
COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                                                                                         FEBRUARY 5, 2023 

Small Group Sermon Study Guide 
 

 
Part 20 | Like Father, Like Son 

 

Songs of Praise 

 

Open your time reading aloud or singing this song. 

Use this time for singing other songs as you prefer. 

Contact us if you would like copies of our church 

songbooks for your group. 

 

O the Deep Deep Love of Jesus 

 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 

Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free, 

rolling as a mighty ocean 

in its fullness over me. 

Underneath me, all around me, 

is the current of thy love; 

leading onward, leading homeward, 

to thy glorious rest above. 

 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 

Spread his praise from shore to shore; 

how he loveth, ever loveth, 

changeth never, nevermore; 

how he watches o'er his loved ones, 

died to call them all his own; 

how for them he intercedeth, 

watcheth o'er them from the throne. 

 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 

Love of ev'ry love the best: 

'tis an ocean vast of blessing, 

'tis a haven sweet of rest. 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 

'Tis a heav'n of heav'ns to me; 

and it lifts me up to glory, 

for it lifts me up to thee. 

 

S. Trevor Francis, b.1835 

 

Introductions 
 

Share individual introductions and have each 

person answer an icebreaker question. 
 

Church News 

 

Share weekly church announcements to stay 

connected to the greater body of the church. See 

online and church-wide emails for information. 

 

Study 

 

These guides utilize the Sunday sermon notes, 

please click this link to access them.  

 

Have someone open your time in prayer. 

 

Ask someone to read aloud John 5:18-30. 

 

Earlier, Jesus proclaimed his equality with God 

(v17, 18). We must keep this in mind as we read 

this section lest we interpret Jesus words to suggest 

any hierarchy within the Trinity. There is no lesser 

or greater authority among the Persons of the 

Godhead. The Father, Son and Spirit are equal in 

deity, power, authority, and glory. It is just as Jesus 

says with respect to the Father in 5:30, “I can do 

nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my 

judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but 

the will of him who sent me.”  

 

 

 

 

https://www.cov-pres.org/sunday-materials/#sunday-materials
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Q: Considering Sunday’s sermon, why is it 

important that the Father and the Son share the 

same will?  

 

We learned Sunday that Jesus is so uniquely related 

to the Father that everything God has done in 

history, and everything that God is in himself, is 

wholly inclusive of Jesus. In other words, to accept 

Jesus is to accept God. To reject Jesus is to reject 

God.   

 

Q: What is your reaction to this?  

 

Have someone read aloud 5:25-29.  

 

Q: What is this section all about?  

 

Q: Are Christians saved by works or by grace? How 

should we understand the judgment of Christians? 

 

Read aloud this quote from J.C. Ryle from his 

Expository Thoughts on John, Vol 1: 

 

[This] passage is one of those that ought to 

sink down very deeply into our hearts, and 

never be forgotten. All is not over when men 

die. Whether they like it or not, they will 

have to come forth from their graves and 

stand at Christ’s bar. None can escape his 

summons. When his voice calls them before 

him, all must obey. When men rise again, 

they will not all rise in the same condition. 

There will be two classes – two parties – two 

bodies. Not all will go to heaven. Not all will 

be saved. Some will rise again to inherit 

eternal life, but some will rise again only to 

be condemned. These are terrible things! 

But the words of Christ are plain and 

unmistakable…Let us make sure that we 

hear Christ’s quickening voice now, and are 

numbered among his true disciples…Then, 

when his voice shakes heaven and earth, and 

is calling the dead from their graves, we shall 

feel confidence, and not be ‘ashamed before 

him at His coming’ (1 John 2:28). 

when his voice shakes heaven and earth, and 

is calling the dead from their graves, we shall 

feel confidence, and not be ‘ashamed before 

him at his coming’ (1 John 2:28). 

 

Q: What is your response to these thoughts from J.C. 

Ryle?  

 

Q: Why does it matter that there is a Final Judgment?  

 

Q: Why is the gospel of Christ so vital as we consider 

a future judgment? How have you found this helpful 

in your own life? 

 

Q: Are there any other questions or comments? 

   

Prayer 
 

Share prayer requests and pray for one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES 

 


