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Part 20 – Like Father, Like Son 
 

John 5:18-30    
The healing of the lame man and the controversy over the Sabbath raised 
the question of Jesus’ identity. Specifically, Jesus’ own words raised the 
issue of His relationship with the Father. The religious authorities did not 
recognize nor would they accept that this man Jesus was related to God 
in a unique way. They had not understood their own Scriptures so they did 

not recognize Jesus as the Divine Messiah. So Jesus pauses in order to instruct the religious authorities 
and correct their confusion. This is the first substantial monologue from Jesus recorded by John and one 
of the richest insights from our Lord into his identity. We should not be surprised, therefore, that deep 
reflection and careful speech are called for in seeking to understand the words of our Lord.  
 
Some passages of Scripture, including many of the sayings of Jesus, are intended to have direct application 
to particular areas of our daily lives. For instance, there are Scriptures which teach children to be obedient 
to parents and others which teach husbands and wives how to love each other. Other passages deal with 
matters of personal holiness. Still others teach us how to love our neighbors. We find in Scripture wisdom 
for a comprehensive range of issues from worship to work to relationships. But there are also many 
passages of Scripture, the application of which may best be understood as “Behold your God!” And in 
response to such words we may either turn away, as did the religious authorities, or bow before our Lord 
in faith and worship. This is one such passage.  
 
1. The Father and the Son share the same will.  
Vs. 18 – Prior to dealing with verses 19 and 30 it is important to remember that Jesus has just proclaimed 
his equality with God. We keep this in mind lest we interpret Jesus words in the verses below to suggest 
any hierarchy within the Trinity. There is no lesser or greater authority among the Persons of Godhead but 
Father, Son, and Spirit are equal in deity, power, authority, and glory.  
Vs. 19 – “Truly, truly” is a solemn way that Jesus sets forth particular statements. This is not a suggestion 
of any hierarchy within the Trinity. Rather, the Father acts as the divine initiator within the Godhead. 
Nevertheless the Son and Father do not act independently of one another for there is one will among the 
Persons. The Son sees and works in indivisible union with the Father. As Weinandy observes:  

“There exists between Jesus, the Father’s Son, and the Father, the Son’s Father, an immediate 
contemporaneous awareness of one another such that what the Father presently does as Father 
the Son presently does as Son. As the incarnate Son, Jesus possesses a human filial knowledge 
of his Father such that he humanly enacts what his Father is doing. This unity of action is so 
close that to behold the works of the Son is to behold the works of the Father, for the Father 
himself is working through, with, and in the human actions of his Son…The Father and the Son 
‘see’ and ‘act’ as one within the economy of salvation because they eternally exist as one and 
the same God.”1 

Vs. 30 – Here Jesus speaks according to his human nature by which he humbly identifies with us. As 
pertains to this eternal divine nature, the Son does not have a will separate from and therefore in need of 
conformity to the Father’s will. In his incarnation, however, he took to himself a human will. So Jesus, our 
sympathizing High Priest, knows what it means to bring his will under subjection to the will of the Father. 
 
2. The Father and Son share the same love.    
Vs. 20a – “For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing.” – The earthly ministry 
of Jesus is rooted in the love that the Father has for the Son. “Loves” (philei) suggests “a continual, habitual 
love.”2 In chapter three we learn that God is motivated by love in all his actions in the world (vs. 16). This 
same divine love is now described as being at the heart of the Trinitarian relations. “Shows,” here is not the 
sort of showing required by one without sufficient knowledge. Rather, this is the kind of “showing” which 
indicates “that entire confidence and co-operation which there is between the Father and the Son, as to all 
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the works which the Son should do when he came into the world to fill the office of Mediator and to save 
sinners.”3 
 
3. The Father and the Son share the same power.    
Vs. 20b-c – “And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel.” – The “greater works” 
are a reference specifically to giving life and judging the world. Such power will leave all humanity in wonder. 
Vs. 21 – “For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life…” – The Son 
gives life just as the Father does. We should also note that the Scriptures also attribute to the Spirit the 
power to give life. In this way, the Persons do not act independently of one another but always in perfect 
union. Theologians call this “Inseparable Operations.” Jesus will demonstrate his power to give life to the 
dead when he raises Lazarus (chapter 11). The Father is the Author of all life, “and so his only begotten 
Son, through whom the Father created all, equally gives life (John 1:3-4).”4 

 “To raise the dead means to bring dead bodies to life; to ‘give life’ [in John] means to grant knowledge of 
God so that one may participate, forever, in God’s own life (17:3). Not all the dead who are raised finally 
receive eternal life (5:29). Eternal life properly belongs to the time following the resurrection, but it is 
experienced in the present as fellowship with the life-giving God (17:3). Jesus possesses the power to 
give eternal life (5:24-25) and to call the dead out of their tombs (vs. 28).”5 

 
4. The Father and the Son share the same honor.    
Vs. 22 – “For the Father judges no one…” – The Son is the direct Agent of judgment. Again, we must not 
forget the perfect union of work and will and purpose within the Godhead. Nevertheless, just as, for 
example, the Holy Spirit is the direct Agent of regeneration, so the Son acts directly as Judge. 
Vs. 23 – The Father has given judgment to the Son that the world might give the Son equal honor. The 
unbelieving Jews of Jesus’ day thought that they honored God. But by rejecting Jesus as the Son as God, 
they were actually refusing to honor God. 

