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Part 17 – The Second Sign 
 
John 4:43-54     
The action moves from Samaria back to Cana of Galilee where Jesus 
performed his first miracle, the turning of water into wine. The section 
beginning with the wedding feast has shown us what is to take place now 
that the Christ has arrived: real purification in the true temple (ch. 2), true 
birth (ch. 3), and true worship (ch. 4).1 In the present passage, John 

records the second of Jesus’ “signs,” in the first half of the Gospel account. With the healing of the royal 
official’s son, Jesus indicates the goal of redemption, the passage from death to new life.  
 
The honor-less prophet returns home   
Vv. 43-44 –  After a two day stay among the new converts in Samaria, Jesus continues his journey back to 
Galilee. Jesus’ use of homeland is almost certainly a reference to the land of the Jews and not merely 
Galilee. This of course is a contrast to the honor he has just been shown in Samaria. There will be instances 
where Jesus is treated with “honor” among his own people. But this will largely be dependent upon his 
working of miracles. “It was dependent on the wonder arising from their sight of the signs, not on a 
realization that Jesus was indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world. Their very acceptance of him was in 
its own way a rejection.”2  
Vs. 45 – The welcome of the Galileans suggests that their hospitality was motivated by self-interest. 
Typically, when there is genuine acceptance John uses a different term (Labein) than that which he uses 
here, translated “welcome” (Edexanto).  
Vs. 46 – John reminds us of Jesus first sign of turning water into wine (2:1-11). The man introduced here 
is almost certainly serving as an official for Herod Antipas the “king” of Judah who served at the pleasure 
of Rome. The official’s son is sick and so he seeks out The Royal Official.  
 
The Royal Official’s dying son   
Vs. 47 – The royal official had heard about the miracle at the wedding feast in Cana which is why he sent 
for Jesus. Jesus’ first miracle was well attested and still being discussed by the people of the region. He is 
not seeking to worship Jesus. Rather, in desperation he seeks out Jesus in a bid to heal his dying son.  
 
“Your son lives”  
Vs. 48 – Jesus’ words may seem harsh at first. But he is not singling out this royal official. He uses a plural 
“you” to address the whole crowd of onlookers. Jesus will perennially be followed by those who sought only 
signs and not the Savior. The word “signs” is important in John by identifying Jesus’ miracles as means 
which pointed to him. The implication here, however, is that many will see the signs but have no interest in 
what they actually are meant to teach. They have no interest in Christ as Lord and Savior.  
Vs. 49 – Knowing Jesus’ reputation as one who works miracles, the official makes a direct appeal to Jesus 
to rush to his son’s side before he dies. 
Vs. 50 – Jesus’ reply is surprising. The father expected he would have to go to his son’s bedside. But Jesus 
gave the man no sign, at least not at first. He gave him only his word, but that was enough for this man. He 
took Jesus at his word and turned for home. “The officer has nothing but Jesus’ bare word. But this is 
enough. He rises to the implied demand for faith. He believes what Jesus says and goes his way.”3 Jesus’ 
rebuke (vs. 48) was not an indication that he was disinterested in the man’s sorrowful predicament. Rather, 
Jesus is rejecting a kind of belief which craves miracles but rejects faith in the One who works those 
miracles. 
 
The sign of life   
Vs. 51-53 – Even before the official arrived back home, his servants met him on the way to tell him the 
good news that his son was recovering. Depending on how John was computing time, the healing took 
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place either at 1:00 or 7:00 p.m. These verses juxtapose death with life, a major theme for John. There are 
four references to the boy’s being brought back to life. Interestingly, this is the first time the royal official is 
described as the boy’s father. “It is not in his official capacity but in his familial role as a father that God met 
‘this man’ through the person and work of Jesus. The narrative explicitly softens the man’s position as a 
royal official (‘man,’ ‘father’) to implicitly suggest that it was Jesus who is the true royal official, sent from 
the true Father.”4 
The boy’s father saw beyond the miracle itself and perceived its true significance. It truly was for him a sign 
pointing him to the significance of the One who accomplished it. As a result, he and his household believed. 
Here “believe” is used in the sense of becoming a Christian, a follower of Christ, a stronger use of the word 
than, say, in verse 50 where the text reads literally, “the man believed the word that Jesus had said to 
him…” 
Vs. 54 – This was not the second miracle Jesus had performed. We read in 2:23 and 3:2 that the Lord had 
done a number of miracles in Judea. This is the second he performed in Galilee and the second that John 
is recording in some detail. John gives this miracle the weight of a key “sign” in Jesus’ ministry, one of the 
seven recorded in the first half of the gospel. In his first “sign” Jesus transformed a thing (water into wine). 
Here he transforms a life by healing a boy as good as dead.  
 
Theology Applied:  
1. God is near. 

 Jesus’ words about a prophet being without honor in his own homeland reminds us of how shortsighted 
we are. In the Person of Jesus, God came near to us. And yet we failed to recognize him. We often fail 
to see the truth, which is right in front of us. Our thinking about God is often distorted by our own 
circumstances, personal history, and even preferences. The Galileans could not see Jesus for who he 
truly was. They no doubt considered themselves to be healthy. But Jesus spoke past the grieving father 
directly to the crowd in a way meant to prompt some self-critique on their part. They wanted signs but 
they had no interest in a Savior even as he stood before them.  

 The passage is mean to remind us that whatever seems most readily apparent and obvious is 
nevertheless only a partial picture of reality (1 Corinthians 13:12). Before he ever approached Jesus, the 
royal official was fully known by God. Before the man would ever grieve a dying son, the Lord saw him 
and prepared him for this very moment. While our sorrows and losses may not rise to the level of 
redemptive significance as that of the boy’s father, God is not less near us. 

 
2. Faith must be properly placed. 

 Though he will give specific signs which prove his identity, he nevertheless calls them away from a 
misguided faith which depends upon signs rather than the One who works them (and in some cases 
chooses not to). The decidedly unspectacular way that Jesus raises up the boy is meant to teach the 
crowd about the nature of genuine faith. Mature, saving faith is directed toward the Lord. This sort of 
believing rests not in signs but in the One to whom those signs point. When signs are absent, the Lord 
still IS.  

 The sort of faith we are taught to have in this passage is one that is firmly rooted in the Person of Jesus 
Christ. As good as his gifts are, he is better. Here, Jesus is not rebuking the sort of imperfect faith we all 
have. Rather he is rebuking a faith that rests in the wrong object. Let us not be possessed of a faith like 
that of the Galileans. Let us believe in Him even when there is no sign. Let us crave more of God for the 
sheer worth of His goodness.  

 
3. Everything will be made right.  

 Even in his homeland, Jesus encounters the decay and death which sin has wrought throughout all the 
world. It is a world fractured by sin. Decay and death are foreign intruders in God’s good creation. Jesus 
never treats sickness and death as anything other than enemies that will one day be fully vanquished. 
Each healing Jesus performed was meant to point us to that homeland where there is no death. In raising 
up the dying boy, Jesus is declaring himself to be the life (14:6).  
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