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Part 21 – Receive and Believe 
 

John 5:31-47    
In Jesus’ discourse, John sets it up so we can imagine a courtroom 
scene. Jesus is the one presenting evidence and the Jews are a jury that 
is already predisposed against Him. Over the course of our passage 
Jesus goes from laying before them witnesses to presenting the 
accusations for their rejection of the truth.  
 

Main idea: Receive and believe the witness that Jesus is truly God. 

 
Witness. vv. 31-39 – Jesus doesn’t appeal to Himself as a witness because they already did not believe 
Him, but He also doesn’t appeal to Himself alone so that the truth about Him would be established 
according to Old Testament verification: a fact must be established by two or three witnesses. In this 
case, Jesus brings four witnesses. 

 “Witness” or “testimony” which share the same Greek root word appear 11 times in verses 31-39.  
God v. 32 – Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, is referring to the Father, the first person of the 
Trinity. 
John the Baptist vv. 33-35 – John the Baptist bore witness to the Christ (John 1:29-36). Jesus could 
appeal to all sorts of witnesses, but He begins with an appeal to another man – someone they know.  

  “that you may be saved.” He’s putting these witnesses before them so that they might believe (John 
20:31). 

 Though they seem to have rejoiced in John the Baptist’s witness for a while, they ultimately rejected his 
message. In their fickleness, we may see a bit of our own hearts. William Perkins says it like this: 

“We have itching ears, whereby we will readily and willingly receive wholesome doctrine for a time, 
but soon after desire new doctrine again, like unto the Jews, who for “a while delighted in the light of 
John’s ministry,” and to the old Israelites, who liked manna at the first, but after a while were weary of 
it, and complained that their soul dried away, whereupon they lusted after the fleshpots of Egypt 
again. So we at the first did willingly receive the gospel of Christ, but now many wax weary with it” 
(William Perkins, A Godly and Learned Exposition of Christ’s Sermon on the Mount). 

Jesus’ works v. 36 – Jesus’ works bear witness that He was sent from God and that He is God. The 
works bear witness to the Word. This is always the way it is with miracles in the Bible. They lend 
credence to or bear witness to the Word (John 3:2).  

 The works that bear witness to Jesus’ divinity: turning water into wine, healing the official’s son and 
healing the paralytic (at the beginning of this chapter) 

 These aren’t simply miracles or displays of cunning or power. These signs specifically reveal who Jesus 
is. We must not make the mistake of simply being dazzled by the miraculous. Jesus came with a 
purpose. His works give testimony to His message. They prove that He is God and therefore they 
validate His message of salvation. In the Bible, miracles are never on their own and never simply for the 
amazement and enjoyment of others. Miracles always lend credence to the Word of God spoken. 

The Father vv. 37-38 – This is a serious charge and a scathing indictment of the Jews there. They would 
have been appalled and angered at Jesus that He would say that they of all people didn’t have the Word 
abiding in them. But the proof is in the pudding. They didn’t have the Word abiding in them so they 
missed the very Word made flesh right in front of them. 
The Scriptures v. 39 – Jesus continues His prosecution and begins to bring the accusations against the 
Jews. As He does so, we see Him getting very pointed in the way He speaks to them. This is not the nice, 
soft, easy-going Jesus that our culture likes to put forward. This is the true God-man bringing judgment. 
He’s is calling out their high-minded snootiness - their belief that they were the very best at knowing the 
Scriptures, their pride of place because they could lord their knowledge over others. But their pride is 
unfounded because their doctrine is poor. They expect the Scriptures to give them eternal life, but the 
Scriptures only bear witness about the One who brings eternal life. That One was literally right in front of 
them and refused to come to Him. 
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 Our Lord stood before people who didn’t believe and had to defend His claims. So we too should 
“always [be] prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15). 

 The Jews viewed the Scriptures in a superstitious way. They believed that through the Scriptures and 
religious man-centered adherence to the Scriptures they could achieve eternal life. 

 Christ-centered preaching (Luke 24:44-47) 
 
Receive. vv. 40-43 
Those who refuse v. 40 - The Christ-denying Jews refuse to receive the witness given by John the 
Baptist, by Jesus’ works, by the Father and by the Scriptures. In so doing, they refuse the eternal life, the 
new birth that Jesus speaks to Nicodemus about in John 3. You see the hardness of the Jews’ hearts 
here. “He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him” (John 1:11). 
Jesus’ reception v. 41 – Jesus’ testimony, His witness, is not dependent on people. He is not Jesus Christ 
Superstar. Because Jesus is fully God, He is self-existent. He is the “I Am.” He doesn’t require our 
receiving of Him for His existence and “self-worth.” He is fully complete in and of Himself. 

 The word “receive” appears five times in this passage. It is clear that a witness was sent from God, but 
that it was not received by the Jews. 

Love v. 42 – Love is characteristic of those who receive Jesus because God is love. He defines love and 
we do not truly love apart from Him. 

 “Lack of love always has a blinding effect. It was not lack of evidence but lack of love which cause 
these men to reject the Christ” (William Hendriksen, The Gospel of John New Testament Commentary, 
page 211). 

 “The Jews had worked out their pattern of religion and tried to fit God into it. They did not seek first the 
way of God and then try to model their religious practices on it. They succumbed to the perennial 
temptation of religious men” (Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, page 332). 

In the Father’s name v. 43 – “They prefer to receive those who like themselves come in their own name 
and in search of their own glory” (Thomas G. Weinandy, Jesus Becoming Jesus, page 209). 

 Their misconception of God makes them hardened to who God actually is. Their preconceived notions 
of the Messiah cause them to miss the actual Messiah who stands before them. They refuse to come to 
Jesus because they have refused to engage with the Scriptures as they are, rather they insert their own 
ideas. Isn’t that the case with us as well? We miss the goodness of God because we are so sure that 
He must act in ways that fit our preconceived notions of Him.  

 
Believe. vv. 44-47 
Belief and glory v. 44 – Self-glorification versus God-glorification: this is the crux of how belief is lived out. 
Will we live for our own glory or will we live for God’s glory? 
Conviction of sin v. 45 – To these Jews, Jesus says that He will not accuse them. He will not convict them 
of their sin of unbelief because the one who they claim has the authority in their lives convicts them 
already. 

 They didn’t set their hopes on the One Moses pointed to. Instead they sent their hopes on Moses. They 
missed the message because they were so busy making much of the messenger. Their sin of unbelief 
is called out by Moses’ own teaching. 

 If you put your faith in a man, even a man as great as Moses, you will be let down. As the Heidelberg 
Catechism question 1 says, “What is your only comfort in life and death? That I am not my own, but 
belong with body and soul, both in life and in death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.” 

Belief in Jesus vv. 46-47 – The Samaritan woman at the well recognized from Moses’ teaching that there 
would be a prophet who would come. She rightly identified Jesus as that prophet. She knew what the 
Jews before Jesus here in chapter five didn’t know. She knew that Moses pointed to Jesus. 

 Jesus is the hermeneutical key for understanding Scripture, the Word. He is essential in how we make 
sense of Scripture. The Word made flesh is the key to understanding the written Word. 

 If you don’t understand the Word of God, then you don’t have Jesus working in your heart. The Bible is 
rich and sweet to us because of our faith. It is death for those who do not believe. 

 “The law of Moses could not save sinners and give them eternal life; it could only expose their 
sinfulness” (R.V.G. Tasker, The Gospel According to St. John, page 90). 

 Believe the gospel. 


