the most 
powerful men in the world – and they couldn’t keep a lie for three weeks. You’re telling me 
12 apostles could keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely impossible.” 

 The Apostle John’s record of the events surrounding Jesus’ resurrection is more spare than those 

of Matthew and Luke. He moves almost immediately from the witness of the two Marys (it’s 

inconceivable that a fictional account of the time would have made women the first witnesses) to 

the Ascension and the Great Commission. There, on the mount after having spent 40 days 

appearing to hundreds, probably thousands of witnesses, Jesus spoke his final words to his disciples 

before returning to the right hand of Majesty.  

  It would be hard to exaggerate the change that had taken place in the disciples in the hours 

between Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. At the scene of the crucifixion the disciples fled and 

hid from Roman and religious authorities. They proved that they never had believed Jesus’ promise 

Easter Sunday, April 9 



 

 71 

 that he would rise following his execution. Such a possibility went beyond their experience and the 

limits of their faith. The only thing that could have changed these frightened, newly minted 

unbelievers into the Apostles who went to their graves preaching Christ was to see him with their 

own eyes, to hear his voice, and to once again recline in his presence. 

 The resurrection of Jesus changed everything. A merely esoteric experience of a “spiritually” but 

not actually risen Christ would not have done it. What was needed to restore the disciple’s faith 

and send them out into the world as bold witnesses of Jesus and his gospel was a truly empty tomb; 

a truly living Christ. And that is what they received. And it is what each of us have received in the 

glad news of Easter. Indeed, on the first day of every week we are reminded of what happened on 

that greatest of all Sundays when death was defeated by the Lord of Life.  

Todd Pruitt, Elder  

Main Ideas Made Simple from  Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20 
 Charles Colson is a man who had to go to prison for some bad things he did. He and some other 

men told lies to try and stay out of trouble. But those men could not keep their stories straight and 

soon everyone could tell they were lying. Oh, no! Off to prison they all went! They were caught. 

 Something wonderful happened to Mr. Colson when he was in prison. He became a Christian! 

How? Well, he realized that the story about Jesus coming back to life after dying on the cross had 

to be true!  

 When Jesus was arrested and crucified, his best friends, the disciples, ran and hid in fear. During 

those dark days, they thought the things Jesus had taught them must not be true. How could Jesus 

be the Son of God? He was dead. But the resurrection of Jesus changed everything! They could see 

the tomb was empty, and they saw their friend alive! They walked with Jesus, touched Jesus, talked 

with Jesus, and even ate with Jesus. They would never run away in fear again. They knew the 

truth. Jesus, the Son of God died for sinners and rose again, defeating the curse of sin! 

 We receive the glad news of Easter. On the first day of every week we remember what 

happened on that greatest of all Sundays when death was defeated by the Lord of Life! Jesus is alive! 

Activity: 
     Celebrate! Sing, paint, dance, color, shout, 

draw, jump, eat, smile, laugh, pick flowers, run, 

hug someone! CELEBRATE! When someone says 

to you, “He is risen!” answer this way, “He is 

risen indeed!” 

 

Song: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
 

(see next page) 
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Worship Facility: 546 W. Mosby Road, Harrisonburg, 22801 
Church Office: 32 Southgate Court, Harrisonburg, 22801 

(540) 433-3051; www.cov-pres.org 