 Jesus does not simply declare himself to be God. Rather, he goes into detail about his relationship to the 
Father such that no other conclusion can be reached. Jesus’ approach is so helpful precisely because of 
how he provides insight into the Trinitarian nature of God. What Jesus explains is that he is so uniquely 
related to the Father that everything God has done in history and everything that God is in Himself is 
wholly inclusive of Jesus. So, to accept Jesus is to accept God. To reject Jesus is to reject God.   

 “Language is intended specifically to express the things of man. It fails greatly when used to express 
things about God. In the expressions ‘sees the Father doing,’ – ‘loves the Son,’ – ‘shows him all things,’ 
– ‘will he show him,’ – we must carefully bear this in mind. We must remember that they are expressions 
accommodated to our weak capacities. They are intended to explain the relation between two divine 
Persons, who are one in essence, though two Persons – one in mind and will, though two in manifestation 
– equal in all things as touching the Godhead, though the Son is [subject] to the Father as touching his 
humanity…We are not reading of an earthly father and son, but of God the Father and God the Son, who 
though one in essence as God, are at the same time two distinct Persons.”6 

 “No sooner do I conceive of the One than I am illumined by the splendor of the Three; no sooner do I 
distinguish them than I am carried back to the One. When I think of anyone of the Three I think of Him as 
the whole, and my eyes are filled, and the greater part of what I am thinking escapes me. I cannot grasp 
the greatness of that One so as to attribute a greater greatness to the rest. When I contemplate the Three 
together, I see but one torch, and cannot divide or measure out the undivided light.”  - Gregory of 
Nazianzus (329-390), Orations 40.41. 

 
5. The Father and Son share the same purpose.     
Vs. 24 – Once again Jesus employs “Truly, truly.” Here he repeats what is perhaps the central theme of 
John’s Gospel – Believe and have eternal life. Jesus possesses full title to the blessings of eternal life. And 
he bestows those blessings upon any and all who believe in Him. The believer will not face God’s judgment 
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but rather has passed already from death to life. This is the present condition of the one who believes in 
the Son.  
Vs. 25 – His, “an hour is coming and is now here” follows the pattern of the “already, not yet,” passage of 
redemptive history. The implication is that both eternal life and judgment are experienced to a certain 
degree in this present life.  
Vv. 26-27 – The Son, being the Son, proceeds from the Father. The life the Son gives and the judgment 
he executes are not derived from a source outside himself since he and the Father are of the same Essence. 
Vs. 28 – “Do not marvel at this…” – In other words, Jesus is saying that they ought not be surprised that 
he is talking about eternal life and the judgment to come. Their own Scriptures set the stage for these 
eternal realities.  
Vs. 29 – If we are not careful we will read Jesus’ words and come to the wrong conclusion. After all, doesn’t 
the world say that after death the good people are rewarded and the bad people are punished? But this is 
not the testimony of Scripture which teaches that even the best people are unworthy sinners with no hope 
apart from the worthiness of Jesus. So what is Jesus teaching us here? First of all it must be recognized 
that Jesus is not describing people here so much as he is describing deeds. In the Bible God is routinely 
portrayed as judging the deeds of his human creatures. “This does not mean that salvation is on the basis 
of good works, for this very Gospel makes it plain over and over again that men enter eternal life when they 
believe on Jesus Christ. But the lives they live form the test of the faith they profess…Salvation is by grace 
and it is received through faith. Judgment is based on men’s works,”7 for it is their works which reveal their 
faith.  

 The claims Jesus makes about himself in this passage is what earned him the hatred of the religious 
authorities ultimately bringing about this crucifixion. “And it is only because his relationship to the Father 
is what He said it was, only because He is what He claimed to be that He is able to bring the new birth 
and the water of life that were the subjects of the preceding discourses.”8 

 “The passage is one of those that ought to sink down very deeply into our hearts, and never be forgotten. 
All is not over when men die. Whether they like it or not, they will have to come forth from their graves 
and stand at Christ’s bar. None can escape his summons. When his voice calls them before him, all must 
obey. When men rise again, they will not all rise in the same condition. There will be two classes – two 
parties – two bodies. Not all will go to heaven. Not all will be saved. Some will rise again to inherit eternal 
life, but some will rise again only to be condemned. These are terrible things! But the words of Christ are 
plain and unmistakable…Let us make sure that we hear Christ’s quickening voice now, and are numbered 
among his true disciples…Then, when his voice shakes heaven and earth, and is calling the dead from 
their graves, we shall feel confidence, and not be ‘ashamed before him at His coming’ (1 John 2:28).”9 
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